JUNE 7, 2019, KEIZERTIMES, PAGE A5

KeizerCommunity

KEIZERTIMES.COM

By MATT RAWLINGS
Of the Keizertimes

Since 1994, the Salem-
Keizer School District holds
the Turnaround Achievement
Awards every year to recognize
middle and high school
students  that  demonstrate
effort, commitment and
perseverance in the face of
adversity — recipients of this
award show improvement in
their academics, as well as their
attitude and behavior.

One student from each
middle and high school in the
district is selected for the award.
When it came time for assistant
principal ~ Susanne  Stefani
to nominate someone from
McNary High, Melissa Morgan
was the name that stood above
the rest.

“Melissa  was one that
jumped out in our minds as
someone who has really turned
around,” Stefani said. “She may
have not had a solid start here,
but she always had staff that
believed in her and somehow
stepped through it.”

“She just decided that it was
time to grow up.”

On Tuesday, May 7, Morgan
was  officially  recognized
as  McNarys  Turnaround
student award winner during
a ceremony at the Keizer
Community Center.

“When I first got the award I
had a mix of emotions. I didn’t
feel like I deserved it. I felt like
there’s other kids out there
that have been through worse,”
Morgan said. “After receiving
the award and thinking on
it, I started thinking of all the
stupid stuff I've done and then I
thought about myself now and I
see the difference that everyone
else sees.”

Stefani  and ~ Morgan’s
first interaction came in the
discipline office when Morgan
was a freshman. Though their
relationship might have gotten
oft to a rocky start, Morgan has
developed a great rapport with
her assistant principal.

“Having Susanne in my
corner this year really pushed
me to try and be my best
because she’s never scared to call
me out when I mess up. I truly
appreciate all the support she’s
given me,” Morgan said.

Along with improving her
academics, Morgan has also
been in the McNary girls
basketball program for the
last three vyears. This season
was her Morgan’s first year on
the varsity team — which she
credits as playing a big role in
her in her turnaround.

“Being  involved  with
basketball and these girls helped
me out more than words can
describe. They are my family
and I'll always hold them in

my heart,” Morgan said. “The
girls were always there for
me and never gave up on me.
They supported me through
everything and never judged
my past.”

“The girls always made sure
I was doing good in my classes
and in school. They helped calm
me down if [ was ever angry
and wanted to yell at someone.
They helped mold me into the
person I am today.”

But arguably the most
important thing she did all year
wasn’t in the classroom or on
the basketball court.

Back in December, Morgan
was riding with some of her
teammates back to school
after attending a breakfast at
Willamette ~ University. The
girls stopped at Dutch Bros to
get coffee, but on the way back
to the school, Morgan spotted
a special needs student at
McNary that looked to be in a
potentially dangerous situation.

“While I was looking at
her, I noticed a guy walking
behind her and he grabbed a
shirt and put it around his head.
I remember thinking like ‘what
the heck’and then I just got this
weird feeling that something
wasn’t right,” Morgan said.

As the man was approaching
this student, Morgan and her
teammates sprung into action
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by driving up to the student and
yelling for her to get in the car
just before the man reached to
grab her.

“I got really nervous because
he was reaching towards her to
grab her, so I yelled for her to
get in the car,” Morgan said. “I
remember putting my car keys
in my knuckles and unbuckled
(the seat belt) and was ready to
jump out of the car and help
her if he did grab her”

Morgan and her teammates
got the student safely back to the
school, where they immediately
told office staft what had just
occurred.

“We got the police on it
and they ended up confronting
him,” Stefani said. “He did have
convictions and was a scary dude
... We just were complementing
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the girls for making that call in
the moment and choosing to do
the right thing.”

Morgan has defied the odds
to be a success both inside and
outside of school, and it has
been easy for the McNary staff
to take notice.

“Remarkable doesn’t even
begin to describe Melissa. I have

McNary senior honored for making U-turn
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McNary Vice Principal Susanne Stefani with Melissa Morgan
and Turnaround Award sponsor Don Lebold.

seen this young woman undergo
an  amazing transformation
in the three years that I have
known her,” McNary teacher
Rebecca  Chrowl said.  “I
couldn’t be more proud of how
far she has come and what she

has accomplished during her
time at McNary. I will for sure
miss her when she graduates,
but I know that she will use
her powers for good and will
influence others with her
sparkle.”
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SPORTING GOODS

2019 RICKREALL GUN SHOW, Sat.,
June 8, 9-5. Sun., June 9, 9-3.
Adults $7 (Kids under 12 FREE) FREE
PARKING Polk County Fairgrounds,
Rickreall, OR 503-623-3048.  onc

LAWN SERVICES

Jim’s Lawn Service — Complete
lawn and garden care. Yard
cleanups, mowing, pruning, bark
dusting. Serving Keizer since
1984. Voted “Best in Keizer!”
503-990-2752. o

SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
844-239-9335 or  http://www.
dental50plus.com/25 Ad# 6118. onac

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-888-986-4285. ONAC

Western  Exterminator: providing
pest control solutions since 1921.
Protect your home from termites,
ants, spiders, fleas, roaches and
more—365 days a year! Call
1-877-234-2178 to schedule your
FREE Pest Inspection. ONAC

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. CALL
1-844-269-0236. ONAC

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN*
with AT&T Next® and AT&T Next
Every Year #8480 1) Pick Your New
Phone. 2) Pick Your Plan. (*Req's
well-qualified credit. Limits & restr's
apply.) CALL 1-855-593-4474.  onac

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-844-533-9173.

ONAC

SERVICES

Frontier Communications Internet
Bundles. Serious Speed! Serious
Value! Broadband Max - $19.99/
mo or Broadband Ultra - $67.97/mo.
Both Include FREE Wi Fi Router. CALL
For Details! - 1-855-972-6641. onac

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand (w/SELECT All Included
Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt?l
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-855-502-2578.

ONAC

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-977-9436. ONAC

Craftmatic Adjustable Beds for less!
Up to 50% Off Leading Competitors.
#1 Rated Adjustable Bed. Trusted
Over 40 Years. All Mattress Types
Available. Shop by Phone and SAVE!
CALL 1-877-808-3466. oNAC

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-888-651-5669.

ONAC

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art
features & no audiologist needed.
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL
1-866-799-5056. oNAC

Financial Benefits for those facing
serious illness. You may qualify for a
Living Benefit Loan today (up to 50
percent of your Life Insurance Policy
Death Benefit.) Free Information.
CALL 1-855-284-5304. oNAC

Applying for Social Security Disability
or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys, 1-855-548-
1237! FREE Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]..  onac

WorshipDirectory

These Salem-Keizer houses of worship invite you to visit. Call to list your church in our Worship Directory: (503) 390-1051

SERVICES

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed Internet
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD
DVR Included. FREE Installation.
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
373-9175. oNAC

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920. Book manuscript
submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your Free
Author's Guide 1-844-803-4427 or
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/Oregon.

ONAC

RUMMAGE SALE

Spring Meadow Estates Annual
Park-Wide Sale. Friday-Saturday,
June 7-8, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 1535
Garwood Way, Keizer. 0607

BACKYARD SALE

Ladies Trek Bike, Wool Blankets,
Tools, and Lots More! Friday, May
31 and Saturday, June 1. Starts at
9 am both days, 1365 Country Glen
Ave NE, Keizer. 0531

MISCELLANEOUS

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to
the Humane Society. Call 1-877-
246-1527. ONAC

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANGER! Help United Breast
Foundation education, prevention,
& support programs. FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-855-252-2579. omc

AUTO FOR SALE

2013 Toyota
RAV4 — $12,500
Under 150K Miles.
Mostly Highway Miles.
New Tires, Brakes.
Contact Malia at 253-442-3434

0524

KEIZER CLEAR LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

P - a member of Open Door

Churches of Salem-Keizer

(e]e]=IgW REV. ALYSSA BAKER, Lead Pastor
door .
ol Services are Sunday at 10 am
T (Nursery & Sunday School for Children)

7920 Wheatland Rd N - 503-393-2402 - www.kclumc.org

JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP

8:30 am ¢ 10 am ¢ 1I:30 am * 6 pm

PEOPLESCHURCH

4500 LANCASTER DR NE | SALEM
5083.304.4000 - www.peopleschurch.com

Faith Lutheran Church, eLca
4505 River Road N, Keizer + 503-393-4507
www.FLCkeizer.org

Nn
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Pastor Linda Matz Easterling
Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service -10:00 am

SUNDAY
SERVICES

_—a
dayspring [ |
fellowship

Children’s Programs, Student and Adult Ministries

1755 Lockhaven Dr. NE Keizer
503-390-3900

www.dayspringfellowship.com

9:00 am

and

10:45 am

SAINT EDWARD Catholic
. 393-5323
—1 5303 River Rd. N., Keizer

John Knox Presbyterian Church
452 Cummings Lane North ¢ 393-0404

U

Rev. Dr. John Neal, Pastor

www.KeizerChristian.org

Worship and Children's Church » 10:00 a.m.
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, - Fri.

Father Gary L. Zerr, Pastor E—— Edlﬁ:{%hripH-OL?1_38:1asmélm.
|
! La Misa en Espafiol: 12:30 p.m. www.keizerjkpres.org
Keizer Christian Church S0
(Disciples of Christ) o COUNTRYSIDE \’S(;(l)lll';i}?ly
6945 Wheatland Rd. NE  393.6843 QM) eoiwstan. oo Services

countrysidechristianchurch.org
Corner of Lockhaven and McLeod, KEIZER » (503) 540-1989




