
PORTLAND PATTER
W hy does everybody like to  go to  

th e  Blue Hoorn, you know  w here I 
m ean . . . F ra te rn a l  Hall . . . M aybe 
i t ’« because of the F loor Show ; it 
c e rta in ly  is im prov ing  . . , T ap  
dancing  and every th ing . And w ith  
th e ir  new policy of no gam bling , it  
bids well to  become m ore popu lar 
th a n  ever.

T here  is a n o th e r  Blue Room  h e re 
abou ts , too. Yep, you o u g h ta  see it  
. . .  no floor show  . . . but, O Boy! 
W H A T BAR-B-Q, i t ’s in B ag ley  
D ow ns and the  p ro p rie tre ss  is a 
fo rm er P o rtlan d e r, you know  her, 
L o rra in e  Bailey, and  she h as  qu ite  
a  nice p lace o u t there .

S ay^R ev . Clow, how did you and 
M rs. Clow en joy  th a t  im prom ptu  
speech  on the  bus the  o th e r  n ig h t 
. . . a n en t Roosevelt. Howse abou t 
m en tion ing  som eth ing  abou t it from  
your pu lp it one day  and  help inform  
o u r people how som e of th e ir  a c 
tions a p p e a r  to  o th ers . I am  su re  
you w ere em b arrassed  a long  w ith  
a  few  o th e r  decen t people w ho w ere 
p resen t.

W e prom ised  you a p ic tu re  o f th a t  
X -R ay th ing . W ell, we will g e t it 
yet. T hough t you would r a th e r  see 
c u rre n t p ic tu res  of ou r f ig h tin g  m en 
f irs t, b u t we still have it  in m ind.

T here  is a  little , plum p, jovial 
s o r t  of fellow  ru n n in g  a  s to re  on 
T h ird  A venue ju s t  below B urnside 
A venue w ith  the  m ost com ical nam e 
(B uchw ach) th e  la s t "H ” is silen t, 
b u t is he a  fine little  guy. He w en t 
to  school here  ir. P o rtlan d  w ith  som e 
of the  fellow s he reab o u ts  and  one 
th a t  is now a  m ovie s ta r .  You

should h ea r him  ta lk  a b o u t those 
d rape  su its  he c a rr ie s  in h is sto re . 
Did I sa y  d rapes , m ore like P o r
tie res , you know, those k ind th a t  
sw eep the  floor.

H as anyone ever found o u t w hy 
W alt G reeson m oved from  the U. 
S. O. ? W ell, no m a tte r , we have a
N egro  P h o to g  now, he can be 
reached  th ro u g h  the  offices of the 
Inqu ire r. So w hen you a re  in the 
m a rk e t fo r p ic tu res  of an y  kind, 
ju s t  c o n ta c t him . H is w ork  is as 
good as a n y  in the  P o rtlan d  a rea , 
and  a  lot m ore reasonab le  th an  
m ost. L ine fo rm s on the  rig h t.

I t is a b o u t tim e we asked  you to  
spend your m oney w ith  the  people 
who spend th e ir  m oney w ith  your 
en te rp rises . By th a t  we m ean p a 
tron ize  th e  people and  concerns th a t  
ad v e rtise  in N egro  papers. E very  
concern  and  business in P o rtlan d , 
bo th  colored and  w hite, have been 
given an o p p o rtu n ity  to  ad v ertise  
for the  N egro trad e . If  th ey  do no t 
ad v ertise , it is because th ey  feel 
th a t  th ey  do not have to. P rove to 
them  th a t  you can  sw ing  to g e th e r, 
and  if th ey  do no t have an  "A d,” 
ask  them  W H Y ? M ore a b o u t th is 
la te r .

W e a lm o st fo rg o t to  rem ind  you 
th a t  som e of you have no t s e n t in 
your subscrip tion  so th a t  you will 
no t m iss the P o rtla n d  Inqu ire r. B e t
te r  h u rry  a s  we a re  go ing  to  rem ove 
th a t  conven ien t subscrip tion  b lank  
and then  you will have to  m ake o u t 
one o f your own.

Q uestion of the  W eek: W hich is 
the  m ost usefu l, a  v o te r o r a 
f lo a te r?

packed  to  ca p ac ity  now adays an d  it 
is inpera tive  th a t  we do no t let. o u r
selves become offensive to  o th e rs  in 
com ing in close co n ta c t in crow ded 
busses o r cars.

We a re  w ork ing  in d ir t  and grim e, 
it  is rea lly  an  im possib ility  to  keep 
clean longer th an  a  few  hours a t  a 
tim e, b u t to  come to  w ork clean is 
a  s te p  in advance.

The d e lig h t I fe lt inw ard ly  to see 
som e of th e  m en of m y race  clean 
shaven  and  c lo thes clean, sm elling  
o f a  good soap, I find m yself in cap a
ble of expressing . If  it  w as ju s t  one 
in one h und red  it would be noticed, 
b u t w h a t w as m ore th an  de ligh tfu l 
it w as a  g roup  of no less th an  seven 
o r e igh t.

We hope the  ap p earan ce  of these  
m en will influence o th ers  to  ta k e  a  
little  tim e to  im prove th e ir  a p p e a r 
ance.

"A m ericans All"

Vancouver and Vicinity
B y

D O RIS M AE W IL LIA M S

K a ise r  Co., Inc., V ancouver. A 
fire  b roke  o u t M onday n ig h t in the 
V ancouver Ship Y ard  as a  re su lt  of 
an  explosion o f an  acety lene  hose, 
in flam ing  the  m en’s lac trin e  and  all 
scaffo ld ing  and  s ta irs  on the  s t a r 
board  side. A blaze a t  an  e s tim a ted  
he ig h th  of 50 fee t w as b ro u g h t to  
con tro l by the  y a rd ’s fire  d e p a r t
m ent. The d am ag e  so fa r  has not 
been e s tim a ted  and  no one w as re 
po rted  in ju red .

called hom e M onday. The m essage  
received inform ed  h er of h e r m o th 
e r 's  illness. She le f t M onday n ig h t 
for L ouisiana. So fa r  her husband  
has had no w ord from  h er and  her 
s ta y  will be indefin ite. M rs. Mc- 
K n igh t lives a t  558B H a th a w a y  
Drive, B u rto n  Hom es.

A b o a t c a rry in g  several p assen 
gers  capsized T uesday, Ju ly  18, in 
the  r e a r  of w ays of K aiser, Inc. 
sh ipyard . The capsiz ing  occurred  
a long  lunch hour serv ing  tim e. J u s t  
in the  re a r  of c ran ew ay  six. I t ’s 
o ccu p an ts  w ere all rescued.

The 12-year-old son of M r. and 
M rs. Sam m ie Collins m ade his trip  
from  his hom e in M onticello, A rk., 
to  P o rtlan d , O regon, w ith o u t any  
trouble . He w as p u t in ca re  of the  
ch ild ’s trav e l ca re  serv ice th ro u g h  
the  U. S. O. U pon a rriv a l, th e  boy, 
W adell Collins, w as asked  how  he 
fe lt to  w hich he replied "O. K ,” only 
a  l ittle  tired . M r. and M rs. Collins 
reside a t  215 S tap le to n  s tre e t, O g
den M eadow.

V ancouver, W ash., Ju ly  21. 1944. 
— A t F ir s t  C ongrega tional C hurch, 
Rev. Helliwell, P a s to r, the  f ir s t  
m eeting  o f a  A. Y. D. w as held. O f
ficers w ere elected and  p lans fo rm u 
la ted  fo r in te r-rac ia l, etc. F o r  fu r 
th e r  d e ta ils  of th is  c h a p te r  c o n tac t 
M rs. W. H. Jones. R. F. D. 1. Box 
153, V ancouver, o r Rev. J . W. 
Brow n, 2634 H a th aw ay , in B urton  
Hom es.

W endell E. H ocker, res id ing  in 
the  B urton  Hom es, is leav ing  fo r 
N ew  Y ork  C ity  fo r a  vacation . He 
is one of our po p u lar and p rom inen t 
young m en. He w as fo rm er a c tin g  
se c re ta ry  of th e  N. A. A. C. P . of 
V ancouver.

M r. Celisk W alk er and  M iss Lor- 
ene E v an s w ere  un ited  Ju ly  19, 1944, 
by Rev. L. B row n in m atrim ony . 
W itnesses w ere C larence Dois and 
Cecil M ae F ra z ie r.

A handfu l of people g a th e red  j  | 
the o th e r  d ay  in the  quiet, cool 
d a rk n ess  of a  N o rth w e s t T h ea tre  
to  see an  un released  film . This 
w as no usual run -o f-the-m ill film, 
and  th is  w as no o rd in a ry  audience. 
The people w ere m ak in g  h is to ry  
by th e ir  p resence  and  the  film  is 
destined  to  becom e one of the  best 
know n and m o st show n p ic tu re  of j 
our tim es, . . "A m ericans A ll.”

The audience w as invited  to  see | 
th is  film  and  to  m ake com m ents 
on a n y th in g  th a t  had to  do w ith  
the  p ic tu re  itse lf  and  its  recep 
tion by th e  local public. E v e ry  p e r
son p re se n t rep resen ted  som e | 
g roup  or business th a t  is in te r 
ested  in the  w elfare  of the coun try , 
especially  in so fa r  a s  race  re la 
tionsh ip  w as concerned. L aw yers, 
docto rs , w elfare  w orkers, m e r
ch an ts , new spaper rep re sen ta tiv es, 
club w om en, society  people, busy  I 
people, who gave th e ir  tim e to  see 
and  com m ent on som eth ing  th a t  | 
w as defin ite ly  of benefit to  a ll th e  
oppressed  and  underpriv ileged  peo
ple of th is  coun try , and  of v ita l 
im p o rtan ce  to  th e  N egro. H u t  

th e re  w as ju s t  four N egroes p re s 
en t. W h y ?  B ecause we, as a  race 
a re  show ing ve ry  little  in te re s t in 
the  th in g s th a t  a re  done fo r our 
b e tte rm e n t and  advancem en t.

The film , released  by M arch  of J 
Tim e, deals w ith  d isc rim ina tion  
and  seg reg a tio n ; the  econom ic 
oppression  u nder w hich  we live, 
and  show ed in stances and  ex 
am ples w here am icab le  relation-1 
sh ip  h as  been b ro u g h t a b o u t and  
can be im proved.

"A m ericans A ll" should be 
show n over and  over aga in . W e 
w ould go so f a r  a s  to  say  th a t  | 
seeing  it should be com pulsory.

The In te r  R acial E xecu tive  Com 
m itte e  m et a t  the  Pub lic  L ib ra ry , 
14th and Main, a,t 8 P. M. to  a c t  on 
revision of the  con stitu tio n  and  b y 
law s in th e ir  re g u la r  m ee tin g  M on
day, Ju ly  24, in C ity  H all Council 
C ham ber, 8 P. M. Rev. M oses Guy, 
p residen t.

M rs. M ary  B urrel M enefee, fo r
m er school tea c h e r  and  rec rea tio n  
lead er of F t. W orth , Texas, received 
a  m essage  in fo rm ing  h e r  of her 
g ra n d fa th e r ’s illness. M rs. M enefee 
Is w a itin g  fo r a  rep ly  from  a  w ire 
to  h e r p a re n t# before d e te rm in in g  
w h e th e r o r n o t she will leave for 
hom e. M rs. M enefee is the  d a u g h te r  
o f M r. and  M rs. Job  W esely B urrel 
o f P ittsb u rg h , T exas. H e r occupa
tion  Is a  sca le r a t  K aiser, Inc., V an
couver. She Is now resid ing  a t  6067 
K igg ins s tre e t, B ag ley  Downs.

Im p ro v em en ts  in personal care  
a re  be ing  noted  in the  K aiser V an
couver Y ard . As I w as com ing o ff 
sh if t  F r id a y  m o rn in g  I noticed a 
clean p lea sa n t odor from  a  g roup  of 
m en, m y eyes s tra y e d  in the  d irec 
tion o f the  odor. To m y deligh t as 
well a s  a s to n ish m en t the  whole 
g roup  w ere  shaved  and  th e ir  h a ir  
groom ed and  above all clean clothes. 
W e m u st rea lize  th e  w e a th e r  is con
sid e rab ly  w a rm e r now and a  fre 
quen t change  of c lo thes is a  neces
s ity . A s we know  the  busses a re
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