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Scenes
Which

Taken at Benson High School When Langston Hughes Spoke 
Was Undei the Direction of the Urban League of Portland

Scene 1. Mr. Hughes in a fam il­
iar pose.

Scene 2. A view of some of the 
1.200 persons who heard Mr. 
Hughes speak.

Scene 3. A part of the many 
service men. under Cpl. Joe 
Brooks, who were guests of the 
Urban league and occupied spec­
ial seats.

Scene 4. A picture of Mr. Ed­
win C. Berry—The Executive Sec­
retary of the Portland League.

Scene 5. Mrs. Aldena E. Run- 
nells, the efficient and friendly 
Assistant of Mr. Berry.

By Chesley E. Corbett
On the  cover of the  program  

passed out w hen Mr. Langston 
H ughes spoke here a t Benson
High appeared an artic le  which 
I th ink  is w orthy of re-prin ting; 
it is billed as:

"MUST GIVE US PAUSE"
Quote:
Am erica is a D em ocracy!—a na 

tion whose people fight for the 
chance for “every  indiv idual to 
become w hat he is capable of be­
com ing” ; for the  righ t of each 
indiv idual to  "freedom  and the 
pursu it of happiness“. But our 
exciting  A m erican Creed is b lu n t­
ly contradicted in P ortland  and 
elsew here in Am erica by the de­
nial of th e  freedom  of opportu­
nity  and choice— A m erica’s b ir th ­
right—to th irteen  m illion Negro 
Am ericans.

J im  Crow is th e  an thithesis of 
our Am erican Creed. Jim  crow 
divides Am ericans; causes fear, 
suspicion and ha te  to set A m eri­
cans one against the  o ther; causes 
our nation to  becom e in ternally  
weak.

Jim  Crow lives in Portland!
His presence is m anifest by the 

‘W hite O nly” signs in restauran ts, 
hotels, and places of am usem ent; 
by the  sym bolic “W hite O nly” 
signs on jobs, and on houses for 
sale and for ren t; by rigid segre­
gation in our w ar housing com m u­
nities; by the  slanderous u tte r ­
ances of bigots and dem agogues 
w hich appear in prin t, and are 
passed on by w ord of m outh.

J im  Crow is a relic of the F eu­
dal System . His counterpart, the 
ghetto, is an alien technique of 
com pressing a group of people in 
a certa in  residential section, and 
degrading them  to  the poin t tha t 
one m igh find some credance for 
the stories w hich have been in ­
vented about them . The despic­
able H itle r used this technique in 
his process of m aligning the  Jews.

Jim  Crow is degrading to Negro 
A m ericans who are forced to live 
by his dictates. J im  Crow dooms 
the ch ildren  of Negro A m ericans 
who are as ye t unborn. J im  
Crow is more vicious than  all of 
this, because he is causing A m eri­
ca to lose her m oral leadership 
in W orld affairs. O ur u tterances 
of the  A m erican Creed and our 
enunciated w ar aim s sound hollow 
indeed w hen superim posed upon 
the  ac tual life of m illions of A m ­
ericans.

The reasons for th is dual sys­
tem  of citizenship— one set of 
righ ts  and privileges for w hites 
and another, and m ore lim ited  set, 
for Negroes—are m anifold. Greed, 
hate, and vested in terests all play 
a part. The unfo rtunate  history 
of hum an bondage in Am erica 
cannot be overlooked. These in ­
equalities and injustices are bred 
m ore often by m isinform ation 
than  by malice. The U rban 
League, therefo re , looks upon 
th a t phase of its w ork which deals 
w ith  public education—the cor­
rection of th is  m isinform ation—as 
fundam enta l to any lasting  pro­
gress in the area  of race relations.

Langston H ughes possesses a 
sensitive understanding  of the 
problem s sketched herein. Few  
A m ericans share his deep fee l­
ing and his ab ility  to po rtray  th is 
feeling in  verse and song, in prose 
and in  poetry.

To understand  the m eanings of 
race relations in  ou com plex Am ­
erican society, one m ust do as 
Langston H ughes has done. He 
has know n in tim ately  hundreds of 
w hite persons in the  capacities of 
both  em ployee and friend. His 
acquain tance w ith  N egroes is no 
less com plete. I t is w ith  pardon­
ab le pride th a t we presen t Lang­
ston H ughes to the  m em bership 
and friends of the  U rban  League 
of Portland . if. C. B.

U nquote”.
T here are  m any persons w ho do j 

not know  the purpose and func-1 
tion of th e  U rban  League. One of 1

the forem ost organizations w ork­
ing for be tter relationsh ip  be­
tw een m ajo rity  and m inority  
groups. In  o rder to give you 
some inform ation along th is line 
we desire to publish th e  follow ­
ing:

“Q uote”The Urban League
(An Interpretive Statement

The N ational U rban League had 
its origin in New York City 35 
years ago. The newest of the af­
filiated  branches is the  U rban 
League of Portland , w hich has 
ju s t been organized.

The U rban League is a m ove­
m ent of Am ericans, people of 
goodwill, people of a ll colors, 
creeds, and national origins, who 
believe th a t COOPERATION not 
coercion, intelligence and not ig­
norance, w ill solve the  m ultitude 
of m inority  problem s w hich we 
have in our land.

THE PROBLEM
Black hands bu ilt ships, hew ed j 

tim ber, cleared fields, plowed 
land, bridged stream s and raised 
cities. B lack bodies s tra ined  over 
the  steel rails  and the  wooden 
ties to send railroads, the  arteries 
of the  nation, spearing through 
m ountains, tunnelled  by Negroes, 
across bridges bu ilt by Negroes, 
beyond prairies and swam ps 
m arked  by Negro graves Black 
bodies gleam ed in the  seething 
heat of the steel m ills and w rith ­
ed in agony on the  battlefie lds of 
our wars. So, th e  Negro has a 
stake in Am erica. Yet, w hat hap­
pens to th is one-out-of-ten-A m er- 
icans?

W hen the  jobs are few, he 
starves. W hen the re  a’ e nearly  
enough jobs for cverj body, he 
gets the hardest w ork i t  the  low­
est wage. W hen th e ie  are  more 
jobs to be done than  there  are 
people to do them , even then he 
gets only the  jobs from  w hich he 
is m ost easily  fired, and, often-the 
jobs go begging because some em ­
ployers would p refer not to have 
the job done th an  have a Negro 
do it. For instance: railroad  com­
panies won’t h ire  him as an en ­
gineer. C om m unication com panies 
will give him  a job as a po rter or 
jan ito r, bu t little  else.

His children become discourag­
ed w ith  prepara tion  for skilled 
and professional jobs, because 
they see so few exam ples of Ne­
groes who are perm itted  to  hold 
them . Or, they  m ay be counseled 
by w ell-m eaning bu t not too well- 
inform ed school teach .» against 
preparation , because color of the I 
individual ra th e r than  fitness and i 
achievem ent de term ines th e  place 
he holds in the w ork-a-day world.

His home costs him m ore to  buy 
or ren t than  a com parable one for I 
a w hite man. Even if he does ! 
have m oney to live in a  good | 
house, he frequently  isn’t a llow ­
ed to  have the  house. The w hite 
neighbors band together in “gen­
tlem en’s agreem ents” to  keep him 
out.

If he has a case in court, he 
m ay find it advisable to  h ire  a 
w hite law yer of doubtfu l ab ility  
ra th e r than a Negro law yer, be­
cause w hite judges and w hite ju r-  j 
ies som etim es w on’t listen  to the 
best Negro law yer.

M any insurance co m pan ies1
charge h im  h igher prem ium s. 
Som e insurance com panies (acci­
den t and liab ility ) w on’t  insure 
h im  a t a ll; th e  reason: in  case of 
a  law  su it they  don’t  believe he 
w ill get justice before a court.

Hospitals— th e re  are  few  ex- j 
ceptions—w on’t accept him  as an 
in te rne  or his sister as a nurse.
If he goes to  m any h isp itals as a | 
patien t, he m ust lie in  a special 
bed.

Y et he lives in a dem ocracy—a j 
nation  w hose people believe in. \ 
and indeed fight for, a chance for 
“every  individual to becom e w hat 
he is capable of becom ing.” for 
"equality  of opp ortun ity ,” and for 
the righ t of each indiv idual to j 
"the pursu it of happiness.”

OUR PRINCIPLES

The U rban League does not be­
lieve in  th is dual system  of c iti­
zenship—one set of righ ts and 
privileges for w hite citizens and 
an other set for Negro citizens, 
’in e se  b itte r inequalities, these 
cruel injustices, bred  m ore often 
by m isinform ation th an  malice, 
the League seeks to destroy.

The U rban League believes in 
Am erica and the princip les of 
dem ocratic governm ent; it b e ­
lieves in Am erican people, the ir 
innate love of liberty , th e ir  sense 
of right, the ir desire for fair play.

The U rban League recognizes 
the  em ergence of a serious prob­
lem in P ortland  and is cognizant 
of the need for all the  people of 
th is com m unity to aw aken; to 
learn  th e  tr u th  about each other, 
to w ork together, b lack and w hite 
alike; not fo r a com m unity in 
which w hites can live at east, 
nor a pleasant place for Negroes, 
but a be tter c ity  for a ll— a finer 
fu ture for Am erica.

OUR PURPOSE
I t  is the purpose of the  U rban 

League to assist the  com m unity in 
the process of in teg ra ting  Negro 
Am ericans, to the  end th a t con­
ditions under w hich they  live, 
work, and play m ay be im proved. 
I t  studies economic, social and 
industrial conditions as they a f­
fect Negroes and uses th e  findings 
to acquain t the citizenry  of the 
Portland  area w ith  the true  pic­
tu re  of. Negroes. The League 
seeks to  expand em ploym ent, 
housing, health , w elfare, educa­
tional and recreational opportu­
nity. The League w orks w ith  ex ­
isting organizations and encour­
ages the form ation of new  agen­
cies w hen the  need is established 
and apparen t. I t  is particu larly  
in terested  in action w hich will 
prom ote in terrac ial understanding  
and w hich w ill reduce and elim ­
inate the causes of rac ia l tension 
and violence.

The League em ploys the  tech­
nique of COOPERATIVE INTER­
RACIAL P L A N N I N G  AND 
COUNSELING. I t uses m ethods 
of investigation, com m unity o r­
ganization, coordination, consul­
tation, and in te rp re ta tion . I t em ­
ploys professionally tra ined  staff 
w orkers to guide and assist the  
executive board, com m ittees, an d  
com m unity groups in achieving 
the sta ted  purpose. I t  provides a 
channel of expression w hich will 
lead to positive social action for 
the m any Negro and w hite  A m eri­
cans w ho w ish to m ake Democ­
racy a  reaiity .

Urban League Urges Support Of F.E.P.C. Bill
The U rban League of P ortland  

and the N ational Association for 
the A dvancem ent of Colored Peo­
ple have joined forces in  an  ef­
fort to  get a m ore a rticu la te  in ­
terest in the  F a ir E m ploym ent 
Pracices Bill, w hich is before Con­
gress and w hich Southern sena­
tors are  attem pting  to  ta lk  to 
deah (filibuster) a t his ime.

Recent w ord from  W ashington 
indicates th a t m ore Oregonians 
are sending m essages against the  
F air Em ploym ent P ractices Bill 
th an  for it. Those of us w ho fa ­
vor the  passage of th is legislation 
should and m ust let our congres­
sional rep resen ta tives know 
w here we stand on th is  issue. 
Thousands of telegrams must be 
sent immediately to Senator 
Wayne Morse and Senator Guy 
Cordon, at the Senate Office 
Building. Washington, D. C., ad ­
vocating the ir support of the  Bill 
and urging them  to  vote for clo­
tu re  (lim ited debate). This will 
stop the  filibuster.

DON’T W AIT! W IRE NOW! 
THE COST O F A COUPLE OF 
TELEGRAM S IS A C H E A P  
PRICE TO PAY FOR ANOTH­
ER NAIL IN JIM  CROW ’S COF­
FIN. DO IT  NOW.


