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(By A. R. Bohoskey, formrely hog
buyer for Union Meat Company,
North Portland, Oregon, )

I have heen roquested to give a
talk on hogs and have selected for
the subject of this talk “Topping
the Market.” It s, or shoud] be
the ambition of all hog mmisers to
top the market with their hogs and
after the succcssful hog maiser has
topped the market he should not be
content with this, but should make
an «ffort to "Spring the Market,” to
use & stock yards phrase. 1t should
be a source of keen gratification to
a hog raiser to take his hogs to
market and on his return home be
able to tell his neighbors that he not
only topped the market, but ralsed
the market to a new level

Purebreds vs, Cross Breecds

The first step to take in this di-
rection should be to ralse pure-bred
hogs. This is of vital importance to
the ultimate suocess of any hog
raiser. Volumes have been written
as to the advisability of ralsing
pure-bred hogs, and you, no doubt,
have been urged to raise pure-breds
times without number. You cannot,
Jhowever, have this brought to your
“attention too forcibly. 1 have often
‘Beard the statement made that the

“Brst cross f8 an  improvement on|(le, If any. grain in addition, and

‘pure-bred hogs for market purposes,
‘but T have never been convinced
‘that there Is any advantage what-

‘sver to be derived from crossing two |

‘areeds of hogs. Granting, however,
that the first cross makes an excel-
lent hog, there are times when it is

|
aecessary to save the gilts rnrl

‘oreeding purposes, and if these are
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grain. It is advisable for this man
to feed grain while his pigs are on

pusture; feed them i daily ration In |

canjunction with the pasturage,
| keeping his plgs fat and thrifty and
| making daily gains It is a well
known fact that hogs will put om
the most profitable gains during the
| irst few months of their We, and

with the grain at his dispasal Ih.nI

producer can market his plgs at an
carly age, before they get ute the
strong-welght cliss,

Another producer may have
plenty of pasture and be compelied
to buy his grain. It would no doabt

be policy for him to allow his 'F"I-'n-“l

to run on pasture until they attain
growth and frame before
them up to fead. It properly fAnlsh-
ed, this man's hogs would go into
the stroug-welight class, ranging
from 225 to 260 pounds,
Po Not Economize on Feed

Il NevYer payvs o economize on
grain at the expense of finish, The
buver s always looking for hogs
with & hard-grain finish. He knows
they will dress out firm and make »
high per cent and ean awlford to pay
more for hogs of this kind than
those which run on pasture all sum-

mer without grain and are then put|

on stubble for a short time, fed lit

rushed to market prematurely He
will pass this class of hogs up and |
will only buy them when he cannot |
get enough good hogs to fill his re-
quirements.

To illustrate the comparative val-l
ue of the two grades of hogs just |
mentioned: A  buyer will buy a'
load of well-bred, highly-finished, |

ared their progeny will embrace ull;;nm.m’ hogh at, say, Se¢ per|

-he undesirable features of both
areeds and bear little resemblance
0 their pure-bred ancestors.

Buyers Prefer Purchreds .
, It always pays to remember that |
an even load of pure-bred hogs of
aniform size, carrying finish and |
Juality, makes an attractive display
and appeals very strongly to the
yayer. He will make a special effort
t0 buy hogs of this kind even if it is
secessary to spring the market to

o s0. He can estimate within one |
ar two per cent of what these hogs |

xill yield and can figure the dressed

pound. He will also buy a load of |
cross-breds off pasture  and whlt'h!
have just been “warmed up™ on |
grain at $7.50. The good load at|
¢ will yield 80 per cent and cost|
10¢ per pound dressed, while the
other load will vield 75 per cenmt

and cost exactly the same price on

the hook. Which is the cheaper
load? The good load, of course

The buyer of today figures on a
dressed cost when buying his hogs
and the live cost serves only as a
basis on which to figare the yield.
This Hlustration shows that the live

ost very closely. On the other |price does not always indicate

aand, a load of hogs of u.a.urludl
‘yizes and breeds are hard to judge |
and he is forced to make liberal al- '
owances when buying this class of |
a0ge, and generally a load of this|
tind does not bring what it is worth |
a5 it is heavily discounted by the
uyer.

I certainly would not advocate
selling your sows at a sacrifice and
nvesting in pure breds at a high
sost. This would be courting finan-
sial disaster if done too hastily. [t
& better to breed up, using pure- |
sred boars, the best that ecan be ob- |
ained and as you fattem up your|
woss-bred pows for market and dis-
wee of them, replace them with
yure-breds of the same breeqd as your
yaar, wherever possible. |

Most Desirable Breed 1

I bave been asked a great many
imes, “What breed of hogs is most
n demand by the packers?"  The
sackers must have an assortment of
ypes. They would be placed at a |
sreal disadvantage if they were
torced to buy all Poland Chinas,
Juroc Jergeys or Chester Whites,
They must have some of the bacon
yes aa well, such as the Tamworth,
he Hampshire, the Yorkshire, and
he Berkshire. Any of these bhreeds
ir any of the other standard breeds
ire what the packer wants,

Fortunately hog raisers disagree
8 to the most profitable breed to
mige. The producer should decide
8 to the breed best suited to his
aste; he should then Invest in pure-
Moods of this type and stay with

he breed, not sllowing sny foreign !

| wore high and waiting for a low

| market on which to put up their
I have also heen asked, *'What!

lood to work into his herd
The Best Weight Hog

whether a car of hogs Is cheap or
high. The quality and ability to
dress a high per cent is what counts.

The hard, grain-fed hog will
yield a produet which is firm and
has quality, while the half-fat hog.
which has run on pasture and fed

| very little grain, will dress out soft

and sloppy, and ita product will
grade very low indeed. The packer
dislikes having this product in his
cellars at any price, as It hurts his

| trade.

If yvou finish your hogs and they
have the quality, the buyer will al-
ways be on the lookout when they
are due on the market, and he will
make A strong effort to buy them,
as he knows what they will do. The
buver is kept posted of the yields of
the different hogs he buys and he
knows where to look for the good
hogs. I

Stay With Hog Ralsing |

Do not be an  “in-and-outer.” Stay

with the hog game. It does not pay

| to get into the game when hogs are

high and out of it when they seem
low. The man who stays with it
yeur in and vear out is bound to
make handsome profits. At no time
In the past few vears has It heen un-
profitable to ralse hogs We have
had only temporary depressions and
the gubsequent rige in the market
hag brought the average price of
hogs up to a very profitable level
for the producer.

Let us suppose that the " Union | i

Meat Co., who kill thousands of
hogy each week, should pursue a
poliey of not buying hogs when they

hogs. You can readily appreclate

veight hog is required by the puck- | {hat they could not stay In the pack-
 and what weight hog will top the | ing business very long. |

narket?” The range of welghts|

vithin which a load of hogs will
op the market is wide indeed. Hogs
veighing from 150 to 250 pounds
vill top the market providing, of
ourse, that they possess quality
ind finish. The packer must have
ssorted sizes as well as assorted
ypes. It does not neceasarily fol-
ow thuat the producer endeavor to
ymbrace these various weights In a
@ar of hogs; he should endeayvor to
urn off his hogs as uniform In size
md welght as possible. They look
setter and sell better. The hog
alscr should also decide for him-
welf a8 to what weight hog he should
wat on the market

It would be fallacicus for me to
mgeest to any producer that he
sarket his hogs at 175, 200 or 225
jounds without knowing the condi-
dons he works under. One produe-
sr may have an abundance of cheap

I have bought a great many hogs
on & high market when 1 knew these
hogs wounld loge the company

|
:uannr-}'. but we all know that the
| market would decline sooner or lat-

er and strike a reasonable average.
The snccessful hog raiser must also
work on this basis. There never has
been a time when the hog market

level for any great length of time.

Becuuge the producer appears to

lose money on a load of hogs Is not

sufficient reason for him to quit the

hog husiness,

o Not Speculate on the Market
Never speculate on the market.

are at a polnt where they refuse to
put on profitable gaing, It is always
best to sell them, as the market s
as apt to decline as it is to advanee.

I have offered $9.25 for hogs which

NG THE MA

The owper lost §1 25 slaughterers and most of the smal)

and his hogs were not pay- | kitlers in the Northwaont Compaetl

posing of your

most logleal markest

HE MARKET

wak holding for a $0.50 | business. Thon, too, there are buy. tlon and you are antitled to thin | hogs and  then  divide the profits
lnter bought the snme  ors there representing all the large profit, The country shipper s very | with another

eanentind in loenlition where the |omo producers carey the ldea
hogs are widely seattered and each  that the eountrs nhilppor Ut get
ranchor has only a fow head He | more for hogs on the market thas

feod, an thyy wore | tlon Ik what you want, and (€t 18 here collocte thow In car lots and ships be can.  This s 1ot the case by any

that vou gt It This Is the only them o market But the rancher means The hogs are consigned te

r ool o Competitive Market opon competitive markel on the Pa- who has o carload or can  consoll- | a commiassion frm, Thelr salesnian
» Augiest that In 8- | cifle Const, and is ontitled o your date  with  some of hip nelghbors | sells the hogs at $10 per ear com

hogs you ship your | patronage You must remember and make up o corlond, shonlil cons | mlsmion, e will  probably havas

apon miarket The that the buyer who tries o bay sign them to the open market from five to Aftean cars of hogs te

for this locality | vour hogs st voar ranch bases hin Community Shipments Popular show the buver. The buver doss

I Unlon Stoek Yarids price on the Portland market Yon I have purchased loads of hogs in not look  at the shippoar, but the

our hoge to one of | have the Portland  guotatlons  and the Portland yards made ap of hogs hogs, sod It s immueterisl (o him
irms ot the stock | pe s compelivd o use the Portland owned by from 156 to 20 different . who shipped themy In Whnt he

will b assured of maxt- | market as 4 basts on which to buy ranchors They are worted  up  In wants s aquality in the hogs It in
Thore is double com- | vour hogs You must alse consider the yards, sold on thelr moerite and ol pecesary o khow the popos

The commission | the  fact that he would not be at the expenses pro-riated Each owh- Merely ship your hogs to one of

putting | men compete with vach other to 8o- ' your ranch unless he expocts to buy or gets all there (s In his hogs in the commission men ot the Yarda
cure your business and will make a | them cheaper than he could st Port- this  manner These community He will feed your hogs, water them
special offort to secare the extreme | land providing he  represents a shipments are becoming very popu- sell them, see that they are weighod
hogs, as they know | packer If a country shipper, he lar It cortalnly  looks like poor properly, and glve you a check (e
they will Jose your must make a profit on the fransac- judgment to ralse and fatten your cover the same day the hoks are

THE OREGON FARMER

has stayed on an exceedingly low | |

When  your hogs are finished and | [§

The Crook County Journal

MAEKES CLUBBING ARRANGEMENT WITH

Offers Unusual Opportunity To Its Readers

MONG our large circle of readers there are a great many
who are interested directly or indirectly in fruit growing,
dairying and other branches of farming. All of these nat-
(400 uralfy wish to keep 1n close touch with agricultural activi-
ties throughout the state; and to know about any fight which is
being waged for the measures Oregon farmers want and against
all sorts of schemes that are detrimental to the people and agri-
cultural interests of this state. o ¥ i e

We have, therefore, made a special clubbing arrangement with
THE .OREGON FARMER whereby any farmer or fruit-
grower, who 1s one of our regular subscribers and who is not |
now a subscriber of THE OREGON FARMER, will be en-
titled to receive THE OREGON FARMER in combination

with this paper at the same rate as for this paper alone. + #

This offer applies to all those who renew or extend their sub-
criptions as well as to all new subscribers, If you are interested
directly or indirectly in Oregon agriculture, do not miss this
unusual opporturity but send your order in now. + + %

THE OREGON FARMER is the one farm paper which is f'
devoting itself exclusively to the farming activities and interests
of Oregon. It has a big organization gathering the news of |,,
importance to farmers, dairymen, fruitgrowers, stockraisers and |
poultrymen; and it has the backbone to attack wrongful methods V
and combinations and bad legislation, and support honest leaders ‘
and beneficial measures. We are confident that our readers will ”
congratulate us on our being able to make this splendid and |

attractive clubbing offer. <+ <+ + ¢ ¢ + /% |
$1.50 |
$1.00
$2.50 |
s150 ||

THE CROOK COUNTY JOURNAL |
PRINEVILLE, OREGON I

Crook County Journal 1 year - -
Oregon Farmer 1 year - -

By our clubbing plans both for -




