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By MATT RAWLINGS

Of the Keizertimes
On Monday, Sept. 9, the 

McNary boys soccer team 
was supposed 
to play a game 
at Westview.

They end-
ed up doing 
s o m e t h i n g 
way more 
important in-
stead.

While the 
non - l e a gue 
game was 
canceled due 
to heavy rain, 
both teams 
worked to-
gether to stop the school’s 
gymnasium from fl ooding. 

“It was a helping hand 
kind of thing. If you were in 
that position, wouldn’t you 
want someone to help you 
out? I just had to put myself 
in their shoes,” McNary’s 
Luis Lopez said. 

After the game was called 
due to weather, the McNary 
team went into the lock-

er room and gathered their 
belongings to get ready to 
head back home.

But when the boys saw 
that the 
school was 
in trouble, 
they quickly 
raced into 
action. 

“ W h e n 
we saw that 
the school 
was fl ood-
ing, we just 
wanted to 
help out in 
any way that 
we could,” 
said Eli Pe-

tilo.
Both McNary and West-

view players carried doz-
ens of sandbags to the base 
of the doors of the locker 
room and gym to prevent 
more water from coming 
inside. 

“There was proba-
bly 40 kids in that tun-
nel determined to keep 
the water away from the 

gym,” Westview princi-
pal Matt Pedersen said. 
Players also went inside the 
gym to use brooms, mops 
and other equipment to try 
to stop the water. 

The water rose to three 
feet at the base of certain 
entryways. Even though 
some fl ooding did occur 
inside the school, it only 
spread to the concrete fl oors 
and was easily cleaned up.

“It was defi nitely stressful 
for us. We were just chilling 
in the locker room when we 
heard someone yelling that 
the school was fl ooding, so 
everyone just got up and 
did what they could do,” 
Sebastian Brunk said. “I was 
proud of my teammates and 
how we all responded. No 
one told us to do anything, 
we just went out there and 
did it.”

McNary head coach Mi-
guel Camarena added:“That 
was a beautiful thing to see. 
Everyone was helping. It 
speaks to the quality of boys 
we have here at McNary.” 

McNary boys soccer helps 
prevent potential fl ood
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The McNary boys soccer team stepped up to help prevent fl oodding during a rainstorm at 
Westview High School on Tuesday, Sept. 10.

Contreras carries Claggett Creek to comeback victory 
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Claggett Creek quarterback Jacob Allen stiff-arms a Straub defender in the Panthers 18-14 victory over Straub on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18.

By MATT RAWLINGS

Of the Keizertimes
With their backs against the 

wall in the opening period, the 
Claggett Creek football squad 
gave a gutsy performance in the 
fi nal three quarters.

After trail-
ing 14-0, the 
Panthers scored 
18 unanswered 
points to claim 
the comeback 
victory in their 
season open-
er, beating 
Straub 18-14 
on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18.

C l a g g e t t 
Creek quarter-
back Jacob Al-
len connected 
with Izeyah Contreras for all 
three Panther touchdowns.  

“These boys played tough. 
Down 14-0, it was a big deal for 
these guys to keep fi ghting. We 
could have easily given up, but 
the boys fought back,” Claggett 
Creek head coach Aaron Carr 
said. 

The Panthers got off to a 
rocky start, fumbling the ball 
inside their own 10-yard line on 
the opening offensive posses-
sion. Straub took advantage by 
scoring on the following play.

On their next drive, Claggett 
Creek elected to go for it on 
fourth down deep in their own 
territory. Allen’s throw over the 
middle was batted down by a 

Straub defender and the Pan-
thers were forced to turn the 
ball over on downs.

Claggett Creek continued to 
shoot themselves in the foot as 
a face mask penalty gave Straub 
the ball in the red zone. Straub 

scored mo-
ments later to 
take a 14-0 lead 
with less then a 
minute remain-
ing in the fi rst 
quarter.

But on the 
following se-
ries, Claggett 
Creek was able 
to seize a little 
momentum.

With the 
ball on the Pan-
thers 40-yard 

line, Allen hit Contreras down-
fi eld on a deep out route. Con-
treras made a man miss, cut back 
against the grain and went 60 
yards to the house for the score, 
trimming the defi cit to 14-6.

The Panthers defense forced 
Straub to go three-and-out on 
their next possession, which 
went from bad to worse as the 
Straub center snapped the ball 
over the punter’s head on fourth 
down, which gave Claggett 
Creek the ball on the 15-yard 
line.

Two plays letter, Allen 
wanted to take another shot 
downfi eld for Contreras on 
a fade rout, even though the 

“It speaks to 

the quality  

of boys we 

have here at 

McNary.”

 — Miguel Camarena
McNary head coach
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Trinity Kampstra (12) and Taylor Ebbs (7) set up the block in McNary’s 3-1 loss against Sprague. 

Celts steal a set from Olys
By MATT RAWLINGS

Of the Keizertimes
The McNary volleyball 

squad knew they were in for a 
challenge when 
they faced off 
against Sprague 
on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18. The 
Olympians were 
the state runner 
up last season 
and came into 
their match with 
the Celtics un-
defeated in con-
ference play.

Even though 
Sprague even-
tually won the 
match 25-15, 
25-9, 22-25, 25-
15, McNary was thrilled to be 
able to take a set against a state 
title contender. 

“I’m happy with how we 
competed and how we ex-
ecuted our game play. They 
defi nitely played with a lot 

of fi re,” McNary head coach 
Crystal DeMello said. “That 
still isn’t the cleanest we have 
played, but I’m excited that 

they have 
raised the bar 
for them-
selves.”

C h l o e 
Mar t inda le 
set the tone 
for the Celt-
ics early on 
with a pair of 
stuff blocks 
to open up 
the fi rst set. 
H o w e v e r , 
Sprague ral-
lied to score 
six straight 
points to take 

control.
A nifty kill by Maddison 

Corpe stopped the Sprague 
run, but with their dynamic 
hitters and offensive attack, 
the Olympians took the fi rst 
set by 10 points.

It appeared that Sprague 
might easily sweep the Celtics 
in straight sets after winning 
the second set 25-9, but in the 
third game, McNary proved 
that they could hang with the 
Olympians. 

“We had nothing to lose, 
literally. So we came back and 
worked together as a team, 
not as individuals,” Martindale 
said. 

Zoie Warner started off 
the third set by scoring four 
straight points with a pair of 
kills, as well as two aces. Mo-
ments later, back-to-back kills 
by Taylor Ebbs put the Celtics 
up 14-7 and forced Sprague 
head coach Anne Olsen to use 
a timeout. 

“With rally scoring it’s all 
about momentum and how 
many positive things you 
can string together. The girls 
took advantage of the op-
portunities they were given,”
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“We could 

have easily 

given up, 

but the boys 

fought back.”

 — Aaron Carr

Claggett head coach
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“Our team 

goal was to 

take at least a 

set off every 

team in the 

league.”

 — Chloe Martindale

McNary middle blocker


