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Erwin Jones' Inquest Attempt to Force 
Scheduled For Tuesday ¡Jegro,!° .Domestic WorkSCOTT THOMAS. KEY-WITNESS. ESCAPEE 

COUNTY JAIL. STILL AT LARGE
FROM

ATLANTA (ANP)— Following 
up m im rrous conipluintx flirtiT»u> Coroner’« inquest into the killing on August 21st of > ilh All(intu Url)un 

Erwin Jones in his home in Guilds Lake will be open to industrial and Labor division by 
the public. This was announced the first of the week by Negro workers relative to the 
Rev. George W. Drown also of Guilds Lake who heads a denial of unemployment coin- 
committee that has demanded the inquest be held. Dr. •** ,"‘,‘,i,»n iM-m-flts and other dis- 
Earl Smith, county coroner/’stated that the hearing will
bo held in the courtroom of Judge Crawofrd in the County .i citizens commute« 
Courthouse at S. W. 4th and Salmon street at 9:110 a 
on Tuesday, October 9th.

School Strike Spreads to Chicago
Small Number Zoot

Mrs. Erwin Jones, widow of the 
victim  returned  to Portland on ! 
Tuesday of this week to be pres- 
ent und testify ut the h ea rln i. I 
Accompanying Mrs. Jones were 
tw o of her sisters who ore ey e­
witnesses of the tragic affair. 
They w ere re tu rn ed  here through 
the efforts of the com m ittee head­
ed by Rev. George Brown who 
raised the funds necessary to 
bring them  hack to Portland. The 
District A ttorney, Thomus B. 
Handley paid the expense of 
bringing one of the witnesses 
back from  Louisiana afte r r e ­
quests to have the stuto pay all 
of the expenses had been d e­
nied.

ANOTHER ' FIRST”

Announcer Mr. Exceil (Bass) 
Harris. Portland 's first Negro

Jones was killed by Detective 
Bard Purcell while the police 
officer was hunting for Scott 
Thomas who had killed a woman.
According to the detective, he 
waa inform ed tha t Thom«# had 
gone to the home of Jones. P u r  
te ll, m th«. tatcupanr of tw o oU »r 
detectives w ent to  thc_ Jones 
home, Purcell going to the rear 
while the o ther tw o policemen 
w ent to the front door. Jones, 
allegedly fired ut the two de­
tectives at the front door when 
they knocked und asked for a d ­
m ittance Purcell then  broke a
rear window and shot Jones In ~  n  w i
the hack killing him alm ost in ^ ¡ Q |5  JOB Oil
stantly. W itnesses say that the 
police officers did not identify 
them selves but merely dem anded

crim lnutory practices churgcd *o 
the claims section of the USES.

HI l a u n c h e d  a n  im  < .1 ig.it u >n
The com mittee, heuded by W 

| K. Inm an, heud of the Urban 
League's industrial und labor d i­
vision. conferred w ith Bon T. 
Iluiet, com missioner of the d e­
partm ent of lalior of Georgiu, em ­
ploym ent security agency, at 
stale capital relative to the com­
plaints. They inform ed Iluiet that 
Negroes were not being given 
fuir consideration in regards 'jo  

unem ploym ent benefits und that 
on several occasions they had 
been treated  discourteously irr 
the USES cluims office.

A num b rcof Negro women had 
revealed thut the claim s section 
seemed determ ined to force N e­
gro women into domestic services 
ut weekly salaries from $5 to  $<) 
per week A num ber of the Job­
less women had been released re ­
cently from em ploym ent ut the 
Bell A ircraft p lant ut M urietla 
w here they aided in m aking B- 
29* in the victorious wur on 
Jupun. Offered jobs as domestics, 
the women said they refused b e­
cause of their train ing and e x ­
perience in higher skills. They 
Lied elaiins for sutamtdoysitent

CHICAGO.__Dr. A. J .  Offord Shining Light Harmonic Choir; Targ, Ex-president Music War
and  co -w orkers praised by Chica- A rthur S. Loan. M onumental Bap- Council of America, M arjorie S. 
go's Mayor Kelly a t  final sum m er list Goodwill Spiritual Choir. Joyner, d irector Search for Talanl 
park d istrict musical “Search for Garnar Kandrick. Christ Tample Contest; R. V. Pierce, supervisor 
T alent” concerts close. The pro- Youth Chorus. Jam es T. Camp- of recreation for Chicago Park 
gram s w ars presanted  waaply bell, Hartxell Methodist Church District; William C. Hoffman, en- 
w ith mora than th rae hundred Chorus. Middlo row; Dr. A. J. Of- ginaar Chicago P ark  District, 
participants. Top 1 to r. William ford, enaral chairm an, director. Seated are the prize w inners 
H. Jones, Jam es H. Bair, director. Monumental Baptist Church Glee Helen Ward. Jacob Evans. Jr.. 
Robert McKenzie. Shiloh S.D.A. - Club; Oscar Wycliff Harman. At- and Jam es H unt.—A tlas News- 
Choral Society. Talm an Thomas. | torney for the Association; Max photo Service.

adm ittance to  Jones' home. It has 
also been stated tha t Jones did 
not know Scott Thomas and that 
Thom as had never been in the 
Jones home.

Thom as was one of seventeen 
prisoners to  escupo recently from 
the county jail und the only one 
tha t HAS NOT BEEN CAUGHT. 
A key w itness in the forthcoming 
inquest, there hus been some 
speculation as to  w hat hearing his 
disappearance will have on the 
outcome of the inquest. Police re ­
port no clue as to his w here­
abouts.

A decision by the com pany in ­
suring the life of Jones NOT to 
pay the 'in su ran ce  claim  followed 
u "Justifiable hom icide” exoner­
ation of the detective by his sup­
erior officer Captain Jam es Flem ­
ing of the City Police Bureau. 
This order was later rescinded 
through the efforts of Rev. Brown 
who is pastor of the Com munity 
Church at G uilds Lake. Through 
his efforts scverul com m unity and 
civic organizations began to tuko 
an Interest in the case. Irw in 
Goodman, a m em ber of the luw 
firm  of Goodman and Levinson, 
offers his services to Rev. Brown 
and the com m ittee thnt had form ­
ed. Mr. Goodman will represent 
the fam ily of the victim  at the 
inquest.

Local Negro 
Gels M.C. Jot 
Station KWJJ

761st Tankers 
En Route Home

By T rssivan t W. Anderson
WITH THE 761st TANK BAT­

TALION IN EUROPE (ANP)—  
W ith 33 veteran  tankers of the 
crack 761st Tank battalion having 
already gone on the high seas en- 
rqTJ ■ ■¡ 'V  137
hw n-poinrers from the first N«- 
gro-cfimposed arm ored unit to 
ever en ter com bat under the 
American flag, is now on the high 
seas en route to America and dis­
charge.

The first group of 33 left after
indignant I and w ith m uch of her clothing ,ran *fcr to the homeward-bound

163rd Chemical company. The 
larger group is in the assembly 

hum, are« w ith the 548th Engineer
l . a n o r  v i i m i i i i s M i u i t T  m m  i j piv.-wiv»*». L o u n i )

told the citizens com m ittee that failed to act

Investigate 
Rape Death oi 
High School Girl

CONWAY. S. C. (ANP)— An In­
vestigation into the raping and 
m urder of a 17-year-old high 
school girl on Pine island tw o  
«tw ka «go is (w ise tnede by lead­
ers and organization#, it was r e ­
ported on Monday.

The girl's body was discovered 
lute one afternoon afte r she had 
failed to re tu rn  home from mak- 

possihle to  push Negroes in to 'jn g  u purchase ut a store some 
domestic und common labor jobs distance from her home. Violated 
T h e  off ic ia ls  beco m e  
when told higher skilled jobs an- t,,; n away, her head had bet -i 

\ sought, according to reports. j subm erged in a w ater-filled de- 
Lahor Commissioner Iluiet \ pression. County officers have

on m n n e i  ous  ,i

Radio M. C„ who has his own com pensation, hut had not re ­
show, the "B ronio Com m unity reived any money afte r several 
Hour* on Station K W JJ ovary weeks of unem ploym ent, und 
night from M idnight to 1. A. M. contended that the claims section 
—Photo by M argaret C. Robinson. : officials are m aking every effort

the policy of his departm ent was 
to see tha t all applicants w ere

and
benefits cn- 
Hc did siiv.

Mr. (Bass) Excell Hurris, w h o , 
is heard nightly over radio stu- , r ' 'a , ' d w i,h duc courte ,y  
tiun KW JJ. has the distinction ' w er* bc'" *  • lven 
of bom# the first Negro announ- 1 un<,<r *ttW*
ccr in the sta te of Oregon. I however, tha t persons who flatly

From Monday through Satur-1 »J?'?*!?™
day Mr. H arris produces und an- | 
nounccs his own program  from 
12 to 1 A. M. It's object is to in-

Light Pontoon company, one of 
the only two such Negro uni’s

w ithin the ir skills and burning 
were not entitled  to  benefits u n ­
der the unem ploym ent compen-

crease better race rcla i,nns"and  .....« h,w lie  p r o m M  tO M fN et
cases of discrim ination and dis-

Ask Congress lo 
Set Aside Day 
Honoring Carver

WASHINGTON (ANP) — Sen. 
Myers, Democrat, Pennsylvania, 
said last week he introduced a 
resolution designating Ja n u ary  8 
of each year as George W ashing­
ton C arver day. He said the noted 
scientist should be honored for 
his “notable contributions to ag ri­
culture."

Ha pointed out th a t although 
Dr, C arver was horn of slave 
parents, he rose to g reat heights 
in the scientific world. The N e­
gro people, together w ith others, 
“may well be proud of George 
W ashington Career,” he said.

provide musical entertainm ent.
Bass is the son of the late Rev. 

I). L. Harris, builder of the tin t 
C. M. E. church in Los Angeles, 
Calif. He attended Texas college 
in Tyler, Texas. L ater the family 
wi s transferred  to California and 
then and there Bass took to the 
stage.

F irst appearance was w ith  a 
concert group known as the West- | 
Jub ilee Singers. A short tim e lu trr 
he began to organize his own 
groups nam ely. The Big Four
Q uarte tte , The Golden Weal Pour 
and the best of the grouu, The I 
Exposition Jub ilee Four. They 
played the top spots including the 
Pulnco in New York City. For 
aw hile he toured with the New 
York Syncopated orchestra th ru- 
out Europe.

11)35 was the big year because 
it murks the beginning of his 
radio career. He produced the 
first commercial program  over 
station WAAB (m utual) in Bos­
ton, Mass. Now tha t he is in P o rt­
land, he is proving to be very 
popular w ith his “Bronze Com ­
m unity H our” program .

W ednesday night Mr. H arris 
interview ed Mrs. M argaret Rob­
inson, photographer for the P o rt­
land Inquirer and ulsn Mr. Ralph 
H. Faulk, m anaging editor of The 
Portland Inquirer, who were u n ­
expected visitors ut his b road­
cast.

courtesy brought to his attention* 
The com m ittee also asked Com ­

missioner H ulet for a fair share 
of jobs in the adm inistration of 
the unem ploym ent law. The com ­
missioner was non-comm ital on 
the question, however.

counts which connect a whit , ,
Inaurane« with the incident and n.,lh" 1X0 “
last week, jailed the girl's father , Tht’re five officers who
and uncle for a reason yet no. a r« coming home w ith the
disclosed. It is felt the tw o men 548th fronl the 761*» Three w ere 
jailed e ither to in tim idate then, « *"P any  com m anders, and the
into rem aining qu ie t on dem ands ,,Uu’r w ere veteran  frontline

tank platoon com m anders whofor the agent’s arrest or, because 
they have vowed to  take their 
own revenge out on the man if 
the county doesn't uct.

had been in the thick of the 
fighting ever since the initial 
buttle engagem ents w ith  the ene­
my when the 761st jum ped off 
last November against the crack 
G erm an 11th Panzer division in 
the Saar basin w ith  the 26th 
"Yankee" Infan try  division.

The com pany com m anders are 
Capts. Irv in  McHenry, Loavcn- 

NE WYORK (ANP)—Fear 0f J wor»h- Kans., Richard W. EnKlish. 
liie Ivos Q uinn Anli-D iscrim ina- Orleans, and Jam es T. Bak-

Anti Discrimination 
Law Feared; Insurance 
Firm to Hire 5 Negroes

Vancouver Sun 
Employee Slugged 
And Robbed Wednesday

Mr. Kelly S troud, an em ployee 
of the circulation departm ent of 
the Vancouver Surt new spaper, 
was hit over the head w ith a gun 
or heavy instrum ent and knocked 
unconscious W ednesday in Bng 
ley Downs. He was robbed of 
about $80.

Detroit May Elect I 
Rev. Hill to 
City Council

By Robert Crum p

DETROIT (ANP)— To many 
political m inded people here the 
tim e seems to be now or never 
when speaking of the possibili­
ties of electing the Rev. Charles 
T. Hill to the common council 
a t the next election, come Novem­
ber. W hile it has always been 
a difficult task to elect a Negro 
to  tha t august body because 
counciltnen here ure elected at 
large instead of through the 
ward system  as is the case in 
many cities, it is the concensus uf 
political opinion tha t Rev. Hill 
stands an excellent chance of be­
ing elected.

The reasons given by those in 
the know is not alone th a t Mr. 
Hill is one of the most able men 
ever to he nom inated for public 
office here with alm ost the entire 
Negro voting public behind him, 
but th a t he has the endorsem ent, 
financial hacking and moral sup­
port of the UAW-CIO through 
its Political Action com m ittee and 
is being boosted right along w ith 
Richard T. Frankensteen, an out 
and out labor candidate for m ayor 
of the city. Frankensteen, a man 
of splendid educational, cultural 
and musical attainm ent. Is one of 
the vice presidents of the UAW 
(CIO).

tion law caused the M etropolitan Ier ' Indianapolis.
tie Insurance com pany to cm Thc V lleran platoon command 

. ploy five Negro w hite collar K™» both ex-cavalrym en, a re  1st 
w orkers in its main offices, said U s - Thom as E. Bruce, of Fort
C. W. Taylor, vice president, last Scott- Kan - and Harold B- G ary,' of Abilene, Kan.

Having faced a change to oc­
cupational troops, the 761st is re ­
organizing while assuming its role 
in the m ilitary  policing of H itler’s 
so-called "B avarian Redoubt,” as 
hlgh-pointcrs and men between 
35 and 38 years aid are being 
prepared for discharge to be re ­
placed by men w ith low points 
from other units.

week
According to Taylor, the new 

em ployes include four women 
clerks and one man, who is en ­
gaged in a special assignm ent in 
the personne ldivision. M etropoli­
tan Life, frequently  criticized for 
its discrim ination against Negro 
workers, is said to be the largest 
insurer of Negroes in America.

The no w hiring policy, the vice 
president adm itted, w as m oti­
vated by the existence of the Ivos- 
A nti-D iscrim ination law, which 
which forbids em ploym ent d is­
crim ination against w orkers b e ­
cause of race, color, creed, color 
or national origin.

Previous to the hiring  of the 
five w hite collar w orkers, the 
nam es of hundreds of Negro high 
school graduates w eer sent to the 
com pany for consideration after 
the extension of an invitation to 
high school graduates to work for 
M etropolitan Life.

SEND GENERAL E. M. 
ALMOND TO TEXAS

CAMP SWIFT. Tex. (ANP)—  
MaJ. Gen. E. M. Almond, former 
com m anding general of the !)2nd 
Division, has retu rned  to the 
states and been reassigned to com­
m and of the veteran  sevond in­
fantry  division, here. W ith the 
end of the w ar the division is 
engaged in discharging highpoint 
men through separation facilities 
already in operation,

Birmingham Gels 
$10,000 Quola for 
Negro College

BIRMINGHAM (ANP) — C iti­
zens here rallied to the cause of 
the United Negro college fund 
drive by raising $10,00 to meet 
its quota. A total of $1,550,000 will 
be raised this year throughout 
the nation to divide among 32 
Negro colleges.

Only $3,000 of the $10,000 quo­
ta had been raised up to Sept. 7, 
when Cooper Green, president 
of the local commission of the 
UNC fund drive, appealed to all 
m inisters and organizations to 
boost the drive to m eet the quota.

Citizens of A tlanta exceeded 
the ir $15,000 quota w ithin a shoit 
period afte r the drive was 
launched there.

Ed's Note —  Oregon donated 
nothing.

S. C. Cops Beat, 
Jail Man, Charges 
Are Framed

HEMINGWAY, S. C. (ANP)— 
How Police Chief W alter Britton 
und a special deputy nam ed Mor­
ris heal into insensibility I r tish  

etotti n htuid io .k i . 'f  
the Seaboard Railroad company, 
Monday night and then threw  his 
blood-drenched body in jail w ith­
out charges was told to a citizens' 
meeting here Sunday afternoon.

A special com m ittee providing 
assistance for the young m an said 
it had the statem ents from  eye­
witnesses to the beating and 
W right, transferred  to  the county 
jail a t K ingstreet, whom they in­
terview ed Thursday.

W right was return ing  home 
from a carnival the night of the 
incident. Morris is said to have 
w alked up, grabbed him and said 
"you’re under arrest." W right is 
quoted as saying, “Yes sir, but 
w hat am I being arrested for?”

Told to "keep your damn 
m outh shut" but asking again to 
know why he was being arrested, 
W right was set upon by Morris 
who told him, "No nigger's got 
any business questioning a white 
m an.”

A fter being struck several 
times. W right turned to defend 
himself. Chief Britotn, arrivnig 
sim ultaneously at the scene, 
joined in the beating, prostrating 
W rightto the ground w here both 
men beat and kicked him until 
he lay helpless. His bloody body 
was throw n in the local jail, 
w here he rem ained two days 
w ithout medical attention, after 
which he was transferred  to 
K ingstreet. The com m ittee re­
ported th a t a w hite person at 
K ingstree, sym pathetic to the 
m an's treatm ent, had interview ed 
him la ter secured medical a tten ­
tion.

Efforts to learn why W right 
was being arrested have proved 
futile. Sheriff Pearless Lam beth 
of the county (W illiamsburgh) 
doesn't know why but Friday, 
the com m ittee said, Britton and 
Morris had charged the man with 
resisting arrest, although no w ar­
rant has been draw n authorizing 
his detention.

Suiters Stir Trouble« i

Separate  Buildings Demanded For White and 
Negro Students

CHICAGO (ANP)—White high school students of the 
local high schools followed the pattern of Gary’s youthful 
anti-Negro strikers last week by demanding separate school 
buildings for white and Negro students.

Taking the lead of students of Froebel High school in 
Gary, Ind., white students of Morgan Park high school 
signed a petition demanding that the local board of educa­
tion erect separate schools for students of the two races 
after refusing to report to their classes. They were dis­
suaded from continuing their strike by the eloquence of 
the Rev. Gleenn Harding, white, assistant minister of the 
Morgan Park Methodist church.

Talking to the students bare­
headed in the sain, he said:

“our older bro thers w ere figh t­
ing overseas against ju st th is sort 
of thing. If you go ahead w ith 
this kind of strike, rem em ber 
you are strik ing against the con­
stitu tion  of the U nited S tates.”

A group of 150 Englewood high 
school students, led by Carl Gia- 
(rancisco, told George Cassell, 
assistant superin tendent of local 
high schools, th e ir  trouble. C as­
sell advised them  to take up the 
m atter w ith  the ir alderm en 
through the ir parents. A fter the 

ng, n fe irs iv isco  said the 
Student strikers “w on't go back 
to school un til conditions are 
settled, or un til we hear w hat 
the school board is going to  do 
about it.”

M eanwhile, the school situation 
assumed sufficient m agnitude to 
a ttrac t the atten tion  of M ayor 
Edw ard J. Kelly and m em bers of 
his M ayor's Com m ittee on Race 
relations. Kelly expressed an  in 
tention of getting a t the bottom  
of the antti-N egro strikes.
An Infection

"The situation in G ary schools 
has been an unfortunate source 
of infection," declared Edw in R. 
Embroe, chairm an of the m ayor's 
committee. “The school children 
of Chicago have gone to school 
together for a long time. They 
will continue to  do so. Chicago 
wil lstand squarely  for dem oc­
racy and against any hegregaiton 
in its public schools.

“P aren ts and students should 
see to it th a t there is no bseak 
in school attendance. This is the 
tim e for calm and deliberate 
spirit am ong our people dedi­
cated to dem ocracy w ithout com­
promise.”

Legal action against approi- 
m ately 850 strikers has been or­
dered by the G ary Boars of Edu­
cation. R ichard Nuzum, principal 
of Froebel, has been ordered to 
expel all students 15 years old 
and older and to  bring legal 
action against the parents. He 
reported th a t 600 w hite students 
and 850 Negro students are in 
attendance a t the school.

Joe Sm ith, 17-year-old zoot 
suitor, and Dan Casko, 18, w ere 
identified as the studen t strike 
leaders in G ary. M organ P ark  
strike leaders w ere identified as 
Roland Tozer and Charles (ex) 
Bowman, who recently  came 
here from Beaum ont, Tex.

LT. ROBT. DEIZ VISITS 
RELATIVES HERE

OVERCHARGES 
BRING LAW SUIT

The OPA last week sued the 
Tarola Motor Car Company, P o rt­
land, for $949.80, three tim es a l­
leged overcharges on sale of a 
1941 Chevrolet M aster DeLuxe 3- 
passenger coupe at $316.60 above 
the ceiling price. The firm  had 
sold the car for $1,200 which e x ­
ceeded even the "w arran ty" rate, 
and failed to give the purchaser 
a w ritten guarantee. The OPA 
regulations provide th a t dealers 
who have received OPA au thori­
zation may sell cars at the w ar­
ranty  rate  and add $100 or 25 
per cent of the base price, w hich­
ever is greater, but they m ust 
give purchasers a w ritten  guaran­
tee.

Woman Slashed, 
Vanporter Held

Jam es A. Perkins, 31, Negro, 
East V anport City, was held 
Tuesday in the county ja il on a 
charge of assault w ith  a danger­
ous weapon. According to the 
com plaint, issued by Deputy 
D istrict A ttorney Charles E. 
Raymond, Perk ins slashed the 
th roat of H attie Jam ieson, Ne­
gro women, w ith a pocket knife.

Officers said P erkins adm itted 
he quarreled  w ith  the woman as 
they left together for w ork early 
Tuesday and, w hile w aiting for 
a bus at N. D enver and Union 
avenues, pulled out his knife and 
cut her throat. She was rem oved 
to V anport C ity  hospital. Her 
condition was reported as fair.

LT. ROBERT DEIZ

P ortland 's own No. 1 hero, Lt. 
Robert Deiz. is here v isiting  a 
few  days w ith  his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. W illiam  Deiz and b ro th ­
er, Carl.

Lt. Deiz w ill be rem em bered 
as the ace of the 99th P u rsu it 
Squadron who led them  on 93 
missions and is credited  w ith  bag­
ging a num ber of enem y planes. 
He was also chosen by the  W ir  
D epartm ent to have his p o rtra it 
pain ted  for the W ar Bond Poster 
tha t received nation-w ide circu la­
tion.

Deiz is stationed a t Tuskegee 
Air Base w here he is an in struc­
tor. He will re tu rn  Sunday a fte r 
stopping in  Los Angeles and
Mexico.

Ex Lt. C arl Deiz w as recen tly  
discharged from  the A rm y A ir 
Corp., and he was also stationed 
at Tuskegee. He is now  resid ing 
w ith  his paren ts and attend ing  
P ortland  U niversity.

* lso  visiting in  the Deiz hom e 
it Lt. R uth Faulkner of the Arm y 
Nurse Corp. Lt. F au lkner is the  
head nurse a t the sta tion  hos­
pital in Tuskegee.

S. C. Mayor 
Criticized lor 
Affront to Negroes

COLUMBIA, S. C.— (ANP)—  
Mayor F red D. M arshall of Co­
lumbia is the ta rg e t for b itte r  
criticism, it was disclosed th is 
week.

The criticism  is being m ade by 
leaders of the Progressive D em ­
ocratic party  w hich is host to 
the National Council of Negro 
Democrats m eeting here October 
15-16.

M arshall, as m ayor of the  city, 
repected an  invitation  to  w el­
come the council a t th e  M onday 
night session w ithout a reason. 
O ther sources, how ever, repo rt 
the refusal was based solely on 
a racial issue.

John  McCray, sta te  chairm an 
of the Progressive Dem ocrats, 
said M onday th a t learn ing  of the 
m ayor's attitude, several o ther 
city officials have volun teered  to 
appear in the welcom ing spot.


