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A voice in the dark
CASAs a source of resilience

for kids caught in legal limbo

By BROOKLYN FLINT
Of the Keizertimes

Even though National Child Abuse
Prevention Month is winding down, the
need for adults volunteers to advocate for
children in courtroom proceedings will
continue.

Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) are advocates for abused and
neglected children who are in need of a
safe home. Shaney Starr, executive direc-
tor of CASA for five years, helps run the
organization. Starr originally wanted to
be a volunteer at CASA, but the train-
ing schedule with her personal schedule
didn’t allow her to. However, it ended up
working out for her in the end.

“When the opportunity to lead the
organization came available, I didn’t hesi-
tate,” Starr said.

Since then, Starr has led CASA to get
more volunteers on board and help the
organization.

“CASA serves children who are in the
custody of the state and serves as their
voice throughout their case in the juvenile
dependency court process. Our CASA
volunteers advocate for the best interest
of the children,” Starr said.

Most of the assistance CASA provides
arrives through volunteers who spend
hours training to be advocates for the kids.

“We require volunteers to be at least
21 years old, go through a rigorous appli-
cation, interview and background check
process, complete 32 hours of training and
be able to dedicate 8-10 hours a month to
working on their case and be able to make
a two-year commitment to ensure consis-
tency and stability for our children in the

child welfare system,” Starr said.

Soraida Cross is one of the volunteers
at CASA and has been there for a year and
a half. One of the most challenging things
for her is how tough some of the cases are
and bearing witness to what some of the
kids have been through.

“This is their life, this is what they’re
living,” Cross said.

Cross also acknowledges the severity

of child abuse and how these kids are peo-
ple we might know.

“These kids aren’t in another country
or another state, they’re in our county,”
Cross said.

Another volunteer, Bob Russell, has
worked with the organization for almost
a year. He encourages potential volun-
teers to be aware of how tough some cases
may be and how it can be hard to handle

emotionally.

“It can be absolutely heartbreaking
at times and people should definitely be
aware of that,” Russell said.

Jim and JoAnn Griffin are also volun-
teers who have been in the organization for
10 years. Both Jim and JoAnn explained
how important it is to understand the role
of the volunteer.

See CASA, page 5

DIRECTORY

These Salem-Keizer houses of worship invite you to visit. Call to list your church in our Worship Directory: 503-390-1051

JOIN US FOR

PEOPLES

4500 LANCASTER DR NE | SALEM
503.304.4000 + www.peopleschurch.com

SAINT EDWARD Catholic
SUNDAY WORSHIP ry 393-5323 .
— 5303 River Rd. N., Keizer | | ¥ T—_—
Father Gary L. Zerr, Pastor
Saturday Vigil Liturgy: 5:30 p.m. I doon
Sundays: 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. (
- La Misa en Espafiol: 12:30 p.m.

KEIZER CLEAR LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

a member of Open Door
Churches of Salem-Keizer

(w]a{=Tp¥l REV. ALYSSA BAKER, Lead Pastor

Services are Sunday at 10 am
Nursery & Sunday School for Children)

7920 Wheatland Rd N - 503-393-2402 + www.kclumc.org

Faith Lutheran Church, rLca

4505 River Road N, Keizer + 503-393-4507
www.FLCkeizer.org ‘
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Pastor Linda Matz Easterling
Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service -10:00 am

Keizer Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
6945 Wheatland Rd. NE  393-6843
www.KeizerChristian.org
Worship and Children’s Church + 10,00 am.
Office Hours 9 am. - 1 p.m. Mon, - Fri,

John Knox Presbyterian Church
452 Cummings Lane North * 393-0404
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Pastor Peter Blank
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour - 9:15 a.m.
Nursery Care Available

www.JohnKnoxPresKeizer.org

YOUR CHURCH'S
LISTING HERE.

Call Bill at 503.390.1051




