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within the department — one
officer each for traffic, the
Community Response Unit
(CRU) and detectives, and two
for night shifts.

Keizertimes sat down with
Teague, Deputy Chief Jeft
Kuhns and Det. Chris Nelson
to talk about precisely how new
offers would change KPD ca-
pabilities.

On June 26, 2016, about 1
a.m., Keizer officers responded
to the report of a burglary at
Cooper’s Deli on River Road.
While working the scene of
that crime, the same suspects
are believed to have robbed
Quality Inn & Suites a little
more than a block away.

Kuhns said creating a secure
perimeter, which can be dif-
ficult with just three officers
on the night shift, might have
prevented the second robbery
from happening.

KPD has a minimum of
three officers on duty between
10 p.m.and 7 a.m., but it would
take all three of those ofticers
to create the secure perimeter.
Teague said the need for such
action happens more frequently
than the average citizen might

guess.

“And, at any given hour, one
of those officers might be at the
jail with a suspect or at the hos-
pital taking statements from a
DUI crash,” Kuhns said.

The addition of one offi-
cer to each of the night shifts
would alleviate the problem for
high visibility crimes like rob-
beries, but it would also have an
impact on domestic disturbanc-
es, which also occur more fre-
quently in the late night hours.

“Domestics are calls where
you simply don’t go it alone.
You don’t go with less than two
officers,” Kuhns said. “Domes-
tics are some of the most vola-
tile calls police respond to, and
that’s nationwide.”

On the detective unit, a fifth
officer would be tasked primar-
ily with property crime investi-
gations. Property crimes take a
backseat to persons crimes, like
sexual and child abuse and rob-
beries. Sex and child abuse cases
constitute about 60 percent of
the cases detectives are working
at any given time, said Nelson.

“We have a number of times
when good leads on property
cases come in, but we simply
don’t have the time in the day
to dedicate to them,” Nelson
said.

Even in cases where the
evidence is strong, the lack of

ability to coordinate with other
agencies might mean connec-
tions aren’t made.

“We've gotten a number of
reports about organized retail
theft groups at Keizer Station.
These are groups that go up
and down I-5 hitting the shop-
ping centers. We get great vid-
eo and great evidence, but we
don’t have the time to coordi-
nate with other agencies and
put the time into those inves-
tigations,” Nelson said.

In thefts where less video-
tape is available, evidence, in-
terviews and leads grow stale,
but the persons crimes take
precedence every time, Teague
said.

“I think that’s wrong, but it’s
what’s happening,” Teague said.
To be clear, he was suggest-
ing that no crime should be
placed on the back burner, not
that property crimes should be
placed at higher priority than
persons crimes.

Coupled with certain types
of crime not receiving the at-
tention it might deserve, the
detectives themselves have be-
come more specialized since
the unit was first created in the
mid-1990s.

Det. Ben Howden spends
much of his time performing
digital forensics on comput-
ers and phones, a specialty that

doesn’t come without signifi-
cant cost to the department in
terms of training.

Major cases also linger over
the unit. One detective is still
pursuing leads in a case involv-
ing the death of a 12-year-
old in January, another is now
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problems are their niche,’
Teague said.

When officers rousted squat-
ters from a vacant home near
Gubser Elementary School that
was becoming a hive of suspi-
cious activity, CRU officers

were the ones who spent the

managing the local efforts time observing the house and
investigating the goings on
a robbery at there. CRU
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there are cur-
rently two investigators and a
supervisor for a unit that once
had four investigators. The
CRU inhabits a grey area be-
tween patrol and detectives,
Teague said. Patrol officers
respond to calls that can be
quickly brought to some reso-
lution, whereas detectives are
in it for the long haul. CRU
works cases that involve a level
of effort somewhere between
the two.
“Persistent

neighborhood

are needed it
means calling on one of the
detectives to help — spreading
the agency thinner.

“We're trying to do every-
thing we can with less bodies,
but we still need an additional
officers,” Nelson said.

The fifth additional officer
would be placed on the traftic
unit, which currently only has
one officer.

Teague doesn’t necessarily
think traffic control is the big-
gest problem the department

is facing, but it’s a constant de-
mand of the public.

“Our numbers are low, but
the public repeatedly tells us
they want more attention put
on traffic,” Teague said. “And I
understand that every resident
wants to see an officer drive by
once in a while”

Traftic is another area that
has been helped with new
technology like flashing speed
limit signs, which come out
the city’s Public Works budget,
but the demand for more rarely
subsides.

“Our radar reader board is
one of the most requested ser-
vices we have,” Kuhns said.

‘While the chiefs and officers
see the gaps a lack of bodies is
creating at KPD, it should not
be read as an absolution of duty.

Even the unworked prop-
erty crimes are all entered into
a database run by the depart-
ment’s crime analyst, Cara
Steele. They remain there and
are compared with new cases
as they arrive looking for pat-
terns that might warrant more
investigation.

“We have always said we
will work with what the city
gives us. I think we serve the
people well, but there are sim-
ply things we cannot do with-
out additional officers,” Teague
said.
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COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Yard cleanups, mowing, pruning,

bark dusting, and more!

SERVING KEIZER
SINCE 1984
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KEIZER HERITAGE CENTER

1916

WEDDINGS - RECEPTIONS

SOCIAL EVENTS
Visit the all new

MEMORY CARE

NEW MEMORY CARE IN KEIZER

Dementia Specific Activity Programs
Support Groups & Family Education
Weekly Housekeeping Services
Neighborhood Style & Design

Medication Management

Respite Care
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450 Claggett Court N, Keizer, OR 97303

www.arboratavamerecourt.com

503-856-7440

GORMLEY

PLUMBING + MECHANICAL

A Family Tradition Si 1

503.375.7620

Same and Next Day Service

Now Serving Salem + Keizer

NURSING & REHAB

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 39 YEARS

Shercwood Souds

NURSING &

REHAB CENTER

24-Hour SkiLLeD NURSING ® THERAPY ® WOUND MANAGEMENT
1 LoNG Term CARE ® DemeNTIA CARE ® AWARD WINNING ACTIVITIES
o Deticious HOMEMADE Foop @ LovELY SURROUNDINGS ® CARING STAFF

4062 Arieta Ave NE o Keizer, OR © 503-390-2271
WWW. SHERWOODPARK.COM
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The McVvays are Keizer

Born, raised, & residing in Keizer, the McVays have 27 combined years of
experience with Coldwell Banker. They know this market and are here to help!

BRIAN & APRIL McVAY

Your goals are their priority

Residential * Commercial * Industrial * Wineries

QL0000

877.GORMLEY | gormleyplumbing.com

503.510.6827

mcvaythree@gmail.com

KeizerHeritage.org 24/7 Emergency Repairs Licensed, Bonded & Insured | CCB #48494

CCB #205150
Home Inspector #1921

A Remodels and Additions

A Bathrooms ETHAN RUDOMETKIN
and Kitchens

Gohn4L.Scott

REAL ESTATE

Ken Ream 503-881-5335
Carolyn Ream 503-551-3656

LAM

S A DEADLY
LUNG DISEASE
WITH NO
KNOWN CURE

Learn More
Visit thelamfoundation.org

Creating Change Starts With Us!

You have options — we are different. We go above
and beyond what most Realtors will do. If selling,
we help you paint, pressure wash, move you,

and help you with staging your home. If buying,
there are two of us always available to meet

your needs and help you through the process.

A Home Inspections

Find us on Facebook, Instagram, ERrenovation.com

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

CALL (503)400.1540 RENOVATION inc.

SAND & GRAVEL

Windsor Rock

PRODUCTS

Topsoil, Crushed Rock
Round Rock

Pea Gravel

You haul or we deliver
Prompt Service - Saturday until noon

Phone quotes

393-8920

824 Windsor Island Rd. N. = KEIZER

VEHICLE GRAPHICS
HLL

cusioM crRAPHICs

SKIN REJUVENATION
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VIRGIN SKIN LASER

5680 Commercial St SE - Salem

Tattoo & Darkspot Removal, Scar Repair,
Hydrafacial MD Treatments,

Focus Laser Facial, Laser Hair Removal,
Laser Facial Rejuvenation,

Leg Vein Treatment, Microneedling,

PCA Skin and other

non-invasive treatments

This could

save your life.
diabetes.org/FindOut

£\ American D )
Che wp America 1-800-DIABETES (342-2383)

VIRGINSKINLASEROFSALEM.COM

5083.371.3939

VETERINARIAN

Willamette Valley
Animal Hospital

NOW OFFERING
ACUPUNCTURE
AND
CHIROPRACTIC
SERVICES

YARD & GARDEN

A

Donate your Car, Truck,
RV, Boat, Plane or Collectibles
to help people needing

SCREEN PRINTING organ transplants on

VEHICLE WRAPS

EMBROIDERY & MORE!

Team & Fan Wear ¢ Banners
Stickers ¢ Window Tinting

FIND US BY Point S Tires
3818 River Rd N, Keizer

503.991.5316

MatchingDonors.com. *

Owner

McKinley Landscape

Kidneys

All you need to do is call:
1-800-385-0422

Our 501c3 nonprofit benefits by receiving the proceeds
of the donation, and you receive the great tax deduction!!

4975 River Road North
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7462
wvah.net

Mon & Fri: 8am-6pm,
Tue-Wed-Thu: 8am-9pm,
Sat: 8am-4pm, Sun: 11am-4pm

DR.SHERI MORRIS
B.Sc., DVM,
Diplomate, ABVP

Maintenance, LLC

503-393-0285 N
orca

503-935-1893
LCB #9309
McKinleyLandscapeLLC.com

0428

No Appt. Necessary




