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McNary falls on last-minute goal

Alexis Soto keeps the ball away from a McKay defender.

BY MATT RAWLINGS
Of the Keizertimes

It was evident from the opening kick-
off that the McKay and McNary boys’ soc-
cer teams were evenly matched — the two
squads played to a 1-1 draw earlier this
season. However, in the final two minutes
of the contest, the Royal Scots found a
way to spoil McNary’s senior night.

In the 79th minute, David Garcia
connected with Kobe Bane on a corner
kick, and the junior forward snuck in his
second goal of the night just between
the keeper and the right post as McKay
went on to defeat McNary 2-1 on Monday,
March 29.

“It was a defensive error. The defender
should have been in front of the forward
instead of behind,” McNary head coach
Miguel Camarena said.

“I am still in shock after that last goal,”
Celtics goalkeeper Miguel Orduna added.

Both teams had their opportunities
to score early but neither squad was able
to break the seal. The Celtics looked like
they had a great chance to break the tie
when Eddie Martinez received a through
ball and appeared to have a one-on-one

Photo by MATT RAWLINGS of Keizertimes

situation with the McKay keeper. But the
sideline official whistled the play dead
due to McNary being offside.
“We just need to finish. That is the part
that we are missing,” Camarena said.
Orduna had a pair of diving saves in

to the net. However, McKay keeper Andy
Canchola was somehow able to get part
of his body in front of the shot to force
the ball to trickle out-of-bounds.

“We definitely had our opportuni-
ties but we didn't finish and put them
in the back of the net. That is what cost
us the game,” McNary defenseman Jose
Martinez said.

After pushing a lot of numbers for-
ward for most of the second half, the
Celtics got on the board in the 63rd min-
ute. McNary midfielder Hudson Brunk
was fouled hard after an aggressive move
into the box, which caused the officials to
award the Celtics a penalty kick.

McNary chose Eddie Martinez to take
the shot and the senior forward made the
most of the opportunity by punishing the
back of the net on his shot to the right
side of the goal, tying the game at 1-1.

It was clear that the Celtics weren’t
playing for a draw in this one as they
continued to be assertive on the offen-
sive end, but couldn’t take advantage of
multiple free kick opportunities deep in
McKay territory.

The Celtics defense had been solid
during the vast majority of the contest,
but a lapse on the corner kick in the final
two minutes was the difference in the
loss.

“None of us took charge and jumped
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the latter stages of the first half, but in the
33rd minute, Bane got loose from numer-
ous McNary defenders and fired a laser
past Orduna for the goal, putting McKay
on top 1-0.

McNary looked like they were going
to answer back early in the second half
when a McKay defender fell down on a
through ball, giving Alexis Soto a free run
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in to get in the way,” Jose Martinez said.

Despite the defeat, the McNary squad
was thankful they were able to host a
senior night and play in front of friends
and family.

“Having the opportunity to have par-
ents see their kids in their last high school
home game is special,” Camarena said.

“It makes me happy that we could
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have a senior night. It is honestly a mir-
acle that we can actually play sports,”
Orduna said.

McNary will conclude their season at
West Salem on Monday, April 5 at 7:30
p.m.

“We want a win. We need to close a
high note,” Camarena said.
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What are your
thoughts about
volunteering?
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I volunteer In Salem, Keizer
and McMinnville.

I volunteer with the Keizer
Chamber of Commerce

for several functions like
KeizerFEST, Pursey Event.
and Giving Basket and more.

I volunteered when we had
the fires for large animal
rescue at the fairgrounds.

I volunteer because it is
needed in our communities.

Volunteering makes my
heart feel good, When I was
a kid my family needed help
and people helped us.

I would get other people
to Volunteer by being an

example.



