until it bocame quite & serious
| matter.

In those days fences were few
rand far betweon The sheopmoen
traveled as the crow fMles. 1f they |

stoermd from a certaln  course, L)
wus for water. There were no such
things as dusty lanes in those days, |
nor a time schodule made by Uncle |
Sam to follow closely.

Industry in Contral and Eastern | o0 o0e qut to the ranches, bonght |

Oregon
overlund  in  droves of five, ten or
fifteen thousand to the noarest ship-

(By Beai Amls) ping point, Ontario belng a favorite
place.

There was once 8 time  in  this| Little hay was ralsed In o great |
Ereat livestock reglon when grazing | many places, alfalfa was nol goner-
Iand was nobody's land, vet every-| ally cultivated and in some local-
body's land and that was not more | ities not even heard of. Cattle and
than thirty years age. Then the| horses lived on  the high bunch
groater portion of Central Oregon, | Erass, but some of the hurd winters
the livestook center, was all Wasco | killed them off like fies. In o
County, extending east from the | mild winter they wintered through
crest of the Cascude Mountains to|in good condition.
the Grant County line; south from Every spring the stockmen and
the Columbia River to Lake County. | their cowboys assombled to tuke an
It was then a vast sed of bunch | inventory of their possessions, This
grass, sage brush and covered every- was caled the spring rodeo, and was
where with cattle, horses and sheap, | for the purpose mainly of marking
It wag very sparsely settled and|and  branding calves and looking
avery settler owned either sheep, after the genersl condition of the
horses or cattle. old stock. Such an outft consisted

There was no end to bunch grass' of a camp wagon and cook, a cavar-
or limit to the range one controlled. | ango, or horse boy, whoe kept the
It belonged to anybody and every-|saddle horses together, and the cow
body. It was frst come first served. | punchers, in number from seven to

The summer range belonged to) twelve or more. These were gen-
the first stockman who could get to uine cowboys, not your sereen imi-
ft. The forest ranges were then in ' tation, but men who lived on horse-
A virgin state. All kinds of vegeta- | back and In the saddle from year to
tion grow in tangled masses. Pea-| year, No outlaw horse was too
vine grew like alfalfa. There were snorty for their mount, in fact their
sunflowers so thick sheep were saddle horses were trained to be
driven through them with difficulty. wild and glassy-eyed. If they did
Wild roses grew in jungles that no not buck on a frosty morning some-
man could penetrate. Squirrel cora.]lhlu was radically wrong, Usually
or skunk cabbage, grew so high and ' il one outlaw bucked, they all buck-
thick that stock avoided golng ed, it was a general invitation for a

soon cleaned out early In the season | ¢

Mutton buy- | -

their mutton and then drove them |

through it generally. AN kinds of
grasses grew so luxurisntly that it
could have been easily cut with a

rough house. It was common to
see a doren or more mustangs
plunging madly and the bucarroos
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At The Round-Up

The Roundup
The roundup

WaRk 0 gEroat event

for the eattlemen and especially the
cowboys From a certain point the

cattle waore collected for & few days
until a large herd was gathersd o

gether. Each outfit had a foreman

and each cattleman had his cowboys |
there 1o se¢ that he got his iron on
the right brate. The calf seen to
nurse a certikin cow was roped and
branded and marked with the same
iron as it8 mother. Corrnls  were
seldom wused and could hardly be
used if had. The saddle horn was
the snubbing post in use in those
days. The roping was marvelous,
To cateh a cow or calf, the nooss
was thrown in front of the animal
which jumped through It like a cir-
cus dog Jjumping through a hmm.|
but as the animal’s hind feet were

A hunter in quest of

vieinity
The “Slek Bar'
The “slick our” bholonged to the
first man who could get his | lron
on it Anvthing was a "slick ear™
after 1t was weated from [ts wother
It happened to e & calf that was
ovorlooked In the roundup or
was not gathersd in at all

olne

8o I

|
wag an animal without a muark or

an owner and was public property
other  game
often bagged one of these HSome-
times they grew to be two or three
yearas old  before belng  detected,
They were guite common in  the

oarly cattle davs in this country and | fome placed In

every  winter many of the settlers
wenl gunning  for'slick ears® and
in this way obtained meat for the

ny  though It wore deeded 'I'hr-!
shoopmon made and  agroed  upon |
cortain Hoes and they ranged thelr |
wtock accordingly Ocenmionnlly o |
laxy sheop herder would “fall” |
asloep and allow his fock (o cross
the dead line. OF course the sleep
ing process would be only toeigned. |
At any rate whenever tha Aocks
trespussid over the Hine It was some
such exouse offerad.  The cattlemen
allowed thelr cattle to roam nt will,
having no herdor. They would nat-
urally drift to the forests In spring
time  and  back  agaln in the fall
when they would be rounded up and
onclosed  pustures
Thousands of acres of publie land
were fenced In many places and hero
bunch grass would grow threag fesl

fiomn for the

| MRt rOnge

high, and made exeellent winters
pasture,
Wild Horses and Cattle

winter. Beef was dirt cheap those
days, A good blg four-year-old
steer could be bought for twenty.

dreds of thousands in the Ochoco 50 to 90 miles in one of these daily | time another loop was tossed over
forest east of Prineville. Summit = rides but seldom would such a day's|the animals head. In five minutes
Prairie was then a big meadow and chore fatigue or subdue the wily|[the beast would be on the ground
wae a paradise for the stockmen. broncho. The boys had to be care-| ready for the froning process. The
Only a few homesteaders lived there. ful in unsaddling lest the outlaws|iron was a simple stralght rod with
Bheep from Grass Valley, Bake should deal them a blow with their|a slightly bent end. With this in-
Oven, The Dalles, Gilliam County, hind feet. The outlaw horse never|sgtrument the cowboy could make
Condon and many other points were could be broken. Usunally they be-|any letter or other mark in vogue as
ranged around Summit Prairle. 80 .sme old and stiff constant | & brand. Tt was light and could be
many sheep were taken to this sum- hard bucking which put them on carried on the saddle. A few days
meér range that in 1888 the ranges on a roundup sufliced to brand and
were practically devastated, The D€ Pension list for saddle horses.| oo o cqule within a radius of
rose jungles disappeared for all A pension consisted of life on the | un or fifteen miles, then the opers
time, and the other vegetation was ranges without molestation. tions were repeated in an adjoining

from

Central Oregon for the stockmen.
Many accumuluted fortunes, retired
and moved away and the cowboyn

have grown old now and many of
them like thelr outlaw
reating on  the ranges of
preace

eternal

Range Respected

ponfes are | nge

As o genernl rule ench stockwan

\
in those days respoctod all others'
runges  which  they “claimed’ as

“theirs” because they were first on |

It, but It was respected just as much
=

much thirty years ago, s good sad-
dle pony could be bought from five
dollurs up. But they ran like wild
your wftor yoar, some dying of old
without u brand or even ever
belng  roped They ran In berds
and when they sighted a human bo-
ing they snorted and were out of
thelr  flest  feet

they

sight na quick ns
could carry them, and wire

flecty and tough am lron, It was o

wiry saddle horse

In wight of them, It was a stronu-

that could hm~|.1l
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oun jJob to corral them as they would
plunge headlong  Into any obstre

ton o evade belng turned from o
certain  course Many wore cabght
and conguerod wnd they ware worth
the offort for a good hardy drivers
or riding  home  then  wak to his
master what the auto today I8 to
it owner When of
thelr backs and started for & cortalo
place you were sure (o arvive thers
without full.  There were no blow
outs, punctures or heokon axies, «

onve ol one

othor grief
Business Was Hig

Dollaty alioal  grew op tiees In
the early days of the stock Industry
grew on the hille I not on
an the whdops' backs anid on
hords. T wan blg bus
comttry morchant. The
il a big enttle or
man was wlmost HKke & gold mineg fo

They
treos

the eattls
whee

the country store keoper He did
in Ny
ponnd lots but bought by
bringing aloug six or
frelght
itk hiW puribinsion

The farmer who cultivated  the
ol for o livellhood sold his hay to

not buy cont  paokngos o
whodowalo
and - retall,

alght-horse outfits 1o s

the stockman eyery
pricos Conmequenily they  als
prospered as thoy only had (o stack
the hay and the sheepmen hought i
and drove thelr Bocks to It and fed
it

The patrovsge of the stookmen
wan heavy and was good in all Hies
Thare rillroads and sl

yeur sl good

ware no

thelr prodicts  were frolghtod o=
driven on hoof to The Dalles,
Much hay wan in demand both iu

the country and in the towns which
stimulated farm operations and good
prives, The tght-wad wsa con-
spledoun for his abwence It secmed
Al any rate money was oasy and
plentiful and flowed In streams o
the differont channoels,

Thoe cowpunchoers never had use
for money and It burned thelr fAn-
gors so they flung it to the brosgs
as soon 48 they struck town

mower, yelping like Piute Indians as they| SPECIAL EDITION—GALLEY 12 oo o0 o0 und for less If prospects| Horses were not only wild, but They
In the years 1584-5 sheep, horses left camp for the day's ride. A |about to pass through the loop Lhere | ro o bad winter were In sight. But[88 wild as elk or any other wild [ belleved in free  clrculation of
and cattle were ranging by the hun- cowboy would cover anywhere from| was & quick jerk and at the sume At that it was the golden days in|Animal, Horses were not worth change and they did it froely. Sheop

herders also scatterad thelr dollars
ke wheat when they blew In
There wan always plenty of work
with stock, everybody had money or
could get It saslly, were happy, and
busisionn was good

That was the lust of the
Went, abuolutely. As the sun went
down along in the late ninaties, s
did the great west and the roal big
froe range stock business pass on

Great
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