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“It was tough, I know noth-
ing about the internet and the
cleaning lady at our retirement
home had to help me with
that. You would have thought

I worked at OfficeMax since [
spent so much time there, but
they were a big help,” Christo-
pherson said.

The hard work paid off in
the end. Graham’ first book,
Wally’s Friends, is already avail-
able on amazon.com and
barnesandnoble.com, and three
more are in the offing.

Graham and Christopherson
think there are several morals
to their story: listen to the nag-
ging kids, never feel too old to
try something new, something
or other about the importance
of friendship and seeing each
other’s uniqueness.

“Wally is a terrific human
being even though he doesn’t
always believe it,” Christopher-
son said.

“I never would have done it
without him,” said Graham. “I
would have gotten disgusted in
the first 10 minutes of trying.”

It’s almost too easy to draw
parallels between their story
and Graham’s first poem about

a toad and a bear, but the resem-
blance is too precious to ignore.

That very first poem, written
more than 20 years ago, ends

Business{ Services

with the line:
“So children, don’t be blue.
There’s something

about every one of you.”

Submitted
Wally Graham'’s illustration for the Mister Toad poem.
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Allan  Pollock,  general
manager of  Salem-Keizer
Transit, said the transit district
wouldn’t start collecting the
funds until April 2017. How-
ever, more service would be
implemented before that.

“The plan as it stands now
is to implement Saturday ser-
vice in the summer of 2016,
then Sunday and extra eve-
ning service probably the
summer of 2017, Pollock
said. “We have reserves to use
before the funds are collected,
but we'’re still not sure of the
exact timing. That is our ten-
tative schedule.”

Weekend and  extended
evening service used to be
part of the transit district, but
were cut several years ago due
to the recession. Adding ser-
vices back has been the main
goal of the district’s Moving
Forward plan.

Phase 1 of the plan, be-
ing implemented on Sept. 8,
calls for increased frequency
on busy routes, buses run-
ning on a consistent schedule
and more cross-town routes
throughout Salem and Keizer.

The additional service to

be funded by the payroll tax
would be phase 2 of the Mov-
ing Forward plan.

In the spring, transit offi-
cials conducted surveys to see
if the payroll tax or a property
tax would be more popular
with the public.

“We did two surveys, a
telephone survey and an on-
line survey,” Pollock said.“The
data from the telephone sur-
vey, which is statistically valid,
is when we surveyed 300 like-
ly voters in the service area.”

In the phone survey, half of
the voters were asked about
the property tax first, with
the other half asked about
the payroll tax first. When the
property tax option was given
first, 58 percent of respondents
were in favor. When the pay-
roll question was asked first,
67 percent were in favor.

When more specific costs
were given, support for prop-
erty tax fell to 49 percent,
while support for the payroll
tax fell to 57 percent. Once
the payroll question was clari-
fied to indicate employers
would be the ones paying,
support went back up to 61
percent.

“Then we did an online
survey, which had more than
2,000 respondents,” Pollock
said. “We were very pleased

with 2,000 responses. Gener-
ally the numbers were pretty
much the same.”

Based on those survey re-
sults, board members opted to
go with the payroll tax option,
which would be about $1,050
a year for a business with an
annual payroll of $500,000.

If the levy is approved, Pol-
lock said a new student bus
pass program would tentative-
ly be implemented in Septem-
ber 2016.

“But I know the board is
also thinking about doing it
earlier,” Pollock said. “We’re
still trying to finalize the
numbers.”

Plans should be more firm
soon.

“These are all tentative
plans,” Pollock said. “The
board will decide on an im-
plementation schedule prob-
ably in their August meeting.”

For more information on
the Moving Forward plan go
to Cherriots.org/MovingFor-
ward.
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Gome See Our New Showroom

* Experienced
GUiSinger * Knowledgeable
* Friendly

Owner

Worker’s Compensation
Personal Injury ¢ Auto Accidents
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5605 Inland Shores Way, Suite 206
503-463-8388

3800 River Rd N
in Keizer
503-390-0161
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APPLIANCE

Koho & Beatty

Attorneys at Law, PC

e General Practice
e Family Law
¢ Business Law

e Government Law ‘
DENNIS ELEANOR
KOHO 503-390-3501 BEATTY

5305B River Road N, Keizer, OR 97303 www.koholaw.com

6398 Wheatland Rd N - Keizer g 503-390-2850

BARKDUST

Brakes! Tires!

Batteries!
Full Service Oil Changes!

Best tire prices in town... Guaranteed!
Open 6 days per week —
No appointment necessary
We Service
ALL MAKES & MODELS
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TIRE & AUTO CENTER

DELIVERY OR U-HAUL
+ Hemlock Mulch

« Sawdust

* Decorative Rock

* Top Soil

+ Sand & Gravel

« Fir Bark Mulch

(“BARK BOYS)

2840 Cherry Ave. NE + 378-7379

3555 River RA N + (503) 304-7555

ATTORNEY

Walsh & Associates

Attorneys at Law

503 304-4886

- | * Personal Injuries
e Wrongful Death
* Auto Accidents

Free Consultation
No fee until we win

Richard
Walsh

5845 Shoreview Ln. N.
Suite 100, Keizer

Estate Planning
Elder Law
Probate
Social Security

503-371-9636

Wills & Trusts
Asset Protection
Medical Directives
Guardian & Conservatorships

Protecting You & the Ones You Love

Kathy
Belcher

Attorney at Law

Law Offices of McGinty & Belcher
694 High Street NE, Salem
www.mcginty-belcher.com

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Jackson’s Body Shop Inc.

3353 Silverton Road NE ¢ Salem «

503-363-1990

Jackson’s Body Shop, Inc. is owned and operated by the third generation of

the family since its founding in 1958. Current owners (and cousins) Jerry Jackson,

the president and Larry Jackson, the vice president, are following the same ideals

set down by they their fathers and grandfather.

Every customer receives personalized service at Jackson’s Body Shop.

Shuttle service is provided to and from home or office for customers. Loaner cars

are available, also.

The staff at Jackson’s are I-CAR trained technicians; Jerry and Larry have

more than 65 years of combined experience. ‘“We want you and your family to be

safe after your car has been repaired,” said Larry Jackson.

To help keep drivers safe on the road, Jackson’s Body Shop offers free

headlight service and bulb replacement. Aside from helping customers with their

auto body needs, the business is deeply involved with community projects.

COLLISION REPAIR DIABETES EXTERIOR HOME PAINTING

COLLECTION SERVICES

WE PROTECT YO
REPUTATION
AND WE

GET YOUR

MONEY
BACK!

COLLECTIONS, nc.

1375 13TH ST SE - SALEM

(503) 364-0455
cascadecollections.com

E CASCADE

Come in & receive a
FREE Light Check

& Bulb Replacement

JACKSON'S

BODY SHOP INC.

3353 Silverton Road NE
Salem ¢ 503-363-1990

Give Us Your Keys, & You'll be Pleased!

This could

save your life.
diabetes.org/FindOut

£\ American Diabetes Association.

CheckvUp America

diabetes.org/FindOut
1-800-DIABETES (342-2383)

FADING? PEELING?
CRACKING?

Call Shelby Strout
McNary Graduate

971-600-6126

Divorce
Custody

Spousal
Support

Eggert & Associates PC

FREE ESTIMATES

Attorney at Law

COLLEGE WORKS

960 Broadway St NE, Suite 2 - Salem

503-837-6111




