Lessons for gridders amid struggles

By ERIC A. HOWALD
Of the Keizertimes

The McNary High School
varsity football team ended
its season with a 42-21 loss
to Central Catholic High
School in the first round of
the state playoffs Friday, Nov.
6.

The Celtics experienced
a fair bit of success in the
season’s early going, but ran
into the buzzsaw of its sched-
ule four weeks ago. McNary
ended up losing its last four
games of the season.

Jeff  Auvinen, McNary
head coach, said the season’s
pivotal game proved to be a
10-7 loss to McKay High
School in the fourth week.

“It really hurt us in the
power rankings and gave us
a loss that we couldn’t really
afford, but it also woke us up
a little bit. It spurred us into
some good efforts with the
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McNary’s Hayden Sader turns up the field en route to a first down in McNary’s game with Central
Catholic High School Friday, Nov. 6.

teams after that,” he said.

McNary won its next
two outings against Mec-
Minnville and Forest Grove
High School. The latter was
the Celtics’ most dominating
performance of the season
and ended with a final score
of 51-28.

After losing the next week
in a 43-40 squeaker hosting
West Salem High School,
the boys seemed to lose a bit
of confidence as the league
leaders in the Greater Valley
Conference took their posi-
tions on the opposite side of
the field.

Still, McNary finished
fourth in the league.

“The thing was is we were
in a tough league this season
and we finished near the top,”
said Celt LaCroix Hill.

Even as the season was
ending Trent Van Cleave, Mc-
Nary quarterback, said some
things had survived the team’s
late-season struggles.

NOVEMBER BARGAINS

of the M o NTH ®

Foilds in half for easy storaga

SAVE 40%
or more

3499

6-Ft. Deluxe Banquet Table
Steel frame with powder-coated finish,
W B2 536 1 Wnile suppies tast

Contents on table not included.

Johnsen

YOUR CHOICE

2/56

Glade® Holiday Pluglns® Scented
0il Refill with FREE Warmer =
Select spruce or apple cinnamon scent. \o
W 198 088, 089 BB wnio suppies st
3.8-0z. Scented Wax Candle pedre
Select spruce or apple cinnamon scent. SRt
W 108 090, 091 BE whio supplies last

€0sCOo’
SAVE 30%

Steel Folding Chair

W 157 249 F4 e suppies tast

YOUR CHOICE A

105-Light LED Icicle-Style Sets
Availabie in warm white, cool white or multicolor.
T 150 664, 665, 666 B12 Wede suppes last

Brooks True Value Hardware
5050 Brooklake Rd. NE, Salem, OR 97305 » 503-393-1251

BEHIND EVERY PROJECTIS A

Jiucel/alue.

Sale ends 11/30/2015  cos T vaer company. Al rights reserved.

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com order:

Save money and
help save the planet.

mcrecycles.

net

“We definitely didn’t fulfill
our potential, but we're still a
family,” he said.

In hope of getting closer
to fulfilling that potential in
2016, Auvinen planned to
start offseason workouts in
the coming weeks.

“We need to get a little
stronger and tougher physi-
cally and mentally. The big
thing is getting stronger. The
younger kids are pretty ex-
cited to start on that path,’
Auvinen said. “We didn’t
quite get there this season,
but its our goal in every
game. I want our younger
kids to learn from the desire
our seniors had this season
and from the pitfalls they en-
countered along the way.”
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For the team’s depart-
ing seniors, Auvinen said he
would like them to take away
lessons of cooperation and
teamwork.

“Football is the ultimate
game of everyone doing their
job. That means doing your
job and trusting everyone
else to be doing their jobs,”
he said. “It’s a total coop-
erative effort and, when we
were doing those things, we
were a pretty good team. I'd
like them to learn from those
moments about the value of
cooperation and teamwork.
It makes us a lot stronger
when we work together.”
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where-to and how-to from
them. George, who had lived
there all his life, warned me,
“Opening weekend is always a
mess. Too many hunters, too
many dogs and lots of confu-
sion. You have to know most of
the farmers to get permission
to hunt. A high percentage of
the hunters will not hunt again
the rest of the season.”

My trusty book had warned
me not to hunt my young dog
in a crowd with other dogs. So,
opening weekend I slipped out,
not letting Rusty see me leave.
I was thankful for the guid-
ance of the book. As George
had said, “it was a mess.” We
had big aggressive dogs out of
control, dog fights, birds going
in all directions, cripples down
and running, and lots of shoot-
ing and yelling. I learned a
lot about what not to do. All
weekend I kept thinking that
Monday after work, Rusty
and I would be out there for a
quality experience.

So, here we are, and he’s
locked on point. He doesn’t
flinch as I ease up to him in
the ankle deep alfalfa.

I think to myself, “T have to
kill this first bird for Rusty.”

The rooster explodes into
the air with a loud cackle as
he heads straight away. The
12-gauge Ithaca swings into
place and, as coach had taught
me, I whisper, “shoot-him-in-
the-butt.” The rooster is dead
in the air at 30 yards.

This is a totally new experi-
ence for Rusty. The bird hits
the ground and he is on it in a
heartbeat. The next minute or
so becomes one of the greatest
experiences I have ever had in
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the field.

Rusty grabs the rooster,
drops it, wheels, lets out a “yip”
and charges at me in a dead
run. My first thought is he has
grabbed a sharp, broken wing
bone. At about three feet, he
leaps straight into my chest,
and almost knocks me down.
I try to hug him with one arm,
but it’s like trying to hug a
freshly landed 40-pound salm-
on. He squirts out of my arm
and heads back to the rooster.
He flips it in the air, streaks out
in a 30-yard circle as hard as
he can run, ears flying in the
air, and a “yip, yip, yip” each
time he hits the ground! I put
the shotgun aside just in time
for him to jump into my arms
again.

I have never seen such un-
controlled joy in an animal.
He repeats his circling routine
again. [ sit there in the cool
autumn air, tears of joy rolling
down my cheeks.

Rusty’s first rooster will al-
ways occupy a special place in
my heart.
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“Undefeated? 1 still can
hardly process it. I remem-
ber our first practice like it
was yesterday,” said T. Lar-
imer. “Eleven of my 25 play-
ers had never played football
before, and half of them took
one look at Junior and Fowler
and Young and were scared to
death. But my staft—Marcus
and Coach Barker, as well as
my main assistant Angel Ochoa
and line coaches Jason Wall-
ing and Zach Drake (another
former Whiteaker and Mc-
Nary captain) were amazing
from day one—they created
a culture based on technique,
teaching, repetition and pure
positive reaffirmation, and the
kids completely bought in.”

“Before the game tonight
I asked my kids if they cared
enough about their teammates
to give their very best on the
biggest stage—and that’s ex-
actly what they did.”

J. Walling added, “This sea-
son 1s the result of players and
coaches who are fully com-
mitted to a common cause.”

Submitted by Tom Larimer
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