TAX: ‘If what the community sees
is significant, it will be supported.’

(Continued from pg. A1)
“For some small employers,
any amount is significant so
they are passionate,” Vobora
added.“Bigger businesses don’t
see it as a big deal, since it’s part
of being in the community.
In the middle, some see it as
not a big deal and others say
we shouldn’t subsidize public
transit. Those dynamics over
the years haven’t changed.”
One thing that has changed
over the years has been the
level of LTD service, but
even their pared back level of
service would make Salem-
Keizer Transit officials take
notice. Cuts in 2004 meant
the latest buses Monday
through Saturday left at 10:45
p-m. Restoring more service
this year means the latest buses
leave at 11:45 p.m. Monday
through Friday (and Saturday
next year). Sunday service runs
from 8 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.
Thats a big difference in
service from what Salem-
Keizer Transit offers. Currently
service here ends at 9 p.m.,
with no weekend service.

Passage of the the ballot
measure 24-388 would extend
service until 11 p.m. during
the week. Cherriots general
manager Allan Pollock said
weekend service hours aren’t
certain yet.

“The final exact times
haven’t been finalized but
the draft plan generally has
Saturday starting at 7 a.m. and
ending at 9 p.m.,” Pollock said.
“Sunday would start at 8 a.m.
and end at 7 p.m.”

Another change in Eugene-
Springfield is faster service.

In 2007, LTD started the
Emerald Express (EmX) rapid
transit  system, connecting
downtown  Eugene  with
downtown Springfield. The
service was expanded in
Springfield in 2011 and is
scheduled to expand to west
Eugene in 2017. The cost
of that expansion is pegged
at close to $100 million; the
Federal Transit Authority last
month announced plans to
fund $75 million of that.

With EmX, buses come
every 10 minutes and travel in

part along specific EmX lanes
paid for with federal money.

Vobora said LTD gets $7.6
million a year in fares, which
helps the transit district get
$6.1 million in federal formula
funds, which are wused for
capital projects like buses and
buildings. For example, the
EmX buses are separate from
regular LTD buses and new
stations have been built for the
extended service.

“The funding can be
flexed, so it can be used for
maintenance as well as buses,”
Vobora said. “It become
operating revenue. Out of the
$6.1 million in formula funds,
we flex over $4 million into
the general fund, mainly for
maintenance.”

During a  community
conversation last month, one
suggestion for bringing more
transit revenue for Cherriots
was putting advertising on
buses. Robert Krebs, chair of
the transit board, said costs
to administer an advertising
program cost more than the
program was bringing in, so

Business

that was scrapped.

Voborasaid LTD uses Lamar
Advertising, which used to
handle the Cherriots account
as well. All told, Vobora said
LTD brings in about $410,000
a year in bus advertising. That
includes a separate amount for
a EmX-specific contract.

“Lamar had a hard time
selling ads for EmX, since
we had it at a higher cost
to keep the buses looking
sleek,”Vobora said. “When we
rewrote the contract in 2013,
I carved out the EmX fleet
and sold that to the University
of Oregon directly. That’s a
separate contract with the
UO and then they work with
Lamar to do the placement.
We get about $150,000 for
that”

Having the UO in Eugene
highlights one of the key
differences between LTD and
Cherriots: LTD doesn’t have
much state government use to
depend on, while Cherriots
gets much higher revenue in
that category while having a far
lower student population than
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U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio drives an LTD EmX bus at the January
2011 opening of the new Gateway station in Springfield.

the UO provides LTD. State
employees have a .6 percent
tax to fund transit through the
Mass Transit Assessment fund.
That pays about $5 million a
year to Cherriots. By contrast,
Vobora said LTD gets about
$200,000 from the fund. The
fund used to pay LTD about
$1.5 million a year when UO
employees were considered
state workers, but that funding
is now part of the payroll tax
with the university’s current
governmental structure.

Vobora acknowledges
starting a new payroll tax now
would be a tough sell.

“It would be interesting,”’
he said. “Businesses are feeling
that with new regulations like
sick leave and the minimum

wage increase, everything
piles up on them. It would be
a harder sell to the business
community at this point. It
would be a good discussion.
If what the community sees is
significant, it will be supported.

“Part of that is the education
about what the rate equates to
and what the average business
would pay,” he added. “We
did focus groups this year, to
get business people to know
all the details of where their
money goes. When you show
them the numbers, the average
payroll tax doesn’t pay a
significant amount of money.
(In  Salem-Keizer), having
people understand what that
amount is is helpful in the
dialogue.”

Divorce

FOOT & ANKLE CARE

Dean McNabb, DPM
BOARD CERTIFIED

FUNERAL HOME

FUNERAL HOME

WE ARE EVERYTHING

Custody

Spousal
Support

Eggert & Associates PC
Attorney at Law

960 Broadway St NE, Suite 2 - Salem

503-837-6111

Your Feet
are

Specialty

Pacific Northwest
Foot & Ankle

503.390.0959
4905 RIVER RD N — KEIZER

CROWN

MEMORIAL CENTERS
CREMATION & BURIAL

A A Fradiion™
Salem - 412 Lancaster Dr / 503-581-6265

Low Cost Cremation,
Burial, & Funerals
Simple Cremation - $495
Simple Direct Burial - $550
Traditional Funeral - $1,975

www.ANewTradition.com

ExCEPT OVERPRICED

Simple Cremation $695

L]
§Keizer
FUNERALN- CHAPEL
4365 RIVER ROAD N, KEIZER

503.393.7037

Inexpensive Burial and Funeral Options

Pre-Planning Available

On-Site Crematory

HOME IMPROVEMENT

" | BUILDING
\ BC | MATERIALS

—.— BARGAIN
oeLiver: GEENTER, INC.

DOORS, WINDOWS, CABINETS,
775 FRONT STREET NE - SALEM

LUMBER, PLYWOOD,
FENCING, SIDING, FLOORING, CALL US AT 503-363-9070

INSULATION - AND MORE!

HEATING & COOLING

Keizer Beltone
Hearing
5466 River Road N.

e FREE TESTING

* New Digital Technology
* Many FREE services

* Hearing Aid Repairs

<Beltone
Helping the world hear better

503-393-2222 wsetorecon

YOUR COMFORT
IS OUR BUSINESS

CECS,

HEATING & ‘Qﬁ

Al CONDOITIONING

CleanEnergyComfore.com

503.304.1320
3816 River Rd N - Keizer
CCB #193064

Get answers. Share ideas.
Your connection begins at
USA.gov — the official source
for federal, state and local
government information.

“USA.gov

1 (800) FED-INFO

MEMORY CARE

COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Yard cleanups, mowing, pruning,
bark dusting, and more!

NEW MEMORY CARE IN KEIZER

Dementia Specific Activity Programs
’ Support Groups & Family Education
. g Weekly Housekeeping Services
Neighborhood Styly & Design
NICKI GATES Medication Management THE ARBOR
Agent Assistant A

Daycare & Respite Care As——
at /F/;'rfﬂn'/':' (/."M'{'

503-856-7440

NEAL BUENZ

Agent Extraordinaire

“Making Insurance FUN”
450 Claggett Court N, Keizer, OR 97303

(503)304-0111 - 103 McNary Estates Dr N
www.arboratavamerecourt.com

nbuenz@amfam.com - Like Us on Facebook

MEMORY CARE

— A Residential Memory Care Facility —

WI@SNG

at Eola Hills

CALLTODAY - 503.304.8849

LAM

S A DEADLY
LUNG DISEASE
WITH NO
KNOWN CURE 2

Learn More
Visit thelamfoundation.org

NURSING & REHAB

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 39 YEARS

o] L

NURSING & REHAB CENTER

24-Hour SkiLLeD NURSING ® THERAPY ® WOUND MANAGEMENT
+ LoNG Term CARE ® DEMENTIA CARE ® AWARD WINNING ACTIVITIES
~  Deucious HOMEMADE FOoD @ LovELY SURROUNDINGS ® CARING STAFF

> IE

CREATING MOMENTS EMORIES™

4062 Ariera Ave NE o Keizer, OR © 503-390-2271
WWW. SHERWOODPARK.COM

NC 1030

SAND & GRAVEL

Windsor Rock
PRODUCTS

Topsoil, Crushed Rock
Round Rock

Pea Gravel

You haul or we deliver
Prompt Service - Saturday until noon

Phone quotes

393-8920

824 Windsor Island Rd. N. = KEIZER

Willamette Valley

Animal Hospital

NOW OFFERING
ACUPUNCTURE

AND
3, CHIROPRACTIC
E SERVICES

Owner

Dk e e . Antique, Rustic and

Diplomate, ABVP Reclaimed Treasures,

M | Cottage, Home Decor & More!
ik © 8030 Wheatland Rd N » Keizer
‘m . 503.856.8150 ¢ Find Us on Facebook

| Ken Ream 503-881-5335
. “ Carolyn Ream 503-551-3656

- BackRoad
" COUNTRY STORE.

- Unique, Vintage, Primitive
~ and Painted Furniture.

John 4L Scott

REAL ESTATE

i
| You have options! We are different! We go

above and beyond what most Realtors will
do! If selling, we help you paint, pressure
wash, move you, and help you with
staging your home! If buying, there

are two of us always available to

meet your needs and help you

through the buying process.

4975 River Road North
Keizer, OR 97303

503-393-7462
wvah.net

Mon & Fri: 8am-6pm,
Tue -Wed-Thu: 8am-9pm,
Sat: 8am-4pm, Sun: 1Tam-4pm
No Appt. Necessary

FIND OUT MORE AT www.ReamRealEstate.com

CR 0115




