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By DEE MOORE
For the Keizerimes

Senior centers provide the com-
munity and the connection that many 
retirees need to stay active, have fun 
and make friends. Without these much 
needed lifelines many retirees would live 
in near total isolation. When the COVID-
19 pandemic hit these facilities, neces-
sary resources were nearly shuttered.

Instead these community centers, 
like the rest of the world, became expert 
Zoomers connecting their clients to each 

other by video over the internet. 
As venues, businesses, restaurants 

and churches begin to reopen for in-per-
son shopping, dining, activities and 
worship, local senior centers, too, have 
begun to slowly host in-person classes, 
meals and activities for their clients 
being mindful of their health and the 
ever present COVID variants that are 
sweeping the state.

Center 50+, at 2615 Portland Road NE, 
in Salem, had its offi  cial grand reopen-
ing Sept. 7.

“We opened up on July 6. We offi  cially 
unlocked our front doors and people 
could come in to the front desk and we’re 
doing about maybe a dozen things and 
our hobby rooms are open. Tech support 
is available in the pool room. Things like 
that. So, about a dozen diff erent things,” 
said director Marilyn Daily. “We actu-
ally have been doing one-on-one and 
in-person appointments for about nine 
months.”

While the center is open fi ve days 
a week from 9 a.m.  to 4 p.m. and still 

off ers drive through take-out meals, a full 
schedule is not expected to return until 
late fall.

“We’re rolling it out slowly. We will 
see more classes. For example, lunch is 
not coming back on the 7th. Our dining 
room has not been given approval to 
open back up. And we don’t anticipate 
that well into the fall. I’ll keep my atten-
dance numbers lower. And, you know, bit 
by bit, we will see how we’re doing and 

Senior centers re-open safely
Ready to provide fun and companionship again
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See SENIOR CENTERS, page 6
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