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run using his arms to carry
him.

Robles was 14 when he first
tried wrestling. After trying
out — without his mother's
knowledge — he returned
home with dried blood on his
stretched out T=shirt.

“My mom thought I got
beat up at school and she was
ready to go after somebody,”
Robles said. “I thought it was
the most awesome thing I'd
ever done. She asked me if I'd
seen my face.”

Robles placed last in
the city in his first year as a
wrestler. After his last match,
he went to shake the hand
of the opposing coach and
something in the man's voice
told him he'd never had a
chance.

“That lit a fire inside of
me, I sat in my room alone
and told myself it was the last
time I would lose like that.
I wrote down my dream of
being a national champ in my
bedroom,” Robles said, pulling
out the now-laminated note
he'd made to himself so many
years ago.

McCallister hit his first
roadblock when he tried out
for a youth basketball team.

“My older brother was
playing  basketball and I
thought, 'Sweet, I'm going
to go play Dbasketball.”
McCallister said. “But when
I tried out the coaches went

to my parents and said, 'We
recommend your son doesn't
play basketball." They didn't
want responsibility if anyone
got hurt.”

He eventually found a spot
on a Boys & Girls Club team,
but would discover a passion
for wrestling in later years.

By the time Robles finished
high school, he was a two-time
state champ and a high school
national champ, but colleges
weren't looking at him.

“They told me they
couldn't take the risk of
offering me a scholarship, but
when  opportunity doesn't
knock, you have to build your
own door,” Robles said.

Robles ended up earning an
academic sholarship at Arizona
State University and walked on
to the wrestling team. He was
in his second year, and starting
to make waves as part of the
team, when he was hit with a
bout of mononucleosis. Then
he found out his stepfather
had left his family back home.

“It was a negative time,
but my mom encouraged me
to stay at school and keep
pursuing my dream,” Robles
said.

It all came to a head shortly
before Robles was set to go to
the national tournament. In
an attempt to spur Robles to
action, his coach pitted him
against his alternate on the
ASU team. Robles said he got
destroyed six times before the
coach told him, “You're not
what we thought you were.
There's the door.”

Robles went to the locker

room and started clearing out
his things. Not long after, his
coached followed him in —
slamming the door behind
him.

“I stood up to face him
and was planning to headbutt
him in the chin as soon as he
started yelling,” Robles said.
“I'm waiting to explode and
he opens up his arms and hugs
me, and I told him everything
that was happening at home.
He told me there's always
going to be an obstacle and
you can use that as an excuse
to quit or you can grind
through that.”

McCallister never let his
lack of legs become an excuse.
In addition to competing in
sports, whenever he could,
he found ways to tackle other
challenges — even a paper
route.

“There was this huge hill
on my route and I had to go
up it backward in the chair,”
McCallister said. “The cool
part was getting to go back
down the hill”

In college at the University
of Arizona, McCallister joined
an actual wheelchair basketball
team, but soon discovered he
was a wrestler moonlighting as
a basketball player.

“I couldn't dribble and I
couldn't pass to save my life.
My coach had me throw a ball
against a wall for like an hour,”
McCallister said.

Robles' tenacity finally paid
off as a senior at ASU. At the
national tournament, he was
slated to face the returning
champ.

“I don't remember much
of the match, but I remember
with 10 seconds left I was up
7-1 and the only way he could
win was by turning me on my
back,” Robles said. “I was on
the ground underneath him
and I had my elbows in.To try
to get me to move my arms,
he had his arms locked under
my chin and kept punching
me in the jaw as he tried to
get a better grip. The whole
time I had a smile on my face
because I was thinking he
could punch me as much as he
wanted because I was about to
be a national champ. Even if
he choked me out, I wake up
national champ.”

Since achieving his dream,
Robles said he cares less about
the wrestling itself and more
about the impact he can have
on others.

“I just want to be
remembered as someone who
helped someone else achieve
their dreams,” Robles said.

McCallister ~ told  the
Whiteaker students that they,
too, can do anything they
dream of as long as they
persevere.

“You can do anything, but
it doesn't just happen like that.
It's not about trying hard one
time, it's about trying hard day
after day,” McCallister said.

The journey for both men
is far from complete; each of
them has new goals they are
working toward. For Robles,
it's learning to run on a
prosthetic leg. McCallister is
set on figuring out how to
snowboard.
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Powers said she saw a man
who might have been the ever
elusive Benny.

“That day we were talking,”
Powers said of herself and
Jackson. “He said, 'Grandma,
are you going to buy those
clothes?' T said, 'No, I'm too
cheap to buy something for
myself.' I told him we couldn't
buy anything. We were in the
toy aisle. I had seen this guy
being close (to Jackson). I
went over near where he was
and he left. I went back to the
toy aisle and on the third shelf,
right there on eye level where
he'd been, was a $100 bill. No
one could have just dropped
it, because it was too high up.”

Powers didn't know what
to do and debated internally if
she should pick it up or leave
it.

“l was just so excited,’
Powers said. “I stood there
for a few minutes, maybe 20
minutes. It was too much
in plain sight for it to be an
accident. It was sitting right
there. I thought maybe that
was meant for me. Then about
25 feet down, another shelf
down, I found another $100
bill. T wasn't searching for
more when I saw the second

one.”

Powers  and  Jackson
returned home. Later, Powers
showed the bills to her

daughter, who noted “Benny”
was written on both.

This isn't the first time such
bills have been found in the
area. Two springs ago, there
was a rash of such occurrences
in Keizer, as chronicled twice
in the Keizertimes in the spring
of 2014.

Powers figures she must
have been the target and
suspects it was the man she saw
standing near her grandson.

“I don't know if he'd
heard me say grandma didn't
have a job,” Powers said. “I
don't know for sure if it was
meant for me, but it was weird
we were right there. He had
seemed out of place, then I
looked to where he had been
and there was a bill. It shows
good things still happen. I feel
very lucky and special”

The incident has left
Powers itching to return the
favor.

“It's made me want to pay
it forward,” Powers said. “I
won't use this all for myself.
A lot of people need things.
I'll dole it out. Maybe I'll buy
a lunch for some old couples
or pay for a prescription for
someone, just a way of saying,
'Guess what, someone cares.' [
won't give big bills away, but I
will share.”

Powers said she wants to
give Jackson a good haircut
and he has expressed interest
in getting a soccer ball.
Jackson also suggested another
purchase.

“He said, 'Grandma, now
you can buy something for
yourself,"”” Powers said with a
laugh. “And I did. I got these
jeans for $6.”

CRASH,
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Potts'  mother, Theresa,
posted on Facebook Tuesday
afternoon her son had a broken
arm, a concussion and staples in

his scalp, while Campbell was

still recovering from surgery
but was in good spirits.

Jeff Kuhns, deputy chief
with the KPD, said it was a one-
vehicle accident with the cause
still under investigation as of
Tuesday afternoon.

The  Marion  County
CRASH Team responded to
the scene. KPD ofticers were

assisted by the Oregon State
Police and the Marion County
Sheriff's Office.

There was rain oft and on
Feb. 19, but it's not clear if it
was raining at the crash scene at
the time. Windsor Island Road
was re-opened to traftic shortly
before 8 p.m.

Anyone with information or

who may have seen the crash
can call officer Eric Jefterson at
503-390-3713 ext. 3477.

Word of the accident
spread in the hours afterwards,
including on the KPD's

Facebook page. Around 1:30
am. Monday, Keven Potts
responded to some of the
speculation on that page.

In response to speculation
careless driving was involved,
Potts posted at 1:30 a.m.,
“Hey why don't you look at
the condition of the road way
before you make assumptions.”

Potts also responded to
another person who speculated
the teenager was either texting
or on the phone.

“How about you figure out
what actually happened before
making assumption that makes
teenagers look bad,” Potts
posted at 1:28 am. “Adults
are on there (sic) phones more
then (sic) teenagers when they
are behind the wheel. So..just
be happy my friend and I are
okay”

Business{ Services

FUNERAL HOME

WE ARE EVERYTHING
ExcerT OVERPRICED

HEATING & COOLING

YOUR COMFORT IS OUR BUSINESS

HEAT7TING &

Y

AR CONLOITIONING

Gas Furnaces

"\

Heat Pumps

Air Conditioners

Simple Cremation $695

Inexpensive Burial and Funeral Options

Get answers. Share ideas.
Your connection begins at
USA.gov — the official source
for tederal, state and local
government infermation.

“USA.gov

1 (800) FER-INFO

Indoor Air Quality

CleanEnergyComfore.corm

Wkeizer

FUNERALN CHAPEL
4365 RIVER ROAD N, KEIZER

503.393.7037

ccB #193064 Ductless Heat Pumps

Pre-Planning Available

On-Site Crematory

CALL 503.304.1320 - 3816 River Rd N

MEMORY CARE

NEW MEMORY CARE IN KEIZER

COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Yard cleanups, mowing, pruning,
bark dusting, and more!

Donate your Car, Truck,

RV, Boat, Plane or Collectibles
to help people needing

organ transplants on
MatchingDonors.com.

TOURS
DAILY

Dementia Specific Activity Programs
Support Groups & Family Education
Weekly Housekeeping Services
Neighborhood Styly & Design
Medication Management THE ARBOR
Daycare & Respite Care —As——
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Kidneys

Lawn Services

SERVING KEIZER
SINCE 1984

CALLTODAY - 5??.304.8849

All you need to do is call:

1-800-385-0422

Our 501c3 nonprofit benefits by receiving the proceeds
of the donation, and you receive the great tax deduction!!

NURSING & REHAB

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 39 YEARS
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KEIZER HERITAGE CENTER . . . Real Estate Profess

1916

24-Hour SkitleD NURSING ® THERAPY ® WOUND MANAGEMENT
# LonG Term CARE © DEMENTIA CARE ® AWARD WINNING ACTIVITIES
o Deticious HoMeMADE Foop @ LovELY SURROUNDINGS © CARING STAFF

450 Claggett Court N, Keizer, OR 97303
www.arboratavamerecourt.com

503-856-7440

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Sandy
Manning
Principal Broker

HOST YOUR EVENT AT
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WEDDINGS - RECEPTIONS
SOCIAL EVENTS

Visit the all new
KeizerHeritage.org

Manning/Shackelford Team
Sandy 503-851-8246 i
Bob 503-983-4086 =

1220 20th St SE, Salem - SalemRealtors.net

Shackelford
Broker

4062 ARrieTa Ave NE o Keizer, OR o 503-390-2271 (’) '
WWW. SHERWOODPARK.COM f

SAND & GRAVEL

Willamette Valley
Animal Hospital

NOW OFFERING
ACUPUNCTURE
AND
CHIROPRACTIC
SERVICES

Owner
DR.SHERI MORRIS
B.Sc., DVM,
Diplomate, ABVP

5

Windsor Rock
PRODUCTS

Topsoil, Crushed Rock
Round Rock % E

Pea Gravel

You haul or we deliver
Prompt Service - Saturday until noon

Phone quotes

393-8920

824 Windsor Island Rd. N. = KEIZER

Gohn4L. Scott

REAL ESTATE

This could

L]
save your life.
You have options! We are different! We go N .
above and beyond what most Realtors will dlabﬂesnﬂl'g,FmeUt
. do! If selling, we help you paint, pressure
wash, move you, and help you with
staging your home! If buying, there
are two of us always available to
meet your needs and help you
through the buying process.

FIND OUT MORE AT www.ReamRealEstate.com

4975 River Road North
Keizer, OR 97303

503-393-7462
wvah.net

Mon & Fri: 8am-6pm,
Tue -Wed-Thu: 8am-9pm,
Sat: 8am-4pm, Sun: 11am-4pm
No Appt. Necessary

£\ American Diabetes Association.

CheckvUp America

diabetes.org/FindOut
1-800-DIABETES (342-2383)




