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Aulhor, Critic and Audience 
Clash Over "Strange Fruit"

BETWEEN THE LINES

E D I T O R I A L
The im portance of a high school diplom a to O regon’s 

re tu rn in g  veterans cannot be over-em phasized because of 
the m any jobs, both in private industries and in civil ser
vice in federal and sta te  agencies, w hich requ ire  th a t the 
ethployee be a high school graduate. For th is reason it 
would be wise for the veteran  who in so m any cases was 
called into the service before he com pleted his secondary 
education to look carefully  into the possibilities offered 
him to secure th a t much needed diploma.

The ex-w arrio r can re tu rn  to high school, of course. 
But so often he feels th a t he is too m atu re  for the class 
roo m after several years of arm y or navy life. F urther, 
he may have to go to work to support him self and quite 
possibly a fam ily. For these and o ther reasons, it is recom 
m ended th a t he look into the exam inations offered by the 
U. S. A rm ed Forces Institu te , under the guidance of the 
Am erican Council of Education, which may enable him to 
secure his diplom a w ithout need of fu rth er study.

As D. A. Em erson, assistant superin tendent in charge 
of secondary education for the S tate  D epartm ent of Edu
cation, points out, the veteran  certain ly  can’t lose by taking 
the tests, even if he fails. In one case, a veteran  in Coquille 
successfully passed the exam s recently, w ith  only one 
year in high school prior to several years’ arm y service. 
The all-round experience and knowledge he had picked 
up in the service were, in his case, the equivalent of about 
th ree  high school years.

- Those exam inations are not a hit-and-m iss proposition. 
The N orthw est Association of Secondary and High Schools, 
w hich includes the school system s of Oregon and five o ther 
N orthw estern  states, have spent approxim ately  $1500 in
vestigating the effects and the  resu lts of these Arm ed 
Forces Tnsitute tests, and the Association has approved them  
fully. The Am erican Council on Education, before its en
dorsem ent, used the exam inations on a represen tative body 
of high school seniors and w orked out its norm s for the 
G I tests from the results of these. It is a sound, approved 
plan  conceived on the  principle th a t a veteran 's store of 
useful inform ation and his ab ility  to reason should have 
increased considerably during  his tim e in the service. 
And it appears to  be w orking out th a t wav.

NEW YORK (ANP)—In t h e  
last book forum  of the year of 
the Schom burg Collection of Ne
gro L ite ra tu re  of the New York 
Public L ibrary  last Tuesday L il
lian Sm ith, Abe Hill and the 
audience clashed in a vigorous 
debate over the m erits of “Broad- 
w a y ’s misunderstood p 1 a y ,” 
“S trange F ru it.” The discussion 
was w ell-m annered but the d if
ferences of opinion w ere sharp 
and serious.

Dr. L. D. Reddick, who presid
ed, opened the m eeting by point
ing out th a t the sincerity and 
high purpose of Lillian Smith 
w ere not debatable in th a t her 
consistent fight against racial se
gregation, her refusal to join 
w ith fake southern liberal organ
izations and her record as editor 
of the South Today had estab
lished her as a champion of hu 
man dem ocracy; however, w rit
ing a successful play for Broad
way m ay be som ething else en 
tirely.

Miss Sm ith told the audience 
of her motive in w riting the 
play; tha t she did not intend to 
do a dram a of Negro life but of 
life in a sm all southern town. 
She insisted tha t her characters 
were real and true  to life.

Abe Hill, d irector of the A m er
ican Negro theatre  and dram a 
critic, replied by saying that the 
play was sprawling, t h a t  the 
characters w ere not “explained” 
end th a t in contrast to his ex 
citem ent when he had s e e n  
“Deep Arc The Roots," he felt 
indifferent w h e n  v i e w i n g  
“S trange F ru it.”

The audience then jum ped into 
a free-for-all discussion, a lte r
nately hurling praise and blame 
at both critic and author.

The general concensus at the 
conclusion of the m eeting was

that L illian Sm ith was a staunch 
foe of segregation and an un- 
shakeable advocate of hum an 
democracy but th a t she should 
have called in a professional p lay
w right to m ake “S trange F ru it" 
the Broadway hit it deserves to 
be.

Negro Commands 
Tank Battalion

WITH THE 761ST TANK BAT
TALION IN EUROPE— (ANP)— 
Capt. Ivan H. H arrison, 3399 Sco- 
vel place, D etroit, becam e the 
first Negro com m ander of the 
761st Tank battalion w hen he suc- 

j  ceeded Lt. Col. Paul L. Batos, 
white, of Boonton, N. J., on 
Nov. 3.

The new com m ander is 26 and 
was born in Detroit. H<* is m ar
ried to the form er Miss Juan ita  
Edwards of D etroit, and is the 
father of a son, Ivan. Jr., age one 
and a half years. P rio r to com
ing into the arm y he was engaged 
in business w ork in Cleveland 
and also served as a postal em 
ploye at the C leveland Post Of
fice.

Capt. H arrison graduated  from 
the arm ored force officer candi
date school, at ort Knox on Ju ly  
4, 1942, joining the 761st, than  a 
light tank battalion, a t Camp 
Claiborne, La., as a tank  platoon 
leader on Ju ly  16, 1942.

On Oct. 30, 1943, he became 
the second Negro to ever become 
a company com m ander in the b a t
talion, when he assum ed com
mand of headquarters company.

I It was in this capacity tha t he 
■ came overseas w ith the 761st and 
entered combat. A m onth before 
the end of hostilities in Europe, 
he took command of the service 
company.

“Me...  I’m staying 
in the Army !
THERE ARE PLENTY 

OF REASONS . . . 

AND HERE THEY ARE !”

By Dean G ordon B. Hancock

It is doubtful if this country 
ever had a m ore uncertain, va
cillating leadership than  today. 
We are beginning to miss Roose
velt. P resident T rum an is m ak
ing heroic efforts to carry  on; 
but Roosevelts are hard to find! 
W hen in her sorrow, Mrs. Roose
velt said tha t she m ourned not 
so much for her husband as for 
the world, she was going to the 

I very heart of a very vital m atter 
i and tha t was the m atter of na
tional leadership.

T rum an has grappled v e r y  
courageously w ith m atters of 
state and has made some splen
did m aneuvers politically and 
some fine gestures diplom atical
ly, but Roosevelts are hard to 
find! The GOP political hounds 
are hot on the tra il of T rum an 
and he had better beware. H ar
ry Flood Byrd, aobut whom we 
heard so little  when great Roose
velt lived, is itching back into 

I the spotlight of the nation’s no
tice. Lindbergh, who has driven 
into exile a fter he had lost caste 
bi cause of his pro-Nazi disposi
tions is attem pting  to come back. 
Not only is L indbergh heading 
back, but a m ovem ent is gaining 
ground to have his commissions 
form ally restored. Such is the 
subtle attem pt to discredit Roose
velt by undoing w hat he did at 
a tim e when nobody dared to 
lift an opposing head. Roosevelts 
a re  hard  to find! Now tha t our 
g rea t chief has pased on, les
ser breeds are sneaking out and 
scenting for the spotlight. The 
old proverb, “when the cat is 
aw ay the rats come out to play,” 
is today assum ing a very real 
meaning. The great d a n g e r  
hinges about the possibilities tha t 
the rum p leaders long on rab 
ble-rousing and short on con
structive statesm anship, will gain 
the political ascendancy in this 
country and the world.

I have long seen in the G al- 
up poll a very  real danger to 
national leadership. Somebody 
has said tha t a politician is one 
who can sit upon a fence and 
hold his ear to the ground. The 
politician depends upon sensing 
the desires of the people and 
catering  to those desires. In

Yes, We Should 
Be Happy This 
New Year

By Chesley E. Corbett 
Those of us who are fortunate 

to  be spared to see 1946 ushered 
ij  shou ld feel proud and should 
rejoice and give thanks to God 
for th e  coming New Year.

W ar is a thing of the past. The 
oppressors, who reigns of terror, 
to r tu re  and slavery, w ere blots 
on civilization, have been con
quered ; many tried  and execut
ed w hile o thers, the m ain cul
prits, a re  now facing trial charg
ed w ith the most heineous crimes 
in the annals of history.

O ur boys are retu rn ing  home 
by the thousands: they no long
e r have to fear the subm arine,

the sniper, and o ther horrors of 
war.

O ur loved ones are no longer 
prisoners of w ar w ith their em ac
iated forms, their bodies covered 
w ith scars showing w here the 
lash of their keepers had been 
effective.

M others in foreign lands can 
rejoice that their daughters can 
now en ter into legal wedlock and 
bring legitim ate offsprings into 
the world and will not have to 
be a victim , as in the past to 
brute force and illicit relations.

The m inisters can rejoice that 
the real unadulterated  religion 
can be preached and men and 
women everyw here worship God 
w ithout restra in t and directions 
of any one.

Yes. we have many reasons to 
rejoice. We hope and trust that 
the day is not too far distant 
w here there  shall be universal 
ponce and good will to all men.

N A NCE ' S  B A R - B - Q
31 N. E. CHERRY CT.

Good Meals Served All Hours 
Home Cooking Our Specialty

DINNERS — BARBECUE SANDWICHES

EAst 9044 David Nance, Prop.

1 “First, I  keep my present grade.
• That means a lot.

0  “By reenlisting for 3 years I 
^  can pick my own branch of 
service in the Air, Ground or 
Service Forces, and can go to any 
overseas theater I wish.

0 “I get my inustering-out pay,
V even though I’m rcenlisting. 
Also, I get $50 a year reenlistment 
bonus for each year I’ve been in 
the Army. My dependents receive 
family allowances for the full term 
of my enlistment. And I’ll be 
eligible for GI Bill of Rights bene
fits when I get out of the Army.

4 “My food, clothes, quarters, 
medical and dental care are all 

supplied to me. And I can learn 
any of 200 skills or trades in the
Army schools.

5 “All of us who are reenlisting 
are going to have from 30 to 

90 days’ furlough at home with 
lull pay and otir travel paid both 
ways. And we’ll have 30 days’ fur
lough every year with pay.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
PAY PER M O N T H - 

ENLISTED MEN

6 “Any time after 20 years 1 
can retire at half pay increas

ing year by year to three-quarters 
retirement pay after 30 years of 
service. And the time I’ve already 
served in active military or naval 
service counts toward my retire
ment time. Added up—reenlist
ment seems pretty sound to me!"

JAN U ARY 31, 1 9 4 6
AN I MP ORTANT DATI  

POR MI N  I N THI  ARMY

MEN now  in A rm y w h o  ro on litt 
before Feb ruary 1 w i l l  be reen
listed  in present g rade. Men hon
o rab ly  d ischarged can  re en list 
w ith in  20 d ays  after d ischarge  
in  grade held at tim e o f d is
charge , provided they reen list 
before February 1, 1946.

You m ay en list A T  A N Y  TIME 
fo r  1 Vi, 2 or 3 y e a r  p eriods. 
(O ne-year en listm ents fo r men 
now  in the A rm y  w ith  a t least 
6 m onths o f se rv ice .)

SIBLEY
Shoe Shine Parlor

Expert Shoe Shining & 
All Kinds of Dyeing

Used Shoes for Sale at Very 
Reasonable Prices

A N in e  C o m f o r t a b l e  P l a c e  t o  W a t t  
W h i l e  H a v i n g  W o r k  D o n e  
S O F T  D R I N K S  . . . E T C .

13 N. E. RUSSELL STREET
J u s t  S o u t h  o f  W t l U a m s  A v e .

other words, they propose to give 
the people w hat they do not nec
essarily need. In an  age of p rop
aganda it is not easy to  te ll what 
people need, although qu ite  easy 
to te ll w hat they w ant.

They are  poor paren ts indeed 
who are  governed in th e ir deal
ings w ith the ir children  by w hat 
the children  want, ra th e r than 
by w hat they need. If all chil
dren had been given w hat they 
w anted they  all would have been 
either dead or disgraced. It is 
even so w ith the fickle masses 
of m ankind. One of the worst 
curses th a t could be visited upon 
men is th a t they be given what 
they w ant ra ther than  w hat they 
need.

The G allup poll is supposed to 
sample public opinion and thus 
determ ine w hat the people w ant 
at a given time. I t has little  or 
no reference to w hat they  need. 
The ex ten t to which our political 
leaders attem pt to ca te r to the 
wants and whims of the masses 
is the ex ten t to w hich the n a 
tion will be led by a lagging 
leadership. Leadership of the 
constructive kind depends upon 
the ability  of leaders to  look over 
the shoulders of the ir constituen
cy and take long tim e views of 
situations which involve not 
alone w hat the people w ant but 
what they  need.

The football p layer who pays 
too much attention  to the grand
stand will hardly m ake a touch
down. The great debacle in 
which the world finds itself to
day hinges about the conflict 
betw een w hat the people a r e  
clam oring for and .'/hat t h e y  
need. Suppose the Pilgrim  fa
thers had taken a G allup poll or 
that the colonists had “sam pled” 
by m eans of some varie ty  of poll, 
the opinion on going to w ar w ith 
England. Im agine A braham  Lin
coln w aiting for the G allup poll 
when Fort Sum ter was fired on.

One of the things th a t is de
vitalizing dem ocracy is this self 
same a ttem p t to go by w hat the 
people think. How can confused 
people th ink  stra igh t in the face 
of highly financed propaganda? 
How can the people th ink  clear
ly w hen the Babel of tongues 
rocks w ith diverse doctrines. U n
less we can bring up a m ore sta l
w art leadership for these peril
ous tim es, the end of civiliza
tion is near a t hand. It would 
appear th a t the w eakened lead
ership w hich is evolving in this 
age of “polls" will sooner o r later 
hurtle  us into d ictatorship  in 
sheer self defense.

Christ's Temple
Sunday Services as Follows 

S.S. 10:00 A M.—Service 11:45 
Evening Service 7:45 

Week Day Service W ednesday 
and  F riday  7:45 P. 71.
—All A re Welcome—

Rev. M. Jefferies, Pastor 
2139 S. E. 9th Ave.. cor. G rant 

LA. 0488 Res. TR. 4723

THE MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF GOD IN CHRIST

G u ild s  L a k e— 4312  N . W . 41 Crt. 
O R D E R  OE S E R V IC E

S u n d a y  S c h o o l— 9 :45  A. M. 
M o r n i n g  S e r v l c , — 11:45 A. M. 

Y . P . W . W . — 6:0« P .  M. 
E v e n i n g  S e r v i c e — 7:30 P .  M. 

T u e .  S e r .  11 :00  A. M.  & 7:30  P. M.
T b u r .  & F r l .  E v e . — 7 :30  p .  M. 

A ll I n v ite d — R ev . H . D . W illia m s ,  
P a s to r

St. Jam es Baptist 
Church

Sunday School 10:30 A. M.
Serm on 11:30 A. M. 

Evening Service 7:30 P. M. 
All Are Cordially Welcome 

120 N. E. Russell St. 
Rev. J. S. Ferguson, Pastor 
Sister Naomi Williams. Sec.

W ILLIAMS AVE. CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST

Elder Claud L. Lam pkin, Pastor 
2504 N. W illiams Ave. 

ORDER OF SERVICES: 
M onday and F riday ; Evange- 

listical Services 7:30. W ednesday 
Bible Band 8:00. Sunday, Sunday 
School 10, M orning Service at 
11:30. Y. P. W. W., 6:30. Evening 
Services :45.

Come One! Come All!
Mrs. Lam pkin, Reporter.

Is Additwa Is Food. Lod(W|. 
Clothei and Medical Cara 

*
( a ) —Plue 2 0 4  Increase for 
S ervice Overseas. ( b ) —Plus 
50 if M em ber of F lying  
Crewe. Parachutist, etc. ( c )  
—Plue 5% Increase in Pay  
for Each 3 Y ears of Service.

Master Sergeant 
or First Sergeant 
Technical Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant . . 
Sergeant . , ,  ,
Corporal . • • •
Private First Claas . 
Private ,  ,  ■ .

Starting  
Base Pay 

Per 
Stantii

$ 1 3 8 .0 0
1 1 4 .0 0

9 6 .0 0
7 8 .0 0
66.00
5 4 .0 0
5 0 .0 0

MONTHLY 
RETIREMENT 

INCOME AFTER: 
20 rears' 10 Tsor.' 

Service Service

$ 8 9 .7 0
7 4 .1 0  
6 2 .4 0  
5 0 .7 0  
4 2 .9 0
3 5 .1 0  
3 2 .5 0

$ 1 5 5 .2 5
1 2 8 .2 5
1 0 8 .0 0

8 7 .7 5
7 4 .2 5
6 0 .7 5
5 6 .2 5

MT. ZION CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST

108 N . B . R u s s e l l  S t. 
O R D E R  O r  S E R V IC E

S u n d a y  S c h o o l — 9:45 A. M. 
M o r n i n g  S e r v i c e — 11:30 A. M. 
E v e n i n g  S e r v i c e — 8:00 P .  M. 

Y . P . W . W . —  6:30  P. M.
T u e .  8:00 P .  M.— E v a n g .  S e r v i c e  

T h u r .  P r a y e r  & B ib l e  B a n d — 8:00 
F r i .  H e a l i n g  S * rv lce - r -8 :0 0  P. M. 
O v e r se e r  W . I*. M c K i n n e y .  P a s to r  

E ld . B . T . W e lls , A s s t . P a s to r

AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL ZION 

CHURCH
2007 N. W illiams Ave. 

Rev. J. F. Sm ith. Pastor

CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST

1207 S. W. F ron t Ave.
R egular Church Services 
B roadcast Each Sunday 

K W JJ at 8 A. M.
Rev. B. M. McSwain. Pastor

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * . * * * *

OREGON FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION
1412 N. Williams Avenue

SEE THE J O B  T H R O U G H

U. S. ARMY
BE A

• G U A R D I A N  O f  V I C T O R Y ••

B iSN U ST  N O W  » I  Y O U «  NEAREST 

U. 8. A R M Y  R EC RU IT IN G  STATIO N

A I R .  G R O U N D .  S I

614 S. W. Eleventh Avenue Portland, Oregon

CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST

338 N. W. 5th Ave.
Sunday School 10:30 A. M. 

Serm on 12 Noon 
Y.P.W.W. 6:30 P. M. 

Evening Service 8 P. M. 
O ther Meetings 

Tue.. Fri. Evenings 8 P. M. 
Bible Band Wed. Eve. 8 P. M. 

REV J. C. LEWIS, Pastor

CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST

Cor. 99th and S. E. Ash Sts.
W eek Services—Tuesday and 

F riday 8 P. M. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday School 9:45 A. M. 
Serm on 11:30 A. M. 

Y.P.W.W. 7:00 P. M. 
Evening Service 8:00 P . M. 

ELD. T. W. RUSSAW. Pastor


