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Fit 50+ YouTube 
Fitness Class

REGISTER AT
WEBSITE BELOW

Although we are currently closed we are still 
serving the community. More than a building,

a center without walls.

www.cityofsalem.net/center50 www.cityofsalem.net/center50 || 503-588-6303  503-588-6303 || 2615 Portland Road NE 2615 Portland Road NE

ZOOM CHAT
Reconnect with our drop-in groups. Give us your name and 

phone number as well as the name of the class you wish
to attend. Email us: Connect50plus@cityofsalem.net

We are still working hard to bring you programs, activites, and services that you rely on.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING � REASSURANCE CALLS � FOOD & CARE BOXES

Stay up to date and connect — www.facebook.com/center50plus

Memorial Centers ◆ Cremation & Burial

Simplicity  -  Convenience  -  Low Cost

simple
cremation

simple direct
burial

church
funeral

◆ $795

◆ $995

◆ $2965

“Easy Online Arrangements”

CrownCremationBurial.com

Salem Portland Eastside

Tualatin Tigard Milwaukie

275 Lancaster Dr SE

Salem, OR 97317

(503) 581-6265

832 NE Broadway

Portland, OR  97232

(503) 783-3393

1433 SE 122nd Ave

Portland, OR 97233

(503) 783-6865

8970 SW Tualatin

Sherwood Rd

Tualatin, OR 97062 

(503) 885-7800

12995 SW Pacifi c Hwy
Tigard, OR 97223

(503) 783-6869

16475 SE McLoughlin Blvd

Milwaukie, OR 97267

(503) 653-7076

MCFD1 asking people to reserve 911 
calls for life-threatening emergencies

Marion County Fire District No. 
1  (MCFD1) is asking people not to 
call 911 to seek testing for COVID or 
because they have mild symptoms of 
illness.

The agency, which serves about 
50,000 people in Salem and Keizer, 
posted a statement Monday from its 
emergency medical services Chief 
Mark Bjorklund. Bjorklund said about 

half the fi re district's patient transports 
over the past two weeks have been 
COVID-related and said people should 
only call 911 for life-threatening emer-
gencies including chest pain, short-
ness of breath or "any symptom or sign 
you feel can lead to loss of life or limb."

He said because of the high vol-
ume of patients at Salem Hospital and 
other local hospitals, the agency would 

only transport people to an emergency 
room when necessary.

"I have instructed our personnel to 
evaluate patients and transport only 
when necessary. You may be asked to 
stay home, isolate and call your physi-
cian for further direction. If you (are)
present with any life-threatening emer-
gencies our staff  will transport you 
immediately and we will never deny 
transport if another viable agreed-upon 
solution cannot be found," Bjorklund 
wrote.

Salem Hospital has seen a consis-
tently high number of patients in its 
emergency room since March accord-
ing to Amie Wittenberg, the hospi-
tal's director of emergency services. 
But in recent weeks, she said more of 
those showing up have COVID-like 
symptoms.

The number of patients in the 

hospital at times means the emergency 
room has to treat people in the hallway 
while waiting for beds to open or peo-
ple to be admitted to other units which 
are full.

"Unfortunately, we're just kind of 
running out of rooms as places fi ll up, 
beds upstairs," said Dr. Peter Hakim, 
a Salem Hospital emergency room 
doctor, on Friday. He said that was the 
result of many factors, including nurs-
ing home staffi  ng shortages prevent-
ing patients from being discharged, as 
well as the COVID surge.

But Hakim said the hospital has 
space for people who need care and 
people shouldn't hesitate to come in if 
they're having a medical emergency.

"We try as often as we can to have 
people in rooms but we also don't want 
to delay care. So we'll see people in the 
hallway as need be," he said.
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If it's happening

in Keizer, or to someone

from Keizer —

WE WANT TO KNOW.


