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April 4 Keizer City Council
meeting.

“The main issue is parking,”
Anderson said. “Another issue
is (parents) are dropping off all
of the students. At 6:55 a.m. the
noise starts. Trash gets spilled
out of vehicles. On top of

that, speeders go up and down
Newberg Drive.”

Anderson also is bitter about
a gate on the opposite side of
the school at Sandy Drive
being closed at the start of last
school year.

“When I talked with
vice principal (Jay) Crystal,
[ asked him if it's the
school's  responsibility  to
provide parking and he said
no,” Anderson said. “That

Celt basketball alums: Sign
up to compete in all-ages
basketball tournament

The McNary High School
boys basketball team will be
hosting an Alumni Tourna-
ment May 14 and 15 for all
former Celtic varsity basketball
players.

“The program would like to
bring back and honor all for-
mer players and coaches for an
awesome weekend of basket-

ball,” said Ryyan Kirch, McNary
boys basketball head coach.

Kirch 1s hoping to draw in
players from as far back as the
1970s and 1980s to play in the
tourney.

If you are interested in play-
ing, please contact the program
at mcnaryalumni@gmail.com
for more information.

responsibility has been pushed
onto this neighborhood. It
should be on the parents or
the students themselves. It's not
right. They locked the gate at
Sandy, then ours is not locked.
We get the (parking) overrun.
It's just not fair.”

Jespersen acknowledges the
parking woes on the west side
of the school are related to the
gate on the east side of the
school being closed in the fall
of 2014.

“That has slowly made an
impact on the opposite side
of our campus,” Jespersen said.
“With the Sandy gate, parents
were able to drive up and drop
oft students. Anytime you close
off an area, that will impact
another area. Our enrollment
is the same, so it's not a spike
of drivers. There is now more
parking in the neighborhood
we're referring to.”

Jespersen, who took over
as MHS principal partway
through the 2014-15 school
year, said school officials sell as
many parking passes as there

When Heartbreak Turns to Hope, You’re There.

Down the street, across the country, around the world—you help save
the day. Every day.

When you give blood or provide a hot meal to a disaster victim, train in first aid or help a
member of our military, you reach out your hand. It's at that moment—when heartbreak
turns to hope—that you're there through the American Red Cross.

We need you now more than ever.
Donate blood today. Visit redcrossblood.org.

1-800-RED CROSS | redcrossblood.org
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A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.
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An alarming number of pre-teens are drinking alcohol £
which makes it urgent to find every opportunity to talkfto
your kids about the dangers of underage drinking. Fakti
on how - and when - to begin the.conversation, visit:

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.go\

are parking spaces.

“We want kids to be parking
in our lot,” he said.“That's good
for the kids and that's good for
the community. The neighbors
would rather have them park
in our lot, which T get. We
have more kids that drive than
we have parking spots for. For
students that don't get a parking
pass, they still drive and park in
the adjacent neighborhood.”

Wenning  said a  key
difference  between  now
and the Sandy Drive issues
two years ago is the current
problem is only about parking,
while loitering issues were the
main thing on Sandy. Wenning
also pointed out the problem
to any solution.

“This is
getting a little
bit crazy.”

— Charles Anderson

“There are lots of options,
but there won't be one that

appeases everyone,” Wenning
said.

Wenning  said  school
officials are also wary of

making it harder for students
— particularly those already on
the verge of not going anyway
— to make it to MHS.

“From the school point
of view, they don't want any
impediment to kids coming to
school,” Wenning said. “There
is a portion of the student
population that will use that as
an excuse. If that happens, now
you have truancy issues.”

Jespersen confirmed making
it easier for students to get to
school — whether by driving
or by walking — is a big factor.
There are 330 parking spots on
the MHS campus for students.

“There are a number
of students from  that
neighborhood  that  simply

walk to school,” Jespersen said.
“They need that gate. If we
close that gate, some of those
kids would have to walk a
mile or so further. We want to
make it easy for kids to get to
school. We don't want to put
up any unnecessary barriers.
If students live within a mile
of school, they don't have the
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school bus.”

While Anderson encouraged
neighbors to sign a petition to
get the gate closed, Jespersen
pointed to the severity of
conditions that led to the gate
at Sandy being closed.

“Sandy was closed because
of loitering, not parking,” he
said. “There were issues there
that caused not only McNary
High School to agree with
(the neighbors) but also the
city council, the Keizer Police
Department and the Salem-
Keizer School District. Now
the issue is based on parking. We
are sympathetic to neighbors
that don't want students
parking in their neighborhood.
If kids are parking illegally like
blocking driveway access or
hydrants, they should be cited
for that.”

Jespersen said too many
parking passes were sold last
year, so the policy was revised
for this school year. Seniors
and juniors get first dibs, with
any eligible sophomores being
able to purchase passes that are
remaining.

“The minimum requirement
for these (juniors and seniors)
is a 2.00 GPA and 90 percent
attendance,”  Jespersen  said.
“If there are additional passes
after we have sold passes to all
eligible upperclassmen, then
sophomores are eligible to
purchase a parking pass. They
must have a 3.00 GPA and 92
percent attendance.”

Behavior is also a criteria.
Jespersen said the policy was
chosen for a simple reason.

“We are trying to incentivize
kids for doing the right thing,”
he said.

Anderson noted he
unsuccessfully tried in 2007
to get an issue with speeding
cars on Newberg addressed
and hasn't felt much more help
from authorities with this issue.
He cited an instance last week
where he pointed out several
student parking infractions to a
KPD officer.

“There are four violations,
and the cop 1is just sitting
there,” Anderson said. “They
are clearly in violation. I don't
want to see them give kids a
bunch of tickets, I just want
them to shut the gate like they
did on Sandy. This is getting a
little bit crazy”

Anderson, who called last

Crossworad

Truth Will Out

week's meeting with Jespersen
“a waste of time,” noted a
similar complaint about a van
being parked in front of a
hydrant was not addressed. He
wants other options explored,
such as bus passes for students
who have to use a parking lot
not on school grounds. He also
noted Loren's Sanitation trash
trucks have problems picking
up trash when so many student
vehicles are parked on either
side of the roads.

“We want to
make it easy
for kids to get
to school. We
don’t want to
put up any
unnecessary
barriers.”

— Erik Jespersen

To Jespersen, there's not
much school officials can do.

“In the final analysis, we're
at a standstill for right now;’
he said. “My responsibility
is to make sure kids have a
way to get to school safely
and on time. Mr. Anderson's
perspective is he doesn't want
cars in his neighborhood. We
only have a certain number
of spots. Kids drive to school.
They access that gate when
coming to school and when
going home. We can't shut kids
out from coming to school.”

At the same time, Jespersen
wants to turn the issue into

a learning experience for
students.
“I have talked to our

leadership class about it, about
what are some proactive things
we can do to reach out to
neighbors,” he said. “What's
important to me is we do
greatly value our neighbors in
Keizer.McNary is a community
school. We're very intent on
having great relationships with
our neighbors and community.
We don't want to create an
adversarial relationship with
our friends on Newberg
Drive.”
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE By Charles Preston
ACROSS 58 Part of Italy 29 Out of the way
61 17 Across, to some 30 Shade of brown
1 Elemental 64 Malay palm 32 Records
6 Harvest 65 Girl in an old song 34 Siily remarks
10 Dennis, at times 66 Consumers 35Ha-ha, in Le Havre
14 Printer’s measure 67 News agency 36 Variant of Alice
15 Frog genus 68 Obstruction 39 Was at the fore
16 City on the Tiber 69 Peace preservers 42 Husband of 33
17 Near-legendary Across
taleteller DOWN 43 Worth
20 Curve 45 Admitted
21 Character in Rain 1 Little cake 46 Greek letter
22 Work quota 2 Seaweed product 48 The Kaiser’s fixation
23Can'tcarry 3 Cutting 50 Horse
25 Subbase of a column 4 Japanese statesman 51___ vincit amor
26__ beam 5 Criticize 52 Eyes
28 Fixed proportions 6 Less refined 54 Born
31 Vent 7 Indian title: var. 56 Greek contest
33 Female 61 Across of 8 Not often 57 Festive
the Bible 9 Exclamation 59 Galley power
37 Caucasian language 10 Beastly 60 Limerick lingo
38 Straighten: var. 11 Tree product 62 Officeholders
40 Zero 12 Catkin 63 Omaha Beach offi-
41 Fled 13__ Commandment cer: abbr.

44 Turning, as a press

47 Was without

49 Fades

50 Grinders

53 Weariness

55 Certain Arabian
56 Come to terms

18 British island

19 In need of bailing

24 Communication
meth.

25 Pickle-picker’s sur-
name

26 Flamboyant
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27 French river
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