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One recount remains,
but election results
portend SKPS sweep

It appears that progressive candidates swept recent elections to the Salem-Keizer
School Board in May.

One race, in Zone 3, will head to an automatic recount because of the narrow
margin - 73 votes - separating candidates Ashley Carson-Cottingham and Linda
Farrington. Zone 3 represents South Salem in district decisions. Election officials told
Salem Reporter a recount rarely results in changing the outcome. The tallies are still
unofficial until certification occurs, the deadline is July 7. The Marion County Clerk’s
Office issued updated vote totals on Wednesday, June 2.

The outcome of the election represents a sea change for the Salem-Keizer School
board, which will have its first three Latino members sworn-in in July.

In Zone 1, Osvaldo Avila won a four-way race with 45% of the vote. His closest com-
petitor, Kari Zohner, amassed a bit less than 41%.

In Zone 5, Karina Guzman Ortiz edged out Mike Slagle by 321 votes. The incum-
bent, Jesse Lippold Peone finished a distant third. In Zone 7, Maria Hinojos Pressey
finished nearly 1,000 votes ahead of Liam Collins.

The elections were seen by many as a contest between liberal and conservative
agendas. The conservative slate was backed by the Marion+Polk First political action
committee (PAC) and two that were fortified by the Oregon Right to Life PAC.

Voter turnout for the May election was an anemic 26.6%, but still higher than the
level of participation in the 2019 off-year election.
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We are still working hard to bring you programs, activites, and services that you rely on.
VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING « REASSURANCE CALLS « FOOD & CARE BOXES
Stay up to date and connect — www.facebook.com/center50plus

Pick up your breakfast at 9am
then join our Virtual Event @ 11 am
LINK TO VIRTUAL EVENT
PROVIDED WITH REGISTRATION

www.cityofsalem.net/center50 | 503-588-6303 | 2615 Portland Road NE
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The Keizer City Council recognized
Tyler and Jessica Davidson and mem-
bers of the First Ward of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
as Volunteers of the Quarter at a May
meeting.

During an ice storm that socked the
area in February, the Davidsons orga-
nized a team of volunteers that helped
clean up at dozens of area homes.

“There were a number of families that
needed some help and weren’t going to
get it any other way. They also cleaned
up around Liberty House in Salem,”
said City Councilor Dan Kohler in

recognizing the group.

Jessica took the lead in organizing
much of the effort and making things
happen, Kohler wrote in a nomination
form.

“This is not something I anticipated
when my family sat down and tried to
figure out how to help others during a
trying time,” Davidson said. “When I am
going through hard times finding ways
to help others takes my mind off the
things I am going through.”

Kohler, Mayor Cathy Clark and City
Councilor Ross Day nominated the

group.
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Voyagers Colin Farrell Scifi
French Exit Michelle Pfeiffer Drama
Rock Dog 2 Animated Family
Troop Zero McKenna Grace Comedy
Vast of Night Sierra McCormick SciFi

Plus 12 Other New Releases, See Trailers at mr-video.com
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