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MCFD to field levy
questions online

BY MATT RAWLINGS
Of the Keizertimes

Marion County Fire Dis-
trict #1 will be hosting a
pair of virtual meetings to
answer questions about their
new operating levy renewal,
which is on the May 19 pri-
mary election ballot.

Measure 24-441 would
renew and increase the Fire
District’s local operating levy
(or local option levy), which
accounts for almost 30 per-
cent of its general property
tax revenue.

The virtual meetings will
take place on Monday, May 4
and Tuesday, May 12 from 6
p-m. to 7 p.m. via Facebook
Live on the districts Face-
book page. During the vir-
tual meeting, MCFD#1 Fire
Chief Kyle McMann will
give a brief presentation and
respond to any questions that
are asked over Facebook Live
and those that are sent via
email before the meeting.

In order to deal with an
ever-increasing  call-volume,
McMann believes that it’s vi-
tal that the levy gets passed
— it will allow the district
to hire two additional fire-
fighters/paramedics.  Along
with an increase in emer-
gency calls, there has been a
sharp decrease of volunteer
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firefighters serving in Marion
County.

“The local option levy is
crucial to maintain the ser-
vices the district provides
and addresses the increasing
call volumes and response
times within the 80 square
miles of the district, which
includes 55 percent of calls
overlapping, meaning there
are multiple calls going on
at the same time,” McMann
said. “The local option levy
accounts for almost 30 per-
cent of its general property
tax revenue, all a significant
portion of the operating rev-
enue of the district. Without
the levy, services would be
reduced.”

The operating levy in-
crease 1s proposed at 28
cents per $1,000 of assessed
property value or $4.67 per
month ($56 per year) for the
owner of a home assessed at
$200,000.

Over the last year,
MCFD#1 has made a con-
certed effort to communicate
the need to hire more emer-
gency personnel and replace
aging apparatus. That need
has increased exponentially
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Personnel costs have in-
creased $35,000 per month
to accommodate additional
overtime pay and temporary
hires. Costs also have gone
up significantly for personal
protective equipment, emer-
gency personnel, disinfectant,
hand sanitizers and decon-
tamination products because
of the high demand.

“COVID-19 has increased
the need as we have increased
staffing temporarily to meet
the demand of services as
well as keep responders out-
fitted with the necessary per-
sonal protective equipment
(PPE) that is needed,” Mc-
Mann said. “Most of the PPE
has seen dramatic increases in
costs due to limited availabil-
ity and demand. The district
must be prepared to meet the
demands of this outbreak of
COVID-19 as well as future
ones that will come.”

For those unable to watch
the meeting, McMann is
available to answer questions
at 503-588-6535 or kylem@
mcfd1l.com. For more infor-
mation on the operating levy
request, visit www.mcfdl.
com.

Refilled

Tyson Cox, club
manager of Keizer’s
Physigue Fitness,
delivers a refilled
bottle of sanitizer

to Annie Owen of
Keizer. Physique
Fitness is providing
semi-regular refills
of sanitizing solu-
tion, the same brand
as it uses inside the
clubs, at its Salem
area locations.
Follow the gym on
Facebook to find
out about upcoming
dates.

KEIZERTIMES/
Lyndon A. Zaitz

7Kerzer FIRE

-] D[— i'?—]—-‘

ABOVE: Keizer firefighters FIRL I’”Bl"
Sean Cummings, Tyler Bull-
ock, Taylor Russell and Victor
Hess show off meals delivered
to the station on Wednesday,
April 22.

RIGHT: A firefighter picks up
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EASTSIDE
1433 SE 122nd Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

(503) 783-6865

PORTLAND
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“Easy Online Arrangements”

a meal as Mike Adams, owner

of Adam’s Smokehouse, looks
on.

KEIZERTIMES/

Stephanie Wittman

EUSIEOIUR

SERVICE AND

Broker, Principal Broker

34 Years Combined Experience

E—A
The meals, catered by Adam’s
Smokehouse, were a “thank
you” gift from the residents
and staff at The Village at
Keizer Ridge.
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Privately Owned Cremation Facility
Family Owned - Family Focused

KNOWLEDGE,

TO WORK FOR YOU.

HOMEMART

REALTY GROUP
KEIZER

As lifelong residents of

Salem-Keizer, we know this

market and are here to help.

. CALL OR TEXT 503.510.6827 - 3975 River Rd N * Suite 3 » Keizer » | 772

We’re Here For You

No Contact Curbside Pick-Up — Shop Online 24/7

Shoe try-on

e We'll look up your
past purchases and
suggest updates

e Show products
via email, text, etc.

e Take payment by phone
e Aicove/Sidewalk
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MON - SAT, 10 TO 4

135 Commercial NE
Downtown Salem

503.364.4198
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WorshipDirectory

These Salem-Keizer houses of worship invite you to visit. Call to list your church in our Worship Directory: (503) 390-1051
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7920 Wheatland Rd N - 503-393-2402 - www.kclumc.org

KEIZER CLEAR LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

a member of Open Door
Churches of Salem-Keizer

REV. ALYSSA BAKER, Lead Pastor

Services are Sunday at 10 am
(Nursery & Sunday School for Children)

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP

8:30 am ¢ 10 am ¢ 1I:30 am * 6 pm

PEOPLESCHURCH

4500 LANCASTER DR NE | SALEM
503.304.4000 - www.peopleschurch.com

SAINT EDWARD Catholic John Knox Presbyterian Church
393.5323 Chure 452 Cummings Lane North « 393-0404
A

= 5303 River Rd. N., Keizer [u

Father Gary L. Zerr, Pastor Ve

Rev. Dr. John Neal, Pastor
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour - 9:15 a.m.
Nursery Care Available

Saturday Vigil Liturgy: 5:30 p.m. m

www.JohnKnoxPresKeizer.org

Faith Lutheran Church, ELca

4505 River Road N, Keizer « 503-393-4507
www.FLCkeizer.org N
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Pastor Linda Matz Easterling
Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service -10:00 am

Keizer Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
6945 Wheatland Rd, NE  393-6843

www.KeizerChristian.org

Worship and Children's Church + 10:00 a.m.
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, - Fri,

9:30 am
0 Q & 11:00 am
Sunda
COUNTRYSIDE Y
Q 0 Christian Church Wors.hlp
Services

countrysidechristianchurch.org
Corner of Lockhaven and McLeod, KEIZER » (503) 540-1989

Sundays: 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
L.a Misa en Espariol: 12:30 p.m.
KEIZER COMMUNITY CHURCH
380 Churchdale Ave N (1 block West of Dutch Bros)
503-393-0222 ¢ KeizerCommunityChurch.com
SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School (all ages)
11:00 am Worship Service
dﬁ WEDNESDAY:
6:30 pm Awana; Youth Group; Adults




