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NEWS OF THE WEEK

Esteresting Collection of Current Events
In Condensed Form From
Both Continents.

Ona Melton, the American newspa-
per correspondent, who is confined with
the Competitor erew in Cabanus, Cuba,
im reported to be dying.

It Is reported in Washington that
President McKinley will shortly send a
commisgion to Cubas to participate in
the investigation of the Ruiz murder.

The United Press, having its prin-
cipal office in New York, has made an
assignment for the benefit of its credit-
om.  The collapse was due to the with-
drawal of four New York dailies.

Eight lives were lost by the wreocking
off Pensacola bar, Fla., of an oyster
sloop bound hence from St. Andrews.
The craft was caught in o squall, was
swamped and ssnk within a fow min-
utes

The sultan of Morooco has prohibit-
ed the usual pilgrimage of his subjects
to Mecca, on acconnt of the prevalence
of plague in the distriots through which

they must travel on their journey to the |

ahrine,

Captain Meyers, of the steamer Dan-
wube which has arrived in Victoria, re-
porta that the steamer Willapa is now
& complete wreck, waves having pound-
od her to pieces. The captain and pas-
mengors are still at Bella Bella,

A strike of steamfittersin New York,
in which between 80,000 and 60,000
men may be involved, has been de-
sclared. The bosses refused to longer
agreo to the conditions set forth by the
mmion and this precipitated the strike,
Other unions threaten to strike in sym-
pathy.

The secretary of state has sent the
following identical note to all maritime
powers, about thirty or thirty-six in
mumber: ““The Grant municipal in-
sugural committee hus requested the
president to offleially invite the mari-
time nations to send warships to Jpuar-
citipate in the ceremonies on April 27
next, when the Grant Monument Asso-
ciation will formally deliver to the city
of New York the tomb of General
Grant, erected by voluntary subscrip-
tion, at Riverside park. It will be
gratifying to this government if this
invitation could be accepted. '’

Tha seoretary of the treasury is in re-
eaipt of information from the minister
of Tokio, Japan, that during the pres-
ent session of the Jupanese diet, a gov-
.ernmental coinage bill will be presented
for consideration by that body, which
will, if pussed, change the standard of
walue in Japan from silver to gold, It

proposed to fix the government ratio

weoen the two metals at 82 to 1. The
it of value will be a gold yen, which
ywill be one-half the weight and value
of the old gold yen, which is the same
t and fineness us the gold dollar
the United States, The proposed
mnit of value will, therefore, be the ex-
act equivalent of 60 cents in United
Btates money,
" Benator Lindsay, from the committeo
on judiciary, has reported the bankrapt-
£y bill substantially as it was reported
by Benator Teller, during the last con-

ETeRL
Nineteen  business  buildings  in
Bloomington, Wis,, were burned. The

fire originated in asuloon at 1 o'olock
dn the morning.  The total loss is $60,-
000, with light insurnnos.

The sonate in executive session con-
firmed the nomination of Willis Van-
deventer, of Wyoming, to be assistant
attorney-general; Charles Schaller to
be major, ovdnance department of the
Aarmy.

A draft of the treaties between the
Transvual republic and the Orange Freo

Btate have beon concluded at Bloomfon- |

tein, the capital of the latter republic,
and are published in Protorin,  They
give the burghers in each state o frau-
chise in either republic and the two re-
publics agree to support one anothor in
case of attack,  The troaties must be
ratified by the volksrands of both ro-
publics,

The secrelary of the tronsury has an-
thorized the colleotor of customs at Fer-
dinando to issue clearanoe papers to the
sugpected filibogter Bermuds, now st
that port. These instructions were is-
med upon receipt of an afMdavit made
by the captain ot the Bermuda, pledg-
ing himself not to enter Cuban ports nor
to tuke on arms or amminition to ba
tranaferred to another vessel on the
high seas or to do any aot in violatioa
of the laws of the United States,

The strike on the Erie canal, at Pen.
dleton, N, Y., has assomed o serions
aspeot, The stonemasans wers attacked
by sixty ltalinns, becanse they refused
to quit work,  Sherill Kinney ordered
the Italians to return to their cabins,
[They refused, and wore reinforeed by
Polacks, wherenpon  the sheriff  and
Jposse fired 4 volley ut them,  The men
iran from the field.  Three Italian pa-
drones have been arrested and brooght
(o Lockport.  Twenty-five men are at
|work on the eanal woder guard of a
dozen deputy sheriils,

The Brooks locomotive works, of
Dunkirk, N. Y., hus resumed full
(iml?. The foree has by ’_'li',ll‘_\' in-
ereased during the past week. It s
expected the full force will be employed
in all the ﬂl.‘l’hlflllll'l’l!.‘i bofore April 1,

Syh’lmll'r Scovel, the correspotident,
who was imprisoned in Cuba, has ar
rived in New York on board the Segur.
anoa, from Havana. Mr. Seovel was in
the best of health, and stated that a
great deal of sympathy had been wusted
on him, as he had been trested with
great consideration and kindness

on

DUTIES MAY GO UP.

An Important TarlM Amendment to De
‘ Introduend.

Washington, March 81,—The proposi-
tlon that all goods imported after o cors
tain date, before the ensctment of the
new tariff bill, shall be made to pay
duties carried by the bill, 8 likely to
orystalize into definite form,

The subcommittee of the ways and
means commitiee, congisting of Dalsell,
Tawny and Grosvenor, have considered
the legul aspects of the plan carefully,
and obtained opinions from lawyers to
the effoct that the plan is constitu-
tional, One of them siid today they
will prepare an amendment which will
declare all imports mude on and after
April 2, 1897, shall be dotisble at the
rate finally fixed in the bill.

Two More Amendments Adopted,

Washington, March 81.—The house
today was an hour and a quarter secur-
ing a quorum. An amendment was
adopted placing a duaty of 1 a ton on
bauxite not refined, the Republicans
stating that Georgia and Alubama de-
manded protection for it.

There was a sensational scene in the
afternoon when Johnson of Indiana
| proteated against taking the time of the
{ house in irrelevant discussions; he was
ordered to take his seat and refused,
but finally did so, As chuirman of the
committee of the whole, Mr, Sherman
was about to summon the speaker the
socond time Johneon arose, and the
sponker was actually called in to sub-
due him.

ing the duty on common yellow and
brown earthenware from 20 to 25 per
ceént. Cylindered and crow glass, sil-
vored, was put in cast polished plate-
gluse, silvered, paragraph and looking-
glass plates were made dutiable at 10
per oent ad valorem.

In the Senate,

Washington, March #1.—Senator
Hoar, chairman of the judiciary com.
| mittes, today reported favorably the
| bill to prevent the use of kinetoscopic
exhibitions of prizefights in the Distriot
of Columbis and the territories. It
also prohibits the mailing of prizefight
pictores or their receipt from common
carriers, A heavy penalty is provided,
The senate adopted a resolution muk-
ing $260,000 immediately available for
the improvement of the Mississippi
river from the head of the padses to the

mouth of the Ohio river.

More Plums Distributed.

Washington, March 81.—The presi.
dent sent the following nominations
to the senate: Btate—Charlemunge
| Tower, of Pennsylvanin, to be envoy
extruordinary and minister plenipoten-
tiary to Austro-Hungary; Anson Bur.
lingame Johnson, of Colorado, consul
| at Fuchun, China; William 8. Hallen-
burger, of Pennsylvinia, second assist-
| ant postmnster-general.

Interior—Thomas Ryan, of Kansas,

firat nssistant secrotary of the interior; |

Henry Clay Evang, of Tennessce, com-
missioner of pensions,

WOULD ANNUL THE TREATY.

Callfornia Beet-Sugar Producers Propare
a Memorial to Congress.

San Francisco, Murch 81.—A mem-
orial to congress in the form of a peti-
tion gigned by the people of this state

| who are interested in the heot sugar in-
| dustry is being extensively cironlated.
The petition is o protest agaivet the
continnance of the Hawaiian treaty of
1876, and against the proposad annex-
ation of the islands, It sets forth that
the treaty has been operstive agninst
tho revenues of the United States, as
well ug vitally detrimental to the beet
sugar industry here.

It appears that under the treaty,dur-
ing the years 1800-05 inclugive, goods
to the value of over 15,000,000 from
Hawaii were admitted free, showing
that in the interchange of business be-
tween the two countries the islands en-
Joyed 78 per cent of the total volume,
and this is naturally inoreasad undor
the augmenting imports of sugar with-
out a corresponding inorense in their
imports from the United States. This
wouald indicate that the treaty is only
partinlly reciprocal; that the United
States has been unnecessarily deprived
of o vust amougt of customs rovenue
would appear to be indicated by statis-
tica footing up to over §72,000,000 lost
during a period of twenty-one years of
commerce with the islands,

The petitioners point out thats as the
conditions have entirely changed since
1875, the government should foster an
industry that will make the country
self-supplying, rather than perpetonte
by subsidy a foreign business largely
owned by foreigners who employ
ohiefly mongolians,

Alrship Seen In Omnaha.

Omaha, March 81.—The mysterions
airship was seen again last night for
the third time by a number of reputable
eitizens, It hove in sight about the
time that church was over, and in half
an hour hid traversed the heavens, and
had once more disappeared. It was
soen by people in all parts of the city.
This time the airship came into view
in the southeastern portion of the hori-
von. It showed a big bright light, too
hig for a baloon, and glowed stesdily.
It sailed over the city to the northwest,
and  thero  digappeared behind  the
houses and bloffls. It moved wvery
slowly, amd seemed to bo quite near the
earth,  Nothing but the light was
visible

Strike Is Declared.

Noew York, March 81.—A strike of
steamfitters in the ecity in which be-
tween 850,000 and 60,000 men may be
involved, was deolarsd today, when
over 1,100 steamfitters refused to work.
The bosses announced Satundsy that an
agreement  hitherto  existing between
them and the employes wounld no longer
be considered, and those who wished to
report for work this morning most sign
the new rules. The men refused to
sgn.

An amendment was adopted increns- |

session of a Cruiser.

of the Vessel and Turned It

Over to the Insurgents.

Jacksonville, Fla,, March 81.—Pas-
sengers urriving here from Havana say
that n rumor is in general circulation
here to the effoct that the crew of one
of the Spanigh oruisers mutinied a few
days ago and took possession of the
ghip, turning it over to the insargonts,
who have already begun to make cap-
tures of small Spanish war vessels of
the const guard, The Spanish officinls
[deny the story, but it hus received cor-
roboration from other sources,

Genoral Rivera Captured.
Havana, March 81.—General Her-
nandez Velasco, continning operations

CUBA'S LITTLE NAVY],

Insurgents Said to Be in Pos- ‘

_ ) , [ing of the North Pole,
IT WAS A SPANISH WARSHIP (indorsed by the conneil, und subserip-

|
|
|

in the hills of Pinar del Rio, with the

troops under his command, was engaged
yesterday morning at Cabazeadas, Rio
Hondo distriot, with an insurgent foree
| of 100 men under General Ruiz Rivera,
| The insurgents were dispersed, and their
position captured after an hour's fight-
ing.

The troops eaptured a number of pris-
oners, including Major General Rivera,
hig chief of staff. Colonel Bacallao and
adjutant, and Lieutenant Terry, Gen-
eral Rivers and Licutenant Terry were
both wounded.,

Rivers, who succeeded Antonio Ma-
ceo in command of the insurgent forces
{in Pinar del Rio, is considered next in
| military importance to General Maximo
| Gomes,

The insurgents left ten men killed.
The troops, pursuing the cnemy, cap-
tured a quantity of wrms, ammunition,
'dynamite caps, ete. The troops had
one man killed, and Lieutenant Wol-
gesraffen and twenty soldiers wounded.
General Rivera und his chief of staff,
| Colonel Buonlluo, were brought in pris-
omers at San Cristobal, Pinar del Rio,
|1nst evening. Lientenant Terry, adju-
tant of General Rivers, who was muade
prisoner at the same time, died on the
{ way to Ban Cristobal, He was wounded
by the explosion of a S8panish shell dur-
ing the engagement nt Cubazeadas,

To Stop an Expedition.

Jacksonville, Fla., March 81.—0On
receipt of o telegram from Washington,
the Vesavios, which has been watching
filibusters, weighed anchor and steamed
to the south, leaving six of its men
aghore. The boat has gone to Biscay-
enne bay to endeavor to prevent a Cu-
ban filibustering expedition from leav-
ing, but will probubly be too late.

BATTLE OVER A CORPSE.

|
Result of an Attempt by Negroes to
Prevent an Inguest.

St. Joseph, Mo., March 31, —EKnives
and olubs were nsed in & race war lust
night, and several deaths may result.
Coroner Richmond attempted to hold an
|inguest on the body of Mrs. Payne, a
{negro woman, and the husband of the
Ldead womnn und her neighbors resistod,
The goroner and constables were driven
awayr by a mob headed by Payne. They
returned an hour later, aceompaniod by
nearly o dozen policemen, heavily
arm e, and the trouble was renewed.

A hundred negroos were gathered, and
they refused to give the body up to the
voroner, The police and negroes fought
with knives, clubs and revolvers, while
the body of the dead woman was car-
ried out of the houge, A despearate
attempt to get possession of the dead
body was again made by the negroes
after it had peen placed in  the wagon,
and the fight was resumed.

The body was taken into the morgue,
where an inquest was held,  Several
hundered negroes gathered  about the
place, but were held at by by the pos
lice gunrd that was placed about the
premises.  The inguest has not been
coneluded,

Commission to Caba,

New York, March 80.—A Herald dis-
pateh from Washington says President
MeKinley his decided to send a special
commigsion to Cubn, The president
has in view a close personal friend and
a man of considerabile legal ability, in
whose judgment Mr. McKinley has the
greatest confidence, The specific objeot
of the spevial commission’s visit 1o
Cuba will be to take part in the in-
tended  investigation of the ulleged
murder of Dr, Ruiz.  Consul-Genersl
Lee has absolutely refosed to join in
this investigution on the ground that
he i convinesd the Spanish government
will not conduct a fair inquiry, and the
decision of the Spanish commission
will be a “whitewash® for all officials
coneerned in Ruiz' death,

Drowned at o Ford,

Gainesville, Tex., March 31.—Miss
Ruby Smith, daugther of Alderman
Smith, of this place, and Albert
Thompson, a young man who was ac-
tompanyitig her from Em to this eity,
were drowned last night five miles west
of here in attempting 1w ford a creek
that had become a mging torrent, us
risult of the unprecedented rainfall of
yesterday and last night.

Annexation of Wawnii.

Washington, March 31.— Represonta-
tive Spanlding, of Michigan, today in-
troduced a jJoint resolation providing
for the unnexation of Hawaii to the
United States, It gives con=ent of con-
gress thut the Sandwich islands be made
into the state of Hawaii, with a repub-
lican form of government.

The Buddhist monastery of Haine,
in Thibwt, is the inhabited
point in the world. 17,000 feet
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loftiest
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TO REACH THE POLE.

eary, the Explorer, Expeols to Sucoeod
Next Thue,

New York, March 81, —=The Adver-

tiser saye:  Lieutenant Peary recently

Iaid u plan for Artie researel hefore the

council of the Amorican Geographionl

Bociety. The plun includes the reach-

A CYCLONE IN TEXAS

Great Damage Done in the
Vicinity of Austin.

It wus heartily

tions toward its accomplishment prom-
ised, Should the plan succeed, the

The Orew Mutinisd, Took Possesslon United States will reap the glory.

Lieutenant Peary's plan, us now ma-
tured, s considered by Artic explovers

{one of the most feasible yet advocated,

First of all, it is not to be an expedi-
tion in the usunl gense of the term, It
will, besides Licutenant Peary himself,
include only one or two white men, If
one, he will be a surgeon, and if two
the other will be a scientist, The

party will be conveyed by a chartered |

whaler to the point on the western
const of Greenland which Peary hins go
often made his base of explomtion. At
this point live o tribe of Eskimos.
They form the most northerly settle-
ment of human beinge, as fur as is
known, upon the globe. They know
the explorer, and have every confidence
in him,

From them he will select five or six
young married couples, and will with
them push along the northwest const of
Greenland ns far as possible, and per-
haps into the archipelago which it is
believed surrounds the North Pole. All
their goods, including dogs and sledges,
will be taken with them and when no
further progress can be made north,
they and Peary und his companions
will be landed at some spot and a new
colony formed, 'The ship will have a
eupply of provisions for three or more
years, and make its way back to eivil-
ization before the ice cloges in. From
this base point the two or three white
men will make their explorations.

Lieutenant Peary figures that this
colony will not be over 360 miles from
the pole.
withstand the climate and he believes
they will be contented so long as they
have enough food., The women will be
taken along to do the cooking and at-
tend to the clothing and footgear.

As soon a8 the ice conditions are
propitious an attempt will be made to
reach the pole.  The Eskimos and their
dog sledges will be used if possible, but
in any case the white explorers will|
push on until the stars and stripes have
been planted near if not on the pole
itself. |

LANDS OF THE STATE. |

in Washington by Persons
Who PPay No Rent,

Olympia, Wash., March 31.—Btate
Land Commissioper Bridges declures
the old bourd of lund commissioners
was derelict in the muatter of lensing
public lands. He claimg that 90 per
cent of the sohool lands are ocoupied by
persons who do not pay the state acent,
thus depriving the school fund of from
$35,000 to $40,000 per annum. In
Spokane, section 16 is ocoupied by 400
families and business honsse, rent free; |
while in Tucomn a worse state of affuirs
prevailg, and land in the business cin-
ter of the city, comprising thirteen
neres, i8 bringing inno revenue,  Tim-
her from these tracts huve been cut and
no returng whatever made to the state.
The loss to the state of this timber
alone is nbout $40,000,

Commissioner Bridges will send no-
tices of vacation to all persons oeenpy-
ing state land without an official con-
tract. These trespassers number 2,800
througouht the state.  Valuable furm-
ing land in Whitman, Garfield, Spo-
kune, Walla Walla, Lincoln and Co. |
lumbin counties is ocenpied by persons
who do not pay a cent to the state.  In
Spokane the land used for bhoilding pur- |
poses shonld, it is suid, bring the state
$500 per annum.

The new sehool law gimplifies this |
gvstem of leasing land,  Henceforth
the county amditor will act as the agent
for the stute lund commissioner and it
will be his duty to lease lands subjeet
to the eommissioner’s approval, Mr. |
Bridges will secure leases from all tres-
passers by July 1.

Oecupled

COritleal Day nt Heleonn,

Helena, Ark., March 81, — Lovlay lins
been the most eritical day in  the his-
tory of thecity, The river hias Leen
gteadily rising and stunds st 50,0 feet,
All night the wind blew and the waves
beat on the levee and weary hamls
piled sacks of dirt swhere the breaches
were shown. It was a gallannt fielt
and it left everybody exhousted,  This
morning the mayor issued o proclama-
tion reciting the desporate conditions
surrotnding the city  aml requesiing
that stores be closed and all able-lwlie
men be sent to the front. The procly
mation met with o hearty resposne and
in a few minutes several handred me
with spades in hand were taking the
places of tired men who hul Libored all
night.  Tonight the wind has abated, |
but watching and working still goes on.

Three Men Blown (o Atotns.

Philadelphia, March 20.—A terrific
expluosion ocenrred this afternoon at th
Dupont ehemical works, on the banks
of the Delawnre river, at Gibbstow;
N. 1., by which Jumes Hendorson, Cur
Wright and Thomas Stiles were blowr
to ntoms.  The separating building ane
four other buildings were hlown t
splinters.  The destroyed factory was
used in the manafacture of dynumite
and Atlus powder,

Presiillent of the Narthern Pacifie,

Chiongo, March 3L —=The Post'y
Washington special says a report isin
circalation amopg the Washington
friends of ex-Secretury Lamont that he
is about to become president of the
Northern Pacific railroad,

Futal Boller Explosion.
Angusta, Ky., March 31.—=The boiler
of a sawmill exploded today, killing two
men and fatally injuring thrée others
he killed are: Culvert Fovwa =3

D. Tucker. |

The Eskimos will be uble to |

| the inmates were not killai,

0SS OF LIFE I8 REPORTED

| Houses Were Unroofed and ‘Trees

Were Split  Asunder by
the Terrifle Wind.

Austin, Tex., March 80,.—Today the
| ity mund conntry was visited by a cy-
clone that did great damage. The wind
came from the gouthwest, and blew at o
rate of about sixty miles an hour for
nearly twenty minutes, tearing down
trees or eplitting them ssunder with
terrific foroe. Several electric towers
were blown down, and quite a number
of houses in the residence portion were
Llown down, and in gevernl cases nar-
row escapes from death are reported,

The mnew uvnoccupied residence of
Burt McDonaly was blown down, strik-
ing ngainet the residence of Willinm
Vining, knocking in one side of the
building. Two children who were in

The roofs of 8 number of residences
were torn off, and in addition to doing
much damage to the state university,
the wind blew off the entire roof of the
| adjoining dormitory. Great damage
wis done to the building, and the prop-
erty of the 20 students therein, many
of whom fled for their lives when the
roof was earried away, The roof was
carried 100 yards, erughing the roof of a
cotlage in which four people were seat-

they were entombed by falling debris.

A church just to the north of the
university had the entire east side
blown in and was unroofed, the wind
| carrying the roof a hlock away. The
rogidence of Dr. Graves, immediately
north of the church, was lifted from its
foundation and twisted completely
around and set down in the sime place,
#0 badly damaged, however, that none

| the escape of the frightened inmates.
The small town of Clarksville, near
this city, was swept by the wind, and
muny horses were killed by flying de-
bris, while s number of small houses
were blown down, though fortnnately
Severyl
were badly maimed, however. With
the terrific wind came a driving rain,
that was little short of a flood, and
awept everything before it

Persons arriving on the evening
traing bring reports from the surround-
ing tountry that the storm was general
in this section,

The small town of Bua was roughly
handled by the storm, quite a number
of houses being blown down, and one
or two persons killed, though their
names are not obtainable, owing to the
fuot that most of the telegraph wires
are down, and news is very meager,

This is the worst storm that hus ever
visited this section, and it has Iaid
waste everything in its track, but for-
tunately go far few deaths are reported.
The storm was over in an hour, and
the gun came out a8 brightly ne though
nothing had happened.

At Cnlvert.

Culvert, Tex., March 80.—Late de-
tails of the storm show that the loss of
property will reach into the thousands,
Miny fine dwellings were demolished.
At Calvert an old lady and two ¢hild-
ren were in their louse and were fa-
tally injured by the coliapse of the
building, which was partly burned,
notwithstanding the torrents of rain.
The logs to property in and around Cal-
vert is estimated at $100,000, Many
roofs and chimneys were blown down.
People living here for twenty-five years
say they never witnessed such a fedrful
storm,  All teleplione as well as tele-
graph lines were prostrated.

Had Fire in Portsmouth, Virginia.

Norfolk, Va., March 80.—A fire oc-
enrred at Portsmonth this morning,
making many farailies homeless anid
causing §100,000 damage. Fire origi-
nated in Whitehirst’s hall, corner of
Grreen and Glasgow streets, and burned
the block to London street. A high
wind swept the flames southward, and
at 2 A, M. the steeple of the Catholic
chureh, three blocks away, canght fire
from a brand. In less than half an
hour the edifice was in ruins. The
flames spreacd to a row of residences on
High street, and, while they were
burning, the fiying sparks caused an-
other blaze in Newton, about a mile
WAy,
Norfolk and while the fire was at its
height the militia was ealled out to
protect property and aid the firemen.

Mode & New Record,

San Francisco, March 30 —The Mer-
chants' Exclinnge hos a dispateh from
London announving the arrival of the
British ship Militiades, which sailed
from this part on December 20, making
the trip in eighty-four days. This is
the fastest time on record for a sailing
vessel botween San Frunciseo and Lon-
don.  The Miltiades was grain laden,
charterad by G. W. MeNear.

To Aholish Caplinl Panishment.

Denver, March 20, —The state senate
passed the Engley bill providing for
the abolition of eapital punishment.
The bill recently passed the house, and
now only awaits the governor's sicuu-
ture. .

New York Hotel Mystery,

New York, March 80. — Anthony
Marshall, who was found unconscious
yesterday in the Marine hotel, while
two women were lying dead in the
same apartment, all having been over-
come by illuminating gas, died today
in the hospital where he had been
taken, withont recovering his senses.
The two women were identified by rela-
tives at the morgue,

Dr. Koch is said 10 have discovered
another anti-tuberculin.

WORLD'S WHEAT CROP.

The Yield of Last Yonr the Smalest in
Bix Years.
Chiengo, March 80.—The Times-
Herald's Washington special saym:
The world's wheat crop for 1806 was

the room playing narrowly escaped. |

ed, but none were even injured, though |

of the doors conld be opened to permit |

Assistance was rendered from |

2,428,808,000 bushels. This fact will
| be officiully announced by the seoretary
| of agriculture in a report to be issued
[ this week, Although the total wheat
erop was 118,000,000 bushels less than
in 1806, it was larger than earlier esti-
mates indieated. This was largely due
1o an ingrease of 59,000,000 bushels in
the finul estimates of the central statis-
tical burean, over the November esti-
mate of the minister of agricultme of
that country. The crop for 1808 was
the smunllest in six years,

Regarding the distribution of the
orop of the United Stutes for 1806, the
report will stiate:

The inerease in price which began in
the fall of 1886 so stimulated sales that
many parts of the country are now left
with only sufficient for sead.  All sec-
tions report an exceptionally small per-
centiage on hand, the general average
being 20.0, against 20.8 last year, and
showing but 88,000,000 bushely in
farmer's hands March 1. An unusuoal-
ly small samount of the erop of 1805 re-
mains—but 8 per cent, against 4.7 per
cent of the 1884 orop so held a year
ngo.

A larger proportion than usnal must
be retained for home consumption,
The average percentage #o relained is
48.8, agninet 41.1 lust year, when the
inducements to export were weaker.

TWO AMENDMENTS ADOPTED.

House Proceeding Very Slowly Wih
Warir BILL,

Washington, March 80.—The prog-
| ress of the house on the tariff bill to-
day was even glower than yesterday.
| Only five more pages of the 163 pages
of the bill were disposed of, making
fourten pages in all in the two of the
five days allowed for consideration
under the five-minute rule. At this
rate, only thirty-one pages of the bill
will be disposed of before the hill comes
to a final vote.  Only two amendments
were adopted today, each an amend-
ment on the ways and means commit-
tee,  All the auestions involved in the
turiff, with occasional incursions inte
the realms of the finnneinl theories,
furnished fruitful topics for the mem-
bers.  Fully two hours were spent in
the discussion of whether the foreigner
or the consumer paid tax, This ques-
tion bids fair to consume much more
time before the debute closes.

Builey, the leader of the oppostion,
| was absent almost all day, and Rich-
| ardson and MoMillin bore the bront of
(the hard fighting, The Demoeratic
| poliey, so far a8 it has been disciosed,
seeme o be to attack the bill at every
point, making trusts the especial ebject
of assault, The Republicans are trying
to advance the congideration by refrain-
ing from debate, but they are forced by
the attacks of the opposition to defend
their measure,

MUTILATED COINS.

The Penalty for Passing Defased

Monoy.

Washington, March 80.—Latters by
the bushel have been pouring in on the
treasury department, asking for infor-
|mution concerning the new law in rela-
tion to the pussing of mutilated eoin,
although those seeking the information
might, in a majority of cses, have so-
cured it from the United Btites dis-
trict attorney or Becret pervice offieors
of their respeotive loealities,
In brief, it may be explained that
the law is in the main an extension of
that against counterfoiting, It provides
that the passing of mutilated or defaced
coing or the mutilation of defacement
of coin for any porpose shall be hekd to
bea criminal offense, punishable by
imprisonment for a period of one to five
| yenrs and o fine of £100 to £2,000,
| Under this law the praatice of present-

ing Indies with coing of gold or silver,
[ with the initials of the donor engraved
thercon, to be worn as bangles, will be
a criminal offense.

The law also drives out of existence
o number of people who have made a
living by purchasing mutilated coins at
a reduction from their fave value and
plugging up the holes go skillfully that
the original mutilation coull not be
discovered.  Even this kind of tamper-
ing with money will be regarded as an
offense under the statute.

The Lanrada’s Voyage.

Philadelphia, March 80.—The fa-
mous filibustering steamer Lanrada ar-
rived in the Delaware last night, after
having successfully landed the most
important expedition yet sent from
this conntry to Cuba, and tonight is
anchored in the river below Wilming-
ton. Hope for the Laurada’s safoty
had been practically abandoned by all
except those connected with the Cuban
junta,

Wichita Lands te Be Opened,

Perry, 0. T., March %0.—Recent
advices from Washington are that tha
Wichita country, owned and oteupied
by the Kiows, Comanclie and Apacha
Indians, will be opened by May 1. The
gold and silver excitement in the Wioh-
ita mountaing has drawn hundreds on
the border of this country, and the
opening is expected to be of more note
than any previons opening of the In-
dian territory lands,

Washington, March 80.—Snee the
change of administration, over 80,000
applications for positions have heep
filed at the postoffice department, The
number is said to be somewhat smaller
than four years ago. All the papers
have been reconled and classified and
the cases made up to date. Up to the
close of business today the appoint-
ment division of the interior depart-
ment has recorded 1,000 applications for
presidential positions under the interior
department.
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