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Circumstantial

| By DONALD CHAMBERLIN
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ber. He made preparations to leave the

homestend to bis cousin, and when all
nnd he was about to leavy
Fergus to the bomestead
alighted and went into the house
Aondrew Cummings, o
pansing that at 0 o'clowk in the
evenlng He noticed MacAll
chalse before the gate, and ot the mo-
ment Alex MacGregor out evl
dently In n rage and passed down the
rond MacAllster did not return to his
home to dinner, and, since It
kuown that be had gope to the home
stend during the servant
was sent to fAnd oot If possible If he
was there. He found his master Iying

wns ready
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on the floor of the Hbrary dend Ilis
skull hand been fractured, apparently
with an lron poker that showed sigus

, of bhaving Inflicted the biow
Alexander MacGregor was suspected,

but It was not tlll Andy Commings
told of what he had seen that Alex
wis arrested. [lis story 18 that just
before leaving the homestead his cous
In bad come In T'he meeting 18 n

trying one to Alex, who had just been

dispossesnd He had u Ided |

cousin, saying that be bhad not a cent
In the world and knew not where to go
for n lodging. Fergus had taken o

a handful of gold pleces and offered
them to him  Alex bad scornfully de
elined to take them and had left the

bouse i nn exclited state of mind

MacGregor's misfortune
muech for Helen Cameron,
her father's commands, visited him io
Jull and sat beside him during the trinl,
mild marry
whatever the verdict might
no ope s)w

was oo

who, despite

declaring that she we him

be. Since

the murder committed her
lover was not convicted, but there were
few but belleved that he had wllled his
cousin Indeed, there was n
for his puatting

the way, for

special
out of

death he eame

motive Fergus
At Fergus'
agnin Inte possession of the estate he
bad lost

For a time Alex refused to permit
Helen %o make the sacrifice of marry
Ing n man who had been convieted by
| opinion If not by the courts. But when
It was found that If she were not per
mitted to bear her burde with
her life would still be
ents begred

him

wrecked his par

Alex to withdraw his op

position. The pair were married pr
vately and lived, not where the mur
der had been committed, but at Hel

en’s home

Alex drooped under the stigma of be
Ing considered hils lerer
He was cut by his old friends, and hafl
It not been for his wife not a1 human
belng would have crossed his thresh
old. Life to him was an intolerable
burden. He preferred death to such a

! e,

One day his wife went to the home
stead to examine the room where
her husband had told ber he had had
an interview with Fergus with n view

cousin's mun

to discovering a clew to the real mur
derer. 8he made a search of the room
where the corpse had been found and

under a baseboard caught a glimpse of
something yellow, Withdrawjng the
object it proved to be n gold sover
elgn,

MacGregor had told of the offer of

the gold pleces by his cousin, but had
no proof of his story. Helen, without
a word to her husband, took the sov

erelgn to her lawyer. e carried it
to the only bank In the vicinity, and
after an Investigation it was learned
that they had recelved a considerable
number of sovereigns of the same coin
nge (1848 just before the date of the
murder nnd on the morning of the day

MacAllster was killed had paid him Ar
ty of them
The plece Helen had found was the
only one that was traeed
thma Andy Cummi
or the w
of his nel bors to |
govereign to be hnt 1
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el Andy's
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go In and Investiggte the

wrath. In the library he had fonnd
n table the gold FPergus hnd i 1
Alex. Cupidity selzed him, He w
gnthering them In when Fergn i\
peared. A struggle followed 1
welzed the poker hy the fireplo
his opponent on the head
him.

o divert susplcton from himself he

had told what he had seen

The Beasutiful Cypresd
Of all the trees In Amerien the cy-
prows s o sutuiner the most benotiful
Ever fresh and grven, s tiny leaflets
reseinble the choicest ferne. Young, it
In o thing of chiarm; older, It is lnspir
ing und Interestiog, muature, It becomen

ma jestle, towerlug, with a long,
stralght, thick truuk, which makes the
best of durable lumber
It Is # tree of pld growth. It s
bardy corn belt, and
ril L) vl enewles or
! ol & cypress
tree I b P W J its wonderful
presence d 1 i e, and his son
might ewt i d ith the proceeds
sepidd the 2o L vge for o year
Wittt other tres ird shade, add
beauty nud make Oue lumber st the
wiue tue?
Cypress  trees  ransplant  easlly,
though they ) I e mulched the
first yenr I after vecaslionally

Ouee exly wre able w for-
1t for 1 Tnse . (C"ypress |leaves
Bave Iwen four inchanged In blocks

of voul devp down
ers finsetle

i the eurth, — Breed-

Fowl

The fut plumlbeer
fotl ol

“There 18 slinply no understanding
wommnn.” he observed

“Whaddye menn, understand? the
thin enrpenter asked, Just to start the
rouversition

“Well, for instance, a woman doesn't
object to being called a dock™

“No.”

“And she even smiles If some one
bappens to refer to her as a chicken™

*“Too true.”

“And most of them will stand for
being called squabs, brollers or turtle
doves.”

“Yes, yes, but what's the Idea?

“It's just (his.” the fat plamber ex.

Names.
wus lu a phllosoph-

clalmedd ‘A womnn objecta to belng
enlled a ben, and a hep ta the monst
gseful bird of the whole blooming

bunch.”~ Youngstown Telegram,

Tiny German States.

While it s well Known that some of
the Germnan states are of liputian
size, few persons are awnre that it Is

qulte possible to visit seven of them

including two kingdoms, two dochies
und three principalities \n an  ensy
walk of four and n half hours. A good
wnlker, startiug from Stelnbach, in

Bavarin, wil
Lichtentanne
Saxe-Melningen
ceeds o one

arrive o balf an hour at
which situated In

Thence the rond pro-
ind a half hours to
Ranschengesecs elder branch,
after which in n few minutes Glelma,
in Schwarzburgz Rudolstadt, s reached.
Hall un hour's walk brings the pedes
trian to Altenygeseces (Heuss. ynunger
branch An bour farther on lles
Drrogn'tz, on Prossian soil, nnd the last
Stnge Is another hour's stroll. Anishing
up ot Sanithal. Kaze-Altenburg.— Wash
Ington Stoe

I Reuss

Over Their Heads.
Lady Sauthwark. In bher "“Socinl and

Folitieal Reminlscences relates this

e of her father, the Inte Sir
Miomas= Chanmbers, during nn election
meeting o 1880, when Gladstone was

spenking for him In St Faocras:

When my father arrived the erowd
bullding was so dense that
physieally Impossible for him
An inspector, realizing this,
(d that he shoud go over and
1 the 'his extraor
nrried out. My father
with n gentle shove and
the hends of the
on all fours.  This, he sald. was
pot difienit wore bwowler
hots  Willing hands assisted. an1 when
e renched the inside of the door be

wius gently lowered to the ground.”
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One Exception.

Mrs, Hlane sald to ber danghter one
duvy

I nm certalnly easy on shoes  Look

patr of elnstic sides. I've worn

iree years, and they're as good

I'm easy on clothes too

« my tweed ~just ns fresh as the

Bought 1t seven years ago. And

hnts, gloves, stockings—in fact. I'm

v on everything ™

Excemt father, eb?" sald the daugh-

ter —Detroit Free Press
Bombs In Warfare.
It 1= elnlmed that during the slege
of I"urls In 10 the Parisians invent

ed the fArst hombs ever nsed
short of smmunition with which to
reply to the artillery of the Rearnals,

v set 1o fabrieating It as best they

i Ol natls and bits of wire,
other metals were rolled
up | eiden envelopes, nnd the can
with impro

o
londed these
thles

Right and Left
that probyably In every
Kngilsh right” orig
nerely ‘stralght,
e thus “normal
wis no opposite to

weak “nelli

More Worry.
v \ Ty 1ilects (i
baely, there!
| : Himents
sorry you told me that
me worry."-Loulsville
ronnl

War

iwnyes been he

mint n

worlils history hns Leen

I pow every day or week or

mantiy nag 4 new mednl for us —Olver

Holmes

precept, "Know
imeinted into thin

e 1 ‘Wnow  what
thou canst work st Cariyle

Being |

When
spend n week with his friend Tom Rob-

Bllly Olcott was Invited to

erts he was delighted. He had met
Tom's sister, Fanny, and had fallen be-
fore a palr of liquid brown eyes, a pair
of cornl lips and a palr of dimples,
one In each cheek, Since that meeting

he had thought of her by day and
dreamed of her by night He received
the Invitation on Monday for the fol-
lowing Friday. Then followed the
four longest days of Bllly's life. He
counted the hours till at last the day
of his departure arrived, and an bour
before dinner he was under the same
roof with the girl who bad enthralled
him. Now for the woolng.

Tom's brother, Jim, was {ll in bed
and did not make his appearance. On

the second night of Billy's visit he
went to bed at 11 o’clock and was soon
asleep. He was awakened by hearing
some one moving about the room.

Whoever it was tried to light a
match. [t sputtered a moment and
went out, but not before Billy saw by
its light the face of Fanny Roberts.

“There,” she grumbled, “the Iast
match gone, and 1 don't know where
to find another! However, 1 know ex-
ncetly where | left your medicine—in
the closet on the third shelf from the
bottom in the right band corner. 1
don't belleve In giving medicine in the
dark, but I'll risk it this time.”

Bllly bheard her groping and fum-
bling, and fnally she came to his bed-
side, put a glass half fuil of some

! ligquid to his lips and poured it down
his threat. Then she left him with a
good night.

Olcott was one of the most modest,
sensitive young men in the world, and
bhe considered young girls to be even
more sensitive than himself. If Fanny
kpew thit she had come into his room
at midnight by mistake to give him a
dose of medicine she wouul never get
over the shock. This |s the reason
why he bad pot made her mistake
known to her and why he had permit-
ted her to pour down his throat a
medicine he did not need.

He lay congratulating himself on the
delicacy with which he had handled
the matter and how, If she came to
know of her mistake, it wounld set him
up In ber opinion. Girls were some-
times caught by trifles, and he wouldn't
wonder if this bit of sacrifice would
cause her to fall in love with him.

Then be felt something down in his
stomach where the dose had gone that
felt as If a red hot poker had been ap-
plied to his Internals. He started. A
dose in the dark bad heen given him,
and might it not have been the wrong
medicine? Another application of the
hot poker. He sat up in bed, his hair
stood on end and a cold sweat broke
out all over him. Fanny had been
looking for a bottle in the closet in her
brother's room, not Billy's. She cer-
tainly had given him the wrong dose.

Great beavens! Could she have pol-
soned him?

A third application of the poker.
This time it seemed to Billy that some
one had gripped him with redhot pin-
cers. He sprang out of bed, ran to
Tom Roberts’ door and hammered on
it. “Tom came out in his pajamas and
asked what was the matter,

“Bring me an emetic as soon as yon
can!” eried Billy. “I'm afrald I've
swallowed poison.”

Tom rn to his sister's door, called
her up and told her to go downstairs
and bring up some mustard and warm
water. She tried to find out who had
been poisoned. but Tom told her to “go
on and be quick about it." When she
bronght up the emetic she found Billy's

door open, the room lighted and her
brother Lending over the groaning in-
valid

Then for the first time she under-

stood the cause of the trouble. She
flew to the closet, opened the door,
(took out a vial and read the label
Then she put the vial back agaln and
gave Billy a look, but said nothing.

“1 took n dose of that,” sald Billy
between gronns. “Will it kill me?”

“No," replied Fanny.

“What Is it?"

“A preparation of ginger and red
pepper.”

“1s that all?

“Yes; It won't hurt you."

“That's past praying for.
my vitnls.™

“Thank beaven it's no worse.”

“It’s bhad enough as It 8"

“IMow came you to take 1t?" gqueried
Tom

It's eating

Billy took advan-

is was a poser

tage of another Internal flrebrassd to
invent a story When the paroxysm
had passed he sald

“Just before | came np bhere 1 felt

slek and went to a doetor. He said 1
Il .||i[l:m;muu--_::||~'.m!w and gaye me
gome medicine for it. 1 forgot th take
t before going to bed; got up and hant-
@l for it in the dark
nto the wrong place.”

By this time the emetlc took effect,
and Fanny took advantage of the fact
to withdraw., While Billy was retch-
he thought he heard a te-hee in the
next room

“Confound that girl!” he sald men-
tally -l was doing something else
physieally =*“eatch me trying to shield
her nzaln. Next time she tries to give
me o dese I taro It down ber own
throat.™

Pt the next morning he felt better
il whs doing a lot of spooning—not
with medicine elther,

ng

l

I must havé got |

Dictionary Roeaders.

That the natives of Nigeria ure ea-
pable of advanced forms of educstion
is apparently proved by this little lnel-
dent told by Constance Larymore in
“A Resident’'s Wife In Nigerin:™

“My husband told we that n the
course of (the putrol they pussed
through a valley where the lnhubitants
of the rocks nnd hills above apparent-
ly made their homes in holes and
eaves. One member of the party ldly
asked what was the sclentific name
for cave dwellers, the word having
slipped his memory for the moment.
No one appeared to be able to supply
the word. But then the native luter-
preter, plodding aleng behind, came
up, saying: ‘Pardon me, sir. Don't you
mean troglodytes?

“The Foglishman, amazed, seked
where he bad ever heard such a word.
and ‘George’ replied placidly, ‘1 was
reading a dictionary one day and
saw i’

“l eannot Ilmagine myself reading a
German or Italian dictionary for plens.
are and =toring In my mind for future
use conversatiopally a speclally un-
upsunl sclentific term. [ only wish 1
could.”

Spartans Kept In Trim.

The anclent Spartuns pald as much
attention to the rearing of men as eat-
tie dealers In this country and England
in modern times do to the breeding of
cattle. They took charge of firmness
and looseness of men's flesh, and regu-
Iated the degree of fatness to which It
was lawful, In a free state, for any
citizen to extend his body.

Those who dared to grow too fat or
too soft for military exercise and the
service of Sparta were soundly whip-
ped. ;

In one particular instance, that of
Nauclis, the son of Polytus, the offend-
er was brought before the Epberi and
& meeting of the whole people of Spar-
ta, at which his unlawful fatness was
publicly exposed, and he was threat-
ened with perpetual banishwent If be
dld not bring his body within the reg-
ular Spartan compass and give up his
culpable mode of living, which was de-
clared to be more worthy of an lonlan
than a son of Lacedaemoun.—Philadel-
phia Inquirer.

A Napol F Scare,

Britaln was on the verge of a bread
famine doring the Napoleonic wars,
and in 1800 a law was enacted prohib-
iting the sale of bread till it had been
out of the oven at least twenty-four
hours. “Food was =0 searce and dear,”
writes F. W. Hackwood. “that a por-
tion of the population refused to starve
in sflence, and rioting bLroke out In
many parts of England. * * * A royal
grant of £500 was made to one Thomas
Toden to enable him to prosecute a dis-
covery made by him of a ‘paste’ as a
substitute for wheat flour. * * * The
unfortunatg seamen fighting Great
Britain’s battle on the high seas had
to subsist on biscuits so badly made
that when the weevils were knocked
out there often remained nothing but
empty shells.” A plentiful harvest the
following year saved the situation.—
London Standard.

“Decimation.”

A popular error which recurs with
unvarying regularity whenever mili-
tary engngements are reported Is the
ause of the word “decimated™ to Imply
a crushing defeat or something ap-
proaching annihilation. Yet, as a mo.
ment's consideration of the real mean-
ing of the word suffices to show. the
word Is so used quite erroneously.
“Decimation” means the destruction of
one-tenth part of the force involved,
and the loss of one in ten. though suf-
ficlently eerious, certainly does not
mean anything ke that wholesale de.
struction usually meant when “deci-
mation™ is talked of. Losses of one In
three or one In four have been sustain-
ed by forces which still maintained
thelr cohesion and discipline. —West-
minster Gnzette.

How Dr. Heolmes Felt.

Dr. Oliver W. Holmes wnas small In
stature. Upon one occusion he was
present at a meeting which happened
to be attended by a number of very
large men, thus making his diminutive
size rather conspicuous In countrast
One of these men—doubtless wishing
to make him feel at ease—came up to
him and sald:

“Well, Dr. Holmes, | should think
you would feel rather small among all
these fellows.”

“1 do,” replied the doctor; 1 feel like
a 8 cent plece among a lot of pennjes.”

Suicides In China.

The Chinese look upon all sulcldes
with honor except when the suicide Is
from trouble caused by gambling. Fre-
quently if a Chinaman insuits anotber
the quarrel is followed by the suicide
of the insulted man, who thinks he has
cast ignominy on his aggressor by tak-
ing his own life.

Good ldea.

Little Margie had watched a man
tune the plano and was told it was for
the purpose of improving the sound
One day when her infant brother wus
erying she said, “Mamuu, enn’t | tele-
phone for the baby tuuner?'—Chicago
News.

Passing Judgment.
Producer — The comedians seemed

| nervous, What they needed was life

Critiec—=You're too severe! Twenty years
would be enough.—Judge.
The Bible.

The Bible has been so called only for
the last 700 years. It was formerly
called “The Books” or the “Divine Li:
brary.”

Frugality, when ail Is spent. comes
too late,—Seneca.




