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Friends of Trees brings community together

By BEE FLINT
Of the Keizertimes

There are multiple ways for people
to volunteer in their community and get
involved in fixing environmental issues.
One option is through Friends of Trees.
Friends of Trees is an organization that
plants trees and shrubs in neighborhoods
and parks. They have currently planted
over 870,000 trees.

They have two main planting programs:
the Neighborhood Trees program and
Green Space program. The Neighborhood
Trees program plants in urban areas (in
planting strips and in private yards) and
the Green Space program plants in parks
and natural areas.

Their Neighborhood Tree program
currently plants in Beaverton, Gresham,
Milwaukie, Oregon City, Portland, Salem,
Vancouver, and Wilsonville.

Haley Miller is the Neighborhood Trees
Senior Specialist for Friends of Trees. She
helps select areas for planting trees in
neighborhoods and parks. Miller wants to
encourage others to get involved with the
organization and learn how they can help
the environment.

“Whether it’s growing the urban canopy
through planting street and yard trees, or
restoring sensitive natural areas through
planting native trees and shrubs, there is
no doubt that the trees planted by Friends
of Trees play a vital role in our region’s liv-
ability,” she said.

There are multiple ways that trees help
our environment. They absorb rainwater to
help reduce flooding, absorb carbon diox-
ide, and create oxygen. One mature tree
can absorb 48 pounds of carbon in a year
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Clinton Grew of Keizer, passed on Dec. 10
at the age of 86.

which covers about 30 to 50 or more miles
of driving.

Crew leader, Dr. Jennifer Johns, has
been volunteering through Friends of
Trees for over two years. Johns teaches
biology at Chemeketa Community College
and heard about the organization from her
students.

As a crew leader, Johns helps instruct
and guide tree planting sessions. Like
many volunteers, she joined Friends of
Trees to help the environment.

“We need to find a way to make cit-
ies livable, not just for people, but for the
organisms that are displaced by the actual
creation of roads and buildings. Bringing
habitat into the suburban areas is really
essential to keep all those ecosystems func-
tioning,” Johns said.

Besides helping the ecosystem, plant-
ing trees can also bring the community
together.

“Planting and caring for trees increases
community members’ engagement with
the environment and overall participation
in civic life, including engaging around cli-
mate action,” Miller said.

More information about Friends of
Trees and planting session sign-ups can be
found on their website friendsoftrees.org.

sudoku

brain/ood

6 514]18(1

7

[\

o)

oo
o) LA R oY RV

4

sudoku answers pg A9

5

2 6]13|19(514

8

Enter digits 1-9 into blank spaces. Every row must contain

one of each digit. So must every column, & every 3x3 square.

F
0

2

maaze by Jonathan Graf of Keizer

DIRECTORY

These Salem-Keizer houses of worship invite you to visit. Call to list your church in our Worship Directory: 503-390-1051

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP

8:30 am ¢ 10 am ¢ 11:30 am * 6 pm

PEOPLESCHURCH

4500 LANCASTER DR NE | SALEM
503.304.4000 « www.peopleschurch.com

SAINT EDWARD Catholic
393-5323

5303 River Rd. N., Keizer
Father Gary L. Zerr, Pastor
Saturday Vigil Liturgy: 5:30 p.m.
Sundays: 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
La Misa en Espaiiol: 12:30 p.m.

A

KEIZER CLEAR LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

- amember of Open Door

Churches of Salem-Keizer

P
(s]e[=Igl REV.ALYSSA BAKER, Lead Pastor
door .
ol Services are Sunday at 10 am
(Nursery & Sunday School for Children)
7920 Wheatland Rd N « 503-393-2402 « www.kclumc.org

.............................

LJLAKEPOINT

OUTDOOR FAMILY CHURCH
10:00 AM Sundays, July 4 - September 5
336 Bolf Terrace N., Keizer
www.lakepoint.net

Faith Lutheran Church, eLca
4505 River Road N, Keizer « 503-393-4507

www.FLCkeizer.org ‘ I .

@~

Pastor Linda Matz Easterling
Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service -10:00 am

Keizer Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

6945 Wheatland Rd. NE  393-6843
www.KeizerChristian.org

Worship and Children's Church » 10:00 am.
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, - Fri,

John Knox Presbyterian Church
452 Cummings Lane North ¢ 393-0404

Pastor Peter Blank
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour - 9:15 a.m.
Nursery Care Available

www.JohnKnoxPresKeizer.org
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YOUR CHURCH'S
LISTING HERE

Call Robin at
503.390.1051




