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Mom spreads message of safety behind wheel

By CRAIG MURPHY
Of the Keizertimes

Theresa Potts knows what it
is like to have a teenage son get
into a serious accident.

As such, she has a message
for young drivers.

“Slow down,” Theresa said.
“Life is too short. Youll get
there when you get there. And
know your road conditions.
When it rains, slow down.
There will be oils on the road,
especially if it is raining a lot.”

On Feb. 19, Theresa’s son
Keven, who had turned 17 the
day before, was driving to golf
practice at Willow Lake Golf
Center on Windsor Island Road
with West Salem High School
teammate Connor Campbell.

Keven’s 1992 Toyota Camry
left the road and slammed into
a tree. Keven suffered a couple
of broken toes on his left foot,
a chipped bone in his right arm
and a slight concussion. Con-
nor’s injuries were more serious,
requiring a longer hospital stay.
He was cleared to go back to
school just before spring break.

“There was a lot of water on
the road,” Theresa said. “Keven
said it was raining at the time,
just really nasty out. He hydro-
planed. Keven said he reached
for the emergency brake be-
cause he was sliding towards the
tree on Connor’s side and was
trying to make it hit more on
his side. The car hit the tree and
then slid around the tree.”

Theresa said Keven, who did
not want to talk to the Keiz-
ertimes about the accident, has
gotten stern talking-tos from
his girlfriend’s mom, Campbell’s
mom, Sgt. David LeDay with
the Keizer Police Department
and others.

“He has gotten some flack
at school,” Theresa said. “He
tells people he didn’t do it on
purpose. Your self-esteem and
confidence take a hit. He’s still
trying to get a lot of trust back
from people. Some are ques-
tioning if we should let him
drive around. He’s had to ex-
plain himself quite a bit.”

LeDay talked of inexperi-
ence.

“Most young drivers don’t

focus on an escape route,” Le-
Day said. ““You have to look for
your escape route, not at the
hazard. Most drivers find that
out later in their driving careers.
We also had a heavy downpour
that day, with standing water on
the roadway. Most young driv-
ers don’t adjust for those con-
ditions and think it is still okay
to go 45 (mph) in those con-
ditions. You have to slow down
for that environment and adjust
for the conditions.”

Theresa was fine with Le-
Day’s sternness.

“Sgt. LeDay was blunt,
which [ appreciated,” she said.
“There was some inexperience
involved. All kids need to think
that sometimes conditions don’t

mean you drive the speed limit,
especially on country roads. Yes,
the tree is too close to the road
there, but it is a country road.”

Theresa said two other class-
mates were following.

“One of his friends called me
and said Keven was okay but in
an accident,” Theresa said. “My
heart jumped up. They were
cutting Keven out of the car. I
beat the ambulance to Salem
Hospital. It was gnarly accident.
Connor got out first, but they
told him to sit back down.”

Theresa said her son wasn’t
going above the speed limit or
being distracted by a cell phone.

“He said it was an acci-
dent,” Theresa said. “He wasn’t
speeding, they weren’t playing

around.”

Theresa said driver’s edu-
cation classes like the one she
took in high school would help
today’s young drivers.

“Kids think they are invin-
cible,” she said. “You need to
concentrate on what you're do-
ing. Don’t do too many things.
Even if kids do the bookwork
for driver’s ed, they need more
input and lessons taught about
how to drive and what to look
for”

Theresa said her son is strug-
gling to recover mentally from
the crash.

“Keven is still trying to get
past the accident,” she said. “He
doesn’t really want to drive
right now.”
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catching” In an e-mail sent
to Brown late on March 17,
Burkhardt estimated he could
hang 12 large pieces, with his
largest being 48 inches by 32
inches.

KPAC members had ques-
tions about how both artists

Business{ Services

could be accommodated.

“They will share space?”
Lore Christopher asked.

Brown said details hadn’t
quite been figured out yet.

“I have some angst about
how they would work togeth-
er,; ) Brown said. “The prob-
lem is the north gallery (along
Chemawa Road) gets much
less traftic.”

KPAC chair Beth Melendy
jokingly oftered a solution.

“They'd have to draw
straws,” she joked.

Brown said the two art-
ists have about 15 pieces each,
mostly large pieces.

“I make a motion we accept
both of these artists and let
Nate work it out with them,”’
Christopher said. “Let one
have one gallery, the other can
take the other.”

The motion was approved.

In other recent KPAC busi-

ness:

* Rick Day has talked about
selling prints of the mural, both
limited edition pieces as well as
posters, at the last few meet-
ings. He figures those buying a
portrait spot for $200 (as de-
tailed in last week’s Keizertimes)
might want to buy a print as
well.

“Say a local family is hon-
ored,” Day said. “They could
have one print at home and

one at their business. Maybe
we could create five or six
extras. There is the potential
to have one original, with 16
copies or editions.”

Melendy liked the idea of
having a lower cost offering as
well.

“I still like the cheap option,
like a photograph,” she said.

Day nodded in agreement.

“It could be a long hori-
zontal piece, like the mural

wall itself,” he said.

As envisioned by Day, the
16 editions could be $200 each
while 40 posters could go for
$20 each.

* Christopher wants to up
the amount KPAC asks the
budget committee for during
the upcoming budget season.

“We’ve asked for $1,000 the
last two years,” she said. “I'm
proposing we put in a request
for $3,000.”

APPLIANCES

Gome See Our New Showroom

Brakes! Tires!
Batteries!

ATTORNEY

Walsh & Associates

Attorneys at Law

Estate Planning

Elder Law
Probate

Protecting You & the Ones You Love

503-304-4886

Full Service Oil Changes!
Best tire prices in town... Guaranteed!
Open 6 days per week —

No appointment necessary
We Service
ALL MAKES & MODELS
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TIRE & AUTO CENTER

3555 River Rd N ¢ (503) 304-7555

Guisinger
Owner

Kathy
Belcher

Attorney at Law

Social Security

503-371-9636

Wills & Trusts
Asset Protection
Medical Directives
Guardian & Conservatorships

e Personal Injuries
e Wrongful Death

3800 River Rd N o Auto Accidents

in Keizer
503-390-0161

MOLE S
APPLIANCE

Free Consultation
No fee until we win

Law Offices of McGinty & Belcher
694 High Street NE, Salem
www.mcginty-belcher.com

Richard
Walsh

174 Shore Pointe PI N
Suite 201, Keizer

Koo & Boatty BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Attorneys at Law, PC

e General Practice
e Family Law
¢ Business Law

e Government Law \
DENNIS ELEANOR
KOHO 503-390-3501 BEATTY

5305B River Road N, Keizer, OR 97303 www.koholaw.com

AUTO REPAIR

We service hoth old and new
vehicles, and we provide
excellent and detailed
checkups to ensure that
your car is safe and

up to our standards.

The Arbor at Avamere Court

450 Claggett Court N, Keizer » 503-856-7440
www.arboratavamerecourt.com

The Arbor at Avamere Court in
Keizer is a memory care community
that is committed to serve those living
with Alzheimer’s and other forms
of dementia. We focus on providing
a warm, nurturing, safe and secure
environment where health, friendship

Among the many services and
amenities available at The Arbor include:
« Dementia-specific activity
programs
« Cognitive and behavioral
support
o Medication management
« Personal hygiene assistance
« Restaurant-style dining
The Arbor at Avamere Court is
your premier choice for loved ones

6558 Wheatland Rd N

903-390-2850

keizerautomotive.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK KEIZER AUTOMOTIVE

and trust are promoted in a home-like
setting.

Built and opened in October 2014,
The Arbor’s success comes from the
moments of joy we bring our residents

BARKDUST

DELIVERY OR U-HAUL

+ Hemlock Mulch

+ Sawdust

+ Decorative Rock

+ Top Soil

+ Sand & Gravel

« Fir Bark Mulch

Ask about our Bark Blowing Service

("BARK BOYS)

2840 Cherry Ave. NE - 378-7379

COLLISION REPAIR

Come in & receive a

FREE Light Check
& Bulb Replacement

JACKSON'S

BODY SHOP INC.

WE PROTECT YO
REPUTATION
AND WE

GET YOUR
MONEY

BACK! S ‘v
CASCADE

B COLLECTIONS, e

1375 13TH ST SE - SALEM

(503) 364-0455
cascadecollections.com

because your life is our commitment —
every day, and in the relief and comfort ~ we enhance the life of every person we
we bring to their family and friends. serve.

To take a tour of our residence call

503-856-7440.

The facility features 48 private room
suites, all with their own full, personal
bathroom.

FOOT & ANKLE CARE

Divorce
Custody

Spousal
Support

CROWN

MEMORIAL CENTERS
CREMATION & BURIAL

A cAbawr radition™
Salem - 412 Lancaster Dr / 503-581-6265

Low Cost Cremation,
Burial, & Funerals
Simple Cremation - $495
Simple Direct Burial - $550
Traditional Funeral - $1,975

www.ANewTradition.com

Dean McNabb, DPM

Warts & Orthotics
Nail Fungus
Hammertoes
Diabetic Foot Care
Bunions

Sports Medicine
Foot Surgery
Heel Pain
Fractures
Ingrown Nails
Neuromas

PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOOT & ANKLE

4905 RIVER RD N - KEIZER - 503.390.0959

Eggert & Associates PC

3353 Silverton Road NE Attorney at Law

Salem # 503-363-1990
Give Us Your Keys, & You'll be Pleased!

960 Broadway St NE, Suite 2 - Salem

503-837-6111




