they are housed in a specially designed
and separately secured holding room
within the evidence facility. Once there
is a sufficient quantity to warrant the
substances being taken to the Brooks
burn plant, property and evidence cus-
todians do so and observe the destruc-
tion,” Trump said.

Police can still arrest those in pos-
session of more than specified amounts
and the courts will still prosecute those
suspected of dealing controlled sub-
stances, said Amy Queen, spokesper-
son for the Marion County District
Attorney’s Office.

“The DA’s office will still see
the citations if they are connected
to another crime, but we no lon-
ger have authority to do anything
to prosecute in those situations,”
Queen said. “We will do everything
we can to connect those individuals to
treatment though.”

In simplest terms, BM110 transitions
from treating addiction as a crime and,
instead, as a public health problem with
the goal of expanding access to addic-
tion services for members of the com-
munity - generally black, indigenous
and people of color - disproportionately
affected by criminal penalties.

Because the law took effect Feb. 1,
services to provide addiction treatment
still lag behind need. Justin Neilsen,
executive director of Keizer-based
Oregon Recovery Behavioral Health,
BM110 is an experiment and the out-
comes are unknown.

“Court-mandated treatment has
been shown to be highly effective, but
even now there is a lack of spaces for
treatment,” Neilsen said. The state has

Substance use
disorder is not a
crime. It should
not be considered

in the criminal
context.

— RON WILLIAMS

Spokesperson, OHJRA

until Oct. 1 to stand up the new treat-
ment centers.

Neilsen doesn’t see the addiction
screening as an effective way to get
addicts into treatment services.

“Statistically speaking, it takes 12
interventions on average for the person
to become or obtain sobriety. We can’t
count what is essentially a first-step
assessment as an intervention,” Neilsen
said.

Even with treating possession as a
crime, the prior system was trying to
achieve more parity across racial and
socioeconomic fractures.

“We are already moving to more
equal reimbursement for the same ser-
vices,” Neilsen said. When the Oregon
Health Plan and private insurance plans
do not pay similar rates for services,

the
patient can find it
more difficult to find
services.

less fortunate

Counteracting
structural preju-
dices is the essential
goal of BM110, said
Ron Williams, out-
reach  coordinator
for Oregon Health
Justice Recovery
Alliance and a mem-
ber of the Oversight
and Accountability
Council, an
appointed board
helping set policies
needed as aresult of
the new law.

“Substance
disorder is not a
crime. It should not be considered in the
criminal context, the issue that needs
to be treated as a health issue. There
will still be laws on the books to deal
with the actual criminal elements that

use

distribute drugs and who are a greater
threat to the community,” Williams said.

Currently, Oregon is 47th in the
nation for access to addiction treatment,
the third highest in untreated addic-
tions and there’s been a 70% increase in
overdose death in the past year with the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“If this is a success, we will see access
improve, and decrease in untreated
addictions and a decrease in overdose
deaths,” Williams said. “We will see
increases in treatment beds, the number
of counselors and the number of men-
tors assisting addicts through recovery.”
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Still, there are those who remain
unconvinced.

Judge Eric Bergstrom, a Multnomah
County Circuit Court Judge, is part of a
judicial outreach organization with con-
tacts across the nation and he’s been
flooded with questions about what is
happening.

“Judges in Oregon have already
been empathetic to the needs of addicts.
Drug courts and intensive supervision
programs have high success rates and
low recidivism rates,” Bergstrom said.
“Now those aren’t even an option, and I
think we will lose participation in treat-
ment programs because of the new law.”

Because the penalties are now so low,
Bergstrom said there isn’t enough stick
to encourage people to chase the carrot
of addiction treatment.

“Those fines will never be paid and
there’s no incentive to seek out treat-
ment. No one is going to care about a
$100 fine or pay it, those tickets are just
going to be torn up,” Bergstom said.

He worries that local police agen-
cies will stop making contacts with
those suspected of user-amount pos-
session and cut off another pathway to
treatment.

The answer to whether the approach
is effective is likely years, if not decades,
away.

In the meantime, it might be easi-
est to think about the experiment in
the same vein as the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Creating ramps on
curbs helped every person carrying
heavy bags and pushing a stroller in
addition to those with mobility issues.
BM110 may or may not prove to be as
effective.
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RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

WE COME TO YOU!
503-689-0669
LICENDED, BONDED, INSURED.

0409

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of CALL
1-844-533-9173. ONAC

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER
FOUNDATION! Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION. 1-855-252-
2579. ONAC

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-536-8838. ONAC

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-866-373-9175. ONAC

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting
at $49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. ONAC

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-977-9436. onac

SERVICES

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty (5695
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-877-557-1912 Special financing for
qualified customers. onac

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-9335
for details. www.dental50plus.com/256118-0219 onac

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. onAC

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month.
65 Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract.
No Commitment. CALL 1-833-600-6659. ONAC

Get free informational package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 855-385-4473. onAC

Become a published author! Publications sold at
all major secular & specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kit. 1-855-407-5056. onAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-9335
for details. www.dental50plus.com/256118-0219.

ONAC

Get free informational package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 855-385-4473. onAC

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty (5695
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-877-557-1912 Special financing for
qualified customers. oNAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-839-
0752. ONAC

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-844-989-2328. oNAC

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. Includes
children, custody, support, property and bills
division. No court appearances. Divorced
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-5295.  www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@msn.com  owac

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-548-1237! FREE
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co.
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]. ONAC

DIRECTV - Every live foothall game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-877-441-1933 ONAC

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. ONAC

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month.
65 Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract.
No Commitment. CALL 1-833-600-6659. ONAC

NEED TO SELL
SOMETHING IN

Classified
Marketplace?

Place an ad starting as low as $15 per week.
CALL: 503.390.1051 -or-
EMAIL: kt@keizertimes.com




