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GREAT AMERICANS

(Continued from  page 2) 
m an right is no t a part but 
th e  whole?

T hat nothing is told w hile tne 
clinging sin rem ains half- 
unconfessed?

T hat the health  of the nation 
is perioled if one m an be 
oppressed?

Has he learned—the slave from  
th e  rice swamps, whose chil­
d ren  w ere sold— has he 

W ith broken chains on his limbs 
and the cry in his blood, “I 
am  free!”

Has he learned through afflic­
tion’s teaching w hat our 
C rispus A ttucks knew — 

W hen R ight is stricken, the w hite 
and black are counted as one, 
no t two?

F or th is shall his vengeance 
change to love, and his re tr i­
bution  burn

D efending the rg ih t, the  weak, 
. and the poor, w hen each sholl 

have  his tu rn ;
For th is shall be set his woeful 

past afloat on the stream  of 
n ight;

For th is he forgets, as we all fo r­
get, w hen darkness tu rn s to 
ligh t;

F o r th is he forgives, as we all 
forgive, w hen w rong has 
tu rned  to right.

“Slave lo Banker“ 
Most Amazing 
Negro in America

Today the U nited States has 11 
Negro banks. Ten are in the 
South. Where. Philadelph ia’s 
fam ed South S tree t crosses 19th 
is the Citizens and Southern 
Bank and T rust Company, the 
only Negro bank in  the North.

BECK & FAIR 
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Latest Recordings

Magazines

Song Hits -  Cosmetics

— O pen Daily — 
10:00 A. M. to 7:00 P. M.

— Saturdays — 
10:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M.

6 N. E. RUSSELL

It is a standing m onum ent to the 
genius of venerable, still-agile, 91- 
year-old M ajor R ichard Robert
W right.

One a slave, M ajor W right (he
won the title  in the Spanish- 
A m erican W ar) is the m ost am az­
ing living A m erican w ith a black 
skin.

Baldish, sharp-w itted  M ajor 
W right has accom plished much in 
his four-score and eleven years. 
But his proudest achievem ent 
came at the age of 67 w hen most 
m en are  th ink ing  of calling it 
“quits.” M ajor W right too called 
it “qu its”—he gave up the presi­
dency of G eorgia S tate College
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after 38 years and decided th a t 
he was going back to school.

M ajor W right w anted to be a 
banker and knew, nothing about 
banks so he took a banking class 
a t the U niversity  of Pennsylvania. 
I t was evidentally  a good course 
because the bank he opened was 
the only Negro institu tion  in the 
N orth to w eather the depression 
and  in  Septem ber w ill be cele­
brated  it 25th year in business.

His advice to Negroes contem ­
plating  business as a career is: 
“Go ahead stra ightforw ardly  as 
if you expected to be trea ted  
like anybody else, and you usu­
ally  w ill be. Y our ability  and 
honesty are  going to do m ore 
to pu t you ahead than your color 
to hold you back.”

The m ajor’s experience, he says, 
contradicts the assum ption tha t 
th e  Negro is “th riftless and u n ­
reliable.” Asserts M ajor W right: 
“I have never been able to see 
any difference betw een w hite and 
Negro. There are  th r ifty  and 
-hriftless people among them  
both."

*  *  *

Robert Sengstacke A bbott- 
Founder and Publisher of the Chi­
cago D efender and A bbott’s 
M onthly, w as appointed a m em ­
ber of the Race Relations Com­
mission in  1919 by G overnor 
F rank  Low den of Illinois. This 
commission published th e  book, 
“The Negro in Chicago.”

Traveled extensively through 
'Europe, H aw aii and South A m er­
ica. visiting Brazil, U raguay, Ar-
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gentina, Chile and Peru.
W rote tw o books, “My T rip 

A broad,” and “T ravels Through 
South A m erica.”

•  * *  *

Joseph Louis Barrow, born May 
13, 1914, Lexington, Ala. Educat­
ed in  the public schools in La- 
Fayette, Ala. and D etroit, Mich.; 
A m ateur Boxer, in 54 bouts, of 
w hich 43 w ere knockouts, 7 de­
cisions, and 4 loses; Professional 
Boxer, Ju ly  4, 1934-present; as 
a Professional he w as in  30 con­
tests of w hich 23 w ere knockouts, 
4 decisions, and one loss; became 
W orld’s H eavyw eight Champion 
by defeating Jam es Braddock at 
Chicago, 111., Ju n e  1937; Address, 
114 E. 51st S treet, Chicago, 111. 

« * *

Mrs. M ary McLeod B ethune- 
College P residen t of B ethune 
Cookman Institu te. Up from the 
cotton fields M ary McLeod B eth­
une ,-m e  to form al recognition 
among the fifty  distinguished 
A m erican women. She is known 
as an orator, executive an^i edu­
cator. SHE RECEIVED THE 1935 
AWARD OF THE SPINGARN 
MEDAL.

B enjam in G. Braw ley, E duca­
tor-A uthor, was P residen t of the 
Association of Colleges for Negro 
youth, 1918-20. He w as ordained 
to the B aptist M inistry by the 
B aptist M inistry by the M assa­
chusetts B aptist Convention on 
Ju n e  2, 1921. He was Pastor of 
the Messiah B aptist C hurch at 
Brockton, Mass., 1921-22.

In 1920 he w ent to  the W est 
Coast of A frica for special study 
of social and eductional condi­
tions.

Jessie Redmon Fauset-Teacher 
and W riter was educated in  Phila­
delphia Public schools; A. B. at 
Cornell U niversity; studied at 
U niversity  of Pennsylvania; also 
a t Sorbonne, Paris; her greatest 
w orks w ere: “G ift of L aughter,” 
“There is Confusion,” a novel, 
published by Boni & Liverright, 
1924.

•  •  •

Roland Hayes-Tenor, born in 
C urryville, Ga., Won Spinard Me­
dal in 1925. Was enthusiastically  
acclaimed in appearances in Lon­
don, w here he sang several tim es 
w ith  orchestras a t Queens Hall, 
also sang in Vienna, B erlin and all 
of the im portant m usical centers 
of Europe.

•  *  *

M atthew  A lexander Henson- 
E xplorer-A uthor—In the Liberty, 
a w eekly magazine (white), on 
Ju ly  17, 1926, appeared an article 
on Mr. H enson's activities a t the i 
N orth Pole. The au thor of th a t 
article stated. “Few  People rea l­
ize th a t M att Henson, P eary ’s N e­
gro assistant was actually  the first 
m an to reach the Pole. Henson, 
the tra ilb reaker during the last 
lap of th e  expedition, was there  
forty-five m inutes ahead of Peary.

Jam es W eldon Johnson-E xe­
cutive Secretary-A uthor, John­
son’s m ost im portant achieve­
m ents are  “(The Negro National 
Hym n) L ift E very Voice and 
Sing,” “C reation,” “Book of N e­
gro Spirituals.” “C reation” a N e­
gro folk poem was set to  music 
by a w ell know  composer, and 
was given in New York in 1926, 
a t a C ham ber C oncert in Town 
H all w ith  Serge Koussevitsky, 
leader of the Boston Symphony 
O rchestra, as Conductor. It has 
been previously produced in V i­
enna, A ustria.

The Booker T. W ashington 
stam p, the first United States 
psotage stam p to honor an A m er­
ican Negro, w ent on sale A pril 7, 
1940, at Tuskegee Institu te, m ark ­
ing the end of a seven-year cam ­
paign begun by M ajor R. R. 
W right of Philadelphia, who won 
the support of interested organi­
zations and individuals. The 
stam p, one of the Famous A m eri­
can Series, is of 10-cent denom i­
nation and pictures the bust of 
W ashington, founder of Tuskegee 
Institute.

Booker T. W ashington, whom 
the stam p honored, was born a 
slave. He founded Tuskegee In ­
stitu te  in 1881, and rem ained the 
school’s head until his death in 
1915. Dr. Frederick D. Patterson 
heads the school at present. 
Em ancipation Stam p

A nother stam p honoring the 
colored race was issued by the 
U nited States postoffire during 
the year 1940. R eferred to as the 
Em ancipation Stamp, it was first 
issued on October 20, at the New

ROLAND HAVES 
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York W orld’s Fair, to comm em­
orate the ratification of the 13th 
A m endm ent to the Constitution 
w ith abolished slavery.

Issuance of the stam p w as cele­
brated  by the N ational M em orial 
to the Progress of the Colored 
Race, headed by E lder Lightfoot 
Solomon M ichaux, at the W orld’s 
f«ir grounds.

The Em ancipation stam p is of 
tnree-cent denom ination and pic­
tu res Thomas B all’s Em ancipa­
tion group in W ashington. 
Moving P ictures
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S H O P
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J. HENRY NUNLEY

In no year since 1915 when 
Negro players begs."« acting as 
“atm osphere” or “ex tras” in the 
silent p ictures in Hollywood, 
Ca£f., home of the movie Indus­
try , has the ir participation in 
moving p ictures been as signifi­
cant as it w as durng  1942-43.

Among the occurrences which 
m ay be classified under the head 
of progress during th is period are 
are the following:

Script w riters and production 
departm ents of the m ajor studios 

| w ere d irected by  th e  m anagers 
to discontinue the stereotyping 
of Negro actors in m enial and 
hum iliating roles.

“The Negro in W orld W ar II,” 
a picture showing the p art colored 
people are playing in the war, 
was made by the Param ount S tu­
dios under the sponsorship and 
direction of the W ar D epartm ent. 
Bertha Woolford portrayed  the 
typical Negro m other in the play.

Em ploym ent of Negro players 
was increased by the trend  to­
ward m orale building en te rta in ­
ment as a p art of the w ar effort. 
They took p art in enterta in ing 
civilians in bond selling drives 
and o ther activities. On the Holly­
wood Victory Com m ittee, for 
Stage, Screen and Radio were 
H attie McDaniel, C larence Muse, 
Ethel W aters and Ben C arter 
among the approxim ately 50 
high-ranking movie stars.

Hollywood abandoned th e  use 
of nicknam es about the studios 
which w ere objectionable to Ne­
groes. For exam ple, th e  term  used 
to designate a large black screen 
used by electricians, w as changed 
from “nigger,” to “gobo.” .
! K atherine D unham  was cred­
ited as the dance director for the 
p icture “Pardon My Sarong," 
starring  Dorothy L am our and 
produced in  1942.

W illie Covan entered his th ird  
year as a dancing instructor at 
the M ero-Goldwyn-M ayer S tu ­
dios. C larence Robinson w as a 
dancing instructor for the a ll­
colored p icture, “Storm y W eath­
er” (Fox(, starring  Lena Horne 
in 1943.

A ndy R azaf and J. C. Johnson,
song w riters, w ere given screen 
credit for the ir “H it Parade  of 
1943” (Rep.). The song w as pub­
lished by the Broadw ay Music 
Corporation.

N early 200 colored custodians 
at the W arner B ro thers’ Studios 
w ere placed in charge of a col­
ored superin tendent for the first 
time.

The Negro public displayed a 
w ider and w iser in terest in col­
ored players and the types of 
roles assigned to them , and in 
openings for colored technicians 
at the studios.
O utstanding Actors

Lena H om e, who m ade a sen­
sational rise to fam e during 1942 
and 1943 on the stage and screen, 
was placed under a seven-year 
contract by Metro-G o l d w y n -  
M ayer following her role in the 
picture “Panam a H attie,” in 1942, 
in w hich she was featured  as a 
C aribbean sirrger and dancer.

(It is unusual for a colored 
actor to be pu t under contract 
by a producer. Most of them  
w ork free-lance, from studio to 
studio, and picture to  picture.)

Miss H orne was la ter loaned to 
Fox Studios for the all-colored 
picture, “Cabin In the Sky,” in 
1943. D uring 1943 she also played 
in “Right A bout Face,” “As Thou­
sands C heer,” “B r o a d w ' v  
R hythm ,” and “I Dood It.” <ui 
MGM). In each of these pictures 
she was stylishly gowned or
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beautifully  costumed, as the oc­
casion demanded. (In previous * 
years colored actors, even in sing­
ing and dancing parts, usually 
wore some sort of uniform.)

Ethel W aters, stage and screen 
sta r for the past 20 years, played 
in several p ic tu re / during 1942- 
43. She hau a stellar r o l e  in 
“Tales of M anhattan” and was 
featured  in “C airo” and “Cabin 
in the Sky” (all MGM).

Bill (Bojangles) Robinson, an ­
o ther veteran  stage and screen 
star, re tu rned  to Hollywood a fter 
a five-year absence, to  m ake one 
picture, “S torm y W eather,” a ll­
colored p icture by Fox. Mr. Rob­
inson becam e fam ous some years 
ago as a tap  dancer and taugh t 
m any of the stage and screen 
folks to tap  dance, including the 
popular child star, S h i r l e y  
Temple.

Eddie Anderson, be tter know n 
as “Rochester,” a role created for 
him  in Jack  Benny’s radio p ro ­
gram , as the w itty  im pudent valet 
to  Benny, the comedian, con­
tinued his popularity  in screen 
and radio roles. He was featured  
in “Tales of M anhattan” and 
“S tar Spangled R hythm ” (Para.) 
in 1942. In 1943 he played in 
“The M eanest Man in the W orld,” 
starring  Jack  Benny, and in 
“W hat’s Buzzin’, Cousin?” (Col.).

Rex Ingram , who becam e fam ­
ous in the character of De Law d 
in “The G reen Pastures,” in 1936, 
had roles in “Talk of the Tow n” 
(Col ), “Cabin in the Sky,” “F ired  
W ife,” (Univ.), and in “Sahara” 
(Col.).

Ben C arter, veteran  actor, was 
given roles in a num ber of pic­
tures, “the most im pressive of 
w hich was his p art as a messm an 
in th e  Navy in "Crash D ive” 
(Fox) in 1943. Form erly he had 
played comical parts. H e also 
played in “Young A m erica” (Fox) 
“Reap the Wild W ind” (Para.) 
and o ther pictures. Mr. C arter is 
also a ta len t scout and booking 
agen t in Hollywood and w as suc­
cessful in placing both his ju v e ­
nile  and adult choirs in several 
p ictures during 1943.

M antan M oreland, comedian, 
played in n ine pictures in  1942 
and was v irtua lly  co-starred  in 
the F rank i D arro sereies produced 
by M onogram Studios. In  1943 
he played in approxim ately  n ine 
m ore pictures, including “Cabin 
in the  Sky.”

H attie  McDaniel, the  only col­
ored moving picture actor to 
be aw arded an Oscar, continued 
to  hold a prom inent place in sup­
porting  roles. She w as under 
contract w ith W arner B ro thers 
for th ree p ictures in 1943, am ong 
them  the a ll-star m usical play, 
“T hank Y our Lucky S tars,” in 
“D uBarry Was a Lady," and 
“G eorge W ashington Slep H ere.”

Dooley Wilson becam e fam ous 
for the role he played in “C asa­
blanca“ (W arn.) in 1942, starring  
H um phrey Bogart, in w hich W il­
son was the valet and com panion 
of the star, and was p ictured  as 
an accom plished m usician who 
en terta ined  in a prom inent n ight 
club in Casablanca. In  1943 he 
w as featured  in “Story W eather” 
and “Two Tickets to London” 
(Univ.).

Hazel Scott, New York pianist, 
fam ous for her playing of the 
classics in sw ing style, becam e a 
Hollywood favorite during 1943. 
From  the popular New York 
n ight club, Cafe Society Uptown, 
w here she has been under con­
trac t for several years, she w ent 
to Hollywood to play in several 
pictures and was a t once placed 
in the high-salary bracket. Among 
the  pictures in which she wag 
featured  was "Som ething to  
Shout A bout” (Col.), “I Dood I t” 
(MGM), “B roadw ay R hythm ” 
MGM) and "Tropicana” (Col.).


