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NC

WEDDINGS / RECEPTIONS

WEDDINGS  •  RECEPTIONS 
SOCIAL EVENTS

HOST YOUR EVENT AT

Visit the all new
KeizerHeritage.org

CR

LAWN SERVICES

COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Yard cleanups, mowing, pruning,

bark dusting, and more!

CALL TODAY - 503.304.8849

CR

SAND & GRAVEL

Windsor Rock
        PRODUCTS

393-8920
824 Windsor Island Rd. N. • KEIZER

Topsoil, Crushed Rock 
Round Rock
Pea Gravel

You haul or we deliver
Prompt Service - Saturday until noon

Phone quotes

CR

REAL ESTATE

Ken Ream 503-881-5335
Carolyn Ream 503-551-3656

You have options! We are different! We go 
above and beyond what most Realtors will 

do! If selling, we help you paint, pressure 
wash, move you, and help you with 
staging your home! If buying, there 

are two of us always available to 
meet your needs and help you 

through the buying process.

FIND OUT MORE AT www.ReamRealEstate.com

CR

VETERINARIAN

4975 River Road North
Keizer, OR 97303

503-393-7462
wvah.net

Mon & Fri: 8am -6pm, 
Tue -Wed-Thu: 8am-9pm,

Sat: 8am -4pm, Sun: 11am-4pm
No Appt. Necessary

Owner
DR.SHERI MORRIS 

B.Sc., DVM,
Diplomate, ABVP

NOW OFFERING
ACUPUNCTURE

AND
CHIROPRACTIC

SERVICES

CR

NURSING & REHAB
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 39 YEARS

Our family serving your familyOur family serving your family

4062 ARLETA AVE NE • KEIZER, OR • 503-390-2271
WWW.SHERWOODPARK.COM

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING • THERAPY • WOUND MANAGEMENT

LONG TERM CARE • DEMENTIA CARE • AWARD WINNING ACTIVITIES

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE FOOD • LOVELY SURROUNDINGS • CARING STAFF

Business&Services

CR

HEARING

• FREE TESTING
• New Digital Technology
• Many FREE services
• Hearing Aid Repairs

Keizer Beltone 
Hearing

5466 River Road N.

Helping the world hear better
www.beltone.com503-393-2222

HOME IMPROVEMENT

1225

B
B

M
C

BUILDING 
MATERIALS
BARGAIN 
CENTER, INC.
775 FRONT STREET NE - SALEM
CALL US AT 503-363-9070

DOORS, WINDOWS, CABINETS, 
LUMBER, PLYWOOD,

FENCING, SIDING, FLOORING, 
INSULATION - AND MORE!

YES WE
DELIVER!

1218

HEATING & COOLING

503.304.1320
3816 River Rd N - Keizer

CCB #193064

YOUR COMFORT
IS OUR BUSINESS

MEMORY CARE

1030

INSURANCE SERVICES

1218

(503) 304-0111 • 103 McNary Estates Dr N
nbuenz@amfam.com • Like Us on Facebook

“Making Insurance FUN”

GO GET YOUR DREAM. WE’LL PROTECT IT.

NEAL BUENZ
Agent Extraordinaire

NICKI GATES
Agent Assistant

MEMORY CARE

1030

CR

FUNERAL HOME

www.ANewTradition.com

Low Cost Cremation,
Burial, & Funerals

Simple Cremation - $495
Simple Direct Burial - $550

Traditional Funeral - $1,975

Memorial Centers
Cremation & Burial

Salem - 412 Lancaster Dr / 503-581-6265

CR

FOOT & ANKLE CARE

Dean McNabb, DPM

Pacifi c Northwest 
Foot & Ankle

4905 RIVER RD N – KEIZER

Your Feet 
are My 
Specialty

BOARD CERTIFIED

503.390.0959

FUNERAL HOME

CR

We are Everything
 Except Overpriced

4365 RIVER ROAD N, KEIZER 
503.393.7037

Simple Cremation $695
Inexpensive Burial and Funeral Options

Pre-Planning Available

On-Site Crematory

CR

FAMILY LAW

Divorce

Custody

Spousal 
Support

960 Broadway St NE, Suite 2 - Salem

503-837-6111

Eggert & Associates PC
Attorney at Law

“I called my dad and explained the 
opportunity. He told me to stay and 
do it. He’s always been my biggest 
supporter,” Lucas said. 

The course was intended to take 
about a year to complete and then 
the graduates would be hooked up 
on the local pro wrestling circuit. 

“You learn how to take a bump 
and protect your head. Then you 
learn footsteps, which is the psychol-
ogy of wrestling moves. It’s like being 
a ballerina. You have to learn certain 
techniques to do certain things even 
down to applying simple things like a 
hammerlock,” he said.

Lucas completed the entire gaunt-
let in nine months and credits his 
amateur background for seeing him 
through. 

Then, on his way home from one 
of his two jobs on his bike, in the week 
set to graduate, fate dealt him a cruel 
twist: he was hit by a car. The bike 
frame crumpled causing the chain to 
fl y free. The chain wrapped around 
Lucas’ arm and he was dragged along 
until the driver was able to stop. 

“I was riding across from a park 
where they have softball games there. 
Luckily, there were games going 
on and, when I was run over, I had 
people who saw what happened and 
called for help. If it wasn’t for that I 

probably wouldn’t be here,” Lucas 
said. 

He woke up six weeks later in 
a nursing home fi lled with senior 
citizens a few weeks before his 19th 
birthday. He remembers the year be-
cause he was given a WWE video 
game for his birthday to fi ll his time 
and the game title years always run 
ahead of the current one. 

“I was diagnosed with a traumatic 
brain injury, short term memory loss 
and the doctors told my family that 
if I survived the coma I might not 
be able to walk or talk again or do 
much of anything for myself,” Lu-
cas said. “I think I was stubborn, like 
all the women in my family. I think 
learning how to take the bumps in 
wrestling also helped.”

He spent the next several years 
learning how to function as a survi-
vor of a brain injury, but picked up 
a number of skills along the way. He 
earned a Career Readiness Certifi -
cate and another certifi cate in guest 
and lodging services from the Ar-
kansas Career Training Institute. 

Lucas fi nally moved to Oregon 
about three years ago and began 
working with Vocational Rehabili-
tation Services to fi nd a job. After a 
year of temporary job placements, 
Lucas decided he wanted to add a 
GED to his arsenal of credentials 
and began working with tutors at 
Keizer’s Mid-Valley Literacy Center. 
In September, he got approval for 
special accommodations – like extra 
time, a calculator for the math por-
tions and an assisting reader – to take 
the tests at Chemeketa Commu-
nity College where he’s just begun 
classes. 

“Having a brain injury isn’t part 
of my plan, but I’ve got to deal with 
it,” Lucas said. “The thing I’m hav-
ing diffi culty with now is what to do 
after the GED. I get six free credits at 
Chemeketa if I pass the GED with 
them and I’d like to put them toward 
a degree.

“The biggest thing for me is not 
letting my brain injury overpower 
me. If I don’t do something it should 
be because that’s my choice.”

“Chris was very good in encour-
aging them to assist law enforcement,” 
Bickers said. “Because of how sophis-
ticated Chris is in the process, it went 
very quickly. In my opinion, this was the 
most successful overdose investigation 
I’ve been a part of. They went straight 
up vertically in four days.”

“The case was successful because 
of the cooperation from everyone in-
volved,” said Nelson, who was on a 
DEA (Drug Enforcement Agency) task 
force at the time. “Sgt. Andrew Cope-
land and his team did a good job identi-
fying everyone involved that night. They 
provided that information to me the 
next morning. We spoke to the room-
mate about what was occurring at the 
home and what she knew.”

From there, Nelson and his team 
found who the source of the drugs was 
and kept working their way up the drug 
supply chain.

Nelson noted a couple of sus-
pects weren’t initially cooperative, but 
changed their tunes after talks with 
Bickers. Once the cooperation was 
gained, ascension up the drug supply 
chain continued.

“Kathleen has been a driving force 
behind Len Bias cases in Portland and 
has been recognized by many fed-
eral prosecutors,” Nelson said. “AUSAs 
around the country have been talking 

with her.”
Likewise, people have been talking 

with Nelson and Roelof.
“We have used this case as a teaching 

tool with the National Advocacy Cen-
ter,” Bickers said. “Chris and Garrett 
have been requested by other agencies 
to teach on this case. It went really well. 
It really was spearheaded by Chris and 
the Keizer Police Department.”

A top person of the supply chain, 
Sergio Quezada-Lopez of Mexico, was 
arrested a week after Putnam’s death. 
He entered a guilty plea in August 2014 
to conspiracy to distribute heroin in 
quantities of one kilogram or more that 
resulted in death. During the investi-
gation, it was learned Quezada-Lopez 
was a high level member of a large scale 
conspiracy involving the distribution of 
signifi cant quantities of heroin in Ore-
gon, Washington, Nevada and Colorado.

Nelson credited the hard work of all 
involved.

“I appreciate the recognition, but 
the success for this case was not done 
by one person,” he said. “It was done by 
an entire team. It was local prosecutors 
from the Marion County District At-
torney’s offi ce, offi cers with the Keizer 
and Salem Police Departments, all the 
agencies involved with the DEA, all of 
the police agencies in the Portland area. 
The success of the case was the joint ef-
fort by law enforcement and prosecu-
tors. We could have not done it without 
all of the cooperation. We were the case 
agents, but we were really accepting the 
award on behalf of everyone involved.”

NELSON,
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LUCAS,
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NC

GET ANSWERS

NC

LAM FOUNDATION

Thomas Lucas in 
a wrestling mash 
from his days of 
training to be a pro 
wrestler.

Submitted


