THE RIGHT TO VOTE

By Judge J. R, Mears
Presiding Judge, District Court of the State of Oregon |
The present war forcibly reminds thinking Americans of
the privileges they enjoy. Among these privileges is the right
of suffrage,

A person convicted of a crime the punishment for which |
is imprisonment in the penitentiary, from the time of such
conviction is classified as civilly dead, and forfeits the privil-
ege of an elector. Our state constitution (article 2, paragraph |
3) deprives such person of the right to vote, and such right is |
permanently lost, under the laws of this state, until affirma-
tive action is taken leading to the final granting of a restora-
tion to the rights and privileges of citizenship by the gov-
ernor of Oregon. It is therefore a valuable right that should
ke protected and exercised by all honorable citizens.

Prior to August 26, 1920, women were not granted the
privileges of voting, The 19th amendment to the constitution
of the UUnited States effectively cured that situation. In the
next general election it is expected that more than half of
the number of votes cast will be cast by women actively
exercising their privilege of expressing their desires in the
administration of our government.

The 15th amendment provides that the rights of citizens |

of the United States shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account of race or color.
Paragraph 20, article 1, of the constitution of the state of
Oregon provides:

“No law shall be passed granting to any citizen or class
of citizens, privileges or immunities which upon the same
terms, shall not equally belong to all citizens.”

Paragraph 1 of article 2 of the state constitution pro-
vides:

“All elections shall be free and equal.”

By paragraph 2 of the same article it is provided:

“Every citizen of the age of 21 yvears and upward, who
shall have resided in the state during the six months im-
mediately preceding an election and who shall be duly reg-
istered prior to such election in the manner provided by law,
shall be entitled to vote providing such ecitizen is able to read |
and write the English language.” |

For the information of those in service, it should be culle-d|
to their attention that paragraph 4 of article 2 of the state|
constitution provides: \

“No person shall lose or gain his residence in the state |

oy reason of his absenee or presence when employed in the
service of the United States.”

The three great national labor organizations, namely,
American Federation of Labor, the C. 1. O., and the Railroad

the

Brotherhoods, are aggressively carrying on a campaign o
impress their membership with the importance of exercising

their sovereign rights by registering for voting in the locality
in which they reside, and thereafter protecting their interest
in our form of government by actually voting at the polls

on election day.

A recent canvass of some sections of Multnomah county,
and particularly of citizens employed in the shipyards, has
exhibited to friends of the writer that as high as 40 per cent,
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of the aligible citizenry in the points contacted were not reg-

istered to vote,

It is therefore to the personal interest of every citizen to
express his desires in this democracy of ours by his vote, with
|the result attained that such laws as are enacted and such
officials as are elected for the administration of cur govern-
ment are t direct choice of the true majority of the entire
citizenry and not of a small portion thereof.

Briefly: Be sure you are properly registered to vote at
vour present address. It's a pleasant privilege and an im

portant right, to vote!

el Al AN

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

PORTLAND INQUIRER

2736 N. E. Rodney Avenue
Please enter my subscription for months and find
enclosed $

Name " : .

Street Address ... g,

ity . A S —. S

One year $5.00 6 months $2.50 3 months $1.256
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Female Help Wanted
wrried Woman between 30 and 40
years old for counter work in
store. Must have had Cash Reg-
ter sxpernience. Phone or write
| r 2726 N. E.

12: WE 7220

Portlar 84

| & r A *

Stenographer-Typist, apable of
taking dictation. Must have had
experience n office routine,

Phone or write Portland Inquir-
er, 2736 N E. Rodney Ave., City
12;: WE 7220

We have a complete list of the
things that the men will want
overseas for their Xmas gifts.

Call the Portland Inqiirer for

informatior neerning all areas.
‘ouple—Cooking, housework, man
rOTIPT | 5 and nar gardening.
some dr At. 3477. Ref.
required

Beauty Operators Wanted

Out of State License good. La Vivi-

anne Beauty Shoppe, 524 North
Broadway. MU 9912

General Insurance
Representing
SERVICE—STABILITY
with SAVINGS
D. M. WIEDER INSURANCE
A\GENCY
208 Woodlark Bldg.

818 8. W. Alder St BR. 5674

COAST FIXTURE
COMPANY

Used Restaurant and
Office Supplies

Refrigerators, Ice Boxes
I. BOXER, Manager

Broadway and N. Williams
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