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#1 Buster

Posey

BY MATT RAWLINGS
Of the Keizertimes

The top spot on the list of
the Keizertimes top 20 greatest
Volcanoes players of all time
goes to Buster Posey. As one of
the most accomplished catch-
ers of the 21st century, Posey
has won four Silver Slugger
awards and a Gold Glove to
go along with his three World
Series rings. Posey also was the
National League (NL) Rook-
ie of the Year in 2010 and the
league MVP in 2012.

Posey grew up in Georgia
and was a four-sport athlete
in high school. During his se-
nior season, he was named the
Georgia Gatorade Player of
the Year, the Louisville Slugger
State Player of the Year, an EA
Sports All-American, and a
Baseball America All-American.

Posey attended  Florida
State University from 2006-
08 and was arguably the
best player in school histo-
ry. After receiving first-team
All-American honors in his
sophomore season, Posey eas-
ily established himself as the
top player in the country the
following year.

In his junior season, Posey
hit .463 with 29 homers and
93 RBIs. He won the Johnny
Bench Award as the nation’s
best catcher and was named
the Collegiate Baseball Player

of the Year. He was also giv-
en the Golden Spikes award
as the country’s best amateur
player.

On May 12, 2008, Posey
played all nine fielding posi-
tions and hit a grand slam in
a 10-0 victory over Savannah
State.

Baseball ~ America  touted
Posey as the best available
catcher in the 2008 Major
League Baseball Draft — the
San Francisco Giants selected
Posey with the fifth overall
pick. Posey officially signed
with the Giants on Aug. 16,
2008 and was given a $6.2
million signing bonus —
which was the largest up-front
signing bonus in team history.

Posey only played three
games with the Volcanoes in
2008. He hit two doubles and
had a pair of RBIs. In 2009,
Posey spent the majority of
the year in Advanced Single-A
in San Jose. He batted .326
with 63 runs, 95 hits, 23 dou-
bles, 13 homers and 58 RBIs
in 80 games.

Posey was moved up to
Triple-A in Fresno later in the
year and hit .321 with 21 runs
scored, 42 hits, eight doubles,
five homers and 22 RBIs in

35 games.
Due to an injury to San
Francisco  catcher Bengie

Molina, Posey was called up
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For the better part of the last decade, Buster Posey has been the face of the San Francisco
Giants franchise.

to join the Giants on Sept. 2,
2009. However he didn’t make
his debut until Sept. 11. Posey
was mainly used as a reserve
to conclude the San Francisco
season and only had two hits
in 17 at-bats. But the follow-
ing year, Posey showed the Gi-
ants, and the MLB world, that
he was more than prepared for
the big leagues.

Posey began the season in
Triple-A, where he proved to
be dominant over 47 games,
batting .349 with 31 runs
scored, 60 hits, 13 doubles, six
homers and 32 RBIs. On May
29, 2010, Posey was called
back up to the big leagues, and
his impact with the Giants was
immediate.

In his first game of the year,
Posey went 3-for-4 with three
RBIs. He hit his first homer
on June 9,2010 off Aaron Ha-
rang of the Cincinnati Reds.
Posey mostly played first base
in the first two months of his
2010 tenure with the Giants,
but when Molina was traded
to the Texas Rangers on June
30, Posey became the Giants
full-time catcher.

From July 1 to July 10,
Posey batted .514 and had 19
hits and six homers, including
his first career grand slam on
July 7. Posey also had 13 RBIs
during the stretch, the most
ever by a rookie during a 10-
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Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-977-9436. onac

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-877-441-1933 oNAC

GENERAC Standby Generators.

The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year

extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-877-557-
1912 Special financing for qualified

customers. ONAC
Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.

Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 855-385-
4473. ONAC

Applying for Social Security Disability
or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys, 1-855-548-
1237! FREE Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]..  onc

SERVICES

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. CALL
1-833-600-6659. ONAC

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission Kit.

1-855-407-5056. ONAC
DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation.  Includes children,

custody, support, property and bills
division. No court appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible.  503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com ONAC

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation
services available. $0  Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call
1-844-989-2328. oNAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. NOT just
a discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-
9335 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/256118-0219. ONAC

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-844-533-9173. ONAC

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

ONAC

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION.
1-855-252-2579. ONAC

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-866-373-9175. oNAC

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built
in! FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. oNAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-839-0752.

ONAC

If it's happening in Keizer,
or to someone from Keizer —
WE WANT TO KNOW.

kt@keizertimes.com

game span — he was named
NL Player of the Week for the
week of July 5-11.

Posey also had a 21-game
hit streak during the month
of July, falling one game short
of the Giants rookie record,
which 1s held by Willie Mc-
Covey. He was named NL
Player of the Month in July
2010.

Posey finished the season
batting .305 with 58 runs
scored, 124 hits, 23 doubles,
18 homers and 67 RBIs and
was named the NL Rookie

of the Year — he also nearly
finished in the top 10 for NL
MVP voting.

During the final game of
the season, Posey hit a key solo
homer against the San Diego
Padres to propel the Giants to
the NL West division title.

In the NL Division Series
(NLDS), Posey batted .375 as
the Giants defeated the Atlan-
ta Braves in four games. Even
though he was inconsistent at
the plate in the NL Champi-
onship Series (NLCS), Posey
led the Giants to a key victory
against the Philadelphia Phil-
lies in game four of the series,
going 4-for-5 with a pair of
RBIs in the 6-5 victory — he
was the first rookie ever to
record four hits in an NLCS
game.

In game four of the World
Series, Posey and rookie bat-
tery mate Madison Bumgar-

A i)

ner became the first rookie
starting pitcher-catcher tan-
dem in a World Series game
since 1947. In the same game,
Posey hit his first postseason
homer, leading the Giants to
a 4-0 win. With the homer,
Posey became the fifth rookie
catcher to ever hit a home run
in the playoffs.

Posey caught every inning
of the 2010 postseason, help-
ing the Giants to a World Se-
ries title after defeating the
Rangers in five games.

In 2011, Posey missed the
majority of the season after
suffering a season-ending an-
kle injury on May 25. Posey
was injured on a play at the
plate by Scott Cousins of the
Florida Marlins, who collided
with Posey while attempting
to score on a sacrifice fly —
Cousins admitted later that he
ran into Posey intentionally
but did not intend to injure
Posey.

In the aftermath of the
violent play, the MLB adopt-
ed rule 7.13 during in 2014
otherwise known as the
“Buster Posey Rule.” The rule
states that “a runner attempt-
ing to score may not deviate
from his direct pathway to the
plate in order to initiate con-
tact with the catcher (or other
player covering home plate).
If, in the judgment of the

Please see POSEY, Page A9
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20. Matt Downs
19. Clay Hensley

18. Bryan Reynolds
17. Fred Lewis

16. Dan Otero

15. Matt Duffy

14. Jonathan Sanchez
13. Travis Ishikawa
12. Nate Schierholtz
11. Ryan Vogelsong
10. Adam Duvall

9. Kevin Correia

8. Joe Panik

7. Francisco Liriano
6. Sergio Romo

5. Brandon Crawford
4. Pablo Sandoval

3. Joe Nathan

2. Tim Lincecum

1. Buster Posey
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

ACROSS

1 Plant pest
6 Big name in couture
10 Discussion
13 Tropical climber
14 Fashion color
15 Rational
16 Novice
18 Dwarf buffalo
19 New wing, e.g.
20 Intending
22 Western resort lake

23 Hansel, to Gretel: abbr.

24 Rhone feeder

26 Egyptian amulets
30 Old English letters
31“And now ___ I bud

again”: George Herbert

32 Org. once headed by
Lewis Strauss

34 Actress Farrow

35Horse feeder

37 Nav. rating

38 Wayside stopover

39 Greedy looks

40 B'way sign

41 Suitor

43 Anthem’s start

44 Verb ending

45 West Point student

47 Large crowd

58

61

50 French delicacy
53 Hoped-for review

By Charles Preston

28 Swimmer’s specialty
29 Plant or animal mem-

54 Craving for candy branes

56Rara 31 Innisfree, e.g.

57 Observed 33 Snug: var.

58 Edo, later 35 Racket

59 Central 36 Into the Woods giant,
60 Tennis units et al.

61 Proficient

DOWN

40 Start of a Pearl Buck

42 Budges

43 Renowned folk singer

1 Canadian prov.

45 Some dorm dwellers

2 Like a patchwork quilt 46 River islet

3 Kind of combat 47 Perfume measure

4 Cleveland team 48 Sitarist Shankar

5 Boil 49 Metamorphoses poet
6 Friday’s creator 50 Yard thirds

7 Sacred image 51 Take __ : heed some
8 Spanish gold advice

9 Turnip variety 52 Kaput
10 A Hindu queen 55 River of Wales and
11 Prolific auth. England

12 Wampum

15 Pagopago’s island
group

17 City on Guanabara Bay

21 Var. of verb

24 Prefix for private

25 [’Elisir d’Amore heroine

26 Haughty expression

27 Hansoms, e.g.



