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LANDLAWSTO STAND!
No Cllangf;Wi‘II be made
this Congress,

Repeal Lieu Land Law,

Gamoe Wardoo Quimby Rooom«
menda Many Changes (n
Gamo Laws.

It was practically decided ot a
mecting of the house land com-
mitten yesterday not Lo abtampt
uny legiglation in the direction of
reforming the land laws, a¥ recom-
manded by President Rogsevelt in
his apousl wessago, says o Wash-
inglon dispateh of Dec, 12, The
Quarles-Powers Bill repealing the
timber, desert dnd homestead comn
munication laws was taken upin-
formally, The committee was
practically unanimous in rejecting
all throe sections of the bill, the
only eonsteuctive. legislation sug
gested belng & proposition toin-
crease the price of commuted home-
stesds from $1.26 to 82,60 un acre,
and to inersnse the price of timber
londs in states wost of the Rocky
mountaing from#$2.60 to $5 or even
#10 an acre,

The timber law was favored as
it stands, especially by the mom-
biers from Colorado and Wyoming,
on the ground that tho law is being
honestly earried out und was bene-
fiting the arid states. The com-
mittes also took the ground that
commutation fof a  homestead

_should be sllowsd to provide. for,
cases in Whick i wasa harduhip
on the settler to reside five years
upon his claim before securing
title, fn fact, the réeommendn-
tions of the prefident found not a
gingle supporter.in this committes.

Chuirman  Lacey stated this
afternoon that he wag in favor of
disposing of the matter at ooce
and if that course s taken it mennk
that no bill will be returied by
the committee to the house—this
notwithstanding that Mr. Lacey
himself a day or two ago intro-
ilueed separate bills repealing the
desert and commutation laws. He
giems to regoard this action as a
temporary aberration on his part, |

Mr. Lacey maintains that it

grentent number.  Like the tariff,
the land question s & Jocal iksue.

Prospects at this time for” nny
Innd Joginlation_at this session of
congress gro alighty, “Phere is on
iyl o binbilivy l.ha‘l the Interior
depurtinent will make little or ud
headway in seouring u law for the
proteotion of timber on'the public
domain et thin sbssion. Tnfdie-
ctiweing the status of the land laws,
nently every membor of the Louse
onypitbee stnted that he believed
the laws ag they stood to be theo-
retically correct, and that if they
o proporly  administered no loss
ehould full upon the government,
anil (hae lawlol seftlement of the
conntry would provesd o the ad-
viutnge of all,

Coupled with these statemerits,
however, and conklderable eriti-
vism of the administration of the
land office, Lo the wffect that the
udministration was lax in investi-
guting'the legality of filiugs and
final proofs; and in accepting al-
liged improvements which did not
really comply with the wpirit as
well an the letter of the liw,

Commissioner Herman, of the
general lund office, has conferred
with the chairman of the public
lands committees of hoth house
und senate relative to the pending
bills torepeal the timber and stope
act, which he regards, inits pres-
ent shape, as bad legislation, says

4 Washington dispatch to the Ore-

gonisn,  But Defore that law is
repenled the commissioner urges
the ropesl or modifieation of the
forewt reservo lieu-land law, which
he anys is the most vicious law on
the satute books, 4

The repeal of the Limber and
stone act would cut off all ways of
procuring title to government tim-
ber' lands wave by serip filings,
The minute this gituation s

brought about; the commissioner

argues, lien base will immedintely
Lako o jump.in price and will ulti-
matly find its way in large quan-
tities into the hands of corpora-
tions. or ppeculators. With all
other timber entry cut off, they
would then enjoy the undidpoted
right to secure, in full accordance
with the law, the very best govern-
ment timber land that 6 on sor-
veyeid -lande,  Bithor repeal the
liet Tand law entirely, says the
oommissioner, or amend it to pro-

* would be o practical repeal of the
irrigation law to repeal the present
land laws, a8 proposed, on the
ground that uotwithetanding the

provisions of that lnw, no seitleribug. of approximately the same| | s .
| misropresented  the faots  and ) comeof the reclamation enterprises.. purchused.  The Oregon (-'"3“: Wm. Wiley manager of the

managed to throw » blind oyver the | The board of trade of Bend has |country will yePfind out it is 41 Antelope G. & 8. mining company:
eves of Indiny Office officiale, Had |formally indorsed the operations|part of Oregon, by stronger evi-|yux here Tuesday looking for some.
it not been for Mr. Moody, this|of the Three Sisters Company.|dence than when the people west! pinors to work on the property.
schemo would have gotien in thel Potter & Chapin will enter the|of the Const Range pay their Slate |

on lnnd irrigated by the govern-
ment will ever pay back into the
treasury uny of the cost of putting!
witer on his land, thos indiesting|
the probuble paesage nt sowe fulurg
of anuvther free homes bill to apply
to the government irrigated aree,
His solicitode for the reclamution
fund is not entirely in accord with
hiw opposition lest winter to the
conctment of the luw oreating the
same,

The senate land committer has
_practically agreed not to take up
the Quarles bill until the Tatter
part of Junnary, Thore ik now|
congiderable doubt as to the nitl-|
tude of this commiliee toward any |
changes in the land laws.  The|
majority one way or the other
would be narrow knd the
wonld probably be divided,
are no active interests bebind these
measures except the recommenda-
tions of the depiartment and of the
president, The bLill carries no
appropriation. for cxpenditure. in
the states affected, and in fact
would have rather the effect of
limiting oporations.  The suggest-
ions are looked upon wsa purely
mutters of public poliey, and local
interests ure upparently opposed
io legislation which embodies the
idea of the greatest good to the

fl‘lull'f |
There

vide that when lands  within re-
sorves are relinguished to the gov-
ernmoent the tracts selectod in lien
shall be not only of the game nrea

vilue' ke the veaets turned back to
the government,

Wiile both Senntor Quarlis and
Repressntative Lacey were inolined
toadmit the right of the argument,
they gave no Assurance that the
proposed change will be enacted
thisseason.  Tnofaet, the chatites
are decldedly against action,

New e lor X Hags.h

New York, Dec. 16—A Phila-
delphin firm, according lo o pre:s
digpiteh from that city, has receiv-
ol un order from the Japanese gos-
ernment for scvernl X roy ma-
chines which are to be used for a
novel purpose, The  firm seme

ltime 4go wold to a representative

of the Mikudo an X ray machine
which the Japaneseexpinined, was
to be used in the governmental
mints in Japan for the detection
of dighonest employes who stole
by swallowing them. The wma-
chine wag used Lo exnmine suspects
as (hey loft the mint daily, and of
course it revealed the presence of
any coins “in the midel” The
test wes =0 eatisfnotory that the
Mikado orderedl several more

machines, hoping to prevent the
form of theft referred to.

SOME GOOD WORK.

Repl'ﬁsent;a;e Moody

A Neat Little Game

Does The Prosperity mnd Pormarc-
ence of Prineville Bopond
Uponn Rallway 7

Tieody Dove Some Gond Work,

The watehfulness of Representa-
tive Moody in the commitiée of
Indinn affairs, has prevented an-
other land grabbing soheme of the
firit water slipping into the ap-
propriation bill s an innocent
looking smendment. Just as the
House committee was about to re-
port the bill, Acting Chairman
Curtis presented an smendment
whioh, he said, was recomended by
tho Indian office, providing that,
where Indlan reservations, crented
subsequent fo the grants to trane.
continental railways, were found
{o embrpce allernate seclions be-
Jonging to such rallroads, the com-
panies ghould: have the right to
relinguish these sections and se-
Teet in lien thereol 1ands of equal
area anywhere on the public do-
main, either from the surveyed or
unsurveyed Jands,

M. Moody recognized_that this
whs o W’wﬂr}
ing than the forest feservd leu

gelection was proving, and s in=

formed Mqﬂ.. . m ﬂll!
ovil élao‘trw'uiu pointed “out, :héﬂl'
the In-|

jon was sent back
1 m‘

ot W st

ment either proposing to  purchase
these lands direet from the Indians
or permit an exchange on an eqoi-
table hasls, .
As ho pursued the case turther,
Mr. Moody found that the legisls-
tion was suggested by one of the
land grant roads which owns over
a million and & half sereg of Tand
in Indian reservations in New
Mexico and"Arizonn, Tands worth
not over one cent an acre, bt
which under the proposed logisla-
tion could be exchanged for lands
worth #10 an acre and more,

anitl wo' shall not need to fenr for
the future of Prineville, nor for the
Inck of Ruilway facilities, if they
vome within reach of us at all
Ruskiness mon ol Prineville snd
| Crook county! ““There is thet with
hildeth more than is meet and” it

tendeth to poverty; while there-is
that which seatterth and yet it fn-

crénseth!” Biuoh is the conolugion
of the wiskest min the world eyer
kokw.  In it nptwisdom  yet and
doed It not apply today?

Our atfention to irrigation is
timely and well done. Vet these
things ought ye to have done amd
not 1o leave others undone.” ?nrl
the doing of the first will be the
cause of Priseville’s undoing, un-
less we lay in store against the day
of its successful operation,

E. A. Camw,

Todiet More Scttlors.
Patter & Chapin, of Portland,
have just received from Immiges-
tion Agent G. M. MeKinney, of
the Harriman lines, sppointment s
land snd immigration sgents for

This does not include the students| giving A. Y. Marsh, who conducts
in the medical and law depart-|the holidny = shooting matohes,

ments st Portland nor thosein the| brought down a turkey at 600 yards
musical department at Eugene.

county, 120 miles north-esst. o
here.  He thinks the feed on the
dosert is betler than he eyer paw it,

And sccounts for it from the faet -
that the water there dried up
earlier than usual, and the sheep
were forced to move off sooner than
customary, and thus the grass was
eaved —Examiner, <

———an

NEWS BRIEELY TOLD

Items of Interest Gath-
ered Here and There

Bome Btolen, Others Not

Cullings From Our Exchangss—
News Notes of the Weok—
Timely Toplos.

)
a
=
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Amended Homestond Law.

iy ™ T Wf“ ; :

Washington.—Bills were
duced by Representative Laoy. ;
(Iown) to repeal the desert land
law  commutation provisions of
the homestead lawe, B

Morton Tower has been apppint
ed by President Roosevelt colloetor
of customs for the district of
Southern Oregon.

i

@

Fourieen million salmon were
turied out of the government
hatchery at Little While Salmon
into the Columbin river the past
yeur.

At present there are 243 students
registered at the State University.

Dalles Sharpshooiers,
b

It is not often that the best
marksmen are able to kill s turkey
at 600 yards range, but this feat
hug been nccomplished by four men
{in The Dalles, A year sgo Thanks-

.
o~

4

and this year the same thing was

Oregon, and thelr headquarters
will be in Mr McKinney's office in
Chicago. These men receivo this
appointment by reason of their
sonneetion with the: Tumello irri-
gation enterprice. The 27,000
acres covered by that project of-
fors «0 important a field for sottlers’
thst it is deemed worth while to
afier ypecial - facilities for bringiog
Hﬂgn the] stteation ¢f Eastern
homeseekers.

The Three Sisters Trrigation
contract for reclaiming the Tamello
vallgy v closely allied with

uy, and th ,‘r".?':" !,
now being made to change the
name of the corporation to the
Columbia Southern Irrige tion Com-
pany. The ‘Gompany lius a* foree
of men ip the field clear'ng right
of way and doibg rock work. Three
miles of canal wre already com-
pleted, and the intention is to
bring & large share of the entire
tract under ditch for next season's
crop. With this understanding,
Potter & Chupin are going after
the settlers, using the advantages
of the Harriman immigration
agency to help them in the work

| Thia is only one of several roads
that would benefit.

i i | .
Now that the purpose of the in-|this movement in the Desohutes | They areé to havea new line of

nogent lnoking provision is known,
there is little dunger of its incorpo-
ration inthe bill, When the rail-
road nttorneys Inid their case be-
fore the department they grossly

hill- and probably passed.—Ore:
gonian,
M. Enrtop—

A¢ 1 view the matier from all
practical stonil points 1 must an-
swer in themegative, providing we
prepare for the strugale that willl
come ih the event'of railways out-|
side of our ¢it¥, to dislodge and re- |
move the connty gent from vs.

How e we help it 48 asledy if
the bulance of power and  popula-
tion is loeated west of us? '

To bo forewarned is to be fore
wrmed. Lot ng muke Prineville o
city of “no’ mean” repotation by|

such institutions as I have ulready
proposed and let ne build a court
house that will pot and cannot  be
duplicated for a generation to come
We have some of the best material
in the world necessible, and Crook
county is nble to put up n structure
that will be an honor to her people
for & hundred years to come. “Lot
us arise and build" & 25000 or
$30,000 court house, and Ist us
secure these other buildings slso by
our generons and freewill offerings,

Results of considerable import-
anct o the state are (xpocted from

valley,
The Three Sistars irrigation pro-|
jeot is off at one side the main val-
ley, and it has eschped the eriti-
eism thit has been directed ngainst |

immigration office i Chicago
sbout the first of next month, |

e — |

Uncle Ephraim’s l’hilu.-mph_\',—i
D watermillion dat is greonest in|
de rind may hub de reddest hmrt,:

A catfish on de lineis worf a
whale in de walab,

D biggest thoetal ain’t ‘allers
de man what sees the coptribush-
ion plattah.

Whey e posstim: shinks he's
slvest he's closest to de Iagin’ pan.

Cole pertators  from yo' own
patch is bettah dan chicken from
yo' neighbor's coop.

If yo' don’v pull up de  weeds|
vo' won't dig op a crap.

Do longah deé faco de longah de
mis'ry,

Sleep's mighty good, but de rab-
bit ain't » gwine 1o wake de gun-

nah

De higah de white collab, de

blackah de eolahed pusson looks
De man whats allers gibbin,

away ginnerally has $o go a-bor-

rowin' to de man what keeps what

be gits.

Emptyin' de pantey fer dinnah

ain't d-gwine to sel de table fer

supysh —Youth's Cempanion.

George yesterday signed o certifi-
cate of probuble cause, which is in
effeot 1o stay (he proceedings until
an appeal can be taken to the wn-
préme court.

truste says that the country news-
paper combine is the biggest trust
on earth, It trusts everybody, gets

George Smith, the colored wife | done by two old men and one
murderer, will not be hanged in:¥outh. The successtul nimrods
Portland nest Friday, as Judge Were Dr. Siddall, A. J. Anderson

and H. 8. Wilson, The doctor is
past 70 years and My. Anderson is
nearly that age, and both are ex-
cellent shots with & rifle. Mr.

Wilson thinks when he gets the ‘,:
5o

age of his associates on ther
will be ableto bring down
key at & thousand yurds, if
proves in the future as he

A cotmtry editor writing on o fur
ol A

for the past.

a fourth class postmaster,  On
looking over the efforts in this is-
e we discover it to be a third
class newspaper for which we  will
collect second cliss poifage—thus
our numerieal statns is - eettled.
—Antelope Herald.

It is aunouneed that the rail-
roads leading to the Pacific coast
will put into effect a specisl immi-
gration rate next spring, and if so
there will be a considerable influx

into this country. Eustern Oregon . 4 .
? ; Miss Maggie Boyd, sister of
will certainly get its share of the fiea Maggle Boyd, wistes of Mrs.

i 4 tBtanton Black areived in lown on
new comers sittoe it Uﬂ?l’& manvy ! 1

B < a visit to her sister,
inducements to the homeseekers,

Geo Massamore loft here last
Thursday for Buker l_.‘i!y.‘
J.. M. Hamilton of Antelope
spent several days in this vicinit
this week.
Jim Wood and Chariey Duncan
are doing the assessment on the
Cymari claim,

B. F. Germun the rustling drum-
mer for Wadhams & Kerr Bros.
| was in town Monday.

railrond from Grants Pass (o Ures-
cont City; the Coos Bay road may
be extended to Roseburg; it is snid | - Charley Swanson and Dan Evans
the rails for the Portlund-Nebalem 'sre doing assessment work on one
and Tillsmook road have been | of the Kimbsrly clisims,

Mre, P. lehrman who hnd  been
| visiting ber folksin Priveville re-
;nmml home on Bunday unid Pete.
The War Depariment ¢ having, doesn't look ss loriesome as be did

trouble in fitting uniforms 0 our! The cold weather of the last
Filipino poomts. The first 5000 tr o days has frosen the mud snd
wera eut for the slim physiques traveling though somewhat mn&h-
charnoteristie of the lttle hrown! is muck better than it was. 1
men. Col. Humphry now says Chag, Derham the Wlel‘!llh;':

that they have fattened so. rapidly! i (e
on th:  bsistence stores Iurnialml.“"” manwes i1t oW MYAESEIEE

that ¢ almost impossible for| this weék: Fle hie shus S
then to get into their uniforme, |

taxes or come to the Asylum or
Penitentary, or the Legislatare,

down for the winter and js o

collecting tour.

A s believed to be withount ) =
parallel in [mlitit."nl history wes M. L. Oliver, foreman "‘mn\-
discovered in Moutans, when it way | 5 & L. company’s ranch on Upper
found that the electors of Silyer! Tr 0"y srrived home from Si’verton
Bow gounty had beenensting their |9 Falurdny.‘ He brought a team
voles for o man who bad been dead and wagon with bim and mB’
aeven days before the polis opened:| "0 of The Dalles.

Another peeulinr feature of tlu_-; Miss Mae Smith, who b bied )
case is that the dend man ran!ggching school : Mm
uhead of his ticket and was elected | Kutin aovl ke h“h'.'hg_. -~ Ris

county treasurer on the socialist] on Blissard Ridge, will hﬂ*}

ticket. today to spend the holidays
Perry McDaniel, who has heen | their homes in the valley, ---&
out to the desert with his sheep|Smith js expected back in & couple

of weeks to tessh the balsnce of

the winter’ E
Piex axo Dt

wos in Lakeview Mondsy. Perry
says be has his sheep located at the
head of Buzzurd canyon in Harney




