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1165 McGee Court NE, Keizer, OR 97303 • 503-390-1300 • www.VillageAtKeizerRidge.com

DIRECTIONS 

FROM KEIZER:

On River Road, 
one-half mile 
north of McNary 
Estates. Right
on McGee Ct, 
take second 
driveway on left.

UNIT TYPES:

• Assisted
 Living
• Memory 
 Care

AMENITIES:

• Individualized Care Plans • State-of-the-art theater
• Raised garden beds • All day fresh gourmet dining
• Life enriching, meaningful, stimulating activities
• Resident created activity calendar • Courtyard walking path
• More staff on hand 24/7 than other local facilities
• Private & semi-private Memory Care apartments

MONTHLY RENT: starting at $2,855 ASSISTED LIVING AVAILABILITY: Yes

1125 McGee Ct NE, Keizer, OR 97303 • 503-390-7700 • www.EmeraldPointeKeizer.com

DIRECTIONS 

FROM KEIZER:

On River Road, 
one-half mile 
north of McNary 
Estates.

UNIT TYPES:

• Studio
• 1 BR
 w/ deck or
 walk-in closet
• 2 BR, 1 BA 
• 2 BR, 2 BA
 w/ deck or
 walk-in closet

AMENITIES: • Full kitchens in every apartment
• Beauty Salon • Optional Meal Plans • Staffed 24/7
• Full Activities Calendar • Weekly Excursions
• Special Dietary Needs Met • Coffee Lounge
• Housekeeping • Community Room • Activity Rooms
• Transportation to doctors, shopping, and more
• Waist High Gardens • Walking Paths • Free WiFi

MONTHLY RENT: starting at $1 ,350 ACTIVE INDEPENDENT LIVING: yes

Senior Living Community

EmeraldEmerald
 Pointe Pointe

7693 Wheatland Rd N, Keizer, OR 97303 • 503-393-1491 • www.willamettelutheran.com • e-mail: kay@willamettelutheran.com

DIRECTIONS 

FROM KEIZER:

Drive north 
on River Rd. 
Turn left on 
Wheatland Rd. 
Go 1.5 miles. On 
left side of road.

UNIT TYPES:

• independent 
 living includ. 
 studio and
 1-bedroom
 apartments, 
 2-bedroom 
 cottages

AMENITIES:

• Not-for-profi t, Christian community serving all faiths
• Pets allowed • No Extra Charge for a 2nd person
• 24-hour nurse on staff for emergency response
• 3-delicious homecooked meals daily
• Van service for shopping & medical appts
• Housekeeping • Great Social Activities • Church Services

MONTHLY RENT: starting at $1,768 ASSISTED LIVING AVAILABILTY: yes

Keizer’s Best Kept Secret

5210 River Rd N, Keizer, OR 97303 • PH: 503-393-3624 x340 • CELL: 971-599-9484 • www.avamerecourtatkeizer.com

DIRECTIONS 

FROM KEIZER:

From I-5, turn west
on Lockhaven. 
Turn left at River 
Rd, then left 
on Claggett St. 
Immediately turn 
in driveway at left.

UNIT TYPES:

• independent
 living apts
• assisted 
 living apts
• rehabilitation, 
 skilled nursing
 & long term 
 care beds

AMENITIES: • Beautiful 5-acre campus • Pet-friendly
• Restaurant with on-site chefs • Happy Hour • Karaoke
• Quality care in our continuum of care campus
• Assisted Living: 9 straight years Defi ciency Free
• Our culture is one of family and the assistance you 
 need at any level. • Family Night • Social Activities
• Exercise center • Casino Trips • Arts and Crafts

MONTHLY RENT: starting at $1 ,766 ASSISTED LIVING AVAILABILTY: yes
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YOUTH,
continued from Page A14

tough to quantify enjoyment 
or fun, but certainly sports 
specialization plays a role, as 
well as the threat of being in-
jured.”

While the Ad-Hoc Com-
mittee has 
zero authority 
over the youth 
leagues, they 
put out their 
position state-
ment a little 
over a year 
ago that fea-
tured several 
recommenda-
tions that they 
wanted youth 
leagues to con-
sider. 

B e f o r e 
Gragg joined 
the Ad-Hoc Committee, 
Gragg claims that he sent 
some of the committee’s rec-
ommendations to personnel 
at McNary Youth Football as 
“food for thought.”

Gragg believes that if youth 
programs adjusted their model 
to fi t within the Ad-Hoc’s rec-
ommendations, that programs 
would be safer and might start 
to see more growth.

“It gives us the opportunity 
to provide an age appropri-
ate, safe, environment for kids 
to be successful and have fun 
playing football and hopefully 
increase numbers,” Gragg said. 

At an Ad-Hoc meeting 
during the fall, there was a dis-
cussion about how to reward 
youth programs that align with 
their position statement. Gar-
rett said that youth programs 
that comply with the Ad-Hoc 
Committee’s position state-
ment, could be considered as 
“blue ribbon” schools.

OSAA member schools 
also reserve the right to re-
quire compliance from anyone 
who uses their facilities. 

In December, Gragg at-
tended a Salem-Keizer athletic 
directors meeting and suggest-
ed that the school district con-
sider using the Ad-Hoc posi-
tion statement as a conditional 
use for district facilities. 

“I had made the statement 
that this was something I 
would like to do at McNary. 
And that led to a discussion 
where the majority of athlet-
ic directors said that this was a 
good direction. I wouldn’t say 
it was unanimous, but most of 
the athletic directors said that 
this made sense,” Gragg said. 
“This wasn’t driven by me, but 
it was suggested by me.”

District offi cials met with 
the high school coaches in the 
Salem-Keizer area in mid-De-
cember to notify them of the 
possible changes. According 
to Gragg, coaches were unan-
imously in support of fl ag 
football being played in grades 
K-4 and a majority of the 
coaches support the move-
ment towards fi fth and sixth 

grade teams implementing 
rookie tackle football.

Programs that played Tu-
alatin Youth Football League 
(TYFL), which is the biggest 
youth football organization 
in the state, would be most 
affected by this proposal. All 
six high schools have youth 
programs that compete in 
the TYFL and use the facul-
ties of their respective high 
schools — even though each 
youth program has no direct 
affi liation with any of the high 
schools. 

On Dec. 19, Gragg relayed 
this information about what 
the district was considering in 
an email to all the presidents 
of Salem-Keizer TYFL orga-
nizations. 

In the email, Gragg also in-
vited TYFL board members 
to a public hearing with the 
option of providing testimony 
on Thursday, Jan. 9 at 9 a.m.

The message did not sit 
well with people involved 
with McNary Youth Football 
for multiple reasons. 

TYFL had just made the 
change in 2019 to have all 
third and fourth graders play 
rookie tackle football. Mc-
Nary Youth Football President 
Kyle Hughes believes that 
now making fi fth and sixth 

graders play at that level is way 
too much of a jump. 

“From I understand from 
reading everything about it, 
rookie-tackle is like tee-ball 
for football. It’s the introduc-
tory level to tackle football. 
Are we really going to have 
fi fth and sixth graders playing 
at a tee-ball level?” Hughes 
said. 

W a l k e r 
also had a 
major prob-
lem with 
holding a 
public hear-
ing at 9 a.m. 
on a weekday.

“The only 
reason you 
do a hear-
ing at 9 a.m. 
is that you 
don’t want 
people to 
show up. You 
do it when 

people are least available to 
come comment,” Walker said.

Gragg admitted that he 
wished that he had worded 
the email differently.

“The way it was presented, 
which I totally get, it sound-
ed like a foregone conclusion. 
Because it was received that 
way, I think it raised the ten-
sion level. I think this ambi-
tious athletic director got his 
cart ahead of the horse a little 
bit,” Gragg said. “It was way 
too formal. The invitation was 
way too formal. When I used 
formal language, people’s re-
sponse was that they needed 
to make their voices heard.”

Instead of having a public 
hearing on the morning of 
Jan. 9, Gragg met with Sa-
lem-Keizer TYFL presidents 
on Monday, Jan. 6, along 
with Kraig Sproles and Lar-
ry Ramirez — who are both 
members of the Salem-Keizer 
School District’s cabinet. 

“We had a very good con-
versation. Our intent was to 
go in there and just listen and 
hear what people’s concerns 
were and where they were 
coming from. We wanted to 
get all the information that 
we could. It was a three-hour 
long meeting, but it was really 
good,” Gragg said. “Tualatin 

Valley Football is one of the 
safest, if not the safest program 
in the state. They already have 
rookie tackle football at the 
third and fourth grade level, 
which is a safer, developmen-
tally appropriate model for 
transitioning between fl ag and 
tackle football. Safety is of the 
utmost concern to them. They 
do a fantastic job.”

At the meeting, the school 
district agreed to put a pause 
on the efforts to impose the 
Ad-Hoc Committee’s recom-
mendation.

“We’re not that far off in 
ideals between the two orga-
nizations,” Gragg said.

A press release on the Mc-
Nary Youth Football website 
says that the area’s TYFL pres-
idents “had a good conversa-
tion with the school district 
offi cials” in regard to the Jan. 
6 meeting.

Walker, however, had a dif-
ferent interpretation of the 
conversation that took place. 

“We’re not close. We’re 
not close at all. If Scott thinks 
we’re close, he’s not reading 
that meeting right.” Walker 
said.

TYFL President Bob Mer-
win currently has no plan to 
make changes to the structure 
of the league. Merwin says that 
Salem-Keizer offi cials are the 
only ones in the state trying to 
force the Ad-Hoc Commit-
tee’s recommendation upon 
their local youth leagues.

If the Salem-Keizer School 
District decides to enforce the 
changes, it’s likely that TYFL 
wouldn’t have a presence in 
the area any longer, meaning 
that local youth teams couldn’t 
compete against teams from 
outside the area until seventh 
grade.

“We think that our model 
is the ideal model. Nobody 
in the country is doing rook-
ie-tackle at fi fth and sixth 
grade, and very few are doing 
it for third and fourth grade. 
To me, it just doesn’t make any 
sense,” Merwin said.

Even though safety is the 
primary concern of the Ad-
Hoc Committee’s proposal, 
Walker is more worried that 
the potential changes would 
make youth football less safe.

“When the the third and 
fourth graders who are play-
ing rookie-tackle are learning 
how to tackle, they are learn-
ing to tackle properly and 
they can’t really do damage to 
one another. They are hitting 
each other so softly. So by the 
time they get to fi fth and sixth 
grade, and especially seventh 
and eighth grade, the physics 
of the game change and have 
much higher speeds, but they 
already know how to safely 
play the game,” Walker said. 
“When you delay that pro-
cess, they aren’t going to be 
prepared. Because the com-
petition is playing 11-man ev-
erywhere else, I think it makes 
the game less safe.”

Hughes, on the other hand, 
is concerned about kids in the 
Salem-Keizer area not being 
competitive when they get 
to high school and face out-
of-town competition. The 
McNary High varsity football 
team won the Mountain Val-
ley Conference for a second 
straight season in 2019, but 
they have lost each of their 
non-league games over the 
last two years by an average of 
nearly 30 points per game.

“I think there will be a two-
tiered football system, which 
I think is really unfortunate. 
What some kids will proba-
bly do is join travel teams and 
they will go set up an all-day 
tournament up in Portland 
or Vancouver,” Hughes said. 
“When they get into the sev-
enth grade and start playing 
against the other kids in Sa-
lem-Keizer that are just being 
introduced to real tackle foot-
ball, they will destroy those 
kids and they’ll never want to 
go on the fi eld again and you 
end up getting the opposite of 
what you want.”

There are current varsity 
head coaches on the Ad-Hoc 
Committee that are hoping 
to get other varsity coaches 
in the state to jump on board 
with the group’s message.

“Kids in the lower grades 
don’t need to be playing tack-
le. They need to learn the fun-
damentals of the game, get out 
and play some fl ag football and 
just learn about the sport,” said 
Bill Singler, the head coach at 

“ From what I understand from 

reading everything about it rookie-

tackle is like tee-ball for football. 

It’s the introductory level to tackle 

football. Are we really going to have 

fi fth and sixth graders playing at a 

tee-ball level?”

 — Kyle Hughes,
McNary Youth Football President

South Medford — a program 
that McNary has faced in each 
of the last two seasons. 

McNary High football 
coach Jeff Auvinen admitted 
that he has mixed feelings on 
the situation.

“Both sides are a little ad-
versarial with each other, 
which is sad because I be-
lieve they both want what’s 
best for kids. I’m not usually a 
fence-sitter, but I can honestly 
see where both sides are com-
ing from. I think the district is 
hoping that if they make this 
arrangement, other areas and 
leagues will follow. Participa-
tion has been declining for a 
while now, but if you don’t 
change anything, how will it 
improve?” Auvinen said. 

While there isn’t anything 
set in stone past the 2020 sea-
son, Gragg believes that this is-
sue will eventually be resolved. 

“I know that Tualatin Val-
ley and McNary Youth Foot-
ball want what is best for kids. 
When we all have that as our 
foundation, the outcome is 
going to be good. It might 
just take some time. With that 
as the foundation, I think ev-
eryone will be understanding 
of the end result,” Gragg said. 
“My hope is that whatever we 
are doing on campus here will 
lead to an increase in numbers 
and it leads to increase in kids 
that are having a blast and will 
continue to play football. That 
is the outcome that I want.”


