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We don’t ask, we act, in a crisis

We salute all the First
Responders,  organizations,
businesses, governments and
individuals that jumped in to
help as our fellow Or-
egonians faced disaster
with the wildfires af-
flicting many areas of
western Oregon.

When disaster strikes,
our community doesn’t
ask—it acts.

While financial do-
nations are key to any relief
and recovery effort, Keiz-
er donated time, food and
needed items for daily living
tor hundreds of people, many
who lost everything.

Residents of Keizer have
been affected by the thick
smoke that has blanketed the
Willamette Valley since the
fires in the Cascades began.
Loss of property is shock-
ing. Breathing hazaradous
air is harmful to the vulner-
able among us. Dealing with

bad air pales in comparison
to those who lost proper-
ty, which is shocking on its
own. The loss of life of those
in the path of
the wildfires is

tragic.
. . More  than
ed |tO Ila | the commu-
nity’s thoughts
are with the
victims of the
fires.  What is

not with the victims is judge-
ment. Volunteers in times of
disaster don’t ask the political
or religious views of those
they are helping. It is almost
a certainty, once the fires ex-
tinguish and the smoke blows
away, that the blame game
will begin. Debates will rage
about forest management and
adequate firefighting resourc-
es, but debates need to be put
oft for now. Rescue, recovery
and relief are the watchwords
of the day.

Disasterous events are al-
ways bookended with stories
of loss and tragedy on one
end and stories of heroism
on the other end, such as a
man driving his vehicle (re-
ported by SalemReporter.com),
packed with belongings, who
rescued Bonnie Sullivan,
who was alone. She rode in
his trunk until safely taken to
Mehama. More tales of her-
oism, no doubt, will begin
to surface, as shock begins to
fade.

Political and cultural dis-
agreements do not exist
when people are helping
others in time of tragedy and
disaster. There will be many
stories to be told of the Great
Oregon Wildfires of 2020.
One chapter will how people
forgot about themselves and
jumped in to help.

—LAZ

Information slays dragons

By ERIC A. HOWALD

When medieval cartogra-
phers charted the edges of the
known world, it was a frequent
practice to pencil in monsters
in the areas that had not yet
been discovered,
typically a drag-
on-like figure.

Our oldest
known usage of
the phrase “here
be dragons” ap-
peared on a globe
produced in 1504, the area on
the east coast of Asia bears the
Latin phrase “hic sunt dra-
cones.” In the face of the un-
known, the early mapmakers
used dragons to urge caution
when venturing into those
spaces. Since that time, “here/
there be dragons” has been ap-
plied most uncharted areas of
human exploration, internal
and external.

Eventually our ancestors
mapped the entire world and
the dragons disappeared.

For a while, a few years
back, I volunteered as a tutor
to adults students working to-
ward their GEDs. I was tasked
with guiding students through
language arts and critical
thinking. While we had text-
books to rely on and prepare
with, the hardest part of the
job was finding ways to re-
mind students why they were
making the effort in the first
place.

One evening, I brought up
the old maps and idea of drag-
on-infested, uncharted lands as
a way to illustrate how others
had gotten themselves through
the struggles. Seeing the entire
world took effort and time
and exploration but, once the
old mapmakers had the de-

tails pinned down, they knew
their place in the world. That
knowledge empowered them
to change the world, or at least
have more control over their
small piece of it, in countless
ways.

I hadn’t
thought  about
that night in a
long time, but
there were two
instances in the
past week that
made me feel like I was trying
to draw a map of the world
without enough information.

The most obvious one was
the fires devastating the forests
along the Cascade Mountains,
as literal a dragon as we are
likely to encounter in mod-
ern times. It started breath-
ing smoke and ash into town
Monday evening. Forty-eight
hours later, I didn’t feel as
though anyone was getting
any better information than
we had at the start. It’s im-
proved with baby steps since
then.

During the first two days,
the main sources of infor-
mation everyone was told to
watch — social media outlets of
the Marion County Sheriff’s
Office — were only updated a
handful of times.

One possibility is that
things were moving more
quickly or more slowly than
I imagined and the rapidly
changing, hellish colors out-
side the door were throwing
off my senses. Another possi-
bility is that those in charge
didn’t feel there was the time
to prioritize communications
with anyone outside the blast
zones. Either situation is un-
derstandable, but neither ex-

cuses the absence of more up-
to-the-minute information.

A third possibility is avoid-
ing incitement of a panic, but
panic grows as quickly in a
void as it does in any well-ox-
ygenated environment.

At the same time that
was unfolding, I had a high
school junior at home anx-
iously awaiting the release of
their schedule for fall classes.
Salem-Keizer Public School
officials and principals had
told all students to expect
their schedules Tuesday, Sept.
8. McNary’s schedules weren’t
released until nearly 36 hours
after the expected drop. There
wasn'’t a peep from the school
district personnel as to what
was happening or what caused
the delay.

Students throughout the
district have already been de-
prived of so much this year that
when the schools tell them
they will deliver on a certain
date, it’s going to sound like
a promise even if that word
isn’t  used. Disappointment
is inevitable to some degree,
but the district could have al-
layed students’ fears with a few
well-chosen words.

One of these situations
pales in urgency to the oth-
er, but both are illustrative of
the need for better communi-
cation from our local leaders.
Without information to tell
us otherwise, human instinct is
to conjure dragons in the dark
spaces. No one wants a panic,
but a regular stream of reli-
able information, delivered in
the appropriate tone does not
provoke panic. It slays dragons.

(Eric A. Howald is the
managing editor of the
Keizertimes.)
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emergency situation with the
wildfires destroying our lands,
homes, communities and our
animals.

My thoughts and prayers
go out to all the families af-
fected by the evacuation. One
thing I am incredibly grateful
for is state Representative Bill
Post. Not only does he keep
his constituents up to date
about the wildfires, he reach-
es out to all of Oregon.

Bill informs us how to
help our neighbors, where
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together and lead with a ser-
vant’s heart. Please join me in
re-electing Bill Post to House
District 25 as he continues to
show up for his constituents
over and over again.

Lauren Cook

Keizer

Vote for
Dylan Juran

To the Editor:
In this year’s city coun-
cil contests, there are very

Submit a letter to the
editor,
or a guest column by

noon Tuesday.

clear choices to be made.
My choice for Position #2
is Keizer native and McNary
High School graduate, Dylan
Juran.

He is young, but no John-
ny-Come-Lately. Dylan has
a long-term commitment to
the community and to pub-
lic service. He is an indepen-
dent businessman, serving as a
technical consultant to two
non-profits. Not an ideolo-
gy, he 1s exactly the kind of
young, moderate, tech-savvy
individual the city needs.

As a 50-year Keizer resi-
dent with an eye to the future,
I am proud to support Dylan
Juran for Keizer City Coun-
cil, Postion #2.

Carol Doerfler
Keizer
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police scanner

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6

12:04 a.m. - Unlawful possession
of methamphetamine in the 4000
block of River Road N.

3:55 a.m. - Menacing use of
weapons in the 4000 block of
Crater Avenue N.

7:22 a.m. - Identity theft in the
3000 block of Partridge Lane NE.
6:17 p.m. - Arrest for physical
harassment in the 3000 block of
Partridge Lane NE.

MONDAY, SEPT. 7

6:46 a.m. - Restraining order vi-
olation in the 2000 block of Ken-
nedy Circle NE.

10:22 a.m. - Traffic accident in-
jury at the intersection of Cherry
Avenue NE and Manbrin Drive
NE.

6 p.m. - Failure to perform du-
ties of driver when property was
damaged in the 6000 block of
Keizer Station Blvd.

6:30 p.m. - Motor vehicle theft in
the 900 block of Hopkins Court
NE.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 8

1:58 a.m. - Mail theft at the inter-
section of Orchard Court N and
Windsor Island Road N.

5:22 a.m. - Motor vehicle theft

in the 800 block of Weeks Drive
NE.

3:42 p.m. - Failure to perform
duties of driver when property
was damaged in the 6000 block
of Field Of Dreams Way NE.
11:11 p.m. - Aggravated assault
in the 1000 block of Mistwood
Drive NE.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 9

9:59 a.m. - Identity theft in the
3000 block of Homestead Court
NE.

3:57 p.m. - Restraining order vi-
olation in the 3000 block of Par-
tridge Lane NE.

4:18 p.m. - Identity theft in the
100 block of Apple Blossom Av-
enue NE.

5:23 p.m. - Theft by deception in
the 200 block of Menlo Drive N.
7:48 p.m. - Criminal trespassing
in the 4000 block of River Road
N.

9:20 p.m. - Burglary in the 5000
block of River Road N.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 10

10:03 a.m. - Bench warrant at the
intersection of Cherry Avenue
NE and Weeks Drive NE.

12:59 p.m. - Shoplifting in the
4000 block of River Road N.

Blood Drive at St. Ed Sept. 25

St. Edward Catholic
Church in Keizer will host an
American Red Cross blood
drive on Friday, Sept. 25, fro 1

CROSS or sign up online at
RedCrossBlood.org using
sponsor code stedwardskeizer.

St.  Edward  Catholic

to 6:30 p.m. Church is located at 5303
To schedule an appoint- River Road N.
ment  call  1-800-RED-
sudoku
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 11

1:30 p.m. - Assault in the 5000
block of River Road N.

6 p.m. - Theft in the 300 block of
Churchdale Avenue N.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12

2 a.m. - Vandalism in the 1000
block of Juniper Street N.

12 p.m. - Theft in the 6000 block
of Keizer Station Blvd.

1 p.m. - Failure to perform du-
ties of driver when property was
damaged in the 5000 block of
Windsor Island Road N.

5:05 p.m. - Robbery in the 6000
block of Keizer Station Blvd.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13

12:04 a.m. - Stalking in the 6000
block of Wheatland Road N.
12:13 a.m. - Failure to perform
duties of driver when property
was damaged in the 5000 block
of Willow Leaf Street.

3:30 a.m. - Driving under the
influence of intoxicants at the in-
tersection of 7th Avenue NE. and
Faymar Drive NE.

7:50 a.m. - Burglary in the 5000
block of River Road N.

7:57 p.m. - Aggravated assault
in the 300 block of Hazelbrook
Drive N.

WILL YOU BE THERE THE
MOMENT YOU’RE NEEDED?

Will you be there when a life

. needs to be saved? When homes

are threatened by a natural disaster?

"The answer is “yes” if you're a
member of the National Guard.
" Learn more about being

there for your community at 7

NATIONALGUARD:com or call -3
_ 1-800-GO-GUARD.. - 5

KEIZER CLASSIFIEDS

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

WE BUY

WE COME TO YOU!
503-689-0669
LICENDED, BONDED, INSURED.

1002

FOR RENT

Beautiful McNary Estates
one-level home on the second
hole. Three bedroom, 2 full bath.
$2,400/month. Available Sept 14.
Call or text: 503-706-9536 0925

WEEKEND YARD SALE

Two family yard sale. Fri, Sept 18 and
Sat, Sept 19 from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
1055 Lockhaven Dr N, Unit 43 in
Keizer. Lots of decor items, furniture,
Star Wars decor, crib, motorcycle
helmet and jackets. Lots of nice
clothes from kids to adult priced to
sale. 0918

SERVICES

Applying for Social Security Disability
or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability ~Attorneys, 1-855-548-
1237! FREE Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]..  omc

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation.  Includes children,
custody, support, property and bills

division. No court appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.

paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com ONAC

NEWS TIPS?

If it's happening in
Keizer, or someone
from Keizer —
WE WANT TO KNOW.

kt@keizertimes.com

SERVICES

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. CALL
1-833-600-6659. ONAC

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN*
with AT&T Next® and AT&T Next
Every Year & #8480 1) Pick Your
New Phone. 2) Pick Your Plan.
(*Reg’s well-qualified credit. Limits
& restr's apply.) CALL 1-855-593-
4474 ONAC

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed Internet
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD
DVR Included. FREE Installation.
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
373-9175. oNAC

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-977-9436. ONAC

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built
in!  FREE Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-888-849-2601. ONAC

GENERAC Standby Generators.

The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year

extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-877-557-
1912 Special financing for qualified
customers. oNAC

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1-877-441-1933.

ONAC

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. NOT just
a discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. Call 1-844-239-
9335 for details. www.dental50plus.
com/256118-0219. oNAC

SERVICES

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission Kit.
1-855-407-5056. ONAC

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-839-0752.

ONAC

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art
features & no audiologist needed.
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL
1-866-799-5056. ONAC

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-888-986-4285. oNAC

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-844-533-9173. ONAC

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off and 0% financing for
those who qualify. PLUS Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-536-
8838. oNAC

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION.
1-855-252-2579. oNAC

Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.

Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 855-385-
4473. ONAC




