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STUDY,

Drive to McNary Estates Drive
North on River Road North.

Keizer ~ Senior  Planner
Shane Witham said the study is
an attempt to update and bring
into alignment previous devel-
opment plans covering those
areas.

“It might be a single plan
for all three areas or a difter-
ent plan for each one, but I'm
expecting that we will end up
with a package of text that
changes how we implement
regulations in the identified ar-
eas,” Witham said.

Depending on how resi-
dents want the areas devel-
oped, it might mean substantial
changes to how new develop-
ments are constructed — with
residences on top of com-
mercial spaces — to aesthetic
changes like a wider palette of
color options or increased at-
tention to landscaping.

One key aspect of the study
will be how the changes tie
into the area’s transportation
systems. The study is being
funded through an Oregon

Transportation and Growth
Management (TGM) grant.

“Since it's a TGM-funded
program, transportation is a
piece of it as well as some
traffic engineering, and we're
hoping that can achieve a little
greater density or develop-
ment that could accommodate
the growth needs the city has,”
Witham said.“We're not trying
to meet all the (growth) needs,
but we can look at creative
design and capitalize on rede-
velopment that accommodate
residences on top (of commer-
cial development).”

While Witham and Com-
munity Development Director
Nate Brown are just begin-
ning a series of weekly meet-
ings with Portland-based Otak
consultants to come up with
specific dates, two groups need
to be assembled. One is a group
of about 10 Keizer stakehold-
ers who will advise on the
overall scope of the study, the
second is a handful of commu-
nity members who will form
a Community Advisory Com-
mittee and review the output
of the study and make the final
recommendation to the Keizer
City Council to accept it.

In addition to those, group

time is being set aside for
public meeting to gather ad-
ditional input, but the dates
are not yet certain. For those
who are shy about speaking in
public, other outlets are being
planned as well.

“We also expect that we
will be rolling out a project
website to solicit comment,’
‘Witham said.

Given a city budget that is
silo-ed and spoken for long
before it ever reaches the dais
of the city council, Witham is
also hoping the visioning pro-
cess includes talk about fund-
ing.
“I'm hoping there will be
a candid conversation about
how the needle gets moved
financially and we discuss the
tools and implementation
strategies that are possible,”
Witham said.

The last substantial fund-
ing Keizer had available for
economic development came
from an urban renewal district
that has since been disbanded.
Still, the idea of creating a vi-
sion for River Road is hardly
new.

“There is a lot of work that
has gone into River Road over
the past 20 years and it took

a lot to get it to this point,
against a lot of opposition in
some ways,” Brown said.

The last major effort took
place just after the turn of the
millennium. It was known
as River Road Renaissance
and while the project made
some strides in revitalizing
River Road, the few lasting
impacts were incorporating
ideas like meandering side-
walks and stamped sidewalks
across driveways into the de-
velopment code. Other ideas
like creating defined districts
along River Road struggled to
get off the ground and didn't
stick after The Great Reces-
sion gutted the urban renewal
budget.

Brown stressed that while
the substance of the conversa-
tion will deal with the some-
times dull language of Keizer's
development code, the chang-
es made will come from com-
munal vision.

“For this to have any mean-
ing, people have to participate.
The reality is that we intend
to change the way Keizer does
business along River Road,”
Brown said. “For that we have
to have the community in-
volvement.”

GCONVO,

and open lines of communi-
cation. The Community Con-
versation will include infor-
mation from the city on what
has been done in the past, but
there will be an emphasis on
“open mic” time for attendees
to offer ideas.

Thomspon said that even
within the Chamber there is a
wide range of ideas regarding
what to do about River Road.

“It runs the spectrum from
some who want pedestrian
malls to others who are will-
ing to accept it as it is now,’
Thompson said. “The thing
that folks seemed to gel
around was facade and land-
scape improvements.”

As recently as a decade
ago, Keizer doled out match-
ing grants for businesses along
River Road to make such im-
provements using funds from

a now-defunct urban renewal
district. Urban renewal dis-
tricts are special taxing dis-
tricts funded by incremental
taxes. When a district is estab-
lished property values within
the boundary are frozen by
the county assessor when the
district starts. As property val-
ues increase, the difference
between the frozen value and
the new value goes to the dis-
trict rather than the city or
county.

The prior Keizer urban re-
newal district, which was used
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to fund dramatic improve-
ments along Cherry Avenue
Northeast and put utility
infrastructure  underground
along River Road North, fell
victim to the Great Recession
and later was used to bail out
a developer at Keizer Station
who defaulted on city-backed
loans.

Thompson said the idea of
a new Urban Renewal Dis-
trict was not out of the ques-
tion in regard to a new River
Road vision, but that it was
important to have a vision in
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place before figuring out how
to fund it.

“We're pretty early in this
process, but the relationship
between the city and chamber
is strengthening already. After
the Community Conversa-
tion, we want to partner with
city staff and figure out exactly
what we hope to do and how
to do it,” Thompson said.

EIGHT: Keizer vet’s kindness
cited in recovery

(Continued from Page Al)
another option and his next
stop — Keizer's Willamette Valley
Animal Hospital (WVAH).
Laudon had called WVAH as
well because he's taken other
pets to the veterinarians there
when he was a Keizer resident.

“I opened up the door and
they asked, “Are you Ryan?”
Laudon said.

Malibu ended up in the
care of Dr. Sydney Lee at
WVAH. Keizertimes reached
out to Lee to talk about what
happened next, but we were
unable to connect by press
time. Regardless, the damage
was even worse than Laudon
suspected.

Malibu had his right rear leg
and part of his hip amputated
— an operation Laudon suspects
would have cost easily four
figures — and the clinic charged
only $165, and included a full
round of shots, neutering and
pain medication to take home.

In the days after the
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operation, Malibu was groggy
but resting at the Laudon home
where he's already learned to
use a litter pan despite his injury.

“He's just really started
getting to the point where he
will lay on that side, but I told
the vet he's never going outside
again. He's been the best thing
ever,” Laudon said.

Malibu is confined to a
corner right now in a makeshift
corral, but he probably doesn't
feel like moving much at any
rate. He'll have limited space
to explore for two weeks,
but is expected to make a full
recovery even though he'll have
to figure out how to manage
with only three legs.

“He is going to be treated
like royalty around here, but
(Dr. Lee) was so great to us.
(The clinic) took a chance and
let me contribute what I could
without looking down on me.
There isn't a rating system that
goes high enough for what
(Lee) did,” Laudon said.

KEIZER CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES
DIVORCE $155. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property
and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5

weeks possible. 503-772-5295.
www.paralegalalternatives.com
legalalt@msn.com ONAC

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-855-861-4571. oNAC

Unable to work due to injury or
iliness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide 1-855-747-7830 [Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

ONAC

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-977-9436. ONAC

DISH Network. 190+ Channels.

FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 months)
Add High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE
25%! 1-866-373-9175.

ONAC

SERVICES

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can?t reach
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 866-
943-6687. oNAC

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-888-651-5669.

ONAC

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet &
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second
speed. No contract or commitment. We
buy your existing contract up to $500!
1-855-613-2321. ONAC

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product
idea developed affordably by the
Research & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-855-404-7583 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for

a free consultation. ONAC

LAWN SERVICES

Jim’s Lawn Service — Complete
lawn and garden care. Yard
cleanups, mowing, pruning, bark
dusting. Serving Keizer since
1984. Voted “Best in Keizer!”
503-304-8849. o

MISCELLANEOUS

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do
the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-877-246-
1527 ONAC

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
844-239-9335 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/25 Ad# 6118 onac

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If
you decide to keep it, PAY ONLY
$299 per aid. FREE Shipping. Call
Hearing Help Express. 1-844-903-
1774. ONAC

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN and
recently diagnosed with LUNG
CANCER? You and your family may
be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 1-866-738-8251 for
your risk free consultation. ONAC

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-800-918-1105 onac
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SAVE 40%
OR MORE
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29 pc.
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10-Year Lithium
Smoke Alarm
E 786 535 B3

E 124 287 B3
While supplies last.

39.9

FINAL PRICE

T892 3041

While supplies last.
*Limit 1 per household.
Customer is responsible
for taxes and fees.
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SAVE 25%
OR MORE
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While supplies last.
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Salem, OR 97305
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