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Negro Workers Face Layoffs
Williams Ave. 
USO Has Busiest 
Months in History

The m onths of June  and Ju ly  
w ere the busiest and most event­
ful since the opening of the W il­
liams Avenue YMCA-USO. 35,804 
servicem en and women made use 
of its services and facilities. The 
attendance and the cooperation 
of the volunteers and the com­
m unity at large made it possible 
to present special weekly program  
events as well as the carrying out 
of regularly  scheduled activities.

The activities for the week-end 
of June  9 and June  10 w ere given 
in honor of the 555th Infantry  
Battalion Paratroopers stationed 
at the Pendleton Arm y Air Base. 
A picnic was given at Columbia 
P ark  on the  afterhoon of June 
9 and a party  was given at the 
USO in the evening. A huge 
breakfast was served a t the USO 
on Sunday m orning June  10. In 
the afternoon a V ariety Show was 
presented by many of P ortland’s 
outstanding professional en te r­
tainers. June  24 the Young People 
of Com m unity Building No. 5, 
Vanport City, presented an in te r­
esting hour’s program. June  30 
the USO queen for 1945-46 was 
crow ned during the Coronation 
ball. Ju ly  8 a Magician Show, 
long to be rem em bered, was p re­
sented by tw o of P ortland’s out­
standing artists. Ju ly  10 was 
Puerto  Rican night in honor of 
th ree  companies of P uerto  Rican 
soldiers stationed a t V ancouver 
barracks. These men delightfully 
played and sang the ir native 
songs and exhibited th e ir native 
dances. Ju ly  14 the USO spon­
sored a picnic and special party  
for Company “A” of the  555th 
In fan try  B attalion Paratroopers, 
Pendleton Arm y Air Base, and 
also carried out its regularly  
scheduled Saturday evening party  
a t the USO. Ju ly  15 the  USO 
held its annual picnic a t P en ­
insula Park. A pproxim ately 350 
servicem en and civilians partic i­
pated in the picnic festivities. 
Ju ly  25 the USO GSO Club spon­
sored a C arnival Dance w ith all 
the energy and noise to be found 
on the regular carnival lots. 
B irthday parties given in June  
and July , in honor of service­
m en born during those months, 
had an unsually large attendance.

The W illiams Avenue YMCA- 
USO services predom inately the 
Portland  Arm y Air Base, P o rt­
land Naval R ecruiting Station, 
Cam p Adair, Pasco, Vancouver 
Barracks including Camp Kilpak 

(Continued on page 8)

Death Takes California Governor,

Former Showman Women's L!ader 1°
By Doris M. Reynolds

Mr. Bethel Gibson Sr. of 23 
N. E. San Rafael St. passed aw ay 
on A ugust 24 after a th ree 
m onth’s illness. Mr. Gibson who 
had been a resident of P ortland  
for tw enty-five years had gained 
reputation as an en terta iner of 
high attainm ents. He leaves a 
daughter Dixie, and tw o sons, 
A lbert and Bethel Jr. in the 
arm ed forces.

F ather M cDermott O. P. of 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church, r e ­
ceived Mr. Gibson into the C hurch 
a short tim e before his death  and 
in his funeral rem arks, pointed 
out the great joy experienced by 
Mr. Gibson at the tim e of his bap­
tism. B urial was in Mt. C alvary 
cemetery.

Hymns at the funeral services 
w ere sung by a choir under the 
direction of Anna Marie McCor­
mick Grey. Friends who visited 
Mr. Gibson in his last illness 
were Mrs. J. H arris and Miss 
Doris M. Reynods, home visitor, 
for the Blessed M artin League, 
and Mr. Oliver Sm ith of Billy 
Webb Lodge No. 1050 of which 
“G ib” was once a member. “G ib” 
as he was affectionately called 
by those who knew  him will best 
be rem em bered by the public 
as the “Comic” at m  
Club.
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Russelville District
Conference
To Have Session

The Church of God in C hrist 
will observe the first annual dis­
tric t m eeting of the Russelville 
d istrict beginning Sept. 7 at 8 
o’clock. This will be a three-day 
affair lasting through Saturday  
and Sunday nights.

Rev. J . C. Lewis who is S up­
erin tenden t of this d istrict is re ­
questing the co-operation of every 
church in Portland and the var 
ious pastors. Come let us reason 
together out of God’s word. The 
associated pastors and their con­
gregations are sponsoring lively 
activities during this m eeting to 
m ake it a colorful- event. You 
will enjoy spiritual singing and 
good preaching of the Old Time 
Gospel by inspired speakers each 
evening.

The women of the district w ill 
operate on Saturday  the 8th 
under the supervision of D istrict 
Missionary Sister Foster. The 
young people will operate at 
various in tervals throughout the 
m eeting under direction of E lder 
Stevens. The Sunday School w ill 
take its setting at 9:45 Sunday 
m orning w ith Elder Reeves as 
S. S. Superintendent for the d is­
trict.

Rev. Lewis will deliver his 
first district message at 12 o’clock 
noon on Septem ber 9th. This will 
be a real trea t tha t you will en ­
joy. Sunday night there will be 
another service of the evangel­
istic style w ith one of P ortland’s 
best speakers on hand. Everyone 
is invited to all of these services 
regardless of creed or color.

This will be held in the church 
of which Rev. Lewis is pastor. 
338 N. W. F ifth  Avenue, on the 
corner of F ifth  and Flanders.

Confer on Stale FEPC
LOS ANGELES—A conference 

at which the Governor of the 
State and the leader of one of 
California’s strongest Republican 
organizations are to discuss fair 
em ploym ent legislation is p lan­
ned for the near fu ture, it was 
revealed last week.

In view of the urgent neeed 
for fair em ploym ent legislation 
in the State of California and 
the  inevitable censure of the 
voters if the Republican Adm in­
istration allows the Democrats to 
take the lead in enactm ent of a 
S tate FEPC law at the coming 
special session of the Legislature, 
Mrs. Betty Hill, executive secre­
tary  of the W oman’s Political 
Study Club, said last week tha t 
she and the G overnor w ere go­
ing “to ta lk  FEPC.”

The W oman’s Political Study 
Club is one of the strongest Re­
publican organizations in the 
State.

Date for the conference had 
not been set last week, but the 
Governor was in the Southland 
conferring w ith governm ent, la ­
bor and business leaders on post­
w ar problems.

A t the WPSC scholarship tea 
Sunday, A ugust 19, Beach Vasey,

V.B.À. tëgislidini Se.<r«i*ry for»-Govor- W l f f l  Ç p p l r ç  
n o r W a rre n , to ld  o v e r  800 n e r-  ■■ 1*1.V  M v v f t w

Medicos Among 
Negro Veterans

nor W arren, told over 800 per 
sons th a t the G overnor was 
“thoroughly in accord” w ith  FE 
PC legislation and was “very 
much disappointed” w hen it fail­
ed of passage at the last session 
of the legislature.

To strengthen  and put “tee th ” 
in Assembly Bill 1399, Mrs. Hill 
has organized a committee com­
posed of judges and lawyers 
which is patterning the bill after 
the New York FEPC law. Her 
women’s group is one of the or­
iginators of AB 1399. One of the 
fair em ploym ent bills which was 
not passed last session.

Its function -«»Iso to see th a t 
FEPC is included in “m ust” legis­
lation a t the special session, the 
com m ittee’s m em bership includes 
Superior Court Judges Goodwin 
Knight, chairm an; W alter S. 
Gates, T hurm ord  Clarke, M uni­
cipal Judge Rodger M archetti, 
A ttorneys M cIntyre Faries and 
Leo Anderson, aTfci Wm. N icker­
son Jr., Insurance Company ex ­
ecutive.

The Republicans are in the 
saddle,” Mrs. Hill said, “and it 
would be a ‘slap in the face’ if 
we allowed the Democrats to 
take the lead in the campaign 
to enact a FEPC law.”

Red Cross Prepares 
For Peace Problems 
On Labor Day 1945

W ashington, D. C.—Labor Day 
1945 finds the  American Red 
Cross m aking plans for readjusted 
services to aid in the national 
fcnd in ternational problems of 
civilian life. Blood donations for 
civilians will take the place of 
the Blood Donor Servicee for the 
wounded overseas. Industrial 
first aid w ill we emphasized and 
disaster relief will continue to be 
given w hen catastrophes occur 

(Continued on page 8)

Portland Included in Cities to Face 
Serious Temporary Unemployment

WASHINGTON—Nine of the nation’s 166 principal labor 
market areas where Negro workers have found extensive 
war production employment face the prospect of extremely 
serious temporary unemployment by Oct. 15, 1945, Paul V. 
McNutt, WMC chairman, revealed this week on the basis 
of a post-war survey by the War Manpower Commission.

Mr. McNutt said it was estimated that between 20 and 
25 per cent of the work force of these areas will be job- 
hunting by mid-October. The survey was made by WMC 
labor analysts on the basis of preliminary studies of all fac­
tors expected to influence the manpower situation.

The area that, it is idicated, will be at least temporarily 
distressed by October 15 are the following: Portland, Maine; 
Buffalo-Niagra Falls, N. Y.; Detroit and Flint, Mich.; Tal­
ladega, Ala.; Panama City, Fla.; Wichita, Kan.; Los Angeles, 
Calif., and Portland, Ore. Areas are regarded as “distressed” 
when on the average from 20 to 25 per cent of the work 
force is unemployed.

The survey indicates that by October 15, 69 areas will 
work force jobless; that 77 areas will be “in balance” with 
be “labor surplus areas” with 12 to 20 per cent of the 
from five to 12 per cent unemployed, and that nine areas 
will be classified as “stringent”, that is with unemployment 
important jobs. The nine “stringent” areas are: District of 
less than four per cent and an actual shortage of labor for 
Columbia; Asheville, N. C.; Richmond, Va.; Columbus, Ga.; 
Butte, Mont.; Ogden, Utah; Tooele, Utah; Cheyenne, Wyo., 
and Ventura-Oxnard, Calif.

Mr. M cNutt em phasized th a t 
the predictions m ade are  based
upon the national pa ttern  of m u­
nitions cutbacks expected to be 
m ade during the next two months, 
the expected ra te  of m ilitary  de­
m obilization and estim ates of the 
expected evaporation from the 
labor force caused by the re tire ­
m ent of women going baek into 
the home, outm igration from in ­
dustrial sections, re tirem en t of 
older and m arginal w orkers and 
re tu rn  of youths to school.

The areas in which a surplus 
of labor is expected by October 
15, 1945, but w here actual unem ­
ploym ent distress is not expected 
are: Mobile, Ala.; L ittle  Rock and 
Pine Bluff, Ark.; San Bernadino- 
Riverside, San Diego, San F ran ­
cisco Bay, San Jose, and Stock- 
ton, Calif.; Bridgeport, H artford, 
M eriden, New Haven, New Lon­
don, Conn.; Jacksonville and 
Tampa, Fla.; A tlanta, Brunswick, 
Macon and Savannah, Ga.

Chicago, Joliet, and Spring- 
field-Decatur, 111.; Anderson, 
Evansville, Indianapolis and 
South Bend, Ind.; Des Moines, 
Iowa; Louisville, Ky.; New- O r­
leans and Shreveport, La.; Bath, 
Maine; Baltim ore and H agers­
town, Md.; Boston, Lynn-Salem , 
Springfield-H olyoke- N orthham p­
ton, Mass.; G rand Rapids, M uske­
gon and Saginaw -Bay City, Mich.; 
M inneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.; Pas-

WASHINGTON— Q u a 1 i f i e a
Negro veterans now leaving the 
services w ill be urged to enrall 
in medical, dental, pre-m edical 
and pre-dental school courses to  
help prevent a serious shortage of 
doctors and dentists in the post­
w ar period, Paul V. McNutt, 
chairm an of the W ar M anpower 
Commission revealed this week.

Under a recently  announced 
plan, the WMC, in cooperation 
w ith 'the  Army, Navy, Veterans 
A dm inistration and the medical 
and dental professions, is seeking 
to enroll 12,000 medical and den­
ta l students this fall from among 
veterans now being discharged 
from the arm ed services.

Mr. McNutt said surveys show 
that even if medical school enroll­
ments, admissions and gradua­
tions had been m aintained at 
levels prevailing before the recent 
changes in Selective Service pol­
icies there still would have been 
a post-w ar shortage of thousands 
of doctors and an even severer 
shortage of dentists.

“Unless we move quickly and 
successfully to wipe out the gaps 
torn  in the ranks of the medical 
and dental professions by the ex ­
igencies of war, America w ill be
denied essential security in term s i cagoula, Miss.; Kansas City and 
of national health ,” Mr. McNutt St. Louis, Mo.; Omaha, Neb.; and 
said. Portsm outh, N. H.

The situation is so severe th a t Newark, N. J.; Elm ira, N. Y. 
some medical schools will not fill W ilmington, N. C.; Akron, Cin-
any substantial part of the ir first- 
year classes beginning next 
month, he added.

cinnati, D ayton-Springfield, Lima, 
Sandusky and Toledo, Ohio; O k­
lahoma City and Tulsa, Okla.;

W ith a goal of 8,000 students Lancaster, Pa.; Providence, R. I.; 
for medical and pre-m edical K ingsport-Bristol, M emphis and 
schools and 4,000 for dental and Nashville, Tenn.; Beaumont, Dal-
pre-dental schools, t i e  W ar M an­
power Commission, w ith the co-
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las, Fort W orth, Houston and
Texarkana, Texas; Seattle, Ta-

operation of the Army, the Navy, coma, Wash., and Manitowac,
(Continued on page 2) i Wis.


