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About three o'clock we went into
# big woods, we got orders to
make Anwn our beds, well believe
ne we wasn't very particular
where we made them, any place
was good enough for me,

When we got up the next
morning we didn't have any thing
to eat, and what | mean we were
hungry. We could just see a
church steeple from over the hill,
A buneh of us went over there to
the town. The French people
had just left the day before in
such a hurry that they had left
their chickens cooped up and even
cows tied up in the barns. There
was plenty of wine in the cellars,
We didn’t do a thing to that, We
each got us a half a dozen chick-
eng and tame rabbits and a
basket full of potatoes and a few
bottles of wine and went back to
thewoods, We spent the rest of
the day cooking this scuff in our
mess kits and eating. We lived
this way for a week or more,

Well this was when the duteh
was making their last big drive
for Paris,

Our infantry and Marines were
just taking over the front lines,
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We were just back of the lines 4
little ways digging reserve
trenches and machine gun ims-
wments at night and staving
of sight in the woods in the
1
bout the last of May.
vn as the Cheateau
| Sector
# 1 .
! t all ! n ¢ \
iar a wi ent
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I s We
i 1t artiii
d to dig dug outs
So we dug them
nd eovered them over with
t les a littje at
n+ end tocerawl in. These
rotect yvou from shrapne! and
ngh explosive fragments. We
gtaved in these holes until a little
'b+fore day light the next morn-
ing. When we received otders
to wo up a little closer. We just
oot to the woods Wwhere we were
going to stop, and here came ¢ld
Fritsyvs Congratu'ati ns, about a
dozen big high explosive shells,
Thevy hit all around us. They
killed one man and wounded four
That was the first shells we had
ever neard, We were all almost

secared to death, We staved there
that dayv and dug in. That even

ing, the Marines took the town of
Bourachie and lost about half of
their men. Sothey called on the
2nd Engineers for support., So
there we went, we got there that
night and were divided Dp into
little bunches and put in the line
with the Marines. So the next
night we were helping them dig
trenches and wateh the line when
tte dutch sent over a counter

attack barrage. They shot every

¢ |gun they had and just as often as
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we study the International lesson. l—_

they could for a few hours. Now
believe me we were scared, If
it had been up to me to sign
Peace the square heads could of
had theirown terms. | was ready
to quit right there. This was
the first time in the front line ard
under a barrage forus. [ecoud
almost fesl one of those dutch
bayonets easing into my stomach,
but before we got out of that
place we got more used to them
and they didn’t bother us so much
but that is one thing you can’t
get used to, is a barrage.

Then we went back to our old
job digging trenches at night and
staying under cover in the woods
in day time. We would get shelled
mnst every night. We stayed in
bl the same woods for thirty-five
davs, working at night. That is
where we first got lousie, been
that way ever since. It was hard
enough to get water to drink let
alone wash,

The 9th Infantry called on us
then to go over the top with them
at Veaux. Now maybe you think
our hair didn't stand on end. We
went over all right, all of us to-
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! gether captured about four hund-
rad prsmers and too many
guns to count. Right there is
where | got all that echicken
hearted stuff taken out of me. 1
seen men that were shotall to
pieces.

Then we ecame out and rested
for a few weeks.

By the way I spent'the Fourth
of July in a little hole on the side
hill there,

Then we went to Scissons and
over the top again with the
Marines, We went through one
of the awful barrages thatany
man ever went through. We lost
seventy-five men out of our
company there in less than an
hour. 1 had men shot down on
both sides of me. [ was expect-
ing mine any minute.

Again we rested a few weeks
and then we went to the St
Miheil Sector. Some of the
Engineers went over the top with
the Infantry as wire cutters, but
I was detached to the Tank Corps
to help them acecrcss the deep
trenches. The Infantry went so
fast that the tanks couldn’t keep
up. Now believe me | was glad
of it,

Then we came out and rested
again. Then we went to the
Champagne Sector. The poor
Engineers had to act as Infantry
again. We went up on the line
|m~l helped hold it for a few days.
The duteh seen us coming up,
what a hot reception
It was sure a dandy

and man,

we got.
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d] Wehzave got tc hand it to them,
i' | they

have got fine artillery
{ Every time we would get relieved
we would have to get at least fifty

replacements.

are

Now we coming to the
{finish. We went tothe Arrgonne
| Sector, this is where the Armist-

|
ice over taken us.
We ced roads until our

wWOork

are fInfantry .:ul Marines got to the

| Meuse river. Then we had to
Imake a wayv for them to cross,
!Wu? built a floating bridge and
{the night of Nov. 10th was the
excepted night to float the bridge
ACCross. Now remember our
front line was on one side of the
river and the dutch on the other.

We
right

got our bridge' up there all

and got to working nieely,
when old Fritsy heard us. He
didn’t do a thing to us, but he
threw shells in that ravine as big
as a house. We got our bridge
accross in spite of his barragze.
Some of our Infantry anid Marines
got accross, but not as many as
started to cross.

We had heard that day that
the Armistice was going to be
signed the next day at eleven
o'clock, but we thought that it
was nothing more than a rumor.
The firing kept up until exactly
eleven o'clock. We could’nt hear
a sound. We could’'nt hardly
believe our ears. We wanted to
believe it but we were almost
afraid to, because we had ben
in such a fight the night before,
it didn't seem possible,

The people in the States must
of been glad when the Armistice
was signed, but you can ipagine
our feelings after eating monkey
meat and hard tack and carrying
a heavy pack on our back every
place we went for about six
mqgpths.

Then came the long hard old
march to the Rhein. [ thought
we were never going to reach it,
but we finallv got here with
nothing more than good sore feet
and an empty stomach,

I am now sleeping in a Dutch-
mans honse and in a feather bed
at that, also in the same room
with a german ex-soldier,

The old war wasn't so bad
after all since my feet got over
their soreness,

I will close hoping to hear from
vou s00n. Your lovinz Son
Cpl. Henry E, Riggs
Co. A. 2nd U. S. Engrs.
American E. F,
AP, 0. 710

“The super store places its
all at the disposal of our
country in her hour of need,
and now looks forward eager-
ly to the opening of the great-
est era of constructive effort
and rapid development of
civilization which mankind
has ever known.”

Our building is rapidly fill-
ing up with the very choicest
and most up-to-date line of
furniture and rugs ever shown
in the city of Salem. Every
day sees new pieces added to
our stocle,

Chamber suits in walnut,
Birdseye Maple, Mahogany,

QOak or Ivory White, of
{course we bave separate
pieces, such as
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