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PROPOSED NEW HONE OF PORTLAND MEADOWS RACE TRACK

■

WILL JOE LOUIS RETAIN 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP?

W hat is the price of a boxing 
cham pionship nowadays? W hat 
is required  of a figh ter w hen he 
lays his title  on the linei The 
prizefight business is now be
coming beclouded w ith specula
tion and the speculators are leav
ing nothing undone to  see th a t 
the game is played to the ir best 
advantage.

The boxing commissions are 
much to blam e for thè side ag ree
m ent in w hich fighters are  g u a r
anteed a bonus “if I lose.”

W hat is left for the public to 
believe as to the squareness of 
these types of m atches? A week 
or so ago. we saw  Red Cochrane, 
w elterw eight cham pion of the 
world, trade  h is title  for $50,000, 
when he m et M arty Servo in 

• Madison Square G arden. The 
fourth round was the end. Coch
rane, a fter having been knocked 
down, staggered to  h is feet only 
to fall in  the referee’s arm s to 
save him self from  fu rth er “p u n 
ishm ent.” This buying across the 
counter does th e  boxing game 
no good.

Illinois Boxing Comm ission was 
aw are th a t Joe Louis was forced 
to give Jam es J. Braddock 10 'per 
cent of his ring  earnings in  every 
subsequent fight as long as he 
rem ained cham pion, if Louis won 
the title. Louis won. of course, 
and  has kep t his agreem ent w ith  
B raddock who m ay live a life of 
luxury  from  Louis’ fists w here his 
own failed him.

Fritizie Zivic. who won the w el
terw eigh t cham pionship from  
H enrv Armstrong, is in  court to 
day try ing  to collect monies due 
him  from  the purses of Red 
Cochrane. A nd so it  goes.

The gentlem ent who a -e the 
generals of the “m anly art of self 
defense” are on th e  look now 
for a colorful heavyw eight cham 
pion.

Not th a t Louis is not a great 
figh ter bu t Louis doesn 't fit into 
the ir p resen t day schem e of 
things. I t is the “out of the ring  
m oney” w hich goes lacking, and 
coffers have ru n  d ry  on m any 
prom otional fronts, i.e., the use of 
Louis’ nam e for com m ercial ad 
vertising by w hite companies.

In Madison Square G arden in 
New York in June , Joe  w ill m eet 
Billy Conn again w ith  his heavy
w eight cham pionship of the world 
on the line.

In  Conn, the  “Men of B road
w ay” see a glam orous champion. 
They w ill be able to knead him  
into a m illion-dollar prom otional 
enterprise. They w ill have un
bounded in terest in m aking a 
fire-side hero out of him  and will 
sell him  in song and story, w here 
on the o ther hand, they have 
shied aw ay from  building this 
sam e in terest around Joe Louis.

B ewteen the races, sportm an- 
sh ip  in Am erica is becoming fa ir
e r  on the field contest. But th a t 
is w here it ends.

A black cham pion is a tem p
est in a  teapot fo r the profes
sional prom oters. We have w it
nessed th e ir rise to  the pinacle 
of fistiana. We have witnessed 
them  becoming th e  victim s of 
high pressure generalship, soon 
to  be found w ithou t m oney or 
title , and w ild-eyed as to  w hat 
had happened to  them

We saw Joe C ans th a t m em or
able day a t G oldfield— an m an

dying from  the ravages of tu b e r
culosis— forced to fight and su r
render his title  to B attling  Nel
son the “D urable D ane” after 45 
gruelling rounds George Dixon 
tasted the b itte r cup of Hemlock 
and was sacrificed upon the altar 
of prom otional greed

Jack Johnson fell into the trap  
the cunning and deceptive pro- 
m otorers had laid for him  th ru  
the use of w om en of th e  opposite 
race, thereby  taking his mone^ 
and leaving him  in disgrace. And 
Tiger F low ers’ m iddlew eight title 
was handed to Mickey W alker in 
the old Coliseum on a silver p la t
te r

H enry A rm strong, holder of the 
lightw eight, featherw eight, and 
w elterw eight titles all a t the same 
time, fought from  one division 
fack into the other, un til one day 
we saw him  in the ring  unsteady, 
w ith his legs w ide apart, his eyes 
closed bleeding, feeling out for 
an opponent w ho was no t there; 
Fritzie Zivic stood back out of 
his reach, having taken  h is last 
possession, his w elterw eight 
crown. The constant reducing 
and gaining to m eet d ifferen t 
w eight requirem ents sapped A rm 
strong’s vitality .

“HAVE YOU DONATED TO 
THE UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE 
FUND?”

Public Education
It is sta ted  elsew here in this 

report th a t the Negro population 
of P ortland  was sm all and unob
trusive prior to the m igration. 
This m eans th a t few  Portlanders 
have had the opportun ity  to be
come acquainted w ith  Negroes. 
This un fo rtunate  in terpre tation  
of Negro life is perpetuated  by a 
d istorted  reporting  of the news, 
by stereotyped movies, and by 
the omission of the achievem ents 
and contributions of Negroes from 
our school textbooks.

We sincerely believe th a t m any 
of the inequalities and injustices 
d irected against Negroes in P o rt
land are bred m ore often by m is
inform ation than  by malice. We 
look, therefore, upon our Public 
Education Program , w hich deals 
w ith  the correction of this misin 
form ation, as fundam ental to any 
lasting progress in  the area of 
race relations. It has been show n 
elsew here in this report how m is
inform ation has resu lted  in m any 
inequalities in the areas of both 
em ploym ent and housing.

We have PRESENTED SPEA K 
ERS TO MORE THAN 120 AUD
IENCES, including the following: 
League of W omen Voters; W ar 
M anpower Commission C onfer
ence; P ortland  T eachers Associa
tion; Catholic C onference on I n 
dustria l Relations; Portland  Con
ference of Social W ork; K iw anis 
Club of A storia; College Assem b
lies at Reed; M arylhurst, and Mt. 
Angel Colleges; and m any o ther 
com m unity, church, and school
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j groups.
Three of our speakers have been 

persons of in ternational fame. 
They w ere

(1) Lester B. G ranger, E xecut
ive Secretary, N ational U rban 
League;

(2) Dr. M elville Jacobs, A nth
ropologist, A uthor, and Professor;

(3) Langston Hughes, ou ts tand
ing A uthor and Poet

In  these meetings, th e  aggre
gate attendance has been in ex 
cess of 30,000 persons.

We have DISTRIBUTED MORE 
THAN 8,000 PIECES OF LITER
ATURE on th e  subject of race 
and industria l relations.

We have PARTICIPATED IN 
TWO RADIO PROGRAMS.

The U rban League recognizes 
the need for a m ore intensive and 
com prehensive program  of Public 
Education. We shall a ttem p t to 
spearhead a coordinated effort 
during 1946, w ith the cooperation 
of o ther organizations in the com
m unity.

We shall m ake a determ ined ef
fort td induce the local press to 
cease using the racial designation 
in  the trea tm en t of new s about 
Negroes. Since Negroes are  the 
only persons identified in  news 
reporting, we believe it to be un 
fair. C ertainly m any Portlanders 
acquire a fallacious and unfavor
able .•’.tlitude a fter reading Views 
trea ted  w ith  th is technique.

Loking Forward
As we go into the year 1946, 

the Executive Secretary  w ishes to 
present the following goals for 
the consideration of th e  Board of 
D irectors and the M em bership:

1. Industria l Relations
A. We shall intensify our ef

forts to create  job opportunities 
w hich will be available to  pers
ons on the basis of th e ir ability  to 
perform.

B. We shall seek specifically 
to assist in  the opening of enough 
jobs to care for the needs of Ne
gro residents. It is estim ated th a t 
1000 jobs above the p re-w ar level 
w ill be needed to  satisfy this 
need. t

C. We recognize the efforts of, 
and shall give w holehearted co
operation to, o ther groups in te r
ested in these objectives. Among 
such groups are the U nited States 
Em ploym ent Service, V eterans 
A dm inistration, N ational Associa
tion for the A dvancem ent o f Col
ored People, and the Office for 
Vocational O pportunity.

D. We shall in stitu te  a w ork
er-education program , d irected 
tow ard assisting Negroes and oth
ers who seek our service to  suc
ceed on the job. Such a program  
will be carried  out th rough  ind i
v idual councelling, forum s, m eet
ings, d istribution  of p rin ted  m a
terials, and in cooperation w ith 
church, union, and com m unity 
groups.

E. We shall study th e  p ractic
es and policies of all labor unions 
operating in  the P ortland  area; 
we shall assist the unions in ad 
justing  policy w hen they  w ant 
and need our help.

F. We shall seek to  m ake all 
existing vocational aining op
portun ity  available to Negroes.

G. We shall seek the coopera
tion of proper public officials in 
Oregon on the State, County, and 
M unicipal level, to e lim inate dis
crim inatory  em ploym ent p ractic
es on all public w orks and on all 
contracts le t by political subdiv
isions. ,

NOTE: This is not suggesting 
a quota system  of hiring. If ap 
proved, it w ill sim ply insure all 
citizens an opportunity  to w ork 
on public w orks and on govern
m ent jobs for w hich they  are fu l
ly qualified.

H. We shall constantly  study 
the local industria l scene; release 
our findings periodically, and 
point out inequalities and unm et 
needs to proper officials, public, 
private, labor, m anagem ent, etc.

II. Housing
A. We shall ca rry  out an  in 

tensive education program  w hich
i w ill point out the fallacy in the 
m yth  th a t p roperty  values d e te ri
orate w hen non-w hite fam ilies 
are  in residence; the evil and 
costly effects of the G hetto; the 
slum ; and of compressing a group 
of people into a p re-determ ined 
area of a city.

B. We shall dissem inate in fo r
m ation relative to  the need for a 
constructive p rogram  of low cost 
public housing for Portland.

C. We shall confer w ith rea l
tors, *eal estate dealers, home 
builders, and Federal Housing 
A uthority  Officials, endeavoring 
to obtain m ore liberal thought on 
the num ber and location of homes 
w hich will be made available to 
Negro fam ilies.

D. We shall continue to  oppose 
houciov restrictions on a racial 
basis. We w ill re ite ra te  our sug
gestion th a t “S tandards of Occup
ancy” be substitu ted  for racial re 
strictive agreem ents, thus giving 
adequate protection to  all, and 
elim inating the undem ocratic 
racist im plication.

III. Public Education
We shall increase the tem po of 

our Fublic Education by:
I. E stablishm ent of a Speak

ers’ Bureau.
2. The expanded use of prin ted  

m aterials for distribution. This 
w ill include the best m aterials 
available free or a t sm all cost, and 
the d istribution  of original m es
sages and research.

3. More extensive use of visual 
m aterials; posters, bulletins, and 
movies.

4. Seek cooperation of local 
new spapers and radio  stations.

5. C ontinuation of our quarterly  
m em bership m eetings, w ith ou t
standing speakers and programs.

6. Cooperation w ith o ther 
groups whose purposes are  sim il
a r  to those outlined above.

IV. O ther Services
1. We shall continue to m ake 

our services available to  all local 
groups; and to  study  and exam 
ine the practices of local agencies,

(C ontinued on page 3)

1. VERIFICATION—Typical of hundreds of 
cases handled “on the spot” is this one at Godman 
Field, Ky., in which Cpl. Stephen 0. Lawrence 
tells Grant Hawkins, ARC field director, of In
dianapolis, Ind., that he is worried about an 
emergency at home. Field Director Hawkins 
rushes a message to the chapter asking for veri
fication which may be needed by the commanding 
officer in deciding the question of Cpl. Lawrence’s 
furlough.

2. NOTIFICATION—Field Director Hawkins 
passes on to Cpl Lawrence the report from the 
chapter and the assurance that Home Service is 
already on the job helping the family. He offers 
to lend the serviceman the money he may need 
for the trip if his request for a furlough is 
granted by the commanding offirer

3. AUTHORIZATION—After obtaining the fur 
lough from his unit commander, the worried Gl 
goes to Operations Officer Maj. E. C. Gleed of 
Kansas City, Mo., to see if anything is going his

of the situsway.
•ion.

The major notes the urgency

1. TRANSPORTATION—From Godman Field, 
Lawrence rides an army transport plane as far 
as Columbus, Ohio, a big jump on the way to 
Philadelphia. Early the next day, he is at home 
“Nothing like the Red Cross in an emergency,” 
raid Lawrence.


