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Punchbowl Falls and then spreading
20,000 acres, and went right to work
protecting the Bonneville Dam and nearby
fish hatcheries.

“We were in the heart of it, right in
the thick of it. We were fighting fire,” said
Perkins, who was at his first conflagration.
“There's so much fire that you have
to choose your battles. There's no way
that we can completely extinguish this.
We're basically just trying to keep it
from continuing to run and minimize it's
spread.”

Coburn drove the Keizer engine, which
was outfitted to fight wildland fires with
different hoses, fittings, attack methods
and water volumes. Throne and Perkins
deployed the hoses while Cummings
directed the crew.

As a hiker, surfer, kite boarder and
photographer, Perkins had spent a lot of
time in the Columbia Gorge.

“I love Eagle Creek,” Perkins said.
“I've done that hike a handful of times.
It's absolutely gorgeous and I've done a
number of hikes up in that area. I was up
there when it froze this winter so I saw
it completely frozen with ice, Multnomah
Falls all iced up. I love taking pictures of
that stuft. That was surreal to see it in that
state and then see it burnt up.”

Keizer was originally assigned to the
night crew but as winds spread the fire east,
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Cummings, Perkins, Coburn and Thorne
stayed on for an additional long day shift.

The crew didn't get back to camp in
Odell until Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 9 p.m.

“I really enjoy it,” Cummings said. “I'm
young so I'm all about it. I don't have
kids. I don't have too many priorities back
home. I grew up doing it. It does get tiring.
I was covered in poison oak from the
Chetco (fire) so after a while your body
starts taking a toll. It doesn't matter how
young you are.You just start getting tired.”

Along with protecting the dam, the
Keizer crew spent that first 28-hour shift
keeping the fire from jumping over to
the westbound side of Interstate 84 and
checking on homes in the area to make
sure there weren't any spot fires.

“That first 36 hours is something that I'll
never forget,” Perkins said. “You're seeing
trees that are 80 feet tall with a flame that's
80 feet above them.”

The crew spent the maximum two
weeks working on the Eagle Creek fire,
returning to Keizer on Sunday, Sept. 17.
Each morning began with a 5:15 wakeup
call. The crew typically returned to camp
between 8-8:30 p.m.

Some of their other duties included
putting out spot fires along 1-84, prepping
and talking to people about the fire in the
houses nearby, assisting Hood River with
a grass fire and watching the Multnomah
Falls Lodge.

The citizens of Cascade Locks showed
appreciation towards the firefighters,
making them meals.

“They would come out to the fire

line. They didn't need to do that and they
did it consistently,” Perkins said. “People
wanted to help in anyway that they can. We
certainly felt the gratitude and respect of
the community. We were there to protect
people's homes and they saw that presence
and it gave them a sense of security.”

Cummings, who grew up in California
and worked for the Oregon Department
of Forestry for three seasons, said what
made the Eagle Creek fire unique was
its proximity to a big city, Portland, and
historical landmarks like Multnomah Falls.

The Oregon State Fire Marshal kept the
crew prepared.

“It's never a guessing game,” Cummings
said. “They're so organized with their
tactics and strategies. They always have
exactly what they want you to do and it's
always laid out. They were pretty good at
predicting it (fire) and knowing what it
was going to do and where it was going
to go and what ridges it was going to run.”

Keizer firefighter Matt Dryden joined
Cummings on the Chetco Bar fire.

“When they started moving evacuation
levels closer to Brookings, they needed
more resources, that's why they called for
another structural task force,” Cummings
said. “We were full structure protection.”

That included clearing debris and
ignitable items away from homes and
setting up sprinkler systems provided by
the fire marshal.

After 15 years, Keizer Fire was able
to get back on the conflagration list
thanks to an increase in staff, training and
equipment.
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mobile devices while parked,
but the bill asserts that it is not
legal to use the device while at
a stop light or stop sign.

According to the Oregon
Department  of Transporta-
tion (ODOT), there were 917
crashes, 14 fatalities, and over
1,000 injuries caused by drivers
using a cellphone from 2011-
2015. Second offenders, or first
offenders who contribute to a
crash, can find themselves pay-
ing up to $2,500 in fines, and
third offenders can be faced
with up to $6,500 in fines or a
year in jail.

The bill isn’t just increased
fines and strict enforcement,
however. Starting January 1,
2018, the bill will allow courts
to offer first-time offenders the
option to suspend their fine
and instead take a distracted

driving course.

House Bill 2597% man-
dates are only one component
in Oregon’s efforts to reduce
distracted  driving; ODOT’s
DriveHealthy campaign hopes
to incentivize drivers to prac-
tice safe habits with friendly
competition. The campaign lets
organizations and individuals
use the LifeSaver app from Life
Apps LLC to log cellphone use
while driving and send scores
to ODOT’s monthly leader-
board. Playing is easy: the less
you use your phone while driv-
ing, the higher your score.

ODOT is confident in the
campaign, as a similar one in
Boston reduced distracted driv-
ing among participants by 47
percent.

“While technology helped
create  the problem,” said
ODOT Director Matthew
Garrett. “Technology can also
help provide a solution to dis-
tracted driving.”

Church hosts Superhero party

Jesus Our Jubilee Church is
hosting a Superhero Celebra-
tion for kids on Saturday, Sept.
30.

Families and children are
welcome at the free event with
games prizes, hot dogs and re-
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freshments. Wonder Woman
and Superman also expected to
visit the shindig.

The event is slated for 11
am. to 2 p.m. at the covered
shelter in Claggett Creek Park,
1400 Dearborn Avenue N.E.
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CROWN
MEMORIAL CENTERS
CREMATION & BURIAL
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Salem - 412 Lancaster Dr / 503-581-6265

Low Cost Cremation,
Burial, & Funerals

Simple Cremation - $595
Simple Direct Burial - $710
Traditional Funeral - $2,275

www.ANewTradition.com

CR

COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Yard cleanups, mowing, pruning,
bark dusting, and more!

Lawn Services

SERVING KEIZER
SINCE 1984

OREGON
SCHOOL of
MASSAGE

* Student Massage Clinic
e Store - Supplies & Gifts

HEATING & COOLING

YOUR COMFORT IS OUR BUSINESS
CECS,

IHEATING & ‘Qg

Al CONLOITIONING

CleanEnergyComfort.com

CCB #193064

CALL 503.304.1320 -

NURSING & REHAB

Gas Furnaces

Heat Pumps

Air Conditioners
Indoor Air Quality
Ductless Heat Pumps

450 Claggett Court N, Keizer, OR 97303
www.arboratavamerecourt.com

3816 River Rd N

1229

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 39 YEARS
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NURSING & REHAB CENTER

24-Hour SkiLLeED NURSING ® THERAPY ® WOUND MANAGEMENT

« LoNG Term CARE ® DEMENTIA CARE ® AWARD WINNING ACTIVITIES
o Deucious HoOMEMADE Foop © LoVELY SURROUNDINGS ® CARING STAFF

4062 Arteta Ave NE o Keizer, OR © 503-390-2271
WWW. SHERWOODPARK.COM

Gohn4L. Scott

REAL ESTATE

Creating Change Starts With Us!

You have options — we are different. We go above

and beyond what most Realtors will do. If selling,
we help you paint, pressure wash, move you,
and help you with staging your home. If buying,

Ken Ream 503-881-5335
Carolyn Ream 503-551-3656

Same and Next Day Service
24/7 Emergency Repairs

Pt

Now Serving Salem + Keizer
503.375.7620

MEMORY CARE

NEW MEMORY CARE IN KEIZER

Dementia Specific Activity Programs
Support Groups & Family Education

Weekly Housekeeping Services
Neighborhood Style & Design
Medication Management
Respite Care

THE ARBOR

at /%;m:?z pr-f
503-856-7440

PLUMBING

GORMLEY

PLUMBING + MECHANICAL

Residential * Commercial * Industrial * Wineries

Q00000

877.GORMLEY | gormleyplumbing.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured | CCB #48494

The McVays are Keizer

Born, raised, & residing in Keizer, the McVays have 27 combined years of
experience with Coldwell Banker. They know this market and are here to help!

BRIAN & APRIL McVAY

Your goals are their priority

i
A7
* Professional Trammg there are two of us always available to meet ¢

your needs and help you through the process.

503.510.6827

2111 Front St NE in Salem )
mcvaythree@gmail.com

503-585-8912 or 877-588-8912

OregonSchoolofMassage.com

FIND OUT MORE AT www.KenReam.JohnLScott.com

SAND & GRAVEL VEHICLE GRAPHICS

Windsor Rock
ALL

PRODUCTS CuSTor Sanehics ey

Topsoil, Crushed Rock CEREEN PRINTING g T
Round Rock ST aan

VEHICLE WRAPS KEIZER HERITACE CENTER
Pea Gravel EMBROIDERY & MORE! - e
You haul or we deliver

Team & Fan Wear ¢ Banners
Prompt Service - Saturday until noon Stickers ¢ Window Tinting
Phone quotes

393-8920 oint ires

3818 River Rd N, Keizer
824 Windsor Island Rd. N. = KEIZER

CREEKSIDE

LAM
VETERINARY CLINIC

S A DEADLY
LUNG DISEASE
WITH NO
KNOWN CURE

Learn More
Visit thelamfoundation.org

DIABETES

HOST YOUR EVENT AT

Willamette Valley
Animal Hospital

NOW OFFERING
ACUPUNCTURE

AND
3 CHIROPRACTIC
k SERVICES
Owner
DR.SHERI MORRIS
B.Sc., DVM,
Diplomate, ABVP

This could

save your life.
diabetes.org/FindOut

4975 River Road North
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7462
wvah.net
Mon & Fri: 8am-6pm,
Tue-Wed-Thu: 8am-9pm,
Sat: 8am-4pm, Sun: 11am-4pm
No Appt. Necessary

A.American Diabetes Association.

CheckvUp America

diabetes.org/FindOut
1-800-DIABETES (342-2383)

WEDDINGS - RECEPTIONS
SOCIAL EVENTS

Visit the all new
KeizerHeritage.org

AMERICAN
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
ASSOCIATION|

YOUR MORTGAGE

PR ANDMARK
PROFESSIONAL

MORTGAGE COMPANY

NCISOH Lomax, Mortgage Loan Originator NMLS #271083

NMLS #399162
OR LIC #ML-5038
WA LIC #MB-399162

Office: 503-581-8100
Cell: 503-910-8510

Nelson@landmarkprofessional.net

503.390.5222

CreeksideVetKeizer.com

113 McNary Estates Dr N, Suite B — Next to Don Suklis State Farm Insurance 1255 Lee St. SE, Suite 200, Salem, OR 97302




