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Bethell endures eventful first seven

weeks as Marion County commissioner

BY MATT RAWLINGS
Of the Keizertimes

After serving as the Keizer
Chamber of Commerce
executive director for four
years, Danielle Bethell was
elected  Marion  County
Commissioner in November
2020 and began her term last
month.

Until two years ago, Bethell
had never considered running
for commissioner. But when
the opportunity presented
itself, she jumped at the chance
to serve her community in a
greater capacity.

“l wanted to put my
energy and my skills to
greater use. There are many
different components to the
commissioner role,” Bethell
said.

Along with serving on the
Salem-Keizer School Board —
a role she has held for almost
two years — Bethell serves
on over a dozen different
boards and committees that
represent services in Marion
County, working alongside
fellow commissioners Kevin
Cameron and Colm Willis.

“The first couple weeks
were an adjustment, but it has
been an exciting transition.
There is never a dull moment,”’
Bethell said. “We are all
different, but we all equally
have the desire to serve our

neighbors. It’s exciting for me
and I am learning a lot from
both of them.”

In a nutshell, county
commissioners are responsible
for county administration,
management  and  policy,
serving  both executive
and  legislative  duties
they approve budgets,
oversee spending and hire
county employees. County
commissioners also appropriate
funds for all county activities
and enforce civil and criminal
resolutions not in ordinance
with state law.

“We are policy makers and
decision makers, but we are
also developers and we have
the ability to work on projects
ourselves,” Bethell said.

One of Bethells main
responsibilities in the early

weeks of her tenure was
communicating with local
health  departments about

COVID-19 vaccinations and
figuring out how vaccinations
could be properly distributed
to older adults, local educators
and first responders.

“We want to do whatever
we can to get our local
businesses back and get our
kids back in school,” Bethell
said.

Bethell is also working
with local officials in Keizer to
seek out potential COVID-19
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outbreaks to try and minimize
the spread.

“I have the relationships in
Keizer where I can look at the
hot spots in the 97303 zip code
and make sure people are still
doing what they need to do
— wear masks and distancing.
Keizer is still impacted by
COVID and people need to
be aware,” Bethell said.

Another current topic
Bethell has become
passionate about is traffic

safety in Keizer. After getting
an email from a Keizertite
about the striping on River
Road, Bethell checked out
the situation for herself,
concluded that there was
a safety issue and began

KEIZER CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-977-9436. ONAC

Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.

Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 855-385-
4473. ONAC

Applying for Social Security Disability
or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys, 1-855-548-
1237! FREE Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)].. o

SERVICES

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-855-407-5056. onAc

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation.  Includes children,
custody, support, property and bills

division. No court appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295.  www.

paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com onAC

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation
services available. $0  Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call
1-844-989-2328. oNAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-839-0752.

ONAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. NOT just
a discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-
9335 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/256118-0219. onac

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-877-441-1933 onAC

GENERAC Standby Generators.

The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year

extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-877-557-
1912 Special financing for qualified
customers. ONAC

If it's happening in Keizer,
or to someone from Keizer —
WE WANT TO KNOW.

kt@keizertimes.com

SERVICES

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. CALL
1-833-600-6659. oNAC

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-844-533-9173. onAC

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

ONAC

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION.
1-855-252-2579. ONAC

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-866-373-9175. oNAC

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. oNAC

working to attempt to resolve
the problem.

“I am constantly
communicating with public
works trying to figure out this
situation because it’s dangerous
out there,” Bethell said. “Any
time someone reaches out,
[ want to use my resources
to help if I don’t know the
answer.”

Additionally,
serves on  a
called  the  Salem-Keizer
Area Transportation  Study
(SKATS) and is involved with
the study on the Wheatland
Road corridor — whose goal
is to develop a multimodal
corridor plan and street design
on Wheatland that removes
barriers for all modes of travel.

“I live on Wheatland so I am
anxious for this conversation
to progress,” Bethell said.

During the Oregon
wildfires in September 2020,
Bethell spent nearly a week at
the state fairgrounds helping
out those who had lost their
homes. Wildfire  recovery
was one of Bethells primary
concerns while running for
office as she has continued to
assist the communities of Gates
and Detroit in any way she
could.

Bethell says there has been
numerous conversations
with  Oregon  Department
of Transportation about the
trash and debris removal
process near Detroit Lake.
She is also working with the
cities of Gates and Detroit

Bethell
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on the infrastructure of the
community and is currently
attempting to allocate revenue-
seeking measures for each
community.

“People are eager and
anxious to move forward.
But unfortunately, there is no
money coming in,” Bethell
said. “Gates, for example,
couldn’t pay any of their city
employees. We knew we had to
figure this out.”

On Jan. 29, the
Marion County Board of
Commissioners presented
a $50,000 check to Gates
Mayor Ron Carmickle and
city recorder Traci Archer.
The County has also pledged
additional support to help
meet the town’s current needs
and long-term recovery.

“This is why I am doing this
job. All the elements and levels
of government shouldn’t take
away from taking care of our
people,” Bethell said.

With three children in
Salem-Keizer Public Schools
(SKPS), and as the school
board director in Zone 6,
Bethell is incredibly passionate
about education in Marion
County and has been a part
of the planning process of
bringing students back to in-
person schooling, not just in
Salem-Keizer, and is working
on county-wide PSAs for
parents explaining why it is
safe for their kids to return to
school.

“I feel like I am able to offer
a unique perspective as not
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Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually
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Imagine The Difference You Can Make

DONATE YOUR CAR
1-844-533-9173

=@ TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day
Vacation Voucher To Over

20 Destinations!!!
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FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare.
In 2019, we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees.

We can help.
,-

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

855-385-4473

only a county commissioner,
but as a school board member
and as a parent,” Bethell said.
“Parents need more info and
they need to be confident in
sending their child back to the
classroom.”

After Gov. Kate Brown
released new guidance last week
for outdoor sports that would
make a return of high school
sports a probability this spring,
Bethell got in contact with
SKPS Superintendent Christy
Perry to offer assistance and
help facilitate rapid testing that
would be required for athletes
to return to competition in
Salem-Keizer.

“That’s something
couldn’t do if I was only a
school board member. Being
a commissioner requires being
more involved,” Bethell said.

Even with the long hours
and time away from family,
Bethell is thankful to be in the
position she is in — helping
people through a tumultuous
time.

“I have had some pretty
remarkable jobs, but I can
honestly say that this is the
most emotionally rewarding
job I have ever had,” Bethell
said. “T am lucky because I love
what I am doing.”

PRE-PLANNING
YOUR FINAL
ARRANGEMENTS IS
A GIFT ONLY YOU
CAN GIVEYOUR
LOVED ONES.

CALL TODAY!

RESTLAWN MEMORY
GARDENS & RESTLAWN
FUNERAL HOME
Salem, OR 97304
503-585 1373
www.restlawnfh.com

FARNSTROM MORTUARY
Independence, OR 97351
503-838-1414
www.farnstrommortuary.com

KEIZER FUNERAL CHAPEL
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7037
www.keizerchapel.com

ASK MR.TRASH

Q. | heard about China’s ban on recycling.
What IS recyclable now?

A. Be very careful to only recycle the things on your hauler’s approved list.
PLASTIC BAGS, STYROFOAM, AND WAXY CARTONS WERE NEVER RECYCLABLE!

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING GOOD RECYCLABLES EMPTY, CLEAN AND DRY:
e Cardboard and uncoated greyboard hoxes (Shipping & cereal type). No frozen food boxes!

o Print-quality paper - newspaper, junk & office paper, and magazines;

¢ Tin & Aluminum Cans Only - NO foil, trays, or scrap metal;

o Plastic Bottles and Jugs Only - NO hags, tubs, clamshells, bubble Pak, or other plastics.

©1986

Serving Keizer for Nearly 50 years!

LOREN'S VALLEY
SANITATION & RECYCLING SERVICE, INC. RECYCLING & DISPOSAL, INC.
503.393.2262 503.585.4300

WorshipDirectory

These Salem-Keizer houses of worship invite you to visit. Call to list your church in our Worship Directory: (503) 390-1051

JOIN US FOR SAINT EDWARD Carholic KEIZER CLEAR LAKE
SUNDAY WORSHIP = 393.5323 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
. . ber of Open D
8:30 am + 10 am ¢ 1I:30 am * 6 pm = 5303 River Rd. N., Keizer | | ¥ TN ¢ o e Keizer
Father Gary L. Zerr, Pastor [e/e]=Ig¥ REV.ALYSSA BAKER, Lead Pastor
PEOPLESCHURCH Saturday Vigil Liturgy: 5:30 p.m. I Services are Sunday at 10 am
4500 LANCASTER DR NE | SALEM Sundays: 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. W SESSSSM  (Nursery & Sunday School for Children)

503.304.4000 - www.peopleschurch.com - La Misa en Espariol: 12:30 p.m. 7920 Wheatland Rd N + 503-393-2402 « www.kclumc.org

www.FLCkeizer.org

Faith Lutheran Church, eLca
4505 River Road N, Keizer -

503-393-4507
N
A

Pastor Linda Matz Easterling
Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service -10:00 am

Keizer Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

6945 Wheatland Rd. NE  393-6843
www.KeizerChristian.org

@>

Worship and Children's Church » 10:00 a.m.
Office Hours 9 am. - 1 p.m. Mon, - Fri,

9:30 am
0 Q & 11:00 am
COUNTRYSIDE | gunday
D O Christian Church or§ 'P u’
Services

——

il

countrysidechristianchurch.org
Corner of Lockhaven and McLeod, KEIZER # (503) 540-1989

John Knox Presbyterian Church
452 Cummings Lane North ¢ 393-0404

Pastor Peter Blank
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour - 9:15 a.m.
Nursery Care Available

www.JohnKnoxPresKeizer.org




