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with a technical foul, capping
oft an 11-0 run from West
Salem.

“I was frustrated because
I was calling a timeout and
they told me not to be on
the floor and then we gave
up a lay-in because of that.
The official apologized lat-
er,” Kirch said. “I probably
should have stopped sooner,
but I kind of wanted to fire
my team up a little bit.”

The Titans went into the
break with a 33-24 lead. But
after holding Meithof to 11
points in the first half, the
McNary star went nuclear in
the third quarter.

West Salem went on an
11-3 run to start the quarter
to go up 44-27. But Meithof
was able to respond by nail-

ing five shots from beyond
the arc — a couple of which
came from beyond NBA
range.

“Once we were down, |
knew I needed to turn things
up because my team needed
me,” Meithof said.

Meithots 15 points in
the third period brought his
team withing six at 50-44 as
the game entered the fourth
quarter.

“Hes a willing passer
when he needs to be. But
he also understands that
there are times where he
needs to make plays. It’s an
underrated trait for a great
player to have. He’s making
his teammates better. It’s fun
to watch,” Kirch said. “For a
guy that scores that much,
he’s unselfish in how he does
it. His teammates know his
ability. Points are awesome,
but he continues to grow in
all the other areas as well.”
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Junior Nunez backs down a West Salem defender.

‘While the third quarter
belonged to Meithof, Ro-
driguez’s time to shine came
in the fourth period.

Rodriguez began the
final quarter with a nifty
jump-hook in the lane. On
the following possession, he
completed a three-point play
after scoring in transition.
Rodriguez scored his sev-
enth straight point by getting
position on the post and put-
ting one in over his defender,
which cut the lead to three
with 4:56 left.

“Being able to come off
the bench and having coach-
es trust in me to score from
the inside and outside really
has helped my confidence,’
Rodriguez said. “And being
able to be looked at as a sec-
ond scorer behind Nate has
honestly been an honor.”

West  Salem, however
continued to hold onto their
lead in the waining parts of
the game. Jackson Lowery
scored oftf an offensive re-
bound to put the Titans 61-
58 with 1:16 remaining.

The Titans got the ball
back after a defensive stop,
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“This community is beautiful and the whole staff is so attentive

and caring! As a family member, | always want the very best

for my Mom and | know that we have found an incredible

place where | know that she is happy and well-cared for.

The atmosphere is engaging and respectful and it is so good

to know that Mom is in such good hands. | would highly

recommend this community to anyone!”> — HEIDI C.

Quality senior living for those who have reached the age of sixty-two.

Come See the Finest in Senior Living

CALL (503) 390-1300
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but Gonzalez, who re-en-
tered the game in the sec-
ond half, came away with a
crucial steal to get McNary
the ball back with less than a
minute left.

On the ensuing pos-
session, Meithof drained a
clutch step-back trey to tie
the game at 61 with 35 sec-
onds on the clock.

“We played with confi-
dence and just chipped our
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way back 1in,” Kirch said.
“When Nate hit a three to
tie it and they called timeout,
we knew we were going to
win.”

West Salem responded by
re-taking the lead when the
Titans star guard Justin Scog-
gin got all the way to the
bucket for a layup. But Mc-
Nary answered back when
Rodriguez hit the shot of
the season on the Celtics
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MOVING MUSIC FORWARD
FEBRUARY 7 | 7:30 PM

EXHIBITION

Embark on a musical stroll through an art museum in
Mussorgsky's imaginative symphonic favorite.

KEIZERTIMES/Matt Rawlings

next possession.

Meithof received the ball
in the front court. But when
he faced a triple team, he
threw a desperation pass to
Riley Flores on the baseline.

While nearly falling out-
of-bounds, Flores kicked the
ball out to the perimeter to
Rodriguez.

Even though the ball was
initially tipped, Rodriguez
still managed to corral the
rock and with no hesitation,
fired a 3-pointer from the
top of the key that went off
the glass and into the hoop.

“Kyler just got it and
knocked it down. He re-
ally stepped up this game,”
Meithof said.

With eight seconds left
in the game, Scoggin tried a
heavily contested and deep
triple for the win. When the
ball fell short, the McNary
student section stormed the
court to celebrate the come-
back victory.

“It was a great win for our
guys,” Kirch said.

McNary will host Bend
on Saturday, Jan. 25 at 2:30
p.m.
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PRE-PLANNING
YOUR FINAL
ARRANGEMENTS IS
A GIFT ONLY YOU
CAN GIVE YOUR
LOVED ONES.

CALL TODAY!

RESTLAWN MEMORY
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FUNERAL HOME
Salem, OR 97304
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www.restlawnfh.com

FARNSTROM MORTUARY
Independence, OR 97351
503-838-1414
Wwww.farnstrommortuary.com

KEIZER FUNERAL CHAPEL
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7037
www.keizerchapel.com

PICTURES ATAN |

l.;.|.”'”\"n

FEATURING!:

Tickets start at $35

PROGRAM ALSO INCLUDES:

Paganini's dazzlingly virtuosic First Violin Concerto and music by living
American composers Missy Mazzoli and Gabriella Smith

Violinist Augustin Hadelich and conductor Carles Kalmar
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OREGON

SYMPHONY
IN SALEM

&

orsymphony.org/salem | 503-228-1353

SMITH AUDITORIUM WILLAMETTE UNIVERISTY
YOUR OFFICIAL SOURCE FOR SYMPHONY TICKETS




