Gity budget talks begin Monday

By ERIC A. HOWALD
Of the Keizertimes

Despite the ongoing pan-
demic, government agencies
still have budgets to balance.
The City of Keizers budget
talks will kick of next week
with two online meetings.

The Keizer budget com-
mittee will meet via telecon-
ference May 11 and 12 at 6
p-m. It will be streamed live on
the KeizerTV Youtube chan-
nel.

Until a few weeks ago, the
city’s budget was stable if not
rosy in comparison to some
recent years, the COVID-19
crisis has changed the math —
at least slightly.

“The city is experiencing
an immediate drop in discre-
tionary revenues associated

with the Event Center as well
as municipal court as residents
are being encouraged to stay
home and not gather in large
groups,” said City Manager

Chris Eppley, in a statement at-
tached to the proposed budget.
“The immediate impact is ex-
pected to last through the first
quarter of Fiscal Year 2020-21
however long term impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic is
yet to be determined.”

Overall operating revenues
are expected to remain rel-
atively stable, but annual in-
creases in property taxes might
only cover continuing declines
in franchise fees collected for
telephone and cable television
services.

Water and stormwater rates
are intentionally being held at
the current rates to ease the
burden on residents during the
economic downturn resulting
from the pandemic. Sewer
rates, which are controlled by
Salem, are expected to increase
by roughly 2 percent.

Personnel costs, including
wages, insurance and pensions,
will increase by approximately

2 percent. Capital improve-
ment projects are expected
to increase by 11 percent, the
result of needed ADA im-
provements along River Road
North and a major Public
Works project involving re-
alignment of a drainage pipe
in west Keizer.

Those interested in funding
for special projects or efforts
that provide for the commu-
nity are invited to offer testi-
mony or submit it in writing
to City Record Tracy Davis,
DavisT@keizer.org.

Two areas that might prove
contentious are the parks and
police fess attached to the
monthly city services bill.
Both fees are currently set at
$4, but are reviewed annually.

In a March meeting, City
Finance Director Tim Wood
presented members of the
budget committee with a pro-
posal to begin increasing the
police fee at a rate that would
make it more of a “sustainabil-
ity” fee than one used to pay
for the police officers the fee
was originally designed to hire.

City staft floated the idea of
raising the police services fee
from $4 per month to $5.33
a month in the 2020-21 fiscal
year. The increase would gen-
erate an additional $226,000.

over time when it was put in
place, but some at the meeting
appeared caught off guard by
the exponential fee growth
projections.

Keizer Police Chief John
Teague said residents should
expect more from the higher
fee.

“I don’t think people
should just acquiesce to the
higher fees,” Teague said. “We
should prove that we are de-
serving.”

Keizer Police Department
recently instituted a citizens
academy and was discussing
adding fingerprinting service
as one way to add value to the
community.

The parks fee is projected
to remain at $4 per for the
foreseeable future. That fee
has paid for widened pathways
throughout Keizer’s 19 parks,a
new playground at Meadows
Park, a portion of the bath-
rooms at Keizer Rapids Park,
the rehabilitation of Carlson
Skate Park, a new sports court
at Willamette Manor Park,
two new employees and new
equipment among thousands
of other dollars in improve-
ments.

At the March meeting,
Councilor  Kim  Freeman

asked that both police and
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KT on vacation

However, the fee growth LR Y

would not stop there. In 2021,
the fee would climb to $7.39
per month and, by 2025, the
fee might nearly triple to
$11.93 per month. City offi-
cials were aware that the fee

would likely need to increase

parks officials prepare a one-
sheet report showing what the
fees have accomplished so far.
“I would also like to see a
report on what would happen
if the parks fee was decreased
to make up for the increase in
the police fee,” Freeman said.

Submitted photo
Bob and Colleen Busch took their Keizertimes on a visit to
Philadelphia, Penn., to visit family in February 2020. Daughter
Trina snapped the picture and grandson Miles was along
for the ride. You too can have your photo in the Keizertimes.
Simply take the paper to your destination, snap a picture with
you and your group holding it, and send the photo along with
everyone’s first and last names to kt@keizertimes.com.
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Boucher Jewelers celebrates all mothers during
these tough times. Check on your mother \

and stay safe. Stay tuned to our Facebook page %
for announcements on our re-opening. )
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Keizer & Salem’s Go-To-Guy for Buying & Selling
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Call or Text
503-983-4086

3975 River Rd N Suite 3 - Keizer

Mother's Day is

Sunday, May 10 The go-to Realtor with 22+ years in the real

estate & mortgage lending industry.
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

By Charles Preston

cenrich your life

ACROSS 49 Kind of tale 26 German industrial cily =)
50 Age to be terrible? 27 Plant problem Ody; M ' r'd & Sou I

1 Need 53 Agent's arrangement 28 Dieter's delight

5 Subway security 55 Mideasterner 29 Kind of circles ‘ : n . .
10 Judos's seat 56 Sioux 30 Boot out Our residents enjoy an active, engaging lifestyle that promotes
14 Invention 57 Splish Splash singer 31 Proportion wellness and independence. It is our goal to keep our residents
15 Forga 58 Acapulco agreement 33 Erie craft . " . . .
16 Myanmor site 59 Dawn drops 36 Library set linked to resources and opportunities that will fulfill their needs and
17 Off-the-wall 60___ Honey in the Rock 37 The Mikado role interests in the Keizer area. Residents have many opportunities
18 Oddballs 61 Cause for complaint 39 Meadow section . . . . o L
20 Red Grooms’ thing 40 Fir coat? to participate in a variety of life enriching activities and events
21 Titicaca, e.g. DOWN 42 Respites designed to stimulate the mind, body and soul.
22 Brass instrument 43 Ability
23 Sisterhood 1 Ms. Minelli 45 Apparition . .
25 Contemptible 2 Shebat follower 46 Like snails From cocktail-hour gatherings where you can learn about the
26 Medal-winners 3 Captains under Caesar 47 Dole nuances of a good Pinot Noir, to a discussion of the latest best
28 Index finger to lips 4 Actress Francis 48 Figurehead locus T fi G 1L Larive ILesrai . t G t
32 Tampico ta-ta 5 Workout togs 49 Passenger seller In our Lite-Long Learning series, 10 exploring new ways 1o
33 Nip-up 6 Fashy 31 Bathe stay healthy in a fitness class.
34 Eggs 7 Jerry, of the 49ers 52 Tony's kin
35 Trotsky or Errol 8 Farewell, to 3 Down 54 Marble

36 Did field work 9 in: scheduled 55Hard ___ rock

37 Do needle work 10 Northern Canada's ter- Come See the Finest in Senior Living
38 Alphabet frio rain

39 Mine finder ML _ Lucy CALL (503) 390-1300

40 Lawn game 12 Pleasing

41 Actor Clint 13 Aprés-ski wear, al

43 Find likable limes

44 Cabbage-patch tool
45 European title
46 Dose capsule

19 On-screen Chan
21 Pate's placemenls
24 Day break?

25 Snake
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ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE



