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Gov. Brown mandates masks indoors,
state employee COVID-19 vaccination

GOV. BROWN

BY RACHEL ALEXANDER
For the Keizertimes

Masks are making a comeback in
Keizer, Salem and across Oregon.

Gov. Kate Brown announced
Tuesday afternoon that Oregonians
will again be required to wear masks
indoors as the state sees a surge in new
Covid infections and hospitalizations.

The mask mandate will go into effect
on Friday, Aug. 13.

State employees working for the
executive branch must also be vacci-
nated against Covid on or before Oct.
18, or six weeks after a Covid vaccine
receives full approval from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration, which-
ever is later, the governor said in a news
release.

President Joe Biden has said full
FDA approval is expected in the fall.

The executive branch includes all
state agency employees, as well as
employees of boards, commissions and
other departments that report to the
governor or another statewide elected
official.

The policy will have an outsized

impact in Salem, where about 20,000
state employees live, according to the
city’s most recent annual financial
report. That’s nearly one-quarter of
Salem’s workforce.

As of Monday, 91 people in the
Willamette Valley region were hospital-
ized with Covid, up from 46 one week
ago, according to the Oregon Health
Authority. That number is approach-
ing the peak of 108 hospitalizations the
region recorded in early December. It
includes data from Marion, Polk, Linn,
Benton, Yamhill and Lincoln counties.

Brown’s announcement is the lat-
est statewide mandate intended to
curb that growth. On Aug. 4, she said
Oregon’s health care workers should
prepare for regular Covid tests if they’re
unwilling to get vaccinated against
the virus. The week before, Brown
announced masks would be required
for students, employees and visitors
in all K-12 Oregon schools in the fall,
regardless of vaccination status.

Brown acted after Oregon Health
& Science University released a state-
ment Tuesday calling for “immediate
action” to reduce the number of new
Covid cases. The hospital predicted
a shortage of 400-500 staffed hospital
beds around the state by Labor Day
if new infections continue at the pro-
jected pace.

“It’s a shocking number and one
that was repeatedly checked against
other available data and the effects of
the current surge observed in other
states,” the statement said. “Oregon is
in a difficult position because we have
the fewest available hospital beds per
capita than anywhere else in the United

States. Hospitals are also simultane-
ously experiencing severe staff burnout
and workforce shortages.”

She cited the dire predictions in her
news release Tuesday, Aug. 10.

“There are two keys to saving lives.
Vaccination is the best way to protect
yourself and your family against severe
illness, hospitalization, and death. And,
by wearing masks, all of us—vaccinated
and unvaccinated--can help ensure
that a hospital bed staffed by health
professionals is available for our loved
ones in their time of need. If we all do
our part, we can beat COVID-19 once
and for all, keep our economy open
and thriving, and return our kids to the
classroom with minimal disruptions in
a few weeks,” Brown said in a statement.

The new directives are a reversal
from her earlier stance that pandemic
restrictions would be left under local
control following her lifting of most
restrictions on July 1. Local jurisdic-
tions have shown little appetite to enact
mandates as new Covid infections and
hospitalizations have climbed in recent
weeks.

Commissioners in both Marion and
Polk said they weren’t considering
indoor mask mandates on Aug. 6, say-
ing it’s up to people to make their own
choices about their health.

Brown’s statement Tuesday acknowl-
edged the mask mandate would not be
popular, but said it was necessary to
slow the spread of the more infectious
Delta variant of the virus.

“The latest science is clear: although
unvaccinated individuals are more
likely to contract the disease, both vac-
cinated and unvaccinated people can

spread the Delta variant. Masks are a
simple and effective way to make sure
you are not unknowingly infecting your
friends, family members, neighbors,
and colleagues,” Brown said in a state-
ment. “After a year and a half of this
pandemic, I know Oregonians are tired
of health and safety restrictions. This
new mask requirement will not last for-
ever, but it is a measure that can save
lives right now. It will help to protect all
of us, including people who are immu-
nocompromised, children
under 12 who are not yet eligible to get

and our
vaccinated. Masks are a simple and
effective tool that will keep our schools,
businesses, and communities open.”

Brown said the vaccination require-
ment would apply to all state agency
employees, as well as those working
for the Oregon State Treasury, Oregon
Secretary of State’s Office, Oregon
Bureau of Labor & Industries and the
Oregon Department of Justice.

Employees will be required to show
proof of vaccination by the October
deadline.

“Individuals unable to be vaccinated
due to disability or sincerely held reli-
gious belief may be able to qualify for
an exception, as required by state and
federal law. State of Oregon employees
will not have the option of weekly test-
ing instead of showing proof of vacci-
nation,” Brown’s statement said.

The rule won’t apply to legislative or
judicial branch employees.

Oregon’s Department of
Administrative Services does not have
data on how many state employees are
currently vaccinated against Covid,
spokeswoman Andrea Chiapella said.

SERVICES

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST,
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
844-395-8106 FREE Brochure. oNAC

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More
For Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-877-322-1773.

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during utility power outages, so your home
and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended warranty (5695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-877-557-1912. onAc

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-844-989-2328. onac

the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-839-0752.

ONAC

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-536-8838. oNAC

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month.
65 Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract.
No Commitment. CALL 1-833-600-6659. oNAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-9335
for details. www.dental50plus.com/256118-0219 ouxc

Become a published author! Publications
sold at all major secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-855-407-5056.

ONAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. Includes
children, custody, support, property and bhills

division. No court appearances. Divorced
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-5295.  www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@msn.com. onc

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-866-373-9175. oNAC

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting
at $49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. oNAC

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER
FOUNDATION!  Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION. 1-855-252-2579.  onac

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FORTHE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of CALL
1-844-533-9173. ONAC

NEED
TO SELL
SOMETHING
IN THE

Classified
Marketplace?

Place an ad starting
as low as $15 per week.

CALL: 503.390.105
-or- EMAIL US:
graphics@keizertimes.com



