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Editor's Note. We have had several requests that the following
editorial which your editor wrote and appeared in the Portland
Inquirer under date of June 15, 1945 be re-printed, and we are
complying with these requesls.

CHIPS ON SHOULDERS
By CHESLEY E. CORBETT

In former days boys desiring to see two of their buddies |
fight, would put chips on the shoulders of each and dare
one to knock it off. Of course one of the boys, not wanting
to be called a coward before the crowd, would knock the|
chip off the shoulder and then the fight would begin. |

We have men and women of all races, creeds and colors, |
here in Portland, with chips on their shoulders—just itch- |
ing, it seems, for some one to knock them off.

They may be found in cigarette lines, in the crowd
getting their supply of liquor, at sport events, on street cars
—in short—almost any place.

These persons are pests—they are obnoxious to all—
they are the ones who stir up strife, racial antagonism,
segregation and mob violence.

There are those among the whites, “The Jumping
Jacks”; they are the bourbon type who, when a colored |
person takes a seat in a car or bus beside them, jump up|
and rush out of the seat On
fights have occurred as a result of such actions. |

Those “Jumping Jacks” knew when they came to Port- |
land that there were no segregation laws; that Negroes
and whites rode in the same cars, attended the same schools
and that when they came they would meet these conditions.

Notwithstanding this, they came—with “Chips on Their
Shoulders"—the yare typical advocates for those signs:
“We Cater to Whites Only”, that have been placed in sev-
eral cafes in Portland within the last three years.

Among our group are those who have “Chips on Their
Shoulders”—they are typical advocates for those
—they came here with a grudge because of some insult
suffered by them or by some member of their family, and
#1 the slightest provocation they give vent to that pent up
outburst that has long been smoldering.

When these types meet, and they do in many cases,
some one knocks off the chip.

A particular pest, with chips on his shoulders, is the
one who stands out in the street or may be found in public
places using useless profane language in loud tones—those
who have no self-respect and whose utterances cause women
to cross over from public places where this type “hangs
out” in order to not be embarrassed by the vile utterances
they know they would hear if they had proceeded in that
direction.

Then another type of pest, and the most despicable—
are women who may be found in public places drunk, and
uttering the most vile profanity constantly. They have no
self-respect nor do they respect any one. They have chips
on their shoulders—just begging someone to knock them off.

It behooves all of us to do our best to help remedy
these conditions. Through various agencies, such as The
League, recently formed and headed by Mr. Kelly Foster,
The Colored Citizens Taxpayers League, we can fight one
type of pest. From the pulpit and platform the ministers
and speakers can continue to call these condtiions to the
attention of their listeners and plead with them to make
themselves a committee of one and try to make conditions
better; to teach the youths coming up not to have chips
on their shoulders that will cause them to have hatred and
malice against anvone.

We hope the day is not too far distant when all men and
women of all races will remove these chips and that the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man will in
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There was a French philosopher
and sociologist who said: “All 1
owe to you I owe to myself
What I do for you I do for my-
self. What 1 do against you 1 do|
against myself."” These words con-
tain the of the we |
must seek to learn. |

core lesson

The greatest peril of modern
society is the exclusiveness of |
group against group, in which

the stronger groups shut out the
weaker from sharing the bene-
fits and opportunities of the com- |
monweal, in which the stronger |
grow proud and hard and intol-
erant and prejudiced, denying
their common humanity, in which
the weaker groups grow bitter
and frustrated. so that on all sides
rancor increases, and the ener-
gies of men are turned from cre-
ativeness to destructiveness, from
cooperative gain to universal loss.
And the consummation of this
evil thing is here before our eyes,
the final inhumanity of man to
man |

Let us ask ourselves: What |

their intolerance? What have the
persecutors reaped after the per-
secution? What did Czarist Rus-
achieve by it pogroms? What
have the WNazis gained by their
mad fury against the Jewish peo-
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS—~AND PROTECT THEM”

ple? They have gained the most e

: > Sometimes it is soft and insidious |
terrible of all retributions, such

and whispering, sometimes it is |
loud-voiced.

visited on a country since civil-
ization began. What they did
against the Jews, against all
groups but their own, they did

Can we bring home to 1ht.‘m,|
to the respectable, to the com-|
placent, the lesson of Europe, thi;-:
lesson of Germany, the lesson of |

against themselves, The same o 7t *
law holds, though it may wait|Poland? Can we teach them that|
its time, though the persecutors they too, in their respectability

and in their pride, are guilty?
Can we teach them to see some-
thing that touches themselves?
Can we ever teach them to say,
as they look on the vagers of
Europe, what a good Scottish di-
vine said when he saw a criminal

may triumph for a season. Hatred
breeds hatreds as fear breeds
fear. Men sow the dragon’s teeth,
and the dragons at last arise and
devour them,

But let us not look only at Eur-
ope, where the dragons are fin- i
ishing their job. Let us look at l_ﬂl to the S".Hrf”}d' "'Ih(’l".l:‘ i
ourselves. We too, as a people, |fOF the grace of God, go I"? We
as men and women are guilty. | should 5“"k_ to make this an ob-
We too practice the exclusiveness ff’“'k'smn in a great campaign. |
of the group; we too discriminte, | T1cre are strong forces on our
discriminate grossly: we too re- side too. The anti-discrimination

ject difference and deny it ual law of New York State, which
]rights. ¥ o | Gavernor Dewey strongly sup-

We too sow the dragon | i :
seed. Even when we fight against | Ported and recently signed is a
splendid achievement. But we

its fruits we are fostering their :
growth. The evil is u-'idespread!m“’“ attack on the educational |
among us. In every part of this front. In lhg last resqrt we must
land there is prejudice and strong trust to social education, and we
intolerance, and on the other side | ™Ust muster our forces to reform
there is frustration and there is|OUr education, everywhere to
fear. The Jewish people suffer this end, mllhe school and in the
much from it. The Negro suffers home and n the church and in
grievously. Many other groupsithe exclusive I(‘]u_b. We should
suffer in varying degree. There a_nl:l s ey malmlam a great con-
is perilous indoctrination, the_-re!""""“}"'lg educational assault upon
is pernicious propaganda. It -“|the torcels of darkness. F
not confined to the rabble of| There is urgent need for it. We
never tried it, Now is the time.

Silver Shirts and Coughlinists| .
and their kind. It flourishes in'T_hem 15 anot]l'ler and‘_even harder
vietory lo win, a victory of the

the most respectable gquarters.

- |

LET'S GET TOGETHER FOR THE REAL FIGHT

Courtesy Appre-ute Amerva. lac

OREGON FRATERNAL ASSCCIATION
1412 N. Williams Avenue
— Drop in and Meet Your Friends —

or at 818 N. Russell Street . . . City

| “unless

mind not of the sword. For this
fight we have never yet formed
our ranks. We shall be fighting
for the truth, for the brotherhood
of man, for the well-being and
the unity of our land. If we
keep these banners before us we
shall conquer in the end.

Negro police officer of Knox-
ville, Tenn., encountertd diffi-
culty in arresting a white race-
baiting truck driver who had
blocked traffic for several blocks
in four directions by parking his
truck. When ordered to move on
by the colored officer, the driver
replied that “no nigger can make
me do anything"” and was imme-
diately snatched out of his truck
and felled by a lusty head blow.
Several white by-standers at-

tempted to rush Officer Guess,
but a large number of Negroes
appeared on the scene and warned |
you want real trouble,
don't start anything here.”
Trouble was averted when Of-
ficer McMannus, a white patrol-
man, answered Guess' help whis-
tle. Although subdued by the Ne-
gro patrolman, he repeated the
same remarks to MeMannus about

“can't no nigger arrest me, a
white man."”
“You had better be thankful |

| that this colored officer has you,” |

the white policeman replied. for
if I had you in charge I would
whip vour head. Law is law here
in Knoxville, it matters not whe-
ther it is represented by a white
or colored officer.”

The police judge backed both
officers by imposing a $10 fine
on the race-baiting truck driver.
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The Time Shop

Diamonds--Waitches--Jewelry
Time is Our Business
Licensed Watchmakers

Expert Repairing

5 to 10 day service

420 S. W. Washington BE 6442
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THE FASHION
Cloak & Suit Co.

Dresses - Milinery
Coats - Suits
Shop Where Style and
Quulity Blends
“The Friendly Store"

Exclusive But Not Expensive
936 S. W. Washingfon, cor. 10th

) MADE-T

4006 Cottonwood St., Apt, 844
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) SAVE UP TO 50% ON YOUR CLOTHING {
’ — TWO to FOUR WEEKS DELIVERY — {

)

— ORDERS TAKEN FOR — )
O-MEASURE CLOTHES |
For Men, Women and Boys ‘:
)

)

Guaranteed a Perfect -Fit ., . .

F
: $19.95 1o $40.95
: SAMUEL G.

100% All Woeol Suits
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WHITNEY '
Vanport City, Ore. |
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9:30 Sunlay School
11:30 Church Service
6:30 Young Peoples

Vanport Community Church

7:30 Evening Service
7:30 Tuesday Evening, Teachers Meeting

The Church of Benevolence Where Everybody
Is Welcome

REV, B. T. CAREY, Pastor

Hour

METHODIS

Sunday School
Worship Service -

Hughes Memarial

73 N. E. Rusell Street
ENNIS WHALEY, Pastor

<eo---11:30 A M.

The Little Church With a Big Welcomel

T CHURCH

- - «--12:30 P. M.




