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DME TOWN'S TRIUMPH

Wit . a Population of Only 1,500

It Has City Ownership.

EVCAY CITIZEN A BOOSTER.

All  Awssisted Pond Creek,
Oklu, to Publicly Conduet Water and

In ﬂllliﬂu

Lighting Plants, Making It the Best

Mept Town In the Blate. |

Vel Yent i

: the
Heghts of "ond

Ko

SO0 milles south

Ml Feot
Creek,

west of Kansas Clty, In Greant county, |
"' were the campfires of the set
! says the Kansas City Star, ‘That
" the night of the opening, when
tl inds  of horme weeloers rushed |
madiy neross the prale The 4,000 or |
more persous, wostly men, who stop- |
ped on the town slte of Pond l‘n-.-j;l
were pot disposed to give the ,.Tg-..“tl
Hehting question even as much as a
thought, They were Interested In find
Ing homes, establishing a business and
upplying the lmmedinte necessities of
11 ;

] teen years after the opening a
Vi r stopped In "ond Creek several
i His first night there was a rev
elutlon e wins i town of 1.500 In- |
habltants enjoying everything that he
") el In the ¢t There was an
electrie lght at every corner, and on
) vily downtown he passed com-
r e ot surrounded by groves
of red Ml larg inwns, kept green
! clty water On reaching Maln
» the visltor  notheed several
[ of men talking In nt of the
p flce and the two tores
i were gulet enough N0 bands
v rehin down the street, but
w % 1l treet so brilllantly light-
i

there anything golng on here to-
" .

I ¢ would be a wild west show In
tov i tomorrow, the 'ond Creeker told
hit

it you don’'t put up lights like
t ¢ for a show ™

T unis the show comes (o stay,
1 en maybe It might ¢laim them

| he elty mnn had Just one more ques

Ll
low do vou do It with only 1,500
population to pay the bl he asked
lunicipal ownership’

I'ls ity man stood o the middle of
the street. In fr of hilm were six
great electri irches, reacl g from
ohe sidewalk to the other Each arch
coptninsd twenty-dive high power in
candescent lghts, while from the

store windows others 1
wnlks Merchauts down

tedl the side

the street

wire washing off the ment walks
with hose sprays,

I'he pext day a business man ex
plalned bhow Pond Creek could afford
these things tr lights and wa
terworks—that mwuch older and larger
ill U feared to drea ol much
enjoy

About slx years ago the question of
fire protection and water supply was
agitated by a few of the progressive
business wen, The town councll ealied
a specinl election, aud the people an
thorized a bond Issue for 25,000, A
pumping statlon was buollt, wells were
sunk, mains lald, nnd a steel pressare
tunk was placed in n corner of the
public park on Main street. Three
years ago a second bond lssue of §15,-
000 wns voted, but ounly £L,000 of It
wns used, to extend the water malns,
The entire water system |s controlled
by n committee appointed by the coun
cll, nnd the service Is both adequate
and excellent

A promoter obtained a franchise for

an electric lHght plant. IHe planted a
few poles and strung wires on them,
but the old gasoline lamps on Main
street continned to hinleate electric are
Hghts, The promoter had falled, and
the city was foreed to assume Lthe
control of Hs second puble utiiiey
With the remainder of the $15,000
bond issue the council purchased the
promoter's poles and with themn hils
franchise, that still had some twenty
years to run. An electrie light plant
was bullt. It has beeuw In operation
for several months, and the entire
town s lighted. Now the business

men and the council are discussing o
plan to unite the water and electrie
Hght plants that both may be operated
fr

“Who I8 responsible for the munile
Surely some cltl

e one power unit

Ipnl ownership ldea?
gzen took the lead In advoeating these

things."

I'he business men who were asked
this question didn’'t know that any
one man in Pond Creek could be given
eredit without detracting from the

creidlt that others should recelve, vy

a hooster, they explain

©ory neEin wis
o, aned, while the mayors and connell-
men really did the work the people

enconraged them, with the result that

Pord Creek beeame the best lighted
town In noct Oklahoma, Muanile
ipnl ownersiulp was the agency and

united energy the cause,

Attractiveness of Kansas City.
Kansas Clty, Mo, an exam
ple which every American e¢ity may
emulate—an example of what can be
done after a city becomes great and
an nstration of what should be done

has set

enl in the history of n city that
t“.'i s to ll"l"il‘ll' 14 ent \‘ n cost "f
1na milliene of dollars she has es-
tablished un elaborate system of parks
nnd rkedd boulevards which constl

tute perhinps the most attractve mu-
nielpal  hmprovement In the Unlited
Bintes, and ne a consequnence Kansas |
Clty Is the most desjrable place of
residence lu this respect upon the con-
tinent.

(DR PEBDSYLUAMER
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|
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{Diidter Druder!

Vetidite Summer  hot's qeheekhe,
daf die Welt dat unnergedh: idy weeh
nau net meh an el Dag, aoer
id) denl 8 war tm Juni. Sell bat
ihun oft bappne jelle, 18 mver nie net
fumme, un fo bab idy fell Gejdpvay
gar net in Adyt gernumme. X hab

et getabt: & 1che, wann Yl
(e gebt, bann  geb id) owe ah mit!
ftoer  viel Leit hen dean glabhbt un
ien arg angange. QWe dbann die Sel
berbei war, ob 1 cbbes gebappent
bot, Do hen fe toend angelofst, a8

wamn e8 thne arg [eed war. Mwver fe
fen Ten Diffel Defj jrorre, e
fe vordem ware Dak bie Welt mol
en Gnd nemmt, dedé glabbe fdicr alle
Leit, befobh8, die Sdirift feqt fo: aoer

toann  e8 qeidichnt, fell weefs Nie-
mat En Brofefier Hot domol8 biel
Bett dermit nemmelt for audyu-
madie, uf weller Reg a8 de Erd un-
neraeht, un feqt, bafy fell uf finf
erfdbiedene firte qeidebe famn. @nt-
weders, fegt er, flicgt nol en Nomeht
foedder 1 un vermablt Med zu
zdymuddi {. aber die Grd fliegt tn
.‘.T' =11 i un perbrennt a® mwann
fe niridt e nmiball war un
uff mir all dbermit. Cn britter
Tl a hi (s Nals Nen ¢ mba v
nudaeht die | fich meh um
breht: dann dit Menfdye uf d'r
ne Secit qebrote werre un uf d'r

" 1111 V] ririors lLierien medit o8
fo fumme. daf fee Meqge meh gebt;
dann dit des Wafier all ocrte 1m
™y Iy s v °r. ?‘.»t

(i . f Xohre ahk Sunn
milhren hann frieat e Qidht
un fee Warn h un ferrig mar’s
it 11 \ mit b l:'h 0=
fheht ) net, un wann mir
tod fen, battert fell und ab net. G2
i# atwer dody qut. bdaky mi na
wiffe. daft mir net for cwige Qeite do-

bleitoe fenne, —
D'r febm Vrofeffer hot Teralidh dis.
r..l..!,' _\.,.I\..il

Hite Sdmeeftorm q'habt

YamvariTiae a1 for
Rovember ufem

Mard ber el
ben in dere Siefen. D'r Mars 18 en
=tern, id 1et anSoendiq
wie bicle M Neile toeit teq
Y Mewiche dort
0! rad fo fdmart fen, wie
tit tiemidhiff, Riegel-
weae. Curitidiifi, Automobils, Lele
arat, Telefon un Fonogqrard qarad
wic mir. un wann fe ded Weierleh-
Sonitem 1o 1 jfe, oder
mir ded unfer, i mir mit
ihne fdmat Rerleidit 18 o8 in en
Dar Sobr mealid, dbak mer mit eme
Ballzhn  vun beede Seite halboens
Pumme fann, dann fenne mir fo en
Profeffer mit thne austauidie. Wann
feller D tody eme Jobr roreder
ridfummt, dann  finne mir d'r
Rejdt aud. Cuibon alleweil wiffe
mir, dofy e2 dort ah fdun didtiq ne- |
fdynect Bot it die Vuwe 1n MED hen
ihr un BVobfdlitte raus-
ehrodit 1un  en frehliche Heit qebat
Die ®rofe fen vier- un fedidipannia

rfahre oder ben die ettt um
e Automobilrader qeleat
Meit  gemnnme.  Nffobrd  Dhot :
Nunavolf aobh Sdneeballe qefdmiiie,
wrad wie bet nd, un ufem Tamm bhen
ie denSdhnee mit emWefe weqaemadyt
dbafs fe Gen Iem Sdlittidub labfe

M de8 Aled Dot feller Brofeffer
qaefebne.  Wie er's gefehne Hot, weefs
idh net, awer idy denf, er Hot en ver.
dollt ftarfe Vrill qebat. Obder hot er
am End bdie gqange Storte jufdt qe-
drabmt? Sell Fennt ab fei.
Qeit, dene fumme wmerbare Sadye
bor tm Dnabm oder bei MiftehE. Do
tdy mol qelefe pume Vrofeffer
wad qemeent bot, er bat en newer So-
mebt erfunne. CGr Hot welle in'8 Nett
itn toie er fdum ded Qidht auSgemadt
a'bat bot, qudt er nod entol um
Kenfter naus. Do febnt er en heller

hab

Stern mit ente lange dbunfleSdans.
Sn feiner qrofe Freud hot er grad
wicder die Hofe anqegoae, Hot en
areund herbetgcholt un ihim dedDing
acoiecfe. Se ben fdnen berothe, wad
fe dem neie Sfomet for en Name getoe
ivotte, do hot jid) d'r Sdivang boweat,
erfdht redit®, damn Tinfd, Jor en Weil
i& fell ihne junderbar vorfumme,
bann awer hen fe audgefienne, dafy en
fag 1f em Dady gebodt bot, wad ibr
Sdnvang bot vunnerbamge loffe, daj
er bum Brofeffer feim Fenjter aus
arad in Qein geftanne hot mit fellem
Stern, um aud dem Nagefdioany wir
fdhier en Somebt woere. — Die beede

Sternequder ben  enanner en Weil
net pujdit arg fdmart angegudt un
damn fidh ded Verfpredhe qomwe, niy

dere dumme Gefdhidt yur faqe.

wie ¢ ¢oe aebt, 18 e8 tbater
dodh raushimnne. Un fo Enidedimge,
toie fell, acbt 08 viel. Sur Unners
fheeding Heept mer fell dann Erfine
dinge. —

bun
Mver

W'taltPandjorg.

8 qebt |
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THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

QURROADSCOMPARED

' Reasons Why France Has Best
Highways In Europe.

HER METHOD IS SUPERIOR.

inoad Lawsg In United States Until Re-
| ecently Were tha S8ame as England’s

| would

| of the Colonial Days—Germany's
[ Unique System,

The esent rond situation in the
Unlted Stutes may be briefly summed
np nx follows

In nge we have the most tremens
dous ter of roeds which any coun-
iry | ever possesased since the world
begn Aveording to a careful road
censt the length of all of our roads
Amonunts to 2155000 miles, The most
Hberal estimate of our anoual expendl
fure on these roads, both In money and
Ml « a froction over £70.000,000

{ In 10904, or about £1.05 per capita. At

| the rate this would be an ex-
penditure of about $00,000,000 a year
at the present time

According to our road censys, we
have than 40,000 miles of stone

| surf road, or about 2 per cent of
| the totnl mik ge. We have 108,000
| miles of gravel rond. or about 5 per
| cent of the total mileage., Small as
| our cxpenditure for roads has |
| been, It has aggregated during the
| thirty year perlod from 1570 to 1900 a |
| total of upward of £1,800,000,000, We

|
|

may therefore say that the road build-
Ing In the Unhted States Is, consider-
| Ing ar population and wealth, at
| the same point nt which It stood thirty
| years and the seventeen hundred
and odd milllon dollars have produced
few appreciable results,

When we turn to the subject of road
admi rition In the United States we
find that about balf of the states are
| opernting under practically the same
road laws as prevalled In England
when Awmerica was a colony. This
system of road administration provides
for the payment of road taxes partly
In labor and loealizes the work to an
extreme degree by placing in authority
the district or township road over-

L
Text of the Lesson, Matt. vii, 1-12
Memary 7, B—Goiden Text,
Matt, wvii, ~-Commentary Prepared
by Rev. D. I, Stearns.
When angy 1ruth s brought home to
us by the Bpirlt bow prone we nre to
nek: Does apy one do 1t? What about
uch o one whoe mnkes a greoal pro-
I on of b g no apxlious «n ? Do
Jou Know I they really praetice It at
hiestnie ? Ly you think that the preach
er hlinself Hives th vy ? Bo It goes,
and Inxtead of secing Jesus only we
arg prooe 1o see everybody but Jesus
Hence the admonition of our lesson
Judge not that ye be not judged,” or,
as It s elsewhere Let uw pot there
ol Judge il anotber iy mare”
(Rom. xiv. 1! B 1ise, as In the con
(et 2l Bl hieveer HHL sinnd efore
il jndgment seat of Christ nd every
ne of | give acecunt of him
pelf to God We dre so peculiar that
It Is gener wiisler to see the mote
in another eve than the beanm thatl
Is lu our own eve, whereas If we our-
pelves were right with God we would
bhave only | il others, and, be
I 0 lons of our own Ilnlirm
Ities ¢ woulld have only prayerful
mpa«sion tor those of others. Christ
for ux In out tead on the cross ob
t " for ernal  redemption
) t for us In heaven nt the right
! 1 of the Fut) mkes vietory over
privilege. but becanuse we do |
r Knoy ¢ shon!d the power of |
( t o Mis Spirit we are more
) #tum g Llocks than samples of
whnt the life of Christ really is. Yet
he one thirg we aure here for Is so
to live that the world way know and
belleve that Jesus lives
In ou t venr's studies In the Acts
of the Apostle oine of us were much
impressed by the words “Jesus shewed
Himself alive in connection with
those other resurrection words, “Jesus
wedd Himself™ (Acts 1, 3; John xxi.
1. 4 His ow lestimony was that
11 ne not to condemn, but 1o save.
To ot sinner e sald, “Neither do 1
ondemn 1 gn and sin no more.”
T'o anothe I'hy sins are forgiven”
(John §1 17: vHL 11; Luke vil, 48). He
did lemin the self righteous, fault
Anding, hypoeritieal Pharizees, but He
wver had even a seemingly harsh
word for the penitent sinners or for

iny truly deslrous 1o be His disciples
Such love as His Is heavenly: all else
is from the pit. In us it is either
Christ or self

I'hie Spirit through Peter speaks of

those who Knew the way of righteous-
ness, hut did not walk thereln, though
professing to do so, as dogs and swine |
(11 et M1l 21, TN See also Prov,
xxvl, 11, 12. If one eannot speak even
to many among the redecemed of the
deep things of God (see 1 Cor. 111, 1, 2;
H v, 12, I, how much less should

we think of talking spiritual things to
natural people to whom they are only
foollshness, Such are spoken of finally

| force, so that

ag being “without,” having no right to |
the tree of life (Rev, xxii, 14, 15), bwt
If those who are “Iln Christ"” would
walk honestly toward them that are
without, without Christ and without
God (1 Thess. Iv, 12; Eph. ii, 12), who
in tell how many who are now “with-
out” might become “within” by His
gErace.

This llife which will commend Christ
to others ean only be by the Spirit of
| God, by a wisdom which is not of this
world, but i 11, along with
Luke xi, 13, we learn that God s more
willlng to give us His 8pirit. the full-
ness of IMis Spirit, than pareuis are to
give good things to their children. In
Jas, I, 5, 6, we learn that
is to be had for the asking, but it must

verse

be an asking in faith and, according
to Jas. iv, &, with nothing of self seek-
ing., but whally for the glory of God,
that the life of Jesus may be made
manifest. The asking, sedking, knock-
Ing, with that end In view will surely

findd an abundant response. We must
| remember that asking so as to receive

{ means that we are abiding, keeping
His commandments and doing the
things that pleasing in His sight
(John xv, ¥: | John i, 2. The seek
Ing that finds is explained in Jer, xxix, |
13, “Ye sh ek Me and find Me

| when ye search for Me with all your
heart."” As to knocking, consider Rey,

| lL, 20, and Luke xil, 38, and tremble at
the possibility of our keeping Him
knocking at our door when e so longs
to take Ml possession of us and lavisgh
upon us the wenlth of Iiis love oo
many are 11! thee elder brother, un
happy and blaming the father for it
when all the time the Mather ia saving

“All that 1 hav “All thines

re yours,"

e Is thine

In referen o to the last verse (12
which i alw the golden text, note that
it 18, like a'l the rest, n message for

bellevers or these who profess to bhe

| #uch that they may prove the reality

of thalr 11t For unsaved people t

take this verse and eal! It thelr re
llglon Is simply a golng abont to e=
tablish their own righteousness with
ot submirting  themselves to th

righteousnes: of God (Rom, £, 5, We

must be righteons before we ean (o
righteousiy, mit, having believed ti
love of God to ug and recelved
lLord Jesnas Clirist as onr Savioare. then
It hesnmes 1 to manifest 1 |

vi : . ourselvere (1.0%
xix. 18: Gal. v, 1. No eamdemnat
In Christ s the hlood bought standin

of every beliover, but it s in order that
the righteousness of the law may be
fulfilled In us.

this wisdom |°

—
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LOAD OF OUR KURAL DIS-
TRICTS.

[From Good Roads Magazire, New York.]

THE TYPICAL

seers or road supervisors, no require-
ment being made to Insure skill or
knowledge of road building on the part
of these petty officials, With few ex-
ceptions no system of accounting is in
an idea may
be obtained as to the disposition of the
road tax, and no definite lines of au-
thority are established such as would
and eqguitable con-

intelligent

guarantee the wise
Auct of the w

A number of stantes have adopted in
principle or practice, or both, the sys-

tem of centralizing under u state high-

rl
OrkA.

way denarti the conduet of all or
|part of the rond work of the state,
therely vuring uniformity In meth-
ods, economy in administration and
skill In supervision, In some of the
state highway i tments the work
s eduentionnl and iavestigative, with
a view to ultimately giving these de-
partmants nd ristrative powers.

It is not possible in a short article to

enter into n discuszion of the various
systems of state aid In effect in this
country. Suflice it to say that the

principle of state ald and supervision
constitutes the germ of the only road
administration which has proved suc-
sgful in other countries,
This is gaining hendway
t a very rapid rateé, and when we con-

<ider that it bhas been little more than

movement

1 decade and a half since its incep-
tion the fact that half of the states
have adopted it in principle and have
wctually expended from state treas-
urles considerably over £5G.000,000 we
nay well feel encouraged for the fu-

ture of road building in this country,
The striking feature of the French

skilled supervision

work

road system is the
provided in every grade of road
and In every unit of the administrative
organization. The basis of the
tem I8 the school of roads and bridges,
one of the finest technical schools In

‘\'_\'-...

the world, maintained at the expense
of the national vernim in this
school are trained the highway en-
gineers to whom are intrasted the

bullding and maintenance of the roads
of France,
At the head of the administrative or-

| gandzation Is an inspector general of
bridges and hichiways. under whom
ire echiol e charce of the

of single departments and

romd work

communes, Single arr lis=ements are
under the dired rdinary en
gineers and underens eors, the latter
ding cquival |

missioned oMcer irmsy i he

subdivisions are under the direction of

principal conductors a

— -

- S N——

auncrors, Next in Lioe come the fore
men of constractlon gaongs, the clerks
employed at besdquariers and finally
the capntonulers, of putrolmen, each hay-
ing from four to seven
highway upder his lmmediate supervi-
Probably the most lmportant anit In
this great army of workers Is the can-
t ler, or patrolman, who has charge
of n single section of the road. He
keeps the diteches open, earefully tills
holes and ruts wilth broken stome, re
moves dust and deposits of sapd and
enrtl: after heavy ralns, trims
rnd bushes, apd when ordipary
work Is Impossible he breaks stone
1 transports it to points where It Is
w Le ueeded. He brings al)
matters requiring attention to the poe-
of his chief,
. . ] L] . . L ]

Eroviss

lHkely
tice

I'hore are st the present time 140,
T les of road Im England, o
which the annuel expenditure for ¢
year WS to 100¢ amoonted to $TR
050,000, It Is therefore evident that
the unnual expenditure per mile of |
rond snmounts to about $520. la view
of the fact that most of the principal
road: of Knglaud have already been
copstructed, this large anunal expoodl- |
ture would appear to be devoted In o

to

maintennnce, | §
seeiy that a system which re
ag annual outlny of $520 per
mile for the entire wileage must be i
Tective and costly. The explanatiop
of this le found perhaps in the facoy
in England the maintenance ot

measure

quires

the public highways devoives entirely |

on loeal authorities, these numbering
about 1,900,

As to skilled supervision it may be
sald that no gualitications are required
by law to be possessed by the men in
charge of road bullding and ainte-
nance, but it is the gereral practice in
the lmportant districts to appoint ex-
perienced highway engineers for this
work.

L] - - L] L . L

Germany Ig n federation of states,
and it follows that road administra-
tion is conducted separately by each
state of the cmpire. ‘I'be imperial gov-
ernment exercises very little controi
over the hizliways and does not in any
way contribute to the expense of their
sonstroction and maintenance.

A striking feature of the Saxon road
gystem is the practice of planting fruit
trees along the ronds.

Each canton has at the head of its
rond system an engineer with capable
The engineers and their
assistants must have an academic edu-
m and possess a diploma from the
PPolytechnic institute, while the road
masters are required to bave a good
techinical edueation.—L. W. Page in
Good Roads Magazine.

HIGHWAYS IN THE WEST.

Ure of the Automobile by Farmers
Aiding the Improvement Movement.
Road Improvements In the west, al-

as Ladits,

ready noticeable to a slight degree, are
sure fo follow hen the farmers of
that section awake to the realization
of their econdition as compared with
some of those of the east., Nothing
will arouse the farmers to this so
muech as the use of the antomaoblle, and

It will be the more general use of the
car by the farmer that will result in
better roads

In sections where farmers are using
ears to any extent road improvements
are already noticed, but Is still
room for wore, aid more there will be
in the near fature. Motoring is most
enjoyed on good smocth roads, Farm
wning cars realize this as well as
any, and vot only are they bestirring
themselves toward appropriations for
good highways, but are in many cases
furnishing the labor necessary for road
betterments,

In some farming sections of the west
automobile owners can be picked out
by a glance at the roadway in their
Immediate neighborhoed. XNear their
houses rough., uneven surfaces have
been smoothed off and soft, slippery
roadways resurfaced. Each farmer

there

ers

seems to take intervest in the roads near |

When more farmers
have cars, ard they are buyring them
rapidly, there will more short
stretches of perfect roads, and at some

his own home.

b

future time, not far distant, the stretch |

will be unbroken,

FERRO CEMENT ROADS.

France Trying Experiments With
Highways Made of This Material.
Ferro cement roads are being experl-

mented with in Franee, The substance

Is made of cement wisxed with straw.

To make a slab or block of ferro ce-

ment a mass of iron straw is placed in

the old, and there is poured over it
cement sufficiently fluid to penetrate
Into all the Interstices of the Iron and

completely cover When the whole
has set, the core of iron thus intimately
Incorporated gives to the block a great

resistance to breakage and to traction,

at the same ti furnishing elasticity
to compression which enables it to
stand superticial shocks, A brick of
ferro cement one and three-fifths inches
thick has supported during crushing

tests o pressure of about sixty-five tons
In breakage tests
the of
ordinary cement. Resistance to wear
wias no less remarkable.

to the square inch

resist quadrujle that

The Use of Wide Tires.
As to the desirability of the use of

the wide tires there can be no ques-
tion. The n casunl observation will
suflice to vi any one of the dam-
ng which a heavily laden wagon
equipped th the ordinary sharp,
rounded, narrow tires will produce on
any road here is also another and
perhana even greater ndvantage to be
gnined by #she use of wide tir mare

ly. the increased bauling zapacity al

nd ordinary con- | talned,

kllometers of |

the |

DEAL SCHOBLHONSES

Movement to Improve Rural Edu-
cational Institutions Spreading.

'SHOULD BE MADE INVITING.

Have Rooms Well Ventilated, Lighted
and Heated So That the Health and
Mental Enargy of the School Children

| Shall Not Be Impaired,

The past twenty years have witaess-
ed a marked advance In sehool archi-
tecture in many towns in the rural
sections of the country. More atten-
tion Is being paid today to school
bulldmgs, sauitallon, surroundings and
location than ever before. The United
Btates was slow in maklog ‘hr start,
but now that the initiative has been
taken there is no excuse for progréss-
Ive school. directors not dolug everys
thing In their power to relegate the
{old, obsolete and frequently Ipsands
tary buildings to oblbrion, replacing
them with modern, up to date, sunitary
and sightly sehoolhouses.

“I eannot urge too strongly the need
of an enlightened and libers! policy in
| schoolhouse construction to the end
that the schoolhouse be attractive In
appearance and scientifically construet-

{ed,” says lowa's superintendernt of
public instruction. *“It may require a
{few dollars more to secure such a

schoolhouse, but it should be remem-
| bered that the district is building for
half a century at least, and ogly the
| best shonld be considered. The school-
house with its sarrenndiogs should be
the most attractive place in the dis-
trict, in which every child and every
patron will take pride, And the school-
room should not only be inviting, but
| It ghould be so ventllated, lighted and
| heated that the pbysical health and
| mental energy of the children shall
il'!f.'t be impaired.”

In varions Iown countles the old bar-
ren, barnlike structure i3 being sup-
pladted by neat, commodions and com-
fortably equipped buildings. Many of
them are making rapid strides,

The problem of supplanting the old
schoolhouse with a new structure car-
ries with it the discussion of several
| important toples, chief damong them
being the school site, the school build-
ing and the ventilation of the building.
| We can do no better in this connection
| than to quote from Professor W. H.
| Gemmill, superintendent of schools In
Dallas couuty. Ia.. who gives praetl-
lml advice on all these subjects, as fol-
lows:

“In selecting a site the area of the
lot, the elevation, the character of the
soll, the drainage, the direction of the
slope und the central locatibn should
be considered. No school Eround
{should ever contain less than one acre,
| with o frontage of 150 feet and o
depth of 240 feet. In the larger con-
solidated district it should contain not
less than two and may very properly
contain three acres. 1If possible it
should be an elevated piece «f gronnd.
a small knoll or a gemtle flopo, and the
|drainage should be away from the
yard and house. The sofl should he
| light, dry and porous. A sardy or
| gravelly subsoil affords the best drpin-
age, while an eastern or a southern
slope secures rapid evaporation. Un-
der no circumstances shounld the stra.
|tum be clay impermeable to ground
| water. It is desirable that the school-
| housé should be located near the goo-
graphical center of the distriet, arnd
Ithe board shouid select the gite with
| this Is mind, bat tlre site should he
| high and dry and the brightest nnd
| most beautiful spot near the center.
{ Under no conditions should pleasant
| and wholesome surroundings be sacy!-
| ficed if a better and more suitable site
can be s=ecured some little distance
away. The additional distance in trav-

eling will be labor well spent If there
by the pupils are placed In more beau-
| tiful and inspiring scenes,

“The house should be placed in
front of tine ceuter, with the play-
ground in the rear. Where the house
is heated by a furnace the fuel supply
should be stored in the basement. If
there Is no basement a small buildins
for fuel should be erected at the rear

' of the schoolhouse,

“The fouudation walls of the &ch
house shou!d be brick or stone and ex-
temd a little bLelow st line. The
walls should be at least one foot In

thivkness aud extend abont three foot
above It Is wsually wol
to have a vertiedl alr chamber, and if
there is no basement suitable ventila-
tors should be provided on each of the
four as to permit of thor-
ough ventilation of the space between
the surface and floor during tho
summer months. Good shatters should
bo provided for these openings in or-
der that the winter's cold may not af

the air within the near to
the floor.

“It would alzo be a step in the right
direction If there were a basement un-
der the bullding, partitioned
into a furnace goom, a workshop and
a kitchen., Adequate but Inexpensive
for manual training can be
bought for $25. Iere the boys would
learn to construct simple things In a
scientific manver and even supply the
apparatus necessary for the schpol,
A good stove and some kitchen utensils
would be sufficient for the teaching of
the prineiples of domestic economy.

“No more lmportant question is bee
fore the farmer today than that In
volving the housing of his childreu «
With an awakened apyre-

irface,

he
ac st

sides, so

the

fect

room

entire

tools
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clation of the fact that better yural
pchools will bels bout n stay-al-
home family which will not find it pec-
essary (o the (own for the Jesired
eMieat! ¢ ha 0 n realization

of the fact that more practieal studies
| must be taught In more sanitary and
| more sightly butldings.”




