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As a middle school student, Hugo 

Nicolas made a vow to himself. 

“I told myself that even if people reject 

me or deny me things, I will still do my 

best to uphold the values of this country. 

I would like to help this nation be better 

because it gave me so many 

opportunities and 

helped me see the 

world in a different 

way,” Nicolas said. 

“Right now, it's 

hard because I love 

this country. It's just 

so bittersweet. My 

emotions are mixed.”

In August 2012, 

two months after 

graduating from McNary High School, 

Nicolas enrolled in a then-new program, 

called Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA), authorized through 

executive action by President Barack 

Obama. DACA did not confer or create 

a path to citizenship for undocumented 

children brought to the United States 

before their 16th birthdays, but it was 

a huge shift for Nicolas. At age 11, he 

walked across a desert hand-in-hand 

with his mother, through a barbed wire 
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Saturday, Sept. 9, is a day 

that Robert Johnson will 

remember for a while. 

After overseeing a huge 

group of volunteers removing 

wood chips from the Big Toy, 

the Keizer parks supervisor 

was on his way home driving 

past Carlson Skate Park 

when something unexpected 

happened.

“I saw this head pop up over 

the ramps when someone did 

a trick off the center diamond. 

It was the fi rst time I've seen 

the kids doing tricks like that 

in years,” Johnson eagerly 

told city councilors and parks 

board members during a tour 

of parks Monday, Sept. 11. 

Johnson stopped his car and 

pulled into the parking lot to 

watch the kids and adults make 

use of the newly-rehabbed 

facility. Within a few minutes 

he was outside his car taking 

with people using the park for 

the fi rst time in a while. 

“This park had become 

a scooter park because the 

scooters are the only ones 

Skate park work

breathes new life

into local scene
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Keizer Parks Supervisor Robert Johnson talks with members of the Keizer City Council and 

Keizer Parks Boiard during a tour of parks Monday, Sept. 11. 
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me or deny me things, I will still do my 

best to uphold the values of this country. 

I would like to help this nation be better 

because it gave me so many 

opportunities and 

helped me see the 

world in a different 

way,” Nicolas said. 

“Right now, it's 

hard because I love 

this country. It's just 

so bittersweet. My 
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two months after 
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Arrivals (DACA), authorized through 

executive action by President Barack 

Obama. DACA did not confer or create 

a path to citizenship for undocumented 
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Keizer Parks Supervisor Robert Johnson talks with members of the Keizer City Council and 

Keizer Parks Boiard during a tour of parks Monday, Sept. 11. 
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Austin Bibens -Dirkx 

warmed up six different times 

in the Rangers bullpen before 

he was fi nally called to the 

mound to make his Major 

League debut on May 17 in 

Texas. 

As a 32-year-old rookie, 

who spent more than 11 years 

in the minors, Bibens-Dirkx 

was used to waiting. 

“I had a 

smile on my 

face pretty 

much the 

whole time,” 

Bibens-Dirkx 

said of his 

fi rst appear-

ance in the big 

leagues, which 

came in the top of the ninth 

inning with the Rangers lead-

ing 9-2. “It was the perfect 

time. They always try to give 

you a soft landing when you 

make your debut and not put 

you in a high pressure situa-

tion. I had to take a step back 

after my warmup pitches off 

the mound to take everything 

in, take a deep breath and then 

get back on.”

After a called strike on his 

fi rst pitch, Bibens-Dirkx hit 

Philadelphia Phillies outfi elder 

Aaron Altherr with his second. 

But Bibens-Dirkx followed up 

with a strikeout on a curveball 

and got outfi elder Michael 

Saunders to pop out to the 

catcher. With two outs, third 

baseman Maikel Franco hit a 

eld to score 

“ I want to prove people

 wrong and say you should

 have given me a chance.”

 
— Austin Bibens-Dirkx

ABOVE: Austin Bibens-Dirkx, 

a McNary graduate and for-

mer Keizer Little Leaguer, 

pitches for the Texas Rangers  

after more than 11 seasons in 

the minor leagues. 
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RIGHT: Bibens-Dirkx, right,  

played on Roland Herrera's, 

eague Ju-

ONE KEIZER LITTLE LEAGUER’S EPIC JOURNEY TO BECOMING

A 32 YEAR-OLD ROOKIE IN MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

Happy 

Independence

Day!
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