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CHAPTER XX.—(Continued.) |

“Of course What could be more de |
lightfully simple? Friend Burt here does |
his work ; we carry her through the gar
den gate, and lay her on the darkest |
part of the rails 'hen we miss her at !
the house. There is an alarm and = |
scurch I'he gate is found open We uat-
urally go through with anterns, and hnd
her on the ling [ doa’t think we need
fear the o , Or any one¢ else, tl .

‘He's a @ irp 'un, is the guv'nor
cried I slapy g his Mgh o h LS
tically It's A - ay I ) ’
hvard this iny A da

‘Mre. B ) 8 1 hus
ness O | W her
i ‘ i )
r n i
of t

“1B " -

lhey w I : "

porpus i S W
wur ' sts ALt K
work o il ere goes y '
Nivs A A prus IS man v
ol GLirdlestone ls up its bead
more, stainless and irr roachab

“Speak low ! said Ezra, in a whisper
*1 hear her coming downstairs I'hey
lister to her light springy footstep as
it passed the door “Come here, Burt,”
he =maid, after a pause, “She is at work
ou the lawn. Come A look at
her.”

I'hey all went over to the window and |
locoked out, It was then that Kate, glanc-
ing up, saw the three cruel faces surve)
ing ber

“She's a rare, well-bailt ‘un said

Burt, as he stepped

dow “It is the ugliest job
was on.”
“But we can rely upon you?' Girdle- | %
stone asked, looking at him with puck- |
eied eyes,
“You bet—as long as you pay me,” the
wavvy answered phlegmatically. |
s |
CHAPTER XXI ]
The grey winter evening was beginning |
to steal in before the details had all been
airanged by the conspirators It had
grown so chill that Kate had abandoned

her attempt at gardening, and had gone

back to her room. Ezra left his father
and Burt by the fire and came out to the
open hall door. The grim old trees looked |
gount and eerie as they waved their naked
rms about in the cutting wind. A slight
fog had come up from the sea and lay
in light wreaths over the upper branches

Ezra was shiv

the dreary

like a thin veil of gauze
ering as he
felt & hand on his
saw that the maid Rebecco was standing
beside IJ'.T!‘..

surveyed scene

arm, and '--n'ki‘.lg roun:d

“Haven't you got one word for me
sl said sadly, looking up into his f{ace

t's but once a week, and then never a
word of greeting.™

“1 didn't see you, my lass”™ Ezra an
swered, “llow does the Priory suit yon?'

“Une place is the sa 2 AR v
I" -'I'l" "l..li i-. AT .\ -.‘ mni s "1 L ¢
to come here and | have . You =aid
once that you wonld let me know how |

SOTVE 1 down here W v 1
| know ¥

“Why, there's secret about that
You SeTy vl y k after
father as » | | “ Wae K s
back I'h 3 sn't fit mar
age the wh place by hers

“That WRSsT vha ) meant
though,” said the girl, looking at him wit
questioning eyes "5 B er your face
row as you spoke the words You had
scmething on your mind, and ha now
only you keep it to y¢ f Why won't
you trust me with it?”

“l have a great deal to worry me in
business maftters Much good it would
do telling you about them

“It's more than that,” said Rebecea,
doggedly “Who is that man who has |
come down?™

‘A business man from London. He has
come to consult my father about money
matters. Any more guestions you would
like to ask?”

“1 should like to know how long we
are to be kept down here, and what the
meaning of it all ay be™

“We are going back before the end of
the winter, and the meaning of it is that
Miss lHarston was not we and nesdadd a
chiangs [ air Now, ar satisfied
He was determined to aliay as (ar as pos
sible any suspicions that the girl might
hawve previousiy |  § i

“And what T
acked with the same sear
don't ome down t g
some good reason 1 did
that vou ght yme Jow
me, but you soon showy
W s that There was a tis when you
was fond of e

“S[o 1 "W, IARS

“Are, fond Not a word nor a
look from you last time you came You
must have some reason, though, that
brings you here

“There's nothing wonderful in a man
ruming to see his own father.™ |

“Much you cared for him in London™
she oried with a shrill laugh.

“If be was |

under the sod you would not be the mad-
der. It's my belief ax you come down
after that doll-faced missy upstairs.”

As the light faded and the grey of

evening deepened into darkness Kate sat
patiently in her bare little room. A coal
fire sputtered and sparkled in the rusty
grate, and there was a tin bucket full of
which to re
she

cvals beside the fender from
plenish it Nhe very
drew her single chair up to the blaze and

wWns cold, so

lield her hands over it. 1t was a lonesome

and melancholy vigil, while the wind
whistled through the branches of the
trees and moaned drearily in the eracks
and crannies of the old house When

woere her friends coming? 1"erhaps some
thing had occurred to detain them to-day

| This morning such a thing would have ap

peared to her to be an impossibility, but
that the time had come when she had
them, it probable
enough that something might have delny
latest they l'n"l]ll

LOow

eapected appearsd

&l them., Toe-morrow at
not fail to come She wondered what
they would do if they did arrive Would

they come boldly up the avenue and claim

her from the Girdlestones, or would they
endeavor to communicate with her first?
Whatever they decided upon would be
sure to be for the best
She went to the window onee and look
ed out It promised to be a wild pight
Far away in the southwest lay a great
cumulus of rugged clouds from which
frs rm over the sky, like
v g | of an army Iere and
wle star twinkled dimly out
rifes bt the greater part
f the hea 8 W t K threatening
It was so dark 180 ! no nger
see tl wer il t hing, booming
a - ol 1t gre wil - 1 tha air
1 ¢ ~ SUPA Y 1 Iriving 3
" Den W Qhe whit
and seat by t shive T
1 old and part 1
<1 ent f ey
\ ir i rssedd when sl
i siv t wtairs and a k K
" er door It was shecea, with
A Cuj e my & tray and some bread
and butter Kkate was gre i1l at this at
tention for it saved her from Aving to
go down to the dining room am » Fzra
id  his unpleasant g panion
Rebecea laid down the tray, and then to
he mistress’ surprise turned back and
shut the doo The girl’'s face was very
ale, and her manoner was mild and ex-
ted
‘Here's a note for you,” she said. *It
was given Mrs. Jorrocks to give you,
| am better at climbing stairs than sl
i4, s0 1 brought it up.” She handed Kate
a little slip of paper as she spoke
A note for her! Could it be that her
friends had arrived and had managed to
send a message to her? It must be so
She took it from the maid. As she did
s> she noticed that her hands were shak-
ing as though she had the ague
“You are not well, Rebecca,” said Kate,
kndly
“Oh, ves, | am. You read your note
and don't mind me.” the girl answered in
her usual surly fashion. [nstead of leav-
ing the room she was bustling about the
bed as though tting things in order. |
Kate's impatience was too great to allow
her to wait, so she untwisted the paper,
which had no =eal or fastening. She had
hoped in her heart to see the name of her
| lover at the end of it Instead of that her

| upstairs. lnstead of taking 1t stralght to
her mistress she slipped into her own
reow and read every word of it It ap-

| peared to confirm her worst  susplolons,
Here was Ezra asking an interview with
| the woman whom he had assured her that
he hated. It was true that the reguest
wius maide in measured words and on a
plausible pretext, No doubt that was
Iun l'v|}' to deceive any ot her eye which

might rest upon it. There was an under-
r.-tmulm; between them, and this was an
assigunation. The girl walked swiftly up
and down the room like a caged tigress,
striking her head with her clenched hands
in her anger, and biting ber lip until
| blood came, It was some time before she
could overcome her agitation sutliciently
deliver the note, and when she did so
her mistress, as we have seen, noticed that
She

Lo

neevous and wild
the struggle which was
gving in the dark-eyved girl's mind
against the impulse which uwrged her to
avize her imagined rival by the white
throat and choke the life out of her,

Farn wus NA Y-

| her
little dreamed of

mALNDer was

on

“It's eight o'clock now,”

ing downstairs, "1 wonder whether she
will .'Ullu'."'
“She is sure to come,” his father said

| brietly.

’ “Suppose she didn't?"
| “In that case we should tind other
| means to bring her out We have not

goue so far to break down over a tritle

at the last moment
“1 feel as cold as lce and as nervous
as a cat Il can't understand how you
ok so unconcerned If you were going
SIEN Al Invedoe o fudit an accouat or
inything « Wy of | « you
ild not take it I il y I wish
¥ I wuuld Llhis wa T ]
ril
I A g k. In his hair with
' £ h K ' his hag 1
= I is 4 i it
I er with a ed express Ile
{ 1 never el b Linie Lo . ne
w hier 1 A a e
hg ite or & religious mMonouRnE
lay with his feet in the Light ol
and his head sunk back across Lhe arm of
| the chair, fast asleep and snoring loudly,
i “lsn't it time to wake him up?”’ EKzra

| asked, interrupting the readu

“Yes, | think it is,” his [ather answer-
U

Ezra took up the candle and held it
over the sleeping man “What a brute
he looks he =said “Did ever you see
such an animal in your life?”

I'he navvy was certainly not a pretty
sight His muscular arms and legs were

all a-sprawl, and his bead hung back at a
strange angle to his body, so that his hery
pointed upwards, exposing all

throat beneath it. lHis
open and bleared
¢ his thick lips puffed
at every ex-
was

red beard

the thick sinewy

| eves were half looked

and unbealthy, whal
a whistling sound
| piration His dirty
| thrown open, and out of one of the pock-
| ets protruded a short thick cudgel with
a leaden John Girdlestone |‘I".l"d
it out and tried i1t in the air.

| “1 think 1 could kill an ox with this,”

| oul with

brown coat

head.

| he said,

“Don't wave it about my head,” cried
| Ezra “As you stand iu the frelight
brandishing that stick in your long arins
you are less attractive than usual.”

John Girdlestoue smiled and ."r;,--l-'d

| the cudgel in the sleeper's pockel “Wake

eye fell upon the signature of Ezra Gir- | up, Burt,” be cried, shaking bim by the
dlestone What could he have to say to | aim “It's half-past eight.”

her She the solitary candle on | The navvy started to his feet and then
to te v, and read the following | fell back i his chair, staring round
L Iy scribbled upon a coarse piece X him vacantly, at a loss as to where he
of paper might be.

“My Dear Miss Harston—1 am afraid | ‘I've been asleep, guv'oor,” he said
vour confinement here has been very irk- | hoarsely. “Dird you say it was for
scme to you. | have repeatedly requested | the jot
uy father to alleviate or modify it, but he “We have made a by

is wriably refused As he still per which she will be out by el cak
sists in his refusal, 1 wish to offer vou | at nine o'clock

a and to s w you that | am your | “Come on, then ! said the navvy. “Who
sincere friend in spite of all that has | is a-comin’ with me?”

s if you could slip out to-night at “We shall both cowe,” answered John
1 lock and meet me by the withered | Girdlestone, frmly “You will need help

K t the head of the avenus 1 shall see to carry ber to the ralinay lne o

i safe to Bedsworth, and vdu can, if “Surely Burt can de that himself

u wish, g« » | Ezra remarked “Shes not WU very

it traidr | | heavy.”

iy find the | Girdlestone drew his son aside. “Don’t
¢ not, of be so foolish, Kzra he saud “It must

., | | be done with the greatest arefuliess and

z \ 1 i | precision, and no Lrioes et Our old

ug show | business watchward was to overioog ev-
he, the affection which 1 bear you is still | erything ourselves, and we shall certainly
1% deep As ever Yours, E. Girdlestone.” lr-iu so now.”

(Mir heroine was so surprised at this } “It's a horrible affair!” Ezra said, with
epistle that she sat for some time dang- | a shudder. 1 wish | was out of it."
ling the slip of paper between her fingers \ “You won't think that to-morrow morn-
and lost in thought. When she glanced | ing when jyou realize that the firm is

round, Rebecca had left the room. She
rclled the paper up and threw it into the
fire. FEzra, then, was not so hard-hearted
ns had thought e had
yiw influence to soften his father. Should
she accept this chance of escape, or should
her friends?
were already in Bedsworth,
know to communicate
If so, this offer of Ezra's was
what was needed. In any
d go on to Portsmouth and telegraph
Dimsdales. [t was too

him used

whe
she await
I'erhaps the
but did

some word from

not how

her

with

case, she

from there to the

e w to be refused. She made
1 that she would acrept it It
‘. . ast ght now ¢ wns the
hour. She stood up wi intention of
putting on her « and bonnet
CHAFPTER XXII
Frra d his father had composed the
tter together, and the former handed it
Mrs. Jorrocks, with a request that she
hould deliver it It chanced, however,
that Hebecea, keeuly alive to any attempt

it communication between the young mer

and mistress, saw the crone hob

g down the passage with the note in

her hand

‘What's that, mother?™ she asked.
“It's a letter for her.,” wheezed the old
nodding hér tremul head in
direction of Kate's room

“T'll take it said Hebecea sagerly
“1 am just going up there with her tea.”

“*Thank ye. Them stairs tries my rheu-
matiz somsthing cruel.”™

The mald took the note and carried It

woman rus

the

up.”

| saved and po one the wiser, lle has gone

on. lDwon't lose sight of him.”
| I'hey both hurried out, and found. Burt
standing in front of the door. It was
[l-tnuu.g half a gale now, and the wind |
| was bitterly cold. There came a melan-
| choly rasping and rustling from the leaf-
|.-~u woodd, aud every now and again a
Inl..lr;v rackling sound would announce
| that some rotten branch had come crash-
: ing down. The clouds ve across the
| face of the moon, so t} at times the
i""'"- clear light silvered the dark wood
| and the old monastery, while at others
| all was plunged In darkuess From the |
;--,«-n door a broad g« n bar’' was shot
1 TOSS awn from the lamp in the
ha Ihe three fligures with their long
| tantastic shadows Tooked eerie and unnat-

| in the yellow glare.

“What if she fails to come?
From the st where they st o lhf‘!
had a view of the whole of the P'riory.
| Kate could pnot come out without E""-ll‘
sewn Above the door was a long narrow
wn indow which --|-o-l||-i npon the staircass,
| On this Girdiestone and his son fixed their
| eyes, for they knew that on her way
down she would be visible at it. As they

| locked, the dim light which shone through
| it was obscured and then reappeared,
‘ “She has passed I

“Hush ”
.| {To be continued.)
l Telegraph wires last four thnes as
| long on the coast as luland.

AMERICA 1S RICHEST
AMONG THE NATIONS

William E. Curtls Says Croesus
Was Pauper Beside Our
Uncle Sam,

FIGURES SHOW BIG GROWTH.

Per Capita Wealth
$770.83;

1870 Wan
in 1007 It Waa
$1,310.11,

in

As o rule, the average newspnper
reader does pot ke statistles, but here
nure some figures that everylusly shonld

read, because they mean so much. They

Ilrv;t-mv Our greatness as a natlon and
lour prosperity as a  people, and al
though they are so stupendous that the
| ka

an mind alimost refoses to compire

them, they carry n lesson that ev
ery cltizen and every schonl boy shounld
I:t nrn U'nele Sam Is rleher than sany
ther natlon that exists or ever hins
existd Croesus, King of Lydla, whos
nanwe has been a synonym for we I
P Nils o Paupw " parisl to

| M ]
| From the reports of t} 1 van of
statlstics, the sus burean, the Trens
! I Agricultural Department Wil
m E. Curtls, the W ishington morre
spodent, has complied a few signiticant
fgnures showing the materin!l develop

i United States within the
""

od the year 15870 ns a hasls of comparl

ment of t)

last thirty-seven years has seloct
lluf._ bescnuse that was the beginning of
ern commerce and
Industry 11 War
Although the panle of T3 arrested the

|growth of the country for a time. the

n new Ameriean

that followed

in

the (v

{present perfod of development began
{ then.
'rTlr-

was 0NN

pulation of the country in 1870
arl, the

™
po

or 12.7 to ajiiare

mile; the population on the 30th of Juoe,
107, according to the estimates of the
renss was S35, 500,303, =a.9

burean, or

per square mile

The tangible wealth of the country, the
true valuation of real and personal prop
| erty, according to the census of 1871, was
$0 M8 518,000, while In 1007 it Is esti

ilI--Mml at more than three times that
|smount, or §107,104 211,017

As far back as 1850 the per caplta
|wealth of the [United States was ostl-
mated at $307T.00, In ISTO it had more
than doubled and was estimated at
$§7TOR3. In 1007 it had almost doubled
again, and has reached the sum of $1.-
|810.11 per capita, which proves that we
are the richest people that ever exiate]

In other words, if the real and personal
property belonging to the inhabitants of
the [United States could 1in
tributed among them, each man, womsn
and child living on the 20th of June lax®
vould entitled to £1.310.11

In 1870 the deposits in national banks

be equally

have heoen
|

for the whole 'nited States amounted to

£342.201.543, while on the 30th of Sep
tember lnst they were $4,.322 8% 141
In 1870 the deposits in savings barks

were 40874058, while on the 3nh of

September, 1007, they were £3.000,07%,
040

| Taking the two together and including
all the banks—national, State, private
and savings—the deposits have increased
eightfold during the last thirty-seven
years—from $1.002,185.0921 in 1870 to
SN2 INS SS8G in 1007

| The bank clearings for the entire coun

try are not given for INTO The earliest
available figures are for 18K, when the
to for the United States was "ﬁ‘ hi-¢‘
270500, which has increased to $157.
| TAOA24.013 for the last fiscal year
! The national bank circulation in 1870
| was $I8N G4S, 081, while on Dec. 14 last

it was $475,231.305
In 1870 we had only $25.000.000) ailver
and gold coin. To-day we have £1,233.-
TO5N0, of which $T50,045850 s gold
| and the remainder sllver
The interest-bearing debt of the United
Btates has been reduced from £2,0440 450,-
722, or 85046 per ecapita of population,
in 1870 to $80,003,010, or $10.20 per
ilﬂ'.-“ﬂ. in 1007. The annual interest
charges on the public debt have been re-
111‘1-1-11 from $118.784.000, or £3 per cap
[ita of population, to $21.628014, or
“‘01‘-?! per capita of population,
|
|
l
!
|
|

e
o0

Notwithstanding the reductions in war
taxes since 1870, the ordinary revenues
of the government have increased from
L1054 NH in that year to $503, 140,434
1Yy, and
increased

22 580

1
have
£554
recei]
which

the nr-linnr_\' Plin-fnht-]r»q

from $184.421.5%07 to
Thia does not includes the
ta or expenses of the postal service,
| s almost self-sustaining l.ast
x year the receipts from postage were §183,
TSNS and $101,214,387.

r_'.-- fX penses

v leaving a deficle of 87, 8T to be ;;ﬂ:;l
out of the treasury

j I'he total res 1 of the government
{in 1907 were SS40.725, 310 and the total
| expenses E510.540 1.5)

l The increase in the pension roll has
been enormous, The total in 1870 was
253410202, and in 1907 it is 13000,

014, The cost of the army In 1870 was
£7.500075, and In 1007 L122.576.405
The cost of the navy during the same pe

riod has increased from $21,79).230 to
07,128 400

The Imports of merchandise in 1870
amounted to S4AN U8 408, and our ex-

ports were §302771.T08 that year, while
| ia 1907 the tmports were $1,434,421.425

la farm value of $7.412,000 (00

and the exports §1 880851078, In 1870
the exports per capita of population were
$0.77, and, notwithstanding the enormous
inerease In population, the per capitna in
10T was $21.00,

The forelgn commerce of the [nites
Stntes for the ealendar year of 1007 han
been lnrger than in any previous year In
the history of the country, both In Im-
ports and exports, and our trade with
every grand division of the world in In ex-
cesn of any previous year. The lmports
during the eleven months ending Nov. 30
exceeded $1,350,000,000, while the exports
were worth  $1,7 10,000 (60 If the In
crease has continued during December the
total of exports will reach nearly two
billlons of dollars. The exports for No-

veinber were the largest for any slugle
wonth on record and reached $204, 444,
M), which was nearly seven milllons »
day (Our exports to Europe were $M),

LLLARLLL than in IINKY, when they
were larger than for any other year, Oue
exports to North American countries also
gained S40 00000, Ogr exports to South

Amerlen gained E7000 00, to Asin $11,-

mure

L0000 and to Porto Rico, the Hawallan

Islands and the Philippines more than
ten millions
In IS there were only 201,854 depos

itors In the savings banks of the United
in IRT0 this number had increas
wil 1,0500, 8408 in
thirty of war depositing
his or her savings where they would draw

Nintes

to {Ine every

person

the populntion

nterest Today KOHSS NI persons, or nl
most exactly 10 per cent of the ent
population of the country, have accou
n savings banks—an average of one In
every ten men, women and children In
the 1'nited States
1 he internnl i) T e for the Y e
1 ¥ ter than ever befor {n the
Cirent | es and on the rallrond the
i t I mtural pr O wan beyond
(ML PN IF'here was a gain of 15
or oent n | amount of lron ore ship
ped, u galn of 250 per cent in cosl and a
ar gnin in corn, wheat, live stock and
every other important article, while the
freight chnrges avernged lower than for
Any previous Year

The increase ln exports occurs chiefly
les. The figures of
remain  about the
when they were the

in manufactured arth
ngricultural

A8 In

exports
Wi\ e IS
record,

The government treasury was never in
better shape I'he report of the ['nited
Stntes treasurer for June 830, 1870, show-
ed an avallable cash balance of §150,(8K]), -
at Washington ; the

iargeat an

(WM} in the treasury

report for December 14, 1007, shows an
availabl cash balance of 200,742,300,
without counting $2440, 254,450 r!"nﬂ“ﬁ'
in national banks and subject to the eall
of the department IMis makes a total

available balance of $300.0440,764,

Secretary Wilson In his recent annual
report showed us that the crops of the
farmers of the 'nited Statea for the year
1107 was beyond all comparison and had
an in-
crease of BT per cent in eight years.

In 1870 the value of the farm animale
in the United Btates was $1.554.0030,140 ;
in 1007 they are worth $4,423,007 853,
25,454,100

In I8T0O our farmers had
neat eattle : in 1007 they have T2.583.008,
In 1870 they had S 248500 horses; in

1907 they have 10,744,051
In 1870 the wool clip was 152,000,000

pounds; in 1007 It was 208,015,130
pounds

The wheat erop in 1870 was 235884,
TO0 bushels : in 1007 It was 735,200,070

bushels,

The corn crop in 1870 was 1,004,255, -
(NN in 1007 It was 2,027.410,-
(1 bushels

In 1870 the eotton crop was 3,114052
bales 1907 it was 10.010.082 hales

The ecotton mills of the United States
consumed 857,000 bales of cotton in 1870
$.027.000) bales In 1907
1870 exported
of cotton; in 1007
2200 pounds
of gold In 18570 was
in 1007 it was S04, 000, (00

In 1870 the production of silver was
160,534,000 ; in 1T it was $37,042 000,

In ISTO we prodoced 220,001,200 tons

bushels :

and
In
pounds
4518
The
LSRN Y

O848, 058,023
we exported

we

production

f conl
M2 tons
In 1870 we produced 1,855,170 tons of

plg iron; in 1907 we produced 25,307,101

in 19007 we produced 5,312,745,

tons
In 1870 our furnaces had an output of
only OS. 7050 tone of steel : in 1907 the out-
put was 20,023,047 tons,
In 18570
railroad ; in 1907 we had 222

e

miles of
RIS miles in

we u;u'rl‘lfn'll

operation, and carried SI15,774,118 pas
sengers and 2160050, 705,08  tons  of
freight. The statistics for freight and

pessenger traffie do not go back of 1800,
when the rallroads of the country earried
020,430,082 passengers and 79,102,085,
125 tons of freight.

The average freight rate per mlile in
1500) was 03 cents and in 1007 it was 71
cents per ton,

There were 684,704 tons of shipping on

the great lakes in 1570, which has in
creased to 2430741 tons in 1907, The
amount of freight passing through the

Sault Ste, Marie canal in I8TO was 000,
S26 tons; in 1007 the total was 41,008,
J24 tons,

In ISTO we had 285402 postoffices e
the country ; in 1NN we had 70,088, Since
that by the introduction of rural
free delivery, the number has been reduc

ed to 62,650,

time,

There is no better thermometer of cOny
mercial and industrial activity than the
Postotfice Department, for people do not
write letters when they have no business

to write about. The receipts of the de
| partment in 1870 for oSt age siampe
‘:unminh-l‘ to $19.722.222: in 1007 they

| had inereased to $107.0082 783,

In ISNO there were 452 money ordey
offices In the United Statssa. In 1005
there were 27,00, In 1880 7.240.517
domestle money orders were insued: s
197 the number was A2,000. 783, Thom
lisned in 1SN0 represented 2 value ol

$100G52.818 ; those lssued in 1007 repre
sonted & value of $4TL,030,342,

3




