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As a middle school student, Hugo 

Nicolas made a vow to himself. 

“I told myself that even if people reject 

me or deny me things, I will still do my 

best to uphold the values of this country. 

I would like to help this nation be better 

because it gave me so many 

opportunities and 

helped me see the 

world in a different 

way,” Nicolas said. 

“Right now, it's 

hard because I love 

this country. It's just 

so bittersweet. My 

emotions are mixed.”

In August 2012, 

two months after 

graduating from McNary High School, 

Nicolas enrolled in a then-new program, 

called Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA), authorized through 

executive action by President Barack 

Obama. DACA did not confer or create 

a path to citizenship for undocumented 

children brought to the United States 

before their 16th birthdays, but it was 

a huge shift for Nicolas. At age 11, he 

walked across a desert hand-in-hand 

with his mother, through a barbed wire 
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Saturday, Sept. 9, is a day 

that Robert Johnson will 

remember for a while. 

After overseeing a huge 

group of volunteers removing 

wood chips from the Big Toy, 

the Keizer parks supervisor 

was on his way home driving 

past Carlson Skate Park 

when something unexpected 

happened.

“I saw this head pop up over 

the ramps when someone did 

a trick off the center diamond. 

It was the fi rst time I've seen 

the kids doing tricks like that 

in years,” Johnson eagerly 

told city councilors and parks 

board members during a tour 

of parks Monday, Sept. 11. 

Johnson stopped his car and 

pulled into the parking lot to 

watch the kids and adults make 

use of the newly-rehabbed 

facility. Within a few minutes 

he was outside his car taking 

with people using the park for 

the fi rst time in a while. 

“This park had become 

a scooter park because the 

scooters are the only ones 

Skate park work

breathes new life

into local scene
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Keizer Parks Supervisor Robert Johnson talks with members of the Keizer City Council and 

Keizer Parks Boiard during a tour of parks Monday, Sept. 11. 
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Austin Bibens -Dirkx 

warmed up six different times 

in the Rangers bullpen before 

he was fi nally called to the 

mound to make his Major 

League debut on May 17 in 

Texas. 

As a 32-year-old rookie, 

who spent more than 11 years 

in the minors, Bibens-Dirkx 

was used to waiting. 

“I had a 

smile on my 

face pretty 

much the 

whole time,” 

Bibens-Dirkx 

said of his 

fi rst appear-

ance in the big 

leagues, which 

came in the top of the ninth 

inning with the Rangers lead-

ing 9-2. “It was the perfect 

time. They always try to give 

you a soft landing when you 

make your debut and not put 

you in a high pressure situa-

tion. I had to take a step back 

after my warmup pitches off 

the mound to take everything 

in, take a deep breath and then 

get back on.”

After a called strike on his 

fi rst pitch, Bibens-Dirkx hit 

Philadelphia Phillies outfi elder 

Aaron Altherr with his second. 

But Bibens-Dirkx followed up 

with a strikeout on a curveball 

and got outfi elder Michael 

Saunders to pop out to the 

catcher. With two outs, third 

baseman Maikel Franco hit a 

e 

“ I want to prove people

 wrong and say you should

 have given me a chance.”

 
— Austin Bibens-Dirkx

ABOVE: Austin Bibens-Dirkx, 

a McNary graduate and for-

mer Keizer Little Leaguer, 

pitches for the Texas Rangers  

after more than 11 seasons in 

the minor leagues. 

    STAR-TELEGRAM/Paul Moseley

RIGHT: Bibens-Dirkx, right,  

played on Roland Herrera's, 

eague Ju-
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did, but with differing reasons. 
“As a student, I feel as safe as possible 

because we have great security and we 
have a teacher who served in the military. 
I feel safe here because of the people we 
have here,” Hodges said. 

“I feel like Whiteaker is a very safe 
school. My mom was worried because she 
heard some people were saying they were 
going to shoot kids during the walkouts. 
That made me worried, but I feel safe here 
and I want other kids to feel safe in their 
schools,” Boyd said.

Hodges said she wanted the students 
who participated in the walkout to feel 
empowered after it was over. 

“I hope that they realize that it’s not 
only high schoolers. Some of us think we 
can’t say something because we are only in 
middle school, but I wanted them to real-
ize that they can still have an opinion and 
a voice on these things,” Boyd said.

More than 200 students walked out at 
McNary High School. They stood in si-
lence for 17 minutes in front of the school. 

Faith Danner, a junior, who orga-
nized the walk out, made 17 numerical 
signs, one for every victim in the school 
shooting at Parkland. Other signs read 
“Fear has no place in our school” and 
“#Never Again.”

“There was a lot more people than I was 
expecting,” Danner said. “I was really im-
pressed. I was really happy. I think a lot of 
it was by example. I think a lot of people 
became leaders today.”

Danner walked out to show her support 
of Parkland and because she no longer feels 
safe at school. 

“I hope that we make an impact,” she 
said. “We have enough people that I know 
someone will see it and hopefully the legis-
latures will see it and want to make a differ-
ence and see that we want a difference and 
we have a voice.”

Students at Claggett Creek Middle 
School also fi led out of the building at 10 
a.m. and stood in silence for 17 minutes. 

Several blocks of Chemawa 
Road Northeast were closed 
for several hours and traffi c 
was diverted. 

At a Keizer City Council 
meeting Monday, March 20, 
KPD Chief John Teague said 
the facts of the shooting were 
being presented to a grand 
jury this week. The grand jury 
will review the facts and evi-
dence related to the shooting 
and make a determination as 
to whether it was justifi ed. 

Filmore and lay down in the 
grass where he continued to 
masturbate. 

Once police back-up ar-
rived, the man was taken into 
c u s t o d y 
without in-
cident. Of-
fi cers also 
learned Mc-
Cord had 
a public 
i ndecency 
conviction 
in 2010 and 
was a regis-
tered sex of-
fender.  

M a r -
tin has a 
c r i m i n a l 
record dat-
ing back to 
at least 1997. Convictions in-
clude: assault, burglary, theft 
and multiple counts of driving 
infractions and possession of 
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Students at Whiteaker Middle School listen as organizers of a walkout read the names and brief biographies of those killed at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.

WALKOUT,
continued from Page A1

Further updates were ex-
pected for after press time Fri-
day, March 23. 

The last time a Keizer of-
fi cer was involved in the 
shooting of a suspect was June 
2016. The offi cer involved was 
found to have been justifi ed in 
the use of deadly force when 
he confronted a suspect armed 
with a knife after commission 
of an armed robbery. It is only 
the fourth incident of a Keiz-
er offi cer using deadly force 
since the department was 
formed in the early 1980s. It is 
the fi rst fatality as the result of 
such action. 

SHOOT,
continued from Page A1

oddhistory
Why do we call voyeurs 
Peeping Toms?

The original Peeping Tom 
was a tailor who disobeyed 
orders to remain in doors 
while Lady Godiva rode 
nude through the streets of 
Coventry, England, to pro-
test her husband’s oppressive 
taxation. The story is likely 
fi ctitious, but the name stuck. 

ARREST,
continued from Page A1

controlled substances. 
He was fi rst convicted of 

private indecency in 2006. 
Convictions for public inde-
cency followed in 2010 and 
2012. Details on the previ-
ous incidents were unavailable 
through court records online. 

McCord was transported 
to Marion 
C o u n t y 
C o r r e c -
tional Facil-
ity where he 
was charged 
with fi rst- 
and second-
degree crim-
inal trespass 
( P e e p i n g 
Tom), pub-
lic inde-
cency, and 
third degree 
c r i m i n a l 
mischief. 

About 9 
a.m. Sunday, a third caller re-
ported fi nding the suspect’s 
clothing in the backyard of 
residence on Wolf Street north. 

Planned restrooms with 
fl ushing toilets in a Keizer 
park, a fi rst for the city, hit a 
snag when city staff opened 
bids on the project. 

Every bid exceeded the 
planned budget by at least 
$100,000 for the restrooms 
and septic system. The grant-
funded project had a projected 
cost of $223,400, the low bid 
was $329,609

“A lot of that is to do with 

a booming economy and a 
summer build project,” John-
son said, at a meeting of the 
Keizer Parks Advisory Board 
on March 12. 

In an attempt to save mon-
ey, the city threw out the bids 
and will rebid the project at a 
later date. 

“We’ll rebid it for fall, win-
ter, spring and hope to get the 
price down a little bit,” John-
son said. 

Park restrooms delayed


