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Qualill tyt senior lill viv ni g foff r thtt ose who havevv rerr ached tht e age of sixii tyt -two.

Come See the Finest in Senior Living
CALL (503) 390 -1300

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
“ This community is beautiful and the whole staff is so attentive

and caring! As a family member, I always want the very best

for my Mom and I know that we have found an incredible

place where I know that she is happy and well-cared for.

The atmosphere is engaging and respectful and it is so good

to know that Mom is in such good hands. I would highly 

recommend this community to anyone!” — HEIDI C.

1165 McGee Ct NE, Keizer, OR  •  www.VillageAtKeizerRidge.com
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SATURDAYFREE 2019 SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES

GATES
OPEN
5:00 pm

SHOW
STARTS
6:30 pm

SOUTHERN-FRIED 

BLUES ROCKER

AT KEIZER RAPIDS PARK
KEIZER ROTARY AMPHITHEATER

SPONSORS

TITLE SPONSOR

PRESENTED BY

Santiam Brewing • Focus Consulting • Rasmussen Spray Service • Brown Insurance

Rich Duncan Construction • Salem Electric • Highway Fuel • City of Keizer • UPS Store

Legacy Real Estate • Walsh & Associates • R Bauer Insurance • Lulay’s Car Connection

Casamigos Mexican Restaurant • Columbia Bank • Uptown Music • KSLM 104.3 FM

Keizer Monthly • Keizer Vision Source • Willamette Valley Bank • JC’s Pizzaria

SOUTHERN-FRIED SOUTHERN-FRIED SOUTHERN-FRIED SOUTHERN-FRIED SOUTHERN-FRIED SOUTHERN-FRIED 

BLUES ROCKERBLUES ROCKERBLUES ROCKERBLUES ROCKER       TY
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Memorial Centers ◆ Cremation & Burial

Simplicity  -  Convenience  -  Low Cost

simple
cremation

simple direct
burial

traditional
funeral

 ◆ $595

 ◆ $895

 ◆ $2965

Privately Owned Cremation Facility

Family Owned – Family Focused

“Easy Online Arrangements”

CrownMemorialBurial.com

Salem Portland Eastside

Tualatin Tigard Milwaukie

275 Lancaster Dr. SE

Salem, OR 97317

(503) 581-6265

832 NE Broadway

Portland, OR  97232

(503) 783-3393

1433 SE 122nd Ave.

Portland, OR 97233

(503) 783-6865

8970 SW Tualatin

Sherwood Rd.

Tualatin, OR 97062 

(503) 885-7800

12995 SW Pacifi c Hwy

Tigard, OR 97223

(503) 783-6869

16475 SE McLoughlin Blvd.

Milwaukie, OR 97267

(503) 653-7076

BY LAUREN MURPHY 

Of the Keizertimes
After 20 hours of driving, 

two border check points and 
what felt like a thousand bath-
room breaks, we fi nally made 
it. The Overfl ow Student 
Ministries short-term mis-
sion team was in Mexico’s San 
Quintín, Baja California.

Our hosts, Mike Fink and 
his family, the founders of 
Go Missions to Mexico, wel-
comed us when we arrived; 
we got our dorm assignments, 
unpacked the trailer and got 
ready for the best part of the 
day, dinner.

After dinner we had an 
orientation about basic do’s 
and don’ts: do burn every-
thing that’s not food scraps 
or metal, don’t fl ush the toilet 
paper.

The fi rst full day that we 
were there we had two more 
orientations: one about the 
culture and another about the 
rules of ministry. We met the 
church we’d be serving with, 
C apilla Calvario (Calvary 
Chapel) and joined them for 
their service.

It was a particularly ten-
der moment; two years ago 
our youth group took a team 
down to San  Quintín; they 
helped build the building the 
church meets in for service. 
There were a lot of tears and 
excitement walking into the 
service.

Everyday at least two of 
our team members would 
give their testimonies which 
were translated into Span-
ish; either at Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) or during the 
church service. Myself and 
Isabel Lopez, an incoming se-
nior at McNary High School, 
were the fi rst of our team to 
give our testimonies on Sun-

day morning before the con-
gregation.

“While I was giving my 
testimony I was nervous. In 
my soul I knew that what 
I was saying was going to 
touch the hearts of some 
people, maybe only a few, so 
I wanted for my words to do 
it justice,” Isabel said. “The 
beautiful thing is they were 
God’s words through me. 
Nonetheless it was the ner-
vousness you have when you 

know with absolute certainty 
that you are doing something 
right. Something you are 
meant to do.”

We blitzed the communi-
ty after service to invite the 
neighborhood to the VBS.

The second full day was 
when we started work. Our 
group of 25 was split in two; 
half of us stayed at the church 
to help build their multipur-
pose rooms and the other half 
evangelized in the neighbor-

hoods.
Despite the fact that I go 

to Salem Evangelical Church, 
evangelism was defi nitely a 
challenge. Throw in the lan-
guage barrier and I was way 
out of my depth.

Thankfully between our 
guide’s broken English, our 
broken Spanish and the grace 
of God we were able to com-
municate.

One of the coolest parts 
was when we’d pray for the 
community members. One of 
the leaders in our evangelism 
team, Jon Troncoso, is fl uent 
in Spanish.

“God understands all the 
languages,” he would say. “But 
I’ll translate what they say so 

you can understand, too.”
Our teams switched every 

other day so that each group 
did two days of evangelism 
and two days of work.

The next day my team 
stayed at the church to work. 
The church had hired con-
tractors and they taught us 
how to mix cement and plas-
ter walls.

The head pastor of the 
church taught us how to 
fi nish the walls. After the ce-
ment was mostly dry, we’d 
take a damp sponge and rub 
the sand off the wall, which 
would smooth out any cracks 
or bumps in the wall.

Each team would do their 
assigned task until about 
noon when we’d break for 
lunch. Some of the women in 
the church made lunch for us 

and the other workers; which 
was the closest to heaven I’ve 
ever been.

In our cultural orienta-
tion, they told us everything 
in Mexico has a low level of 
chaos, which is exactly how 
VBS felt. During the week, 
the number of students grew 
from 20 to 100 kids.

We taught  VBS students 
after lunch. That was the one 
place that didn’t feel new or 
different; whether you’re in 
America or Mexico kids want 
to play with you  because 
you’re older, which automati-
cally makes you cool.

“The best part for me was 
there was this little boy who 
didn’t want to go down the 
slide, despite not speaking any 
Spanish I was able to encour-
age him and by the end he 
was fl ying down that thing,” 
said Sarah Zemanek said, a re-
cent high school graduate and 
team member.

Mia Troncoso, a team 
member who gave her testi-
mony on the church service 
on Wednesday night said, “I’ve 
never shared my testimony 
in front of that many people 
before. It was defi nitely nerve 
wracking, but once I took 
a deep breath and thought 
about what I was doing there 

Student ministry spends week in Mexico 

Submitted

Members of Salem Evangelical’s Overfl ow Student Ministries break for a photo between teach-
ing VBS classes and helping build a new church. 

Please see MEXICO, Page A7


