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tires. Tnstead heavy Iron bands were
employed. 1 could hear them come
rumbling along the stone ronds for
miles before they reached the spot
where 1 happeved to be In hilding.
When I saw these military roads In
Belglum for the first time, with their
bheavy cobblestones that looked as If
they would last for centuries, T real
fxzed at once why It was that the Ger-
mans had been able to make such a
rapld advance into Belgium at the
start of the war.

I noticeda that the Belglans used
dogs to a conslderable extent to pull
thelr earts, and 1 thought many times
that i1 I could have stolen one of
those dogs It would have been a very
good eompanion for me and might, If
the occaslon arose, help me out In a
fight. But I had no way of feeding It
and the anlmal would probably have
starved to death. I eould llve on veg-
etables, which I could always depend
wpon finding In toe flelds, but a dog
conldn’t, and so I gave up the idea.

The knack of making fire with two
pleces of dry wood I had often read
about, but I had never put it to & test
and for various ressons I concluded
that it would be unsafe for me to
build a fire even If 1 had matches, In
the first place, there was no absolute
need for it. I didn't have anything
to cook nor utensils to cook it in even
if I bad, While the alr was getting
to be rather coal at night, I was usu-
ally on the go at that time and didn't
motice it. In the daytime, when I
was resting or sleeplng, the sun was
nsuelly out.

To have borrowed matches from a
selgian peasant would have been feas
fble, but when I was willing to take
the chance of approusching anyone, It
was Just as ensy to usk for food as
matches,

It the second place, it wonld have
been extremely dangerous to have
bullt & fire even If 1 hud needed It
You ean't bulld & fire In Belglum,
which is the most thickly populuted
country in Europe, without everyone
knowing It, and I was far from anx-
fous to advertising my whereabouts,

The villages In that part of Bel-
glum through which I was making my
eourse were ko clogse together that
there was hurdly ever an hour pussed
without my heuring some clock strike.
Every village huas (ts clock. Muny
times I could heur the clocks striking
In two villages at the sume tlme.

But the hour had very little Interest
to me, My program was to travel §s
fast as I could from sunset to suorise
and puay no attention to the hours ln
between, and in the daytime I hnd
only two things to worry about: keep

eoncealed and get as much sleep as |

possible,

The eabbage that T got In Belglum
consisted of the smull heads that the
pensunts bad not cut, Al the strength
had concentrated In these lttle heaus
and they would be as bitter as gull, I
would have to be pretty hungry to-
day before I could ever eat cabbage
fgnin and the sume observation ap-
plies to carrots, turnips and sugar
beets—especlally sugur beets,

It I# rather a remurkable thing thut
todny even a smell of turnips, raw or
ecooked, makes me gk, and yet n few
short months ago my life depended
upon them.,

Nighit after night as I searched for
food, I wus alwayg In hopes that 1
might eome wpon some tomptoes or
celery—vegetubles whigh [ _reully
— A

| when 1 found some celery, 1 was never
s0 fortunate. 1 ate so much of the
celery the night I eame upon It that
1 was sick for two days thereafter,
but I earrled severanl bumches away
| with me and used to chow on it as 1
| walked nlong,
| Ot course, 1 kept my eyes open all
' the time for frult trees, but apparently
It wag too late In the year for frult, as
all that 1 ever was able to find were

¢ | kT bGTWITh The excopilon of ohee,

That was one of my red-letter days,
but I was never able to repeat it

In the brooks and poods that 1
passed 1 often noticed figh of different
kinds. That was either in the early

the day, or on moonlight mights when
the water seemed as clear In spots
a8 In the daytime. It occurred to me
that it would be a simple matter to rig
& hook and line and catch some fish,
but I had no means of cooking them
and It was uselesa.to fish for the sake
of It

One night In Belgium my course

tn | took me through a desolate stretch of

country which seemed to be absolutely
uncultivated. 1 must have coversd
twelve miles during the night, without

fleld. My stock of turnips which 1
had picked the night before was gone
and 1 planned, of course, to get enough
to «carry me throogh the following
diny.

'1"11(- North Star was shining brightly
that night and there was absolutely

solutely direct course for Hollgnd and

liberty, but my path seemed to le |

through arld pastures. Far to the
enst or to the west 1 could hear
faintly the striking of villuge bells,
and 1 knew that if 1 changed my
' eourse I would undoubtedly strike
farms and vegetables, but the North
Star seemed to plead with me to fol-
low It and I would not turn aside,

When daylight ecame,
quence wns | was ampty handed and 1
hnd to find & hiding place for the duy.
1 thought 1 would appronch the first
peasant 1 eame to and ask for food,
but that day I had misgivings—a
hunch—that I wonld get into trouble
| 1f T did, and 1 decided to go without
food altogether for that day.

It was & foolish thing to do, I found,
because 1 not only suffered greatly
from hunger all that day, but It Inter
fered with my sleep. 1 would drop off
to steep for half an hour, perhaps,

end during that time 1 would dream
that 1 was free, back home, living &
tife of comparative ense, and then I
would wake up with a =tart and cuteh
a glimpse of the bushes surrounding
me, feel the hard ground benepth me
and the hunger pangs guawing at my
gides, and then 1 would reslize how
tar from home I really was, and I
wonld lle there and wonder whether
I would ever really see¢ my home
fagnin. Then I wonld fall agleep aguln
and dream this time, perhaps of the
days I spent in Courtral, or my leap
from the traln window, of the Bava-
rian pllot whom I sent to eternity In
my Iast ale fight, of my tracer bullets
getting closer and closer to his head,
und then I would wake up agaln with
a start and thunk the Lord that I was
only dreaming It all again instead of
living through it!

That night 1 got an early start bg
cause I knew I had to have food, and
I decided that rather than look for
vegetubles I would tuke a chance and
apply to the first Belgian peasant
whom I came to.

It was sbout 8 o'clock when I came
to a small house, [ had picked op a
heavy stone and had bound It In my
handkerchlef and 1 was resolved to use
it ag a weapon If It became necessary.
After all d had gone through, 1 was

at whatever cost,

morning Just before 1 turned In for

passing & single farm or mltluwdl

nothing to prevent my steering an ab- |

the conses |

resolved to win my liberty eventoally |

As It happened, 1 found that night |

CROOK COUNTY JOURNAL

I had gone tarougn 4ng § outlined my
future plans,

© *“You will nover be able to get to
Holland,” he declared, “without »
passport. The nearer you get to the
frontler the more German solillers
you will encounter, sbd without a
passport you will be u warked man.*
i I nsked him to suggest & way by
swhich 1 could overcome the difficaity.
| ¢ thought for severnl moments
and studied me closely all the time—
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“You Can Hear and Talk If You Wish
—Am | Neot Right™

lately sure that 1 was not a German
spy—and theo apparently declding in
‘my favor, told me what he thought It
was best for me to do.

“If you will eall on  this man"*
| (mentloning the name of n Belglan In
o & city through which I had to
' pres), he advised, “you will be able to
 make arrangements with him to se
| cure a passport, and he will do every-
iwulmmwnlmmofﬂd-
| glum."

He told me where the man In ques
tlon could be found and gnve me some
{useful directions to continne my jour
[oex, amdd then he led me to the door.
(1 thunked him a thousand times and

| wanted to pay him for his kindpess
| and help but he would accept nothing.

He did glve me hls nnme and you may |

| be sure | shall never forget it, but to
| mention It here might, of course, re
sult In serjous consequences for him.
When the war I8 over, however, or the
Germans are thrown out of Belglum,
| I shall make it my duty to find that

kind Belglan If T have to go through

egnlo all that I have suffered already

to do It

CHAPTER XI.
I Encounter German Soldlers.

What the Belglan told me sbout
the need of m passport guve me fresh
cause for worry. Suoppose I should
run into & German sentry before I
succeeded in getting one?

I decided that until I reached the
Iblz city which the Belgidn had men-
tioned—and which I cannot name for
fear of Identifying some of the people
there who befriended me—I would
proceed with the utmost precaution,
Bince I bad discarded my uniform
and had obtulned elvillan elothes, I

yurds when T saw & boat. It was (fe
first time I had soen & boat io all my
exporioncod,

It was fArmly chalned, but as the
stnkes wore sunk In the soft bank It
was ot moch of & Job to pull them
pout. 1 got in, drnnk to my heart's
content, shoved aver to the other sida,
got out, drove a stike Into the ground
and woored the boat, 1t would have
been a simple mattor to have drifted
| @down the river, but the rver was not

two pears, which 1 got out of a tree. perbaps endeavoring to mnke abso- | ghown on the map and I had no ldea

where 1t might lead me, Very relue
| tantly. therefore, 1 had to abandon
the boat and procesd on foot.
| T made several miles that night and
before daylight found a safe pluce In
which to hide for the day. From my
‘hiding place I could see through the
bushos n heavy thick wood only a
| short distance awny, 1 decided that
| T would start earlier than usual, hurry
over to the wood and perhaps, In that
way, 1 could cover two or three miles
[lo the daytime and guin just ko much
time.  Travellng through the wood
|would be comparatively safe. Thoere
was & rallroad going  through the
woad, but I did not figure that that
would make It soy the less safe,

About three o'clock that afternoon,
therefore, I emerged from my hiding
plice and hurrled Into the wood.
After proceeding for half a mile or
s0 1 came to the ralirond. 1 took &
sharp look In both directions and see-
ing no signs of tralns or soldiers, 1
walked boldly over the tracks and
continued on my way.

1 soon e¢ame upon a clearing and
| knew that someons must be living In
|the vicinity, As I turned a group of
|troes 1 saw a small house and in the
|distance an old man working In n
garden, 1 declded te enter the hoyse
||ml nsk for food, figuring the womnn
would probably be old and would he
no mateh for me even If she proved
bostile. The old woman who came
| to the door in response to. my knock
was older than 1 expected. If she
wansn't close to a hundred, 1 miss my
| guess yery much,
| She could not speak Eoglish and §
eould not speak Flemish, of course,
but nevertheless I made her under
|nru:|d that I wanted something to eat.

She enme out of the door and hol- |

loed for her husband In & shrill volee
| thut would have done eredit to n girl
of elghteen. The old man cnme In
from the garden and between the two

of them they managed to get tbe idea |

l thnt T was hungry and they gave me

| plece of bread—a very smull plece—
which wis quite o treat.

The house they lived In conklsted of
Just two rooms—the Kitchen and
bedroom. The kitchen wus perhaps
fourteen feet square, elght feet of
one side belng taken up by an enore
mous fireplnee, What was in the bed-
room I had no way of telling, as I
Ald not dare to be too Inquisitive,

I made the old couple understand

all night, but the old man shook his
bend. I bade them good-by and dis
appeared Into the woods, leaving them
to speculnte as to the strunge for
elgner they had entertalned, |

From the great density of the popu- |
Intion In this section through which I i
was now passing I reallzed that I
must be In the outskirts of the big
city which the Belgian bhad mentloned
and where I was to procure a pass-
port.

Villnge after vilinge intercepted me,
and although I tried to akirt them
wherever possible 1 realized that 1
wonld pever make much progress if |
I continued that course. To gain & |
mile I would sometimes have to make
a detour of two or three. [ declded
that I would try my luck In golng |
stralght through the next village I
came to,

As 1 appronched It, 1 passed nuom-
hers of pensants who were ambling
along the rond, 1 was afrald to mingle

that I would Hke to stay In thelr house |

"gave me a world of conBdence. M
demonstrated to me that there was
| nothing In my appeatance at any rate
'to attract the attentlon of the German
| moldiors.  Apparently ‘T looked llke a
|'Belgian peasant, and If could only
'work things so that 1 would never
have to pnswer questions and thus
Kive awny my pationality, T figured |
| would be tolerably safe k

As 1 marched nlong T felt so happy
T couldn't help humming an uir of ouw
of the now patriotic songs that we
used to sing at the sirdrome back In
Ypres,

In this happy frame of mind I cov.
ered the pext three miles in about an
bour and then came to another litle
villuge. My usunl course would have
been to go around It—through felds,
baek yurds, woods or whatever eclse
Iny In my way—but 1 bad gained wo
much thme by going through the lust
villuge tnstend of detouring around
it nod my appearnnce seemed to be so
unsusplelous that T decided to try the
same stuot agein, .

I stopped bumming and kept vory
much on the alert, but spart from
that, I walked boldly through the
maln street without any feeling of
alarm.

I bad procesded perbaps, a mile
along the malu street when 1 noticed
ahend of me three Germun soldlers
standing at the curh,

Agnin my hourt sturted to beat fast,
I must confess, but I was not pearly
#0 scared as 1 had been an hour or
#0 hefore,

I walked nhend, determined to fol
low my previops procedurs In every
particular,

1 had got to about Ofteon feet Away
from the soldlers when ote of them
| stepped  onto  the sldowalk
| shouted ;

“Hat

My heart stopped beating fast—for
n moment, I belleve, it stopped beating
| altogether! 1 ean’t attempt to de

weribe my feellngs, 1 thought that
the Jig was up—that all 1 had gone
through and all 1 had escaped would
now avall we nothing, mingled with
the feellng of disgust with my-
wolf becnusa of the foollsh risk 1
had taken in golng through the vil-

out of me, and I could Ffeel myself
wilting as the soldivr ndynnced to the
spot where 1 stood rooted (o my
tracks,

1 had n bottle of water In one pocket
and s plece of brend In the other, und

1
a8 the Hun advanced to search me 1

held the bottle up In one hand and
the plece of brend In the other so that
e could wee that was all 1 hud,

It occurred to me that he would
“frisk” me—that Is, feel me over for
| mrms or other weapons, *then place
‘ me under arrest und march me off to
|

the guardhouse, I had pot the sllght-
est lden but that I was eaptured and
there didn't weem to be much use lo
resisting, unarmed as I was and with
within a
few feet of us,

Like a flush It suddenly daened on
me, however, that for all thie <o Dller
could huve known 1 wax only u Bael- |
glan peasuot and that his ob! In
senrching me, which he provec. |0 to
do, wus (o pscertaln whether 1l
committed the common “erime” of
suggling potatoes.

The Belglany were nllowed only a
certhin amount of potatoes, und It s |
agalnst the Jaws luld down by the
Huns to deal in vegetables of any
kind except under the rigld supervi-
slon of the authorities, Nevertheless,
It was one of the principal vocutions
of the average poor Belgian to buy
potatoes out In the country from

sants and then smuggle them loto
the large citles and sell them clan-
destinely at & high price.

To stop this truffic In potatoes, the
German soldlers were In the habit of
subjecting the Belglans to frequent

‘twn other German soldlers

und |

lage, comblned to tuke nll the starch |

the first real friend I hud encountered | |
in all my travéllng. When I knocked | |
timidly on the door, It was opened by |

with them becnuse it was lmpossible
for one to talk to them and It was

P

& Belgian peasant, about fifty years of
age. He asked me In Flemish what 1
wanted, but I shook my head and
pointing to my ears and mouth intl-

then 1 opened and closed my mouth
several
wanted food.

I He showed me Inside and sat me at
the table. He apparently lved alone,
| for his Nlfurnished room had bat one
| chalr, and the plate and koife and
fork he put before me seemed to be all
he had. He bronght me some cold

' bread, and he warmed me some milk
on a smull oll stove.

I ate ruvenously and all the time I
was engaged I knew that he was eye
ing me closely,

Before 1 was half through he came
over to me, touching me on the shoul-
der, and stooplng over so that his lps
almost touched my ear, he®suld In
broken English. “You are an Eng-
Ushman—I know lt—and you ean hear
and talk If you wish—am T not right?"

There was o smile on his face and
a friendly attitude sbout him that told
me instinetively that he could be
trusted, and
| guessed right—only 1 am an Ameri-
ctn, not an Epglishman,"

He lovked at me pityingly and filled
my cup agaln with warm milk,

His kindness und apparent willing-
ness to help mwe almost overcame me,
and I felt llke warning him of the
| consequences he would suffer if the

Huns discovered he had befrlended
me, T had heard that twenty Belglang
hnd been ghot for helping Belgians
to escape into Holland, and [ hated
[to think what might happen to this
good old Sumuritan If the Huns ever
knew that he had belped an escaped
Amerienn prisoner,

After my menl was finished, I told
him in a8 gimple lnnguage as 1 could
|ewmuund of some of the expgerlgpees

mated that I was deaf and dumb, and |!

times to show him that 1 °

potatoes and several slices of satale |

I replied: “You bhave |

dangerous to arouse susplelon evem
among the Belginns, For all 1 knew,
one of them might be trencherous
enough to dellver me to the Germuns
in return for the reward he might be
sure of recelving.

Abhout 9 o'clock that
eame to a polnt where ahead of me on
the right was a Belglan pollee statlon
I knew it from lts red llghts—and
on the other side of the strest were
two German soldlers In  uniform
lenning ngningt o bleyele,

Here wius a problem which ealled
for Instant declslon; If I turned back
the susplelon of the soldiers would
be Instantly aroused and If 1 crossed
{the rond o a8 not to pass ko closely
| to them they might be equnlly sus-
| plelons, I decided to march bravely

by the Huns, bluff my way through
! and trust to Providence. If anybody
| tmngines, however, that T was at all
comfortuble ns I approuched these
soldlers, he most think I am & muech
braver man than I clalm to be, My
heart beat so loud 1 was afrald they
would hear it. Hvery step I took
Last Photograph Taken of Lleutenant | brought me so much nenrer to what
with | might prove to be the end of all my
hopes. It was a nerve-racking ordeal.
| I wans now within n few feet of
 had not been quite as careful us 1 WAS | ghem. Another stop and—

(at first. While I had done my lﬂl'i-i They dida't turn & halr] T passed
eling at night. I had not gone into right by them—heard what they were
{biding #o early In the morning a8 | gaeing, although, of course, I didn't
|before and I had sometimes started ' ynderstand it, and went right on, 1
Rgnin before it was quite dark, rely- | ean't pay I didn't walk a little faster
(Iog upon the fact that I would prob- | a8 I left them behind, but I tried to
sbly be mistaken for a Belglan on b8 poaintain &n even galt 8o as not to
way to or from work, as the cuse give them any lden of the Inward ex-
might be. From now on, I resolved, | yitation 1 was experiencing. No words
however, I would take 00 more | agn explaln, however, how relleved 1
chances, really felt—to know that I had suc-
| Thag evening I came to a river per- | pamsfully passed through the first of
haps feventy-five yards wide snd I ' g series of similar tests which I real-
was getting rendy to swim It when I yzed were In store for me—although
"thoaght I would walk a lttle wiy t0 ' T did not know then how soon I was
find, if possible, a hetter place to get o he confronted with the second.

to the river from the bank. Ihad not | Ag It was, however, the Ipcldent
wullied more thun o few hupdred

@ O'Brien Before His Capture,
| Him ls His Chum, Lieutenant Raney,

evening 1

senrch, and I wan belng held up by
this soldier for no other reuson than
that he thought 1 might be a potato
smuggler|

He felt of my outside clothes and

pockets, and finding no potatoes
seemed to be quite metisfied. Had he
but known who I was he could have
enrned nn lron e¢ross! Or, perhaps, In
view of the faet that T had a heavy
witer bottle In my uplifted hand, It
might huve turned out to be & wooden
cross !
*HMe soald something In German,
which, of conrse, I did not understand,
and then some Belglun peasants come
along and seemed to distract his atten-
tion. Perhnps be hod sald: “It's all
right; you mny go on,” or he may
have been talking to the others In
Flemish, but at nny rate, observing
that he was more Interested in the
ofliers than he was In me at the mo-
ment, 1 put the bottle In  my pocket
nnd walked on,

After T walked o few stops, T took a
furtive glance bpekward and noticed
the soldler who had searched me re
Joln his comrades at the curb and then
stop another fellow who had come
along, and then I disappeared Ra the
darkness,

I cunnot gay that the outcome of
this adventure left me In the same
confident ‘frame of mind that followed
the earller one, T wong sure I had
come out of it all right, but I could
not help thinking what a terribly close
shave I had, -

Suppose the soldler had questioned
me! The ruse I' had been followlng
In my dealings with the Belglun pe
ants—pretending 1 was dent m
dumb—might possibly” have worked
here, too, but a soldler—a Gorman
soldier—might not 8o easlly have been
fooled. It wns more than an even
chance that It would buve at least
aroused his susplelon and resulted In
further Investigution. A search of
my eclothing would have revenled m
ldnsmtn things which would huave estub-

lighed my ldentity and sl my sham-
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wing of dedfness would have avilled
we nothiong,

As 1 wandored nlong I knew that I
wnn now approaching the big cty
which my Belglan friend had spoken

Bearched by German Guards,

of and which I would have to enter
It 1 wan to got the pussport, and I
renlleed now how essential It was to
have something to enuble me 1o get
through the frequenst examlioations
to which 1 expected to be subjected.

While 1 wus still deboting ln my
mind whether It was golng to be pos-
sihle for me to enter the city that
night, 1 saw In the distunce what ap-
penred to be an are lght, sod as L
oonred It that was what It turned out
to be. HBoneath the light I eould
mike out the forms of three gunrds,
aud the thought of having to go
through the same kind of ordes! that
I had just experienced flled me with
misglvings, Wous It possible that I
econld be fortunate enough to get by
ngnin?

As I slowed up a little, trying to
make up my mind what wus hest to do,
I was overinken by a group of Bek

ginn women who were shuffiing along
the rond, and I decided 1o mingle
wltll_tlu-tu und see If 1 coulda't convey
the dmpression that I was one of
thelr party,

Ax we approached the are light, the
Agures of those three soldlers with
thelr spiked helmets lowned before
ke n reglment. 1 felt s If | were
walking right into the jaws of death
Rather thun go through what was la
store for we, 1 felt that 1 would ine-
finltely prefer to be fighting again la
the wir with those four despernte
Mons who had been the enuse of my
present  plight—then, st least, I
would have & chance to fight back,
bt now 1 had to risk my life and
tuke what was coming to we without
4 chinnce to strike a blow o my own

efense,

I shull never forget my fecllngs e
we ¢nme within the shaft of light pros
Jected by thut groat are lght nor the
faces of those thrbe gunrds ns we
passed by them. 1 didn't look directly
at them, but out of the corner pf my
eye | never missed u detull, T held &
bandkerchief ap to my fuce as we
pussed them and endeavored to lmis
tate the slouching gait of the Belglans
as well us I could, and appurently It
worked, We walked right by those
guards and they pald absolutely no
attention to us,

If ever a fellow felt like golng down
on his knees and praying I did at that
moment, but It wouldn't have done to
show my elation or gratitude In that
conspleuous way,

It was then well after 11 o'clock and,
I knew It would be unsafe for me to
attempt to find a lodging place in the
clty, nud the ouly thing for me to do
was to locate the mun whose nnme the
Belginn had glven me. He bhad given
me a good description of the street
and hud directed me how to get there,
and I followed his Instructions closely,

After walking the streets for about
half an hour, I enme upon one of the
lnndmurks my friend had deseribed to
ma and ten minutes afterwards I was
knocking at the door of the man who
was to moake It possible for me to reach
Holland—and Ilbertyl At least, that
was what I hoped,

CHAPTER XII,

The Forged Passport,

For obvious reasons, I eannot de-
seribe the man to whom I spplied for
the passport nor the house in which
he lived. While, In view of what subs
sequently huppened, I would not be
very much concerned If he got inte
trouble for having denlt with me, I
reallze that the hurdships he had en-
dured In eommon with the other loe
habltants of that conquered city may
possibly have distorted his {dea of
right and justice, and I shall not des
liberately bring further disaster om
him by reveallng his identity,

This man—we will eall him Huype
lUger because that s s unllke his
name a8 It I8 mine—waa very kind te
me on that memorable night when I
aroused bim from his kleep and in &
few words of explunntion told him of
my plight, E

He Invited we inside, prepared some
food for me nnd, putting on a dresss
ing gown, came and sat by me while I
ate, llstenlug with the grentest inters
est to the short account of my advens
tures, '

- e

(To be continued)




