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THE STRANGE GUEST.

He brought o hiraneh of allvo—
[ This straser guest of mine:
Conlil 1 deny him entraner,
Whn bare the peaeefnl slgn?
Al no! 1 bade b welvame,
1 got him went dud sine:
But while he deank s fensted
How Jnughed his exvs divine!

1 took the braneh of olivee
(The soothest plant thial grows),
And from the enrven evlling
1 hong it with the mose.
“But why to me this 1ok,
Who never lncked ropose?
. Why this to me,” 1 questioned,
“Who know no feud tor foes?™

Fle smiled beneath the alive—
This sirangest stranger guost.
A branch feom off the thorn-tres

Had tolid his errand bost;
For sinee my house he entored

There's ne'vr n heart ot rest.
To mock me with the olive!

But Love doth love his jest.

UNEXPECTED $10.000,

Willle Smith was 19-pretty, viva.
clous, nmbitlous, but jost pow the very
mueh diseouraged owner of (e Suith
plantation and 18 encwmbrahees,  Two
weeks before ghe had heen summoned
from her school at Staunton by the
death of her grandfather, nod, as ther
was no other relntive, ol entersd at
onee Into possession of the property.
A Tew days nfter the fuperal the owne
er of the mortghge hid made gn osten-
gible visit of condolence, but had 50
Interpolated Lis expressions of - sym-
pathy with matters of practical signiil-
cance that when he left Willie was Tor
the first tHime aware that she was only
the nominal owner of Ler plantation.

At fivst she wis stunned, for she hid
already begun to make plins for the
improvemoent and extenslon of the an-
costrnl nores, The poor eablns of the
negro tenals were to bo replneed by
new ones, neglected felds wire to he
again fenced and brought [nto enltivi-
tlon, and better methods and hetter
machinery were to be used. Her grand-
father had been casy-going and im-
practicable, but ghe had gapposed thit
her sehooling fnd the house eXpenses
had been meb by the rents pald him by
negro tenants, Now she knew that the
mortgage lnd been gradually Inereased
to meet the dafieits.

This morolng she was in the kitelien
helplug Aunt Chloe with the froning,
but ber thoughts were hnsy with the
formidable problems of  the futore
There were e expenses anild the ine
terest to he met, and, waorst of all, theee
was $100 still due her school at Staun-
ton.  She could not sed qny possible
wity to pay it, for the season had heen
bad, and the renters, Instead of paying
what they owed, were beginning o
clamor for advances on the next year's
crops: ol the ereditor had delieately
hinted that her grandfather had  al-
rendy valsed the mortgnge out of all
proportion fo its seenvity, I anxiots
guecession her mlnd went over her own
accomplishments In search of  some
thing that would be money-produecing
She was fond of seribbling, and wis
fulely good ot deawing and musie, aml
Wi won o sehool reputation as a lin-
ghist,  But she was too hopest ol
practieal to overrate these aeceomplish:
ments,  They  were good things o
know, but wonld not help her ot this
erigly.  No, she must stinezle as best
she contd nutil the ereditor foetelosed;
then slhie would gooout and seek o place
nmong “Il' WhHEE B rners,

SHeyer's yo' manlly Mis" Willie™ eallel
Unele Pobe's volee thropzh the open
window: aond oa blaek il was thimst
i with a paeknge of leitors,  Shie ook
them and glineed over the postimarks
onrelpsaly.  Mosl of them were
reliool frlonds ot Staunton,  Beveral
were elvenlnm,. and one was one Triim
Leadville, Uol, Sl selpetil this
examined It ceovlonsly.  She ludl uo
correspondonts lngny part of the Wesw

Toslide was o cheek amd g ghoet letter,
with the pricted addeoss of & Leadyille
banking house,  The letter read:

SWHHe sSmith, Talbottom, Ga: We
are rogiested o forsward you the hy
olosid check for ten thousand dollars
S10,000  Please acknowledge recelpr,
und oblige, yonrs truly,

SWALDRON & COM

che stared at It for a moment, thep
bueriedly examined the cheek.  Yes, Qt
was for 10,000, made in favor of Willie
Smith,  Bul, of course, It was n mis
take. 1f she bod any relatives in the
worlil, they wery so far removeil ps to
have been overlooked, amd cortalnly
none of them wis rich enough to send
her $10.000,

Talbottom was n smnll, unprogres.
glve town, whose straggling  arms
regehied ont drowsily to the line fenee
of the Smith plantation.  Willie eross.
od two flelds and went down a shopt
Inne, aml was then In the prinelpal
street,  There wias but one bank, and
its cashior was an old felend of ber
grandfather's, She  went directly to
L andd explaloed hee erraml

“f reckon it's all right, Willle,” said
the old wann, aftor be il carefully ex-
amined the envelope and s contents,
“It's direeted to Willie 8mith, Talbot-
tom, nud you're the only Willle Smith
1 know. And Waldron & Co, are all
plght.  Our bopse hns dealt with thom,
And 'm botind to say, my dear,” put-
ting down the pupers and looking at her
beamingly, “U'm plumb glad for this
windfall. | can alinost henr yo' grand-
futher chuckle In his grave,”

“But It can't be mine,” Inslsted Wil
Ne. *1 don't even know tlhiat 1 haven
relative In all the world.”

“Somebody yo' family bas Jost sight
of,” sald the eashier genially. “Now,
there's & man over In Jasper County
got a fortune from & cousin be hasu't
heard from In thirty years, 1 reckon
this Is something that way. I1t's likely
yo' mother's consin or somebody else
Aayhow, It's all right, and I'm willlug

from |

P strike him,

to take the elieck, Wil you have the
woney, o leave It on deposit 7"

#1 wish [ folt more sure,” hesitnted
Wille.

“Woll, suppose | telpgraph 1o Wal-
dron & Co. Can'yon come [n agaln ihis
afternoonn ¥

“You"

When shie retnrned In the aftérnoon
thi eashior handed Lor a slip of papet,
1L Pegaad.

“Morehants' Bank, Talbotton, G-
Gontlpmen: Nothing to explaln,
forwardml ehoeck to Willle Suilth, Til-
hottom, ne requestedl, 1 the party prie
sientiong Hodpn e Wentlffed yon moy
eish same with perfect gafety, Yours,

SWALDRON & o™

“So yon gee (b s nll pight' salil the
cashler. “Now, you will please Indorse
the cheek.”

Withie did 8o with a sudden feellng of
oxnltation,

“How will you have 117 briskly,

“Suppose you glve me 86,000, That
will pay off the mortgage and  make
sotoe iivegsi ey repales. The rest 1wl
deposit with you.  And—amd suppose
you let we have a chicok book; It \l'||||
Lt o conved lent

The next few hours wers momentons
ones 1o the yonng glel’s Hfe. The moart-
gage was pobd, amld visits were mnde
to grocery nod hpewware  and  seed
stores, ond to palnters sl carpeniers
fand stone mnsons; and before shie went
lome o ehock was on s way (o the
prineipal of her school o Stauntorn.

I the mornlng men came ont dml
madle esthontes, and they were follow-
ol Ly palnters and eaepenters anil In-
horers, who began to repale the old
family mansion, and o surround the
neglected flelds with substantinl fenees,
undl to bulld new enbins noder the nag-
ultteent lve onks thnt grew along vne
sl of the plantation,

Wilite spent most of  Ler tme ont-
doprs watehling the work and mnking
oceaslonnl suggestions, The new cablins
were surrounded Ly genoerous truck
patehes, amd when they were finlshed
she was earefnl (o rent them only to
Industrions, rellnble pegroes, In this
she wis greatly assisted by the cashier,
who came out feequently to wateh the
progress of the work and whose adyiee
wis always valuable,

One day a brisk, prepossessing young
man stepped futo the Talbottom post-
atliee. / »

“Any lotters hore for Willle Smith?"
L nsked,

“No, she ealled after them not
hour ago, .

“She? curlonsly,

“Yes, Generally her man Tobe gets
them, bat she happened 1o be in town
this morning. You're one of the men
working out there, I suppose?”

“No, not exactly.”

He left the postofiice and
across the street 1o the bank.

“Haos Willle Smith presented a cheek
here for 810,000 recently ¥ he asked.

“Aiss Willle Smlth has,” replled the
cashier.

“1 b your parden, T meant Miss
Willie Smith, Yon see, out West, we
get [ the habit of dropplng ceremony.™

The old casghier looked at  him
thounghtfully.

“So you are a1 Westerner, are yon?”
L askod,

S1oawns, but expect to be a Southerner
mow,”  sall the young man Crankly.
“My molher left this countey  nearly
thilrty yones agoo bt 1 have often hend
Ler desgepibe ey old home.  When 1
made my plle 1 eoncludod to come
down Dere and ook aronml; and iF 1
Hied the plpes bo sty permoanently.'”

The enshive's foee eleared fustantly,

CGood!™ e exelalmed,  “Yoo can't
help HRing sueh o geand country,  All
It laeks 2 money and energy, Bot what
part of the West are you from?"

“Laoglville, Col™

“A Ubegidn to suspeet it You have
been connected with the honse of Wal-
deon & Cos, and ealled In to see 0 the
phioek  peaeled s destination  all
plght,” e enme from behind the conn-
ter and took the yYoung man’s  hand
warmly. I amn right glad 1o see you,
cul, YO house never sent ont a betper
check than that In all jts dife.  Miss
Willle hias pald off o mortgage on her
plantation, aml s mwaking wonderfol
fmprovements,  sub—wonderfull  And
do you know,” loweritg his volee, vif
it hadn't been for that check T achally
belleve shie'd been foreed to go off and
look for work—achally forced, sul"

“Indeed!  That would have heen too
badd,” sadd the young muan, “but—"

“Ihere’s no but now,”  interrupted
the cashier cheorfally, “Her foture's
as cloar ns a June sky. 1 1A recelved
the ehieck myself T wouldn't have been
half as much pleased,  Miss Willle's o
fine girl—a gem In o land that s rall
of Jewels, Youn must exeuse iy enthu-
sinsm, sub.” apologetieally. “but In a
sort of way yo' house seems to have
bad a hand in the good fortune.  Buat
tome o my peivate room and we'll
talk over the countrey, You're to e one
of us now, and maybe 1 ean give you
some points on buying a place. And
I'll tell you about Miss Willie and her
plans Here o pew thonght geemed to
“Flow'd you lke to go out
and see her yo'self ¥ o asked abruptly.
“We close carly, and I generally go
that way for a walk. She'll be glad to
see anyoue feom Walilron & Co,™

“Nothing wonld please me better.™

“Yery well, You'll take dinner with
me, and if 1 ean be of any assistance
in you' plans do not hesitate to use me.
Now, there's the Calboun plantation,
Joins Miss Willie and just now can be
had for b song.
best thing you can do In the whole
country, But yon bhaven't told me yo'
name yet, sub!"

“Smith—er. Callme Hamilton Smith.”

“A good name, sub-a good name.
We bave Smitha in every county in the
south, but I tell them a good thing ean-
not be too common, My mother was a
Smith.”

He led the way Into his private room
and motioped the young man to an
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[onsy ohair by an open window, ‘Then

e setilid hmself In an easy chals and
gnve n glowing pletore of the Calhotn
plantation, .

Tl young mnn sald Hetle, Beton bis
face wys an oxpression of sainglod
atnseent nnd ludeclsion,  Aadd this
atised Indeclslon remained swith him
and even appeared In bis volee untll
they wint ot to the Calhoun planti-
flon, Hot when they vetyrned; Jate in
the evening, It ol wholly disappedrs),

“Miss Willle 1s an exceptiopally fiue
glel,” Lo wild, with suppressed” apthiusl-
wstn, and 001 wm not mistiaken the
communlty will yet be prowd & les
plantation, She seems to have the fie-
ully of knowlng Just what she wanis
Al Just bow 1o go anhout dojug it 1
coithl not bave plannel the fmprove
ents hertep myselr,  Miss Willle 1old
e whie wernned to plont trees along hir
bk of the elver, wlieh runs betweoen
thas Pwer plopta tions, and that 1L wonld
bee oo iF the owner on the other slile
eoulil Le bnidoesd to doo the smine, Arve
Yo sure the place can be bought's
u‘rl'llp”}.

“The Chlhoun place
for asong”™
LD want i 1 suppose 108 (oo
Inte o get it to-nlghit,* regretfully; “bnt
10 you'll sregnge for It parehase early
I the morping, so that the papers can
be e out before noon, T'H e lnfin
Hely obliged,  Aud P moke fe worth
your white

“Hut you haven't geen the place yer?”
expostulated the cashier In amazetaenn.

Cortainly, anid

“Yos, 1 lhinve—aeross the river, yon
know. Beshdes, ' willing o ke

your word for I, 1F yon ean have ev-
erythibg settled hefore noon 1 will go
over after dinoer and talk with Miss
Willle about the shade teees,  And, do
you know.” with anlhmation, *1’ve bein
thinking that these bluffs above the
Hve onk grove will, be o fine plice to
throw g bridge across the viver, T won-
de 11 Miss Willle will ke the 1dea”

The next day'the good peaple of Tal-
Bottom were stiered to guwonted exelte-
ment by thosnews gt an “energotie
stranger had bonght the ol Judge Cihl-
lonn  plantation, qand sthat, nalimited
improvements  were . coutemplnted:
And, evey while this report was being
elrentited from mouth 1o mouth, 1t was
followed by rnmors of lavish contraets
and engagements made with the towns-
people of the town.  Decldedly  the
stranger was no oridinnrey man,

And evidently Willie thonght so, too,
for she would flush covert, Inguiring
glances at him from under her long,
dark eypelushes, and sometimes woulild
Haten with nlmoest bated breath, won-
dering what daring scheme would be
proposed  next. e was so different
from any man she had ever met—so
energetic and Impulsive and ehivalrons,
She conld not help UKing him, and she
conlid not withstand his  impetnosity
any moie than the reeds of the river
conld withstand the eurrent In spring.
time,  She offered objections to  the
bullding of the bridge and he overrled
them Inoa single Impetuons speech, She
did not like the IKlea of agsuming all
the expenses of lmproving the river,
but did not dave expostulate fop four of
the quizzieal look which she knew
would come Into his merry eyes, [y
slide of o month she began to foel that
he wias as moeh at home on her planta-
ton #s he was on his own, but  she |
could see no way Lo prevent it

And, Indeed, she dic pot want to, In
the fall thelr engngement was definite-
I¥ amnounced, and all Talbottom sald
It was the wost sultable matel of the
year, .

A Tew weeks hofore the warlage he
curelully overhnnled hiis papers, There
were many letters add ressed simply io
W Smith, some were to WHHe 11,
Smith, and g few 1o Willlam Hamilton
Smithe AL of themy were destroyed

ST isn't wel o Keep  papers,™
soliloquizid, as the Iast one wos
nesd to pshes, “Some folks see them,”

New York Ledzer.

The Man amd the Snnke,

The reputed foscinntion of the sen
pent’s eye Is the wotive of & story in
Mp, Ambrose Bieree's volume of tales
entitled “Inu the Midst of Life." Mr.
Brnyton wis the guest of a feiond, an
etinent zoologist, whose speclalty, of
which be hid o fine collection, wis
sttkes.  Stretelied upon a sofa in lus |

he
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CHINESE ARE THRIFTY FELLOWS

Btart in Rusinoss on Borrowed Capital
und Always Mepay the Loans.

I some respects the muelh-nbused
Clhinpoten,” sald Hong Sing Lovg, one
of the lterpreters and general agents
of thie Chinese Bix Companles, to o Star
reporter, “are way In advance of the
ordinary workingiong, and paetieniarly
ko 1o rogard to thelr Ready Mouey As-
sgoclution™

Hong Sing Long spends most of his
time In New York, though be visits
Wishington severdl thnes edch senr,
I1e b8 an pdoentod Cliloonn and hns
Bavdd the mldvantage of several yedars af
Farvard and besides hoas boen gradia-
atedd ws b lnwyer

“With the exception of one, all of the
Cliinese nundey vlaces n this ety are
the vesult of the Ready Money n=soci-
tlons; that 18, the mogey neccessgary (o
sturt them from the Ready
Money. The plan I8 not unlike the
Dt b associations, which I am told
Lave guite o ellentels heve, and which
were origlnglly started In Philladelphia,
The Chinese plan is to start
Maneys as often o8 a party of Chiness
fird they have any surplus money on
Dl fhe Jlen Dedng o Keep the money
It 18 the eustom of the
lnnndey boys, for Chinamen nlways
stk of el other as s, to gather
nbout on Monday, thpt Deing thelr off
day. sl goesip. Al who have spare
money put It in oo pool amd authorize
gonile ote to Keep it personally as o
deposic in a bat As soon as the pool
wets nny slze the word goes ont and it
s wold to the larzest bidder, If there Is
more than oue spplleant for It

“As o genersl thing there is hut one
pppleant and he gets It at a rate of
interest agresd upon. It starts him in
businoss and [non few woeks he begins
paying ek, Now and then there Is
no demand for the money, It then goes
to the elthes where It I8 needed, Just
now the Chingmen are srting laun-

e

nroving along,

Ready |

dries oo ntiber of sinall towns of the |

South, and wmy ereand here now is to
ot some of the Ready Money funds to
bee advanced for that purpose.

“Miafe!l Perfectly sufe, The elviliza.
tlon of the Chipese s no new thing, It
i D000 yers oldt They bave found
out thit honesty ts the best poliey: not
on gecomnt of the moral ‘or religious
question involved as you nnderstand it
but on neeount of the business proposi-
tlon Involved,  Honesty s best bechinse
It pays, a8 for many other reasons, In
business deallngs  Chinese are very
strict, much more striet than any other
|J|'||]lh',

“I'he Chinaman knows that if he bor- |

rows he must pay back, and that the
consequences of not doing so are very
serlons, muech wore serions than It 1s
with Americans or Buvopeans, He
knows this before he gets the money
and does not take it unless he means to
pay back.
tary of the Ready Money Is also the
treasurer,  Hetales pretty good carve to
rive a good necount of Lis stewardship,
for his happiness depends upon his con-
duer.  The Chiness Ready Moneys fre-
quently close up o g week, though or-
dinarvily they Inst longer. Eael trans-
aetlon (8 g separate one. A mun may
e a member of a dozen or have all of
s money I one.

“The groat advantage of the Ready
Money Is that It gives everyone who
wands It money to open np business for
himsell whenever e sees the oppor-
tunlty. There is ne walting-—no secur-
Ity I8 necided exeept g promise to pay.
The payument vever falls, except for
gooil reasons, suel ag aceldent or sick-
In fact, It does ot pay to fail to
pay. for it will cost more In the long
n,
years ald, you will know more than you
Lo mow, and will pnderstand things that
now sedr to be wonderful in us—
Washinzion Star,

=S,

Big Cotton Fresses,

Of the many cotton presses which
were ln operation lu New Orleans sixty
years ago the two principal ones were
the Levee cotton press and the Orleans
cotton press,  They were large and
massive hulldings, each occupying, like
most of the others, & gquare of grouna,
The Levee votton press was buolle in
1832 by a company bearing the same

own room, Mr. Brayton glaneed from | nawe at a cost of $300,000, and was two

the book he was carelessly seanning
while awaiting the summons to dinner,
aud saw, In the shadow under his bed,
two small poluts of Hght about an inch
apart.  He gave them  no  specim
thought and resumed hls reading,

lo a few minutes e gave an involun.
tary start, and stured into the obseurlity
under the sl His gaze disclosed the
colls of a large serpent; the peints of
Haht were its exes, but were no longer
merely luminous polnts; they looked in.
to his own with & walign significance,
Brayton wis a brave man, but this
seenidd an oceasion when  discretion
wits the better part of valor, He would
beat o retrent and backwarl, o as not
to digturd the reptile: bat instead of the
movement his will had shaped, his
right foot wis placed 1o advatee of hils
left.

The snake did not move, but 1ts eyes
seemed to become larger and more Jum-
fnous. There were strange nolses in
Brayton's enars as, with reluctant stops,
tie could nt refrin from deawing
nearer the bed,  Soddenly something
struck him a hard blow upon the face.
He had fallett to the floor,

The =oologist, startled by a terrifie

sorenin frem above, roshed to lis
friend's room. There lay Brayton, !
soneeless. As Le bent over Limn he

ghineed under the bed.

“How {id this thing get here?™ he
excinimed, and pulling out the snake,
fung It to the center of the room, where
it lny without motlon,

It was a stuffed suake: Its eyes were
two shoebuttons,

MHow time flles from the date on
which a man distingulshes bimselr!

stories high. It compressed some 200,-
000 bales of cotton a year, The Orleans
press, also frouting on the river oe-
leupled an area of B2 feet by 308, the
bullding cearly covering the whole
space. This press, which was begun In
11838 and completed In 1885, cost over
$753,000, compressed about 160,000
bales per annum, and couid store 26,000
bales of cotton. [Its Hnmense lengzth
gave It a very imposing appearnnce
from the river,

Allivators Twenty Feet Long.

| Alligators were formerly one of the
chief animal life tenants of Red River
and the bayous of Louisiana, where, be-
fore steamboat navigation came to In-
terrupt them, they could be seen by
hundreds huddled tegsher on the banks
or massed on the flosting or stationary
logs—especially of Red River—waking
the solltndes of the forest with thelr
bull-like bellowing, Thelr length was
generally between elght and twelve
feet, althongh they sometimes grew
to be twenty feet long.  Thelr hides
were once used extensively for the
making of shoes, but the leather, not
proving of sufficiently close texture to
keep water out, shoemaking from this
material was abandoned,

Likes and Dislikes of Birds,

It Is said that birds are peatrly as sem
sitive In their likes and dislikes as dogs.
Some people can pever galn the frjend-
ship of a caged bink. A bird has 1o
learn by experience that It is safe with
a human belng before It will respond 1o
kind treatment.

No man ever disappeared that some
one did not fmvent a4 woman story oo
| him.

| factory. and, baving a holiday, they

The man who acts as secre- |

| Dunlap. Belle Gonldy and Mary Rus-
sell, all pretty, vivaclous young woinen,

When your clvilization Is 5,000 |
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B8 WILLIAM ©, WHITNEY
M will soou suecesd to the vi-

cant throne of gqueen of Goth-
A’y soetety,  Sucl at least seems (o be
the woderstandiog among those who
e fnmilae with fashilonable Intelll-
genee,  Sioee the decline aod fall of
Mrs, Wiy Astor Gotham soclety hos
been queculess, 11 was thought For 4
time that young Mes, Jolin Javoly Astor
wotld be elevated, but the fact that
sheis o Philadelphion ralued her hopes.
Mrs. O, . 1P Belmont, recently Mis
W, K, Vanderbil, aspired amd was
erughed, She will Hve abrond bereaf-
ter, Mrs, Cornelins Vondervilt ennnot

MitS. WILLIAM € WIHETNIY.

assume the headship of the buttertlies
on fecount of her husband's [Hness, Mr.
Whitney's new wife Is just the ldy for
the erown, ,She (s 86, entrancingly
beantiful, and as the wife of Captain
Randolph Lad entree to the very best
drawing rooms of aristocratic England.
She is eminently fitted for leader of the
smart &et by reason of her wealth, Tum-
fly and experience, As mistress of the
big Whitney mansion at the corner of
FPifth avenue and Pifty-seventh ‘street
she will be brilliant,

Chop Wood for a Hushond.
There was a novel wood-eutting con-
test lu the Seventh Ward of Williams-
port, Pa., the other day, in which five
young women took part. The girls are
all employed in the Lycoming rubber

turned thelr thme to good account, he-
sides settling o moeh-disputed ques-
tion ag to which was the most entitled
to o hushand. The givls are  Bess
Mayoers, Flora Mahl, Lillle Mahl, Lillie

who earn their own living and make
good wages in the rabber factory, In
a banter the other day one of the girls
proposed that they have o wood-chop-
ping contest, aud the one who proved

WOOD-CHOPTING MATUL,

herself 1o be the champion cutter
should be entitled to a hushand, while
the others, It was agreed, must walt
two yeurs before jolning fortunes with
lier best bean.

The girls, each with a brand-new ax,
Bedecked with red, whilte and blue rib-
bons, marched into the back yard of
Widew Hartman's home and wade an
assault on  the woodplle, Widow
Hartman is a belpless invalid, she bav-
Ing fallen and hurt bersell quite badly
Inst winter, Her davghter Lou works
In the rabber Factory, too, anil she was
one of the movers I the wobd-cutting
scheme, although she took no part In
the contest,

Pive londs of hemlock slab wood, ent
to stove lengths, hnd been dellvered at
Widow Hartman's place the day hefore
—the givis paying for it—so there was
plenty of material for them on which
to test thelre strength and skill,  But the
way the riliboned nxes Bew and tongnes
wigzed wasonly vqnaled by the shower

of split sticks that gradoally piled
themselves ap around each chopping- |
block  Willinm Baskins and Joseph |
Sehell were there as referees. One ufl
the young men. however, had a tnore
direct interest in the contest than being !
Judge, for one of the girls was his |
sweetheart, aml, according to the com- |
puet, if she proved one of the losers In
the contest he would be compelled Tn|
wait two long years before she counld |
tweome his wife. For four hogrs the
wosd-«chopping went on: the girls got
red in the face: they rolled up their |
slvoves untll their plump, pink armas
were bared almoest to the shonlders,
and whacked away at the bhemlock
blocks as though their lives instead of
a bhushand depended upon it

Finally 12 o’clock came, and at the
end of that time there were five weary.
perspiring girls and five big plles of
nicely split hemlock wood for Widow
Hartman, Bot for the life of them the
reforees conld not decide between the
plles of wond ent by Miss Dunlap ana
Miss Russell ns to which was the larger, |
And. Indeed. after raking over all the
sticks and counting them separately,

thy discovery was made that the tw
girls g oot exaetly alike.  The con-
test was deelared o deaw.  And now
all the marringeable young men of the
seventh  ward are easting their eyes
with favor in the direction of these fajr
youug wornen whoe so gallantly demon-
steted thelr abllity 1o cut Hrewood.

Vanger in Mock Marr ngzes,

Not o few glddy glels think It s a
huge Joke to parileipate s mock mar-
rlnge, yot such events have often led
to serions embarvassinents,  Marringe
€ 0 matter too serions o be eritled
with, Jdudges In the courts have fre-
quently been called upon to dissolve the
tles thus thoughtlessly entered nto,
sometlines, it is sad to relate, with the
connlvance of minlsters of the gogpel
andd maglsirates who onght to koow
better thon to play the et they do in
these affairs. 1f a clorgyman were to
atnounee that o baptizing pool would
be opened some svening, eltber in the
ehinreh or elsewhere, anid that he would
perform the rite of baptism as a publie
eutertainment on thie fattest woman or
the tallest man o the oeighborhoeod,
there woulid be no more saerilege than
there I8 I a mock wedlding gotten up
for n public show.

Place to Keen n Bieyele.

An Ingenlons Engllsh woman has de
glgned a eabinet for the beyele in the
form of o hall thble and hntstand. This
cabinet ean by made of any wood and
finished to suit any style or color. The
sunken panels are illed in with Japan-
ese Ieather paper, hoth i the doors and
on each side of the mirvor back, All
thie ordinary requirements of the en-
trance hall are supplied, but ‘naturally
the Interfor required a good deal of
skillf ol arrangement to afford the great-
est muount of accommodation witk the
least posseible space.  The flap In the
cabinet above the opening doors I8
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CABINET FOR WMOCYOLE.

hinged, to throw back, so that the hi-
exele ean go in without any alteration
of the nandle bars. Then the tloor Is
fitted] with grooves and deaws out alte-
gether, to be tsed a2 4 “home tralner,”
while In its proper place In the cabinet
It serves to keep the blieyele in position,
There is plenty of room [nside for all
the bicyelp belongings, as well as the
cleaning apparatus.

How to Keep Wrinkles Awny,

A stmple preventive agninst the ap-
pearance of wrinkles s this: Satorate
a soft towel in very hot water, wring
it and apply 1t to the face, keeping it
there for at least twenty minutes: Then
dry the faee very geutly, This must be
done just before golng o bed. When
traveling, I the skin is very sensitive,
do not batlie the fuce execept at nlght
nd inothe mormning, and then throw a
few drops of tineture of benzoni Into
the water, so that It may be made soft
and agreeable to the skin—Ladles'
Home Journal,
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Nieee of the President-elect, who will
ke a prominent part in Washinzron

| soetety doring the next administration

—~Roston Post.
Whaistconta for Fair Wearers,

Vests of ¢ream lace over white gat'n
are very dressy, anid are partieniarly
ehie with the all black braided tallor
wade gown.

Pretty serviceable vest fronts are
made of gay plaid sllks or striped vel
vete, These are finished with the fall
pouf. which is held in place by small
enameled burtons,

For morning shopping excursion noth-
Ing s smarter than the bright litle

! seariet waistcoat of smooth cloth, bot-

toped high to the throat wit. dull gold
or old sliver buttons.

Any sort of excessive decoration |s
pot considered too much for the I'ttle
vest, which seems fo be a necessary
part of every gown, whether it Is made
with or without a Jacket




