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Honorng differences with flags makes
for a thorny issue, city council talk

By ERIC A. HOWALD
Of the Keizertimes

The, at times, confusing protections
of the First Amendment entangled dis-
cussion of the city flying a LGBTQ+ Pride
flag during a Keizer City Council meeting
Monday, June, 7.

While it is unlikely to happen this year,
the city may still pursue a rotating display
inside the Keizer Civic Center or other
options in the future.

June is National LGBTQ+ Pride Month
and Councilor Roland Herrera requested
information on the process by which the
city could fly a Pride Flag outside city hall
on existing flag poles.

It led to a momentarily heated dis-
cussion regarding what is permitted and
what would be permitted if the city begins
hanging flags representing people and/or
causes.

City Manager Pro Temp Tim Wood
said hanging such flags came down to
a policy decision for the council and the
city staff was willing to draft a policy that
could include outdoor flags, a display
inside the Keizer Civic Center or other
options.

Councilor Ross Day noted that if the
city flew a flag outdoors, it would make
the immediate vicinity around the space a
“public forum.” In practical terms, it means
that if the city chose one cause to support,

such as Pride Month, it would
be legally required to allow all
others access to the same space.

Day used the Confederate
Flag as one example of an
image that would need to be
allowed if the Pride Flag were to
be approved.

That provoked an exchange
between Herrera and Day that
grew heated as both became
entrenched. Herrera suggested
limiting the groups permitted
to those that represent some-
thing that is inherent to who
they are as people, Black, Asian,
LGBTQ+, etc.

Day said it couldn’t be lim-
ited in that way.

It’s not the first time the city
has had to tackle such ques-
tions. During discussions that
took place more than a decade
ago, city officials were wrestling with
whether to allow city residents to broad-
cast their own shows on Keizer 23, the
city’s local broadcast station.

The issue that scuttled the conversa-
tion was essentially the same. If Keizer let
anyone broadcast on the channel other
than city-sponsored events, they had to
let everyone broadcast and could not cen-
sor specific shows or points of view. At the
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time, the joking-not-joking fear was that
someone would approach the city with
a show featuring naked bowling and the
city would have no choice but to air it.

“My concern is that once we open
the door, it doesn’t get closed,” Day said
regarding the flags.

Mayor Cathy Clark stepped in to try
and cool the situation between Herrera
and Day and suggested the council’s out-
reach committee consider the issue and
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bring options back to the entire council.

“I appreciate the heart and the mes-
sage, but we have to run it through legal
and make sure that we won’t turn public
spaces into spaces that are detrimental to
the community,” Clark said.

Clark suggested aligning the causes
the city selects with those recognized
throughout Oregon.

Councilor Elizabeth Smith added, “I
still think the display case is a great idea.”

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER
FOUNDATION!  Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION. 1-855-252-2579.  onxc

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of CALL
1-844-533-9173. ONAC

EVENTS

Rickreall Gun Show. Saturday, June 12th, 9am-5pm.
Sunday, June 13th, 9am-3pm. Admission $8.00. Polk
County Fairgrounds, 520 S. Pacific Hwy. W. Rickreall.

ONAC

SERVICES

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST,
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
844-395-8106 FREE Brochure. oNAC

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More
For Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-877-322-1773.

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during utility power outages, so your home
and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended warranty (5695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-877-557-1912. onAc

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the

grid, prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-844-989-2328. onac

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-536-8838. ONAC

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month.
65 Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract.
No Commitment. CALL 1-833-600-6659. ONAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-9335
for details. www.dental50plus.com/256118-0219 ouac

Become a published author! Publications
sold at all major secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-855-407-5056.

ONAC

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. Includes
children, custody, support, property and bills
division. No court appearances. Divorced
in 15 weeks possible. 503-772-5295.  www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@msn.com. ousc

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-866-373-9175. ONAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-839-0752.

ONAC

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-855-814-3266.  omc

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting
at $49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.

FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. ONAC

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. ONAC

FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL SOMETHING? Place an ad starting as low as
$15 per week. 5033901051 -or- kt@keizertimes.com. os

NOW WHY THE HELL DID | DO THAT?




